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of MALABAR and CoROMAND Edi 


ie OG HAP. L pov ae 
Of India, and its manifold divifions into kingdonis and 
«provinces : the manner in which we fball treat of 
them: an accounteof the kingdom of Cambaya': its! 


‘produce, trade, and inhabitants : a defcription of 


‘the city of Amadabath 3 its riches, commerce, and 
force: alfa of the city of Suraty iv wealth, and the 
power and magnificence of tts governor: the city 0 
| vy a : the genéral charatier of the people of the 
_ kingdom of Cambaya: the famous town of Mocha. 
defcribed ; its buildings and fortifications’ the Ma- 
_ afeuri and Caravans; thé city of Agra: thé refiderice 
of the Great Mogul, deferibed :\ a fory manifefiing 
- the cruelty and infolence of bis nobility, 0 6 O 


~ 
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HE author, from whofe writings we have 
extracted: this account of the Eaft Indies, * 
“* was Philip Baldeus, a Lutheran minifter, 
who refided for many years'in:Malabar and Coro. - 
mandel, from whence he removed to Ceylon: he 
has been allowed to have been extremely accurate 
sVOLs Vax - B -and 
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and fincere in his relations ; to have adhered ftrict- 


ly to fact, and to have avoided carefully thofe fa- 
buloug ftories that abound in the writings of other 
travellers: moft that he delivers he was an eye- 
witnefs of, and where fo avoid a breach in his 
account, he is obliged to have recourfe to the 
affiftance of others, he has taken care to confult 
the-moft-authentic records: he was certainly well 
qualified to interfperfe thofe military extracts that 
are to be found all me his performance, having 
perfonally attended, in his religious character, many 
fieges, battles and expeditions, where he was very 
exact in his obfervations, by being intimately ac- 
quainted with a learned. Bramin who lived in the 
iame houfe with him. He had an opportunity of 
being well acquainted with the cuftoms, manners, 
and ‘religious ceremonies of the Eaft Indians; and 
it was by means of this man that he fometimes got 
an infide view of the pagods and pagan temples, a 
jong which fcarcely any other traveller can boaft 

f having enjoyed. , Upon the whole, it is gene- 
aay: agreed that Baldeeus i is thro’ the whole’an im- 
ade writer. | 


lade: properly fo called, was adichei divided 
into India beyond the Ganges, and India within the 
Ganges, the- greater part of which is now known — 
by: the name of bose and ey ath to be the © 
Havila.of boly writ. | ey 

yindia confifts of a: ereat aumber of kinodone 
and provinces, \viz. _Indoftan, or the Mogul’s domi- 
nions, Decan or Vifiapour, Malabar, Coromandel, 
Crika, Bengal, Pegu, Siam, Cambodia, the Maldi- 
via iflands, the iflands of ‘Ceylon; Sumatra, Bor- 
neo, Bada: Amboina, the Molucca Iflands, &c. 


’&e.: Of each of thefe in particular it is not our — 


intention to treat, but barely of fuch parts of In- || 
? . Pita! 
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‘MALABAR: AND COROMANDEL.” — 3. 
dia as our author had an opportunity of being ace, 
quainted with; wherefore we fhall begin with, 
Cambaya or Guzurat, a name by which a, very 
delightful part of one province is diftinguifhed, and. 
whereby the whole is fometimes denominated. 

Cambaya tothe weftward forms a peninfula up- 
-on the gulf of India, and on the fouthward it is 
bounded by the kingdom of Decan; it is one of 
the moft fruitful provinces in India, and fupplies 
feveral of the neighbouring territories with divers. 
forts of provifions, fuch a Matter: oil, wheat, rice, . 
peafe, &c.it is famous for producing the beft cal- 
lico, and abounds with diamonds, amethytts, cor- 
nelian and other valuable ftones: the people in, 
general are of a quick conception, expert in trade, 
“not bad foldiers, and fond of learning ; they are 
either Pagans or Mahometans; and perhaps .com-. 
merce is in no part of India in a more flourifhing 
condition. ‘This country is at prefent fubject to 
-the Great Mogul; but was formerly governed by 
its own king, whofe revenues were very confider- 
able, and who could bring a numerous army into. 
the field: it is faid to contain ‘about thirty towns 
of note, among which are Amadabath, Cambaya,. 
Surat, 0a; &Cr. i. 

~The city of Cambaya not only gives name toa 
gulf, at the bottom of which itis fituated, but to 
the whole province; it lies in twenty-two degrees 
and thirty minutes north latitude, and. is called the, 
Cairo of the Indies, being a fine port, and a place 
of great trade; it is handfomely built, and forti-. 
_ fied with a triple wall, with twelve great gates, 
_ befides having a gate at the end of every ftreet, 
which is fhut up ata certain hour of the night to. 
prevent any diforders. Without fide the gates are. 
four fine ponds of water, and feveral magnificent 
i i Sania for the ufe of the inhabitants, who are for 
i B 2 | the 
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the moft part Pagans, and drive a confiderable 
trade in fuperfine ftuffs with Diu, Goa, Achen, 
Macka and Perfia, having three public market- 
places within the city. , et dae 
About eighteen leagues from the city of Cam- 
aya lies Amadabath, which is not only the prin- » 
cipal city of the divifion’ called Guzurat, but of the 
whole kingdom of Cambaya ; it is built upon the 
river Indus, dire¢tly under the tropic of Cancer: 
this town is large andypopulous, the ftreets are 
f{pacious, and the buildings, as well public as pri--> 
vate, very magnificent. Here is one of the fineft 
mofques in all India; it°was formerly a Pagan 
temple, and is curioufly adorned with mofaic work, 
and agate of different colours, of which the neigh-~ - 
bouring mountains yield great plenty: there are 
alfo two or three public endowments for the re- 
ception of maimed or fuperannuated monkies, an 
animal held in great veneration by the Banians who 
inhabit Amadabath, which was formerly the: feat 
of the Pagan-kings, many of whofe tombs are ftill 
worth attention. : rg 
The chief commodities of the place are girdles, 
turbans, damafks, tapeftries, fattins, filk-ftuffs, fugar, 
opium, borax, gum-lacca, preferved ginger, fal-~- 
armoniac, and indigo, called here anil; they alfo 
dealin mufk and ambergreafe ; but thefe are brought. 
hither from Pegu and Bengal. It is the refidence 
of a governor, who is very rich, and takes the rank 
of a raja or prince, under whom there is always a > 
well difciplined garrifon to awe the Badures, a 
neighbouring people that are free-booters, indepen- 
dent of the Mogul, whofe dominions they ravage 
- with every fair opportunity. Under the jurifdiGion 
.0; Amadabath are twenty-five confiderable towns, 
‘and a great number of villages: the country about 
it, which is a plain, difplays amoft beautiful land- 
Acape; it is watered by the river Indus, and is ob- 
; f liged 
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MALABAR AND COROMANDEL. ¢ 
“ Jiged to furnith the Mogul upon occafion with fits 2 


elephants and twelve thoufand horfe. 
Surat is fituated upon the gulf of Cambaya, : and 


is handfomely built, being inhabited by many Eng- 
lifh, French, and American merchants, who dwell » 


here on account of its being the place to which 
the diamonds paid to the Mogul, by way of tribute 


from the king of Golconda, are brought: it is alfo 


the mart for pearls, which are found off Cape Cor- 
morin, and in feveral parts of the Perfian gulf; 


for mufk, which is imported hither from China ; 
for ambergreafe, that is abundantly produced about 
_ the Cape of Good Hope; for civet, taken from an 


animal of the fame name; for divers forts of drugs, 

the produét of Arabia, and other places; for all'forts 
of Indian fpices, . viz. the nutmegs of Molucca, the 
clovesof Macacar, the cinnamon of Ceylon, ani. 


the pepper of Malabar; as well. as for variety. of © 
‘Indian -ftuffs, and cloths,. and callicoes... The go- 


vernor never goes abroad without a nume rous train — 
of attendance, both of horfe and foot, who make 
a very ma agnificent fisure, he being eithe r carried 
in alitter, or riding upon an elephant, The go- 
vernment is only temporary, being feldom left to . 
one man more than four. or five-years. The cuf- 
toms paid to the Mogul upon exports anid: imports 
are very confiderable, being one tenth either in 
money or goods, at the option of the merchant. 
In Surat are to be found people of ail religions, 


each man living according to his own principles ; 


but the Mahometans are the molt’ numerous party $ 
and there are a fect of Pagans, of fo humanéa dif- 
pofition that they account it a crime'to deprive the 
meaneft infect of life: and their priefts, who go. 
naked, -their bodies clotted with ditt, and their 


hair growing down almoft to. their feet, left they 


fhould offend againft this ordinance of their reli-, 


gion, BE Ys in their hand a large feather fan, where- 


B 3 : ~ with: 


6 BALDHUS’S ACCOUNT OF 
with they brufh the duft before them as they 


‘walk, that they may not tread upon and kill a 


worm. ‘The people of Surat are extravagant in 
ornamenting their houfes, and have often floors of 
porcelain, They have but little glafs in their 
windows, ufing inftead thereof crocodile-fcales, 
mother of pearl, and tortoife-fhell, through which,. 
being of different colours, the fun fhining, caufes an 
agreeable diverfity of light and fhade. The tax: 
gatherers and officers of the cuftoms are often very 
_ infolent to ftrangers; and in 1649 their exa¢tions _ 

obliged the Dutch to feize upon fome goods belong- 
ing to the Mogul, the confequence of which was a 
treaty that fet the rights and liberty of foreigners 
' upon a furer footing. 

About ten leagues from the fea, and twelve to - 
the north of Surat, ftands the city of Brochia, on 
the fide of a very pleafant hill, at the bottom of 
which runs the river Nardabath, which might af- 
ford a good harbour tor fhipping; but the paflage > 
is ftopt up by afand-bank, about four leagues from 
the city towards the fea. It is famous for haviug 
manufactories of cloth, and the whiteft linen in 
India. The Dutch and Englith had formerly fettle- 
ments here, and the people of Malabar were wont 
to fend hither nine or ten thips yearly. The inha- 
bitants in general are Benjans, and among’them are 
many rich merchants and ingenious callico weavers. 
All merchandife pafling thro’ this town pays a duty 
_ of two per cent. to the Mogul: it contains eighty ~ 
feven villages in its territory ; the ground round it, 
except juft where it ftands; is for the moft part 
low; but the high.mountains of Vindat rife about 
fix leapues to the fouth-eaft of it. . 

Goga is a {mall town upon the gulf of Cambaya, | 
about thirty leagues from the city fo called; itis 
defended towards the fea by a {trong ftone wall, 
but on the land-fide entirely open: here the thips. 

. out- 


MALABAR AND COROMANDEL.  7- 
outward-bound from Cambaya and Amadabath, for 
Arabia and the fouthern parts, often puting in to 
vidtual: it was alfo.a ftation for the Portuguefe 

conveys; for the road, tho’ fhallow, is very fafe. 
'.. This province has many other towns ,of fome 
note, befides what we have mentioned ; fuch as Pat- 
tapatane; Mungerol, a place that produces excel- 
lent cotton; Brodera, where the companies fome- 
times keep factors to buy up coarfe cloth, of which 
large quantities are therein made... The people of 
this. province are artful and fubtle,, requiring to be. 
matched with equal policy: gravity, referve, and. 
fplendor impofe upon them, and thefe are modes 
that muft be obferved, becaufe they protect you 
from being over-reached: at the fame time, they 
are to be treated with great civility ; for infolence 
or affectation of fuperiority they will not brook. 
Their principal commodities are lead, quick-filver, 
cinnabar, ivory, copper, tin, porcelain, nutmegs, 
cloves, mace, and pepper; in- buying any of which . 
they will cheat’ you, both in weight and meatfure, 
if not carefully watched. .Their,trade to Mocha 
is very great, and renders it neceflary both, to the » 
Dutch and Englifh to keep fair with them. |. 


--Mocha is a town in Arabia Felix, fubject to the . 


_ Turks; it gives name to_a pretty large province, 
and is fituated at the entrance of the Red Sea, in 
thirteen degrees and twenty-eight minutes of north 
latitude... It was formerly'a poor village, inhabit- 
ed only by fifhermen, but now it is a place of very 
great importance, and of confiderable extent; the 
ground about itis barren; it is not walled in, but 
the houfes, which are flat-topped like thofe of 
Conftantinople, are handfome and commodious,, 
being built of red and blue ftones : the harbour to. 
the northward is defended by a caftle built of blue, 
ftone. In this town are three fine Pagan temples, . 
ene of which, ftanding in the midft of the city, is 
B 4 adorned 
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adorned with a high {teeple. As it is’ the refting- 
place of feveral caravans, the trade has been tranf- 
ferred thither from Aden, a city which has declined 
apace for fome time paft. It is inhabited by Turks, 
Arabians, Benjans, and Jews, and is pretty popu- 
lous; but chiefly, from the beginning of March to 
the middle of September, when the Manfonri ar- 
tives here, a fhip belonging to the Grand Signi- 
or, and kept to tranfport for his ufe’ the richeft 
commodities of the Red Sea: its cargo confifts of 
pieces of eight, ‘gold ducats, Italian gold tiffues, 
‘camblets, quick-filver, faffron, &c. befides fuch 
flaves as are taken up the Levant, and it is gene- 
rally efteemed worth three million of reals: this 
fhip fails back indponary, laden with fpices, indi- 
30, fine callicoes,’ turbans, and other Indian wares, 
There arrives here conftantly in March a cara- 
' van of Jews, Arabians, and Armenians from Alex: — 
andria and Aleppo; it confifts of fixteen hundred 
camels, and is laden with twifted filk, gold wire, _ 
red coral, cinnabar, faffron, myrrh, needles, {pec-— 
tacles, glaffes, knives, and {ciffars, &c. and this 
caravan leayes the place in December, laden with 
all’ forts of Indian goods; it'feldom travels above 
three’ or four leagues a day, marching very flowly : 
with it there come a multitude of pilgrims bound ta 
the tomb of Mahomet at Medina, about eight 
leagues from Meccha; of thefe it is faid there are 
yearly not lefs than thirty-five thoufand, oiateal 


Mocha is in the jurifdiGion of the Batha of 


7 


¥emak ; and the revenues of it are faid to be 
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liged to land their whole cargoes, and pay the full 
duty, whether they difpofe of them or no’; when 
they have cleared all out, they carry their fails and 
rudder athore, and theh fire a cannon to warn 
the governor, that he may fend an officer on board 
to fee that they have not feereted any thing. Each 
of thefe fhips is moreover obliged to pay an ex- 
traordinary tax, called anchorage-money ; ; this is 
raifed from ten to fifty reals, according to the bur- 
then of the vefiel. 

Befides thefe extortions upon the Nachodes or 
Moorith officers, there is {till another ; for as foon 
as they come into port, they are brought before the 
governor in great ftate, attended by drums, pipes, 
&c. being firft invefted with a certain robe of ce- ~ 
remony, which is taken from them on their return: 
and the fame farce is played over again when they 
are about to quit the town, for which they pay 
near fifty reals in all. About the {pring, the Por- 
tugaefe fhips from Goa, Goga, and other places put 
in here with rice and tobacco, which they difpofe 
of to the people of the country; as alfo indico, 
callicoes, Guzurate ftuffs,fail-cloth,and drugs, which 
are fold to the Turkifh caravans. They are paid 
for their cargo in pieces of eight, and a valuable 
red dye. 

About the fame time fhips from Cambaya sid 
Malabar bring hither pepper, all forts.of India cloth,. 
fuperfine turbans, white and blue girdles, painted 
callicoes, rice, Loburern’ porcelain, &c.. and take- 
in return reibine almonds, red dye, elephants teeth, 
coffee, and fometimes horfes.' The want of w ood 
and water is a great’ defect in this town: thefe 

however, as well as provifions are plenty in a {mall 


 ifland in the neighbourhood, ufed by the Englith 


tocareen in, where ‘old cloaths aréa very valuable 


comimodity. | ae 
| zB 5 Before 
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‘Before we quit thefe territories, it will not be 
amifs to fay fomething of the city of Agra, where- 

in the Great Mogul refides. Agra is the capital of 

Indoftan, fituated beyond the Ganges, upon the 

river Gemini; it is large, but not well-built, fur- 

rounded with a {trong wall of red ftone, and forti- 
fied with a ditch an hundred cubits in width, and 

_ it isa good day’s journey to ride round it on horfe- 

back; wherefore it is called the Queen of the Eaft: 

The ftreets are very long, and full of fhops.and _ 

magazines: there are in it fifteen market-places, — 

and eighty caravanferas, or places appointed. for - 
the reception of thofe who travel in caravans. 

‘There are fome elegant houfes belonging to the 

nobility; but in thofe of private people there is 

nothing remarkable; for in calling them indifferent 
we fay no worfe than can be faid of all the towns 
in India, They are divided one from the other by 
high {tone walls, intended principally to’ conceal 
their women. There is nothing in the whole town 
particularly worth feeing, except fome tombs that 

' are in the fuburbs; .and the-royal-palace,.in which 

the general aflembly of the great men of the em- 

pire meet, who very often are guilty of the moft 
atrocious, crimes, even in the prefence of their fo- 
vereign, and they have been known to murder one 

_ another, before his face, as happened in: 1644, 

when a commandant of five thoufand horfe refent- 

ing fomething that. had been faid to him by the 
king’s Bakia, which he interpreted into an affront, 
tho’ never, meant as fuch,. difpatched him with his 

{cymetar; whereupon he himfelf fell beneath the 

{words of two others who were friends to the de- 

ceafed. And the confequence was a violent commo- 

tion, wherein many people loft their lives, and to 
quell which.a very confiderable force proved necef- 
fary: however the Mogul, who had been an eye- 
poata diy | | witnefs 


~ F 
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witnefs of the whole, ordered the body of the ag- 
greflor to be flung into the-river, and therein mani- - 
fefted an inclination to juftice. i 


- 


| Cub Ake cH boii) 

The ftrength and importance of Diu, in poffeffion of 

the Portuguefe: the kingdom and city of Vifiapour 

| deftribed : the revenge of an Italian upon one of the 
Mogul’s officers, for being over-curtous, related : an 
account of Bombay, and of the firft fettling of the 
Portuguefe under Albuquerque at Goa: the air of 
Goa very hurtful: the great power of the viceroy : 
the Portuguefe inhabitants of Goa characterized: 
the divifions of Malabar; its produce and trade: 
ihe climate inclement. i 


HERE isa {mall ifland on this fide the Gan- 

ges, called Diu; in which is a city of fome 

note bearing the fame name; wherein the Portu- 
guefe, who have been poffefled of it fince the 
year 1563, have three ftrong forts, one of which 
is thought impregnable, being furrounded - with 
a double ditch filled with fea-water, in one of 
which there is a good anchorage for fuch veffels as 
are admitted into it: it is built upon a high rock, 
flanked with ftrong baftions, and furnifhed with 
fome: pieces of artillery: The trade of this place 
was much greater formerly than it is now; the - 
Dutch and Englith having removed it to Surat. 
Daman, Chaoul, and Bazain fhared in: the fate of 
Diu, and declined apace when their traffic was 
loft; fo that at prefent they are but little noticed. 
At the mouth of the river Helevaro, which takes 
its rife from the mountains of Ballaquate, ftands ia 
city called Dabul; it is in the kingdom of Decan, 
in latitude twenty, and was once a place of good 
&B 6 trad2: 


rm BALD MUS’s ACCOUNT oF 
trade; but has not quite recovered fince'it was plun- 
dered and burned by the Portuguefe under Dalmey- 
da in the’ year rpogeoti: Ce nesuiteal aa hi? 
Having taken notice of the moft remarkable 
places in the kingdonis of Cambaya and Decan, we 
fhall now proceed-to Vifiapour, it being the next 
in our-way, -meafuring in length two hundred and 
fifty leagues, and an hundred and fifty in breadth, 
‘The principal city in this territory bears the fame 
name; it is five leagues in compafs, furrounded 
by ftrong walls, with five noble gates, whereon 
‘were faid to be a thoufand pieces of cannon, brafs 
and iron; amongft which was one carrying five 
hundred and forty pound of gun-powder : this was 
faid to be the work. of a native of Rome, who 
threw one of the king’s commiffioners that pretend- 
ed to inquire into what it had coft, into the mold 
wherein he had caftit. -T he king’s palace is in the 
anidft of the town, furrounded by. 4 ditch filled with 
‘water and abounding with. crocodiles. It had for- 
merly a fovereign of its own’; but was reduced by 
the Great Mogul after a very wearifome war : itis. 
forty leagues from Dabul, and fixty from Goas 
clofe to it runs the river Mandoa; Narrafpour and 
‘Serrapour, two villages, the former of which was 
once the refidence of the kings of Vifiapour, are 
now united to its fuburbs, which are inhabited 
by its richeft merchants), <0 | 
Bombay, which formerly belonged to the Portu- 
-guefe, but «was given to the Englifh in 1662, as 
- part of the dowry of the Infanta of Portugal, when 
married to. our Charles I.and wherein otir Fatt. 
India ‘company have a confiderable fettlement, “is. 
fituated in the’ kingdom of Vifiapour, as is -alfo 
‘Wingurla, where the Dutch are poffefed of a goo. 
factory, -and which is of great importance to them, 
as well on account of its great plenty of provifion, 
as for its Proximity toGea.ce Viera sla wielal 
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MALABAR AND COROMANDET,,. 13 
Goa is the capital of the Portuguefe Indies, be 
ing the feat of a bithopand a viceroy it was firft 
fubdued by Albuquerque, a name’ well known in 
this part of the world, who was driven out of it 
once, but returned with an additional reinforces — 
ment, and took it again by afflaule: after which exs 
ploit, he took care to fortify the:place: with» brick 
and ftone, and erected a brazen: crofs, which being 
found among the ruins of fome part of the.town, 
without any one’s being ableto comprehend whence 
it could come, was.called Miraculous; andin order 
to fecure to the Portuguefea firm footing here, heof- 
fered confiderable advantages to-fuch of his foldiers 
as intermarried with the women of the country, 
Goa ftands upon-am ifland formed by the the ri- 
" vers Mandova and Guari, ‘in fifteen degrees and 
twenty minutes of north latitude; it is furrounded 
by very high mountains, which. prevent the free 
courfe of the air, and confequently render it 
wholefome ; and: it. is fatal to moft European con- 
’ ftitutions, a circumftance thati hindersit from being 
fo. well inhabited as. it might otherwife be : however, 
there is in it a great number of handicraft tradef 
men’; and the principal {treet is lined with hops 
of filk, porcelain, drugs, &c. Provifidns, and all 
forts of wares are daily fold by a public auctioneer 
called lalang, to the higheft bidder, in the market- 
place; and here a man may, in a fhort time, pur- 
chafe flaves, houfes, furniture, or any thing which 
he ftands in need of. Little bufinefs can be done 
' ‘here in the middle of the day, on account of the 
exceffive heat. Their police is good and well regu- 
lated; and’ they have a public infirmary, thought 
by thofe who have feen it and compared it with 
others, to be one of the fineft in the world. The 


"churches of Goa are fuperbly adorned; the win- 


dows being fet with mother of pearl inftead of glafs: 
there are feven parift churches befides the cathe- 
oe i | rays 7 


*- 


14 BALDAUS’S ACCOUNT OF 


dral, and many monaftries: the port is a very fine — 
one, and may be put in competition with thofe of 
Conftantinople and ‘Toulon, which can be exceed- 
ed by none. It is remarkable, that no fifth arefound | 
in it, and fcarcely any pigeons can live in the air . 
-of Goa, which is however well noted for ex: 
cellent fweetmeats. The Jefuits are called here 
Paulifts; from a great church belonging to them, 
dedicated to St. Paul; they have four other churhes 
befides, ‘the ceiling of one of which, known by 
the name of the Good Jefus, is finely painted. 
The vice-royalty of Goa is one of the greateft in. 
the world, having under it, at the viceroy’s  dif- 
pofal, the. government of Mozambic in Africa, 
of Mafcate in Arabia, of Ormus in Perfia, of Cey- 
Jon near Cape Cormorin, and of Molucca at’ the 
bottom of the Gulph of India; any one of which 
is as profitable as the beft government in.Europe. 
It is certain, that tho’ the territory of Goa does — 
not. produce fo much now, as before the Dutch 
‘and Englifh had obtained fo firm a footing in Indfa_ 
as they now maintain, it {till yields very great wealth 
to the-crown of Portugal. | 
The Portuguefe, who are naturally indolent, are 
here {till more fo; for giving themfelves upentirely — 
tofenfuality and pleafures, they leave their bufinefs 
to be managed by flaves, to whom even the women 
abandon the care of their children. The iffue of 
an Indian woman and a Portuguefe are -called Mef- 
tizes, and the offspring of thefe again are called 
Caftizes. .Drunkennefs is here but little known, 
yet murders, in confequence of very trivial difputes, 
are-frequent, and fornication and adultery are 
‘thought nothing of, luft.being no where more in- 
dulged: however, the men, who are perhaps not _ 
without caufe extremely jealous, never permit their 
wives to walk’; if they go abroad, they are covered 
in clofe chairs and veiled, and at home are kept _ 
’ i: 
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in the upper part of the houfe, where the win- 
dows are latticed, and fo contrived as to admit of 
no communication with the ftreet; they all ufe 
. {nuff extravagantly, and none of them, whovare in 
the leaft removed from the common herd, will ° 
walk out without. having their fword carried by 
one fervant, and an umbrella by another; perhaps 
no people can be more proud; they are fond of 
{troking up their whifkers. The venereal difeafe 
is common here, and they are afflicted with fe- 
vers, which they cure by bleeding; they devour 
large quantities of fweetmeats, and drink a deal of 
water ;. the women live much upon rice, tho’ they 
have wheaten bread; they alfo chew beetle and 
drink arrack, and make great ufe of pickles, whence 
they contract a very pale complexion, eo 
About twelve leagues from Goa is the Ifland of 
Anchedia, covered with wood, and the water’ 
about it well ftored with fifth: the Portuguefe had 
a ftrong-fort here, formerly, which they demolith- 
ed themfelves, finding it but of little fervice, as 
they did that of Onor, a city alfo in this neigh- 
bourhood, but belonging to the kingdom of Cafa- 
ra; the foil whereof is fertile in rice and other 
neceffaries of life; the inhabitants are well able 
to bear hard labour. The next city of note is Bate- 
calo, which became tributary to Portugal in the 
reign of Emanuel; but the inhabitants ceafing to 
pay their quota, they were foon brought to terms 
by a Portuguefe fleet commanded by Alphonfo 
Renes, and afterwards by Sofaga, who obliged 
them not only to acknowledge their fubjetion, 
but alfo compelled the queen to pay the arrears 
of the tax. Befides what we have mentioned, there 
are the towns of. Barcelor, Baranor, and Mangalor, 
which not being of any confequence, we hall pafs | 
over, and proceed to Malabar, which begins about fifty 
leagues to the fouth of Goa, extending to Cape Co- 
oe - morin, 
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morin, and the utmoft ‘borders of India on’ this. 
fide the Ganges. - pei k WEES) 
~. Malabar was formerly fubje@t to one fovereign, 
who refided at Celeuff; but he being loft on his 
return from vifiting the tomb of Mahomet, and _ 
leaving no heirs, his efquire, his fword-bearer, and 
his fcepter-bearer, being the principal people in 
power, divided thé kingdom between them. — 

It now contains the: kingdoms ‘of Canamor, Ca- 
lecut, Cranganor, Cochin, and’Coulang; to which. 
fome add Frecancon, Porca, arid Coulecolang; but 
they ‘are fcarcely worth including. Fhe whole 
country is well watered, and the communication 
between different ‘places confequently eafy ; but 
the rivers in general are fhallow, and not  ca- 
_pable of bearing fhips of burthen; the largeft of. 
them are Bergera, Parane, and Crunganon, which 
have eighteen or nineteen feet at high water, and are 
the boundaries of Calecutand Cochin: the former 
Ys a remarkable receptacle for pirates. - 
‘* During the months of January, February, and. 
March, the nights along the coaft are extremely 
‘cold, accompanied with thick fogs, yet the days — 
are very hot, and’ they have a fea wind every day 
from ten in the morning till funfet, and a land wind 
‘every night: from June to November it is’ very 
dangerous being on the coaft, and their winter be+ - 
_ ‘gins in May and continues till November. Pepper 
and cardamum are the principal products of Mala- 
‘par; the former is better and cheaper-d4t one 
‘place than another, it thrives beft in the: fhade, 
‘and has a weak ftem, like. our vine, requiring 
fupport; every ftem bears about fix bunches, each 
bunch a foot long, of the colour of red‘ grapes be- 
‘fore it ripens ;‘ they are-plucked green in October 
-and November, and become black by being dried in 
‘the fan upon mats: here is alfo good ginger and: 
borborri of a faffron colour, with a few aloes. Ma~’ 
: labar 
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lalabar alfo yields plenty of wax, an indifferent 
fort of falt-petre, and, fome bezoar ftones: the 
country abounds ia cocoes and {uch other fruit trees 
as are natural tothe climate of India. | , 

Opium fells well, the people ufing it in very 
large quantities, and ambergreafe will fell for five 
or fix reals an ounce; cloves, nutmegs, mace, al- 
lum, china-root, .lead,. tin, copper, brafs, brim- 
{tone, cinnabar, red damafks, fcarlet and crimfoa 
cloths, together with benzoin and coarfe porce- 
Jain, are all good. commodities in this place... The 
whole coaft abounds with fifh, and their cod “is 
particularly excellent; they have alfo oxen, {wine, 
and all forts of poultry in great plenty: from the 
cocoes is extracted a liquor, which taken fparingly 
is not unwholefome, and from it arrack is diftilled. 

Cananor is a populous city, the refidence of its 
king, who maintains a good number. of mufketeers 
and archers ; it was formerly a place of great trade, 
and many rich mahometan merchants live under 
’ protection -of the cannon of. the fortifications. It 
is about forty leagues to the north of Cochin, and 
has a Jarge fecure harbour.. The city of Terma- 
patan is about two leagues fouth of Cananor, and 
{frengthened on the land fide by a-good ftanch 


The fecond kingdom in Malabar is Calecut, be~ 
ginning four leagues to the fouth of the river Ber-. 
gera, and extending to the river Canganor, being 
a fpace of thirty-two leagues ;.it is twenty leagues 
The king of Calecut, is the mof powerful of 
the Malabar kings, having a good army, expert in. 
fire arms as well as in the bow and arrow. .Our 
author tells us, that the king of Calecut, whom he 
faw, appeared to be fifty years old,. and. that -his 
intellects were much damaged by the jmmoderate 
ufg of opium, The crown does not ricand,otn 

‘ae : the 
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the king’s fon, but to his fifter or to the mother’s 
neareft kindred, as being the fide fureft from baf- | 
tardy. No pepper muft be fold here to any but 
the king’s. factors, who afterwards difpofe of it at 
the beft market for his ufe. ABS 3 


Ca AP. Poe. 


The fituation of the city of Cranganor ; taken from the 
Portugucfe by the Dutch: Syriac fuppofed to be 
Spoken by the Saviour of mankind: the ecclefiafiical ° 
government of the Chriftians hereabout related: 

their great refpec? to St. Thomas: their boptifms, 
burials and marriages: the city of Cochin deferib- 
ed; confideratly damaged by the Dutch; whe in 

vain endeavour to acquire the ini of the 
country catholics: Porca and Coulang defcribed: a 
charadier of the Maiabar gentlemen: Tutecoryn 
deferibed: a fhort account of the pearl fifbery. 


RANGANOR is the chief city of the king- 
C3 dom of the fame name; it ftands upon a hill, 
being a fandy foil, five leagues to the north of Co- 
chin, and twenty to the fouth of Calecut; by it 
runs a winding river, which difcharges itfelf at a 
little diftance: into the fea: it was for many years 


_. the refidence of a Portuguefe archbifhop; and 


when the Dutch took poffeffion of it in the year 
1662, having driven out the Portugnefe, after a 
fiout refiftance, they found a noble college and a. 
library well furnifhed, the ftructure of which was 
very elegant; here was alfo a good cathedral and 
a: church belonging to the Francifcans; without 
the wall was the college of Chanotte, wherein the 
Chriftian youths received their education, and the. 
Syriac language was taught, which is in great 
efteem, asa language fuppofed to have been fome- 
time ufed by the Saviour of mankind and his apoftles. 

ia | The 
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‘The Chriftians of Cranganor are not rich. St. 
Thomas is their favourite faint, his feaft being - 
kept on the firft of July; and there are many pa- 
gans who keep the fame day in commemoration of 
him. Among the mountains of Chaldea lives their 
high. prieft, who has an ecclefiaftical council, con- 
fifting of twelve cardinals, two bifhops, and feve- 
ral priefts, with whom he fettles all religious dif- 
putes, and his mandates are carefully obeyed. The 
priefts have their heads fhaved fo as to: reprefent 
a crois; they adminifter the facrament in both 
kinds, making ufe of grape juice inftead of wine, 
and always confefling firft’; they do not baptife 
their children in Jefs than forty days, except in 
cafes of extremity; they fprinkle with holy water 
when they enter the church, and their forms of 
burial are the fame as in other catholic countries. 
The relations of the deceafed entertain their friends 
for about a week, in a plentiful manner, and the 
feaft is intermingled with prayers for the dead, 
. and encomiums upon his virtues and merit. They 
_ keep a ftri@ lent of forty days; and moft of their 
feftivals are the fame with thofe obferved by other 
Chriftian churches. They have convents and nun- 
neries, and adhere ftrictly to their vows, particu- 
larly to that of chaftity: they permit their clergy 
to marry once, but no oftener upon any account ; 
hor can any marriage.among them be annulled 
but by death; and the widow who takes a fecond 
hufband in lefs than twelve months after the death 
of the firft,-forfeits her dowry, 

The Ifle of Vaykin, - which “is pretty fertile, 
fubje&t to the king of Cochin, lies betwixt the ri- 
vers of Cranganor and of Cochin. ‘The Dutch 
erected a fort upon it, to which they gave the title 
ef New Orange in the year 1662, when they laid 
fiege to Cochin; the oe of which place is in the 

| “Seu 
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intereft of the Portuguefe, and his dominions are 
about ten leagues long. 

The city of Cochin is.very antient; it is lene | 
fantly fituated, but fo.very low and marfhy, that 


the air is not reckoned wholefome, and yet it.a- 


bounds with provifion; and the Portuguele, who 
fortified itin 1504, have ‘embellifhed it confiderably, 
It is about two miles long, and lies in ten degrees 
north latitude, having the fea to. the weftward; 

and at the highett fide, the river being near twen- 
ty fathom deep.;, but the entrance of the harbour 
in winter is difficult, being choaked up with fand, 

which’ is carried away by the violence of the cur- 
rent in fummer, Some of the principal houfes 
have gardens that reach to the river, in which 
there is pleaty of fith, which. the Chinefe are 
dextrous in. catching with nets, . The Jefuits-had 
here a good church, with avery mufical. ring 
of bells, alfo a college three ftories high, furvound- 
ed by a ftrong” wall; the cathedral. was fupported 
by two rows of pillars ; it had a fine fteeple, and 
was admired as. a very mafterly piece of architec- 
ture» but .thefe and feveral other good churches 


.were demolifhed by the Dutch when they drove _ 


aut the Portuguefe; however, they fpared.a Fran« 
cifcan monaftery, and permitted two brothers, who 
inhabited it, to have a free exercife of their reli- 
gion. 
_ The houfes of Cochin, which belong to any peo- 
ple of fwbftance, are divided from each other by. 
thin high walls: the Jews who inhabit here. are 
neither white, black, nor brown, but of a colour 
between. the three they are allowed .to havea fy- _ 
nagogue without the fortifications. . The Chrifti~ 
ans and, mahometans, or natives, of Malabar, have 
different parts. of the city afligned them to refide. 
tas theis commixing having been for pany produc-: 
Stat tive 
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tive of great difputes’s that wherein’ the: latter re 
fide being lower than the other, and: ‘built after? 
the Indian fafhion, with very broad ftreets: how- 
ever, the regal palace is built with brick and ‘ftone + 
and.hasfome apartments that are loftyand fpacious 
inthe European manner: near it is'a pagan temple,’ 
befide which ftands a: large: ciftern. pee OSH 
The Portuguefe’ had been im pofleffiom of ‘Cox 
chin about a hundred: and fifty years, when they: 


- . Were attacked by the Dutch in 1661, whom’ they 


obliged to quit the fiege andweigh*anchor in the: 
night; but the fucceeding year the Hollanders’ re= 
turned with great force, and -obliged ‘them to fur- 
render on conditions, not at all difhonourable ‘to: 
thofe who were vanquifhed, which were faithfully: 
obferved by the’ Dutch general, who was vifited) _ 
foon after the reduétion by a Roman ‘catholic — 
bifhop, whom he received in-a very refpectful man- 
ner; but he found it impoffible to gain the friend- 
fhip of the head of the Malabar church, and many 
of his followers, whoinhabited’ the Chaldean moun-’ 
tains. . | 

About four leagues to the fouthward of Cochin — 
begins the kingdom of Porea or Percatti, the air ‘of 
which place is not reckoned good, and the inhabi-i 
tants are greatly afflicted with blindnefs and fwel-~ 
led legs, ‘which they attribute to certain’ nitrous: 
particles that impregnate the water which they 
commonly drink; the foil is very fruitful, and yields: 
plenty of rice. When the Dutch ‘arrived here in 
1642, they found the king engaged in a war with’ 
the Portuguefe, who had feized fome part of his’ 


dominions. This monarch was glad of a new al-) > 


ly ; in confequence of the affiftance promifed him 
by the Dutch, he’allowed them to’ load: one’ fhip 
yearly with pepper’in his kingdom, and granted: » 
his. proteétion to all {hips belonging to the repub=. 
lic of Holland that fhould chance to touch at Por- 

ca, The king who reigned here in 4664, of 
, ae | ne: ‘ whom 
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whom our author had:an audience, was about 
twenty-four years old, ftrong limbed, well propor- 
tioned, and very active ; his ears, fingers and feet~ 
were loaded with jewels of confiderable value > he 
has about five hundred {mall gallies, wherewith 
in the rainy feafons, when the water covers all the 
furrounding countries, he makes frequent excurfions, 
to the great annoyance of the king of Cochin, 
who is his foe; he was for fome time at variance 
with the Dutch, but they reduced him by the 
ford. The people of Porcaor Percatti ufed for- 
merly to tranfport their pepper to Mocha; but 
fince the Englith have trafficked here in that com- . 
_ modity, they have eftablifhed a fa¢tory by the fea- 
fide. The inland inhabitants get their livelihood 
by gathering and managing pepper, which they are 
obliged to fell toa Bramin, who is the king’s fac- 
tor: many of them were converted to Chriftianity 
by the Portuguefe. : 
Next to Porca is Calecoulang, a kingdom of no 
great extent, where the Dutch had formerly facto-; 
ries to buy up pepper; but the leaft of all the Ma~ 
Jabar kingdoms is that of Coulang, extending to — 
the utmoft point of Cape Comorin.. The chief 
city of this kingdom, whence it takes its name, is 
counted one of the moft wealthyin Europe} the — 
air being falubrious, and there being in the neigh- 
bourhood many excellent fprings; it ftands near 
the fea fide, is adorned with trees, and contains 
fome fine houfes and feven churches. When the 
Portuguefe firft came into:this kingdom, they erected 
a {trong houfe wherein to defend ‘themfelves from 
the treachery of the natives ; but being one night off 
their guard, they were furprifed and all cut to 
pieces; which piece, of treacherous barbarity was ~ 
afterwards revenged by Laurence the fon of Francis 
Almeyda, who burned twenty fhips belonging to — 
_ the king of the place, richly laden, 
) In, 
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In the year.1503, a: Dominican. friar called Ro- 
theric, preached the gofpel here, and made many 
converts to Chriftianity. The inhabitants are very 
treacherous, having one time bafely afflaffinated 
. fome Dutch officers withoutfide one of the gates, 
and another time endeavoured to furprize them 
within the town, under cover of night, which they 
Were very near effecting. Hy *} 
We ought before to have obferved that the gen- 
tlemen of Malabar, or fuch as derivé their lineage 
from princes and Bramins are called. Nairos, and 
that they are proud, arrogant, bold, and» info- 
lent; when they meet any common people in the 
{treet, they cry out po, po, that is give way, give 
way. They always wear fhields and fcymetars, 
Which they leave at the door when they vifit a 
neighbour’s wife; thefe being the badges of their 
prefence within, and a warning that no body may 
enter to difturb them. They are good wreftlers, 
and introduced early to the field; in order to 
_ make their nerves pliable, they rub them conftantly 
with an oil particularly adapted to the purpofe; 
they are well verfed in the gymnattic arts, handling’ 
the bow and arrow, firing the mufket, &c. and’ 
of late years they have been taught to make their 
gun-powder, barrels, and matches) They com-: 
' monly engage without any cloaths, but a {mall piece. 
of ftuff girded round the wafte; in fighting they 
often wheel, with a view of taking the advantage - 
_ of their antagonifts; and when. they turn their 
backs and you would think them about to run, — 
_ they face about and renew the attack with freth 
. vigor; they handle their thields in their defence 
with great dexterity; The worft fort of them 
are well known in Batavia; they are a company of. 
defperadoes who bind themfelves and all their 
kindred by oath, to revenge an injury that is done. to’ 
them. The power of the kings of Malabar is’ ... 
| : . nies eftimated 
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eftimated-by the number of Nairos in his fervice; “ies 
they are generally very faithful to their fovercign, 
and to revenge his death would facrifice their 
heart’s blood. hianiy 
"They are’ declated enemies of the Chriftians, as 
being naturally fierce, cruel, and luftful ; they op- 
pofed' the Hollandeys in 1661 when they attacked 
Coulang, and between feven and eight thoufand of 
them who had given themfelves  falfe fpirits with — 
opium, defended the place for fome time rather like — 
fiends than men. Sometime before that period, 
they fell upon and killed thirty Portuguele who 
had been concerned in plundering, in the time of 
peace, a rich pagan temple about ten leagues from 
the city. A veffel filled with fomie of the booty, 
having been fent as a prefent to John king of Por- 
tugal, he ordered it to be immediately returned and 
depofited in the pagode whence it was taken, and’ 
what is {till more furprizing, ‘this order was made 
in purfuance of the then reigning pope’s advice, 
Soon after “the city of Coulang was taken by the, 
Dutch, their fhips, being twenty three in number, 
- ‘were in great danger from a violent ftorm, which 
however they ourid with the lofs of three floops; 
the ftorm lafted for three days, and what made it 
more alarming to the Dutch, was, there being four 
 veffels expofed to it laden with provifions, fuch as - 
meal, bacon, cheefe, wine, and oil, befides a re-  — 


inforcement. of landmen, moft of whom laboured _ 


under the bloody flux; however, as foon as the 
tempeft was appeafed, the fortifications of the 
place were repaired as expeditioufly as poffible, 
it was well garrifoned, and the fleet fenthome. 
Along the fea fhore of a neighbouring kingdom | 

_ called Frevancor, you find feattered feveral {mall 
_ Chriftian churches ufed by the Partias who believe 
in Chrift, and owe what little knowledge of reli- 
gion they have to St. Francis Zavier: the ;Dutch 
| acquired - | 
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acquired their hatred by plundering their places 
of divine worfhip, and defpoiling them of their 
images; and to no purpofe did our author endea- 
-vour to inftruct thefe people in the principles of 
the reformed church, there was no pofiibility of 
prevailing over their prejudices, and the influence 
‘of the Roman catholic. priefts difperfed among 
‘them in pretty good numbers; yet the whole of 
the Paruas knowledge confifts in their being able 
to repeat by heart the creed, the lord’s prayer, 
the ‘falutation of the virgin, and the ten com- 
mandments. Among the few minifters of the re- 
formed miffion, who endeavoured to preach the 
-gofpel and difpel the mifts of ignorance that over- 
ee this land, was John Fereira Almeyda, a na- 
tive of Lifbon, who had been formerly a Roman- 
Catholic, but having abjured that religion and fled 
from Goa, he was: there burned in efigy; a ftory 
‘which was fo well propagated, that he could get 
no body to liften to him, and of confequence no 
body upon the miffion among the Paruas had lefs 
fuccefs. ! 6. | 
Tutecoryn, which was taken by the Dutch in 
1568, not without a warm difpute, the natives 
having fet fire totheir town and to fome {mall gal- 
leys belonging thereto, is properly no more than 
a village, as being on every fide defencelefs, with- 
out wall, ditch, or fortification, Here is made the 
beft lime in India.:Itis adorned with threchand fome | 
churches, and feveral houfes well built of tone; and 
from it there is an entertaining fea profpet.. The > 
Dutch have often, fince they gained ground here, 
attempted to raife fome fortifications, but the fove- 
reign of the territory, or the Naik, with whom 
they don’t care to quarrel, never would permit it ; 
Yo that they are obliged to ufe the churches for a” 
factory, wherein they maintain a principal and de- 
| C 
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puty factor, with three afiiftants: and se 
diers. : | 


Near this place is a ens pent fifhery, a fhort | 
account of which will not perhaps be difagreeable. 


The pearls are found in eatable oyfters at eight, 


nine, or perhaps ten fathom deep, and diving for — 


them is fometimes attended with great danger; this | 


fifhery is not allowed every year, becaufe then the 
oyfters would never come to maturity; befides, 


the oifter beds are often covered with find. ‘ 


They try by certain experiments if it be a proper 


ee” Se 


time to fifh; and if it prove fuch, the neighbour- - 


ing inhabitants, together with their families, re-— 
move to the fea fide, where they live under tents: 
until the feafon is over.. The Dutch have a parti-* 


cular proportion of what is taken, for defending the 


trade ;. and the reft is difpofed of in the public 


markets of Tutecoryn and Califfamam. 


The pearls of this coaft every way exceed fath 
as are taken up near Ormus on the Perfian gulf, 


whence a great deal of pearl duft is tranfported to - 
Europe, where it is ufed in -pectorals. ‘Pearls — 


feem to be nourithed by water and fand, and are 


efteemed according to their fize, thape, and co-. 


lour. 


Tutecoryn 4s . pretty populous, there being a 


large manufattory for weaving eftablithed here ; 
and plenty of fugar, rice; and all kinds of | provi- 


fions. In Optober.A this climate is troubled. with 


very ice ee forms, and during Ag evi gee : 


apt to otbe omoterbreakings aut and nc se cuta- 
neous diforders. | The: nights of i tr . bruary 
and March are extrer id, with t heavy 
fogs; yet the’ days: are $6 Hoe ¢ that people cannot 
bear to fet their naked feet to the ground, 
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| CHAP, Ios. 

Lhe difference of feafons in the fame degree of latitude 
accounted for according to reafon : fudden gujts of 
wind dangerous, proved by examples: Tondy and 
Negapatnam defcribed : the latter Jurrenders upon 

- condition to the Hollanders: the bot winds often 
have a bad effec : a famine in which the people fell 
themfelves for litile or nothing : the trade of Tran 
gebar, _ Porto-Nuove, Tegnapatnam, and Tire= 

-  poplter: the fortifications of the city of Changier 
|. defcribed : our author is well received here: a cha- 
ratter of his chief minifter: fome account of the 

cily of Mafulipatam: “of the diamonds, rubies, 
and other commodities that are exported thence: 

‘great hardjbips in trading in this place. 

 ¥T will not be amifs to obferve here that there 
i is fomething furprizing in the different feafons, 
which at the very fame time of year reign in Tu- 
-tecoryn and Comorin; for while, from April to 
‘September, both months inclufive, the air is calm 
fettled and delightful, producing all the bleffings 
_ of fummer, on the fouth fide of Cape Comorin; 
on the north fide the weather is thick, foggy, and 
‘unwholefome ; the rains pour down in-torrents and 
continued tempefts feem to threaten immediate 
devaftation ; this is caufed by the mountains of 
the Cape, round which the fouth winds blowing: 
at this time clear. the air on the fouth fide, and 
carry all the turbulent weather to the northward : 
the mountains are certainly the receptacles of winds — 
and rains, which, according as they emit, form 
the feafons and influence the temperature of the 

air. | : i 

_ This is a truth, our author obferves, that is 

_ very difcernible' on the Cape -of the fouth point of 
hs Crs Africa, 
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Africa, where from the caverns and hollow places 
in the mountains, fudden gufts of wind often rufh 
out, of force fufficient to overturn every thing that 
oppofes them: by one of thefe, he fays, he faw 
‘once a coach belonging to fome of the Dutch — 
factory overturned, and ‘by another, he himfelf | 
was near being born from his horfe, keeping the 
{addle with great difficulty. Thofe who are well 
acquainted with the Cape of Good Hope, take the 
gathering of thick clouds on the top of the table — 
mountain, as an infallible fign of an approaching — 
cempelt. ; 

The tops of the mountains near the equinoétial 
line, foaring to a confiderable, nay to a prodigious _ 
height, ftop the free courfe of the air, which — 
moves from weft to eaft regularly, and it is there- 
by condenfed into clouds, and. neceffarily pro- 
duces on one fide wind and rain, while to the 
other it gives the moft ferene weather; for thefe 
mountains rife as if to divide winter and fummer, 
and hence the regular rains of {pring.and autumn ~ 
are eafily accounted for. Ths country about 
Columbo, Gale, and Mature, being the. moft 
mountainous part of the Ile of Ceylon, has very 

-feafonable rains; while in the open flat country as 
about Jefnapatnam, &c. it rains only in October, 
"November, and fome fall part of the month of De- 
cember; the defect, however, is remedied by fogs ' 
‘and dews: this affertion can alfo be attefted by the 
inhabitants of Peru, where'the land near the moun- 
tains is often refrefhed with fhowers, whereas in 
the more expofed countries, efpecially near the 
fea, they have only heavy fogs or thick dews. ‘It ” 
is to be hoped our readers will excufe our ‘detain-— 
,ing them thus long upon this fubjeét, as our in-— 

- tention was in fome meafure to account for the Vaq\ 

rieties of weather at the fame: time prevailing in 
the felf-fame climate; and for a farther elucidation” 
# . of | 


be 
+ 
+S. 
Ac. 
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of this entertaining inquiry, we beg leave to refer 
them to lord Verulam; and Cartefius, who have 
treated upon it largely and judicioufly. 

There are many of the Paruas churches to be 
met with on the road from Tutecoryn, to the 

Ifle of Rammanakoyel, which ifle abounds ia 
cattle, and takes itsname from Bramma or Ramma, 
and the Malabar word Koyel, which fignifies a 
temple; there being avery fine one erected to the 
lord of the ifle on the fea-fide, in which it is faid 
there are immenfe treafures, and which has its 

_ foundation. ftrengthened by ftones of prodigious 

magnitude, whereby the force of the waves dafh- 
ing againft it, and enraged by the fouth winds, is 

_- broken. : 

The foil is not over fruitful, it is in general light 
~and fandy, fo that when the wind blows hard, it is 

*neceffary to fecure the eyes, which: otherwife will 
‘fuffer. The lord of the ifle has built a ftrong 
fort oppofite to the territory, of the Naik on the 

Coromandel coaft; the cannon of it commands a 
ftrait leading to Manaar, Jafnapatnam, and Nega- 
patnam, and with finking a few {tones he-can quite 

- choak up the channel; thus being entire mafter of 

the navigation, thofe who trade in thefe parts muft 
be always careful of maintaining a good corre- 
{pondence with him. Here is a very ftri& watch 
kept; and in 1662, a lieutenant, by name Herman 
Egbertz, and Philip Baldeus were made prifoners, 
as they paffed this way, and very clofely confined, 
being kept for fometime without any thing either 
to eat or drink; nor were they releafed till an in-. 
habitant of Manaar, who chanced to pafs the fame 
road. and knew our author, offered to anfwer for 
~ him and his companion. | 
_ In this neighbourhood is a ridge of fands and 
~rocks, over which {mall boats may fometimes pafs, 
* Cus called - 


s 
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called Adam’s-Bridge, of which we {hall fpeak 
more largely in our defcription of Ceylon. 


It is now time for us to take fome view of the © 
fouth parts of Coromandel, fubje&t for the moft _ 
part to the Naik of Madure and Tanjouwer’ and — 
Ahere the firft place of any note that we meet with is — 
’Tondy, whence they yearly tranfport a great number _ 
of cattle to Jafnapatnam; and here in the road to — 
Negapatnam, ftands a pagode called. Hacliemeer, © 


which is a.very lofty building. The city of Ne- 
gapatnam is fituated near the fhore, without any 


convenient harbour, which is indeed the cafe all © 


-along the coatft af. Coromandel. Patnam in the © 


Malabar language fignifies a city, and nega a fer- 
pent; with a venemous {pecies of which the 


-country hereabouts abounds, which are held in ~ 
fuch veneration by the Pagans, that it is thought — 
an unpardonable crime to kill one ; ; and he who 


_fhould do it by chance, would’ look upon it as the 
prelude of fome terrible misfortune. The city.of 
_Negapatnam was taken from the Portuguefe in 


1659 by the Dutch forces, commanded. by John — 
Van der Laan, and Lucas Van der Duffen. It fur-— 


rendered upon condition, and the Portuguefe were 
allowed to depart with their families, fubftance 


and church ornaments, to certain fhips appointed 


by the Dutch for that deryicns .i ere are fome 


good buildings and a handfome church, whence — 
~ there isa good profpect of the fea, from which they 


have breezes very refrefhing both to men and 
beafts, but the land winds are hot and ftifling ; 
while the latter continue blowing, the people gather 
their water in Stone veffels, and it keeps very cool : 

what makes the heat more intollerable is, that 
thefe winds obfiruct the perfpiration, and at Mafu- 


lipatan they are fo very flifling, as often to. kill the in- ' 
habitants. On the north fide of Negapatnam, with- 
out the gates, ftands a very oe pagode called. 


China ; 
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China}; and near it a fine feat with good orchards _ 
and clegant gardens built by a rich Portuguefe. 

Some fhort time before Baldzus arrived, the 
King of Vifiapour had invaded the country, 
and deftroyed all the fruits of the earth; and 
vafterwards, the Naik befieged the city, but was 
repulfed with confiderable lofs: -thefe troubles 
had produced a famine fo very rigorous, that the 
country people not finding fubfiftence without the 
_ gates, crouded into the city in fearch of rice and 
other eatables, where there not being fufficient 
- provifion for them all, the ftreets were filled 

with the moft miferable objects dying for want, 
and offering to fell: themfelves as flaves for a. 
little bread; upwards of five thoufand of thefe 
-emaciated creatures were bought and carried to 
Jafnapatnam, as many more to Columbo, and feve- 
_ ral thoufands were tranfported to: Batavia, having. 
‘been purchafed upon an average at ten fhillings a 
head. | The Naik has had feveral ftruggles with the 
Dutch fince their being fettled here, but he has 
always been worfted.. eon 
- About’ two. leagues from Negapatnam, lies a 
town ‘called Carcal, where is made a fort of ftuff 
much in ufe with the Japonefe, called Rambotyns ; 
before the Dutch were mafters of Negapatnam, 
they hada factoryin this place. 3 
Three leagues beyond it ftands Trangebar, a 
Danith fort, confifting of four bulwarks, and gar- 
rifoned by Topaffes and Negroes; it is inhabited by 
-Portuguefe, Pagans, and Mahometans, who have 
little or no traffic, and fubfift principally by de- 
 fpoiling their neighbours with whom they are always 
at variance; becaufe they were formerly: treated 
very ill by them. About the year 1658, one Si- 
‘mon van Medenblick had, acting under a Danifh 
~commiffion, taken a Moorifh veffel which was very 
C 4 rich ; 
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rich; and put the whole crew to the fword. 


Porto-Nuovo belonging to the Portuguefé,. is 
about four or five leagues from Trangebar, it is 


inhabited by Portuguefe, who trade chiefly in 


arrack, coco-nuts, and hard-wood, called hunter’s — 
wood: the Dutch have a factory about a league © 


_ beyond it, at a place called Tegnapatam; and a 
S little farther on, lies Tirepoplier, upon a river 


which is navigable within half a league of the © 


Dutch factory, where there is good anchorageina _ 


grey fandy bottom in feventy feven fathom vw ater: 
here is acaftle of fome ftrength, and a handfome 
pagode, with a very high flat-roofed ftone tow- 
er, which ferves as a landmark to mariners. The 
foil is either rock or fand, and it is under the 
jurifdiction of Chriftappanaik, who refides at 
ion pha two days journey to the fouth of Tire- 


poplier. 


‘The city of Changier is well inhabited, three 
‘times as large as Rotterdam, fituated in a de. ~ 
lightful vale, and watered on the fouth by a 


river ; it is fortified with double {tone -walls; on 
the outfide are four high rocks, on one where- 
of ftands a good pagode, and on each of the 
other three a ftrong caftle: thefe rocks afford good 


_ fithponds, fine gardens, and moft delicious {prings. 
of water; befides, the principal avenue of the | 


city is commanded by a fort raifed upon a rock, 
acceflible only on one fide. The Naik’s pa- 
lace is well defended, and delightfully fituated in 
a hollow between two of the beforementioned 
rocks; they have fome cannon here made of very 


long and broad iron bars kept together with ftrong ~ 


hoops .of the fame metal, and their bullets are 
made of ftone cut round; their cannon are of 
different fizes, and their bullets formed var 


ingly. 
The 
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The- Naik received: our author and his fellow 
travellers. with great re{pect for fourteen» days, 
entertaining them in the moft {plendid manner ; 
--and giving them a full view of all his wealth, 
which was prodigious, confifting of gold, filver, 
jewels, and fumptuous apparel; befides a great 
number of wives and concubines, and a good army 
both of horfe and foot. The Naik who was pretty 
old ‘and almoft doating, had committed the care 
,of his kingdom at that time to one Trinvingelaya, 
‘who Had emafculated himfelf: he was cruel, 
proud, covetous, and implacable; however, by 
his feverity, he had cleared the country of rob- 
bers, who before his adminiftration over-ran it. 
For one thoufand eight hundred rix-dollars yearly, 
he offered the Dutch an exemption from all du- 
ties, free exercife of religion, and liberty to re- 
build the forts of the Portuguefe which lay in 
ruins. 
As the country is extremely populous, otal is. 
a neceffity for their being fupplied from abroad 
with provifion, though the land is fertile: they 
export large quantities of linen and woollen to 
Amboyna, Banda, and the Moluccas; but their 
- wares mu{t be examined with care, ae quality of 
the things themfelves being often much inferior to 
their patterns, Their imports are lead, tin, cop- 
per, quick-filver, cinnabar, mufk,, mace, nutmegs, 
and pepper, Sandal-wood, Chinefe filk s, velvets, 
‘potana, girdles, fatins, and wrought carpets. 
The Dutch have alfo a factory at Sadrafpatan, 
by which. place runs the road to Madrafpatan, 
otherwife Chiunepatan, where, the Engliih are 
fettled at.a place called Fort St. George. » i 
_ In thirteen degrees and a half north latitude, is 
an antient trading city formerly belonging to the 
Portuguele, but taken from them by the Moors, 
pire St. Thomas, famous for weaving and dying; 
BF: the 
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the perfection of the laft art being attributed to the 
excellency of their water, which rifes from a white _ 
fandy fod, quite free from clay. _ 

About five leagues from St. Thomas, ftands the ~ 
town of Paliacatta; where there is an indifferent — 
harbour; and fix leagues up the country in a di- 
rect line, on the fouth fide of a valley very plain — 
to be feen, formerly ftood the old caftle of Rama — 
Geridorgon; where now appears fort Geldria, a 
“place in which a Dutch governour refides, and — 
which is {trong enough to refift any attempts of - 
the neighbouring Moors; it is garrifoned by up-— 
wards of ninety Moors, and half a league from 
fhore there is a good anchorage during the fouth 
monfoon, at feven fathom and a half water; but 
the waves breaking out of the bay of Bengal and — 
from the Ganges with great violence, render an- 
choring very dangerous in the northern mon-— 
foon. | . 

About three leagues and a half from the road is 
a fand-bank ftretching into the fea for about the 
{pace of a league, where there is no anchorage for. 
fhipping at four fathom and a half and five fa- 
thoms water: anda little farther off there is 
another extending two leagues and a half into the 
“fea; but there is ‘no fafe anchorage tho’ at feven 
fathom water: however, within the mouth of the 
river under protection of the caftle, lies the city of 
Armagon, near which is the foreft of Siercourdi, 
whence the city is furnifhed with wood beth for 
fuel and building. Fith is plenty enough about 
Paliacatta, but no other fpecies of provifion, the 
ground being fandy and nitrous, unfit to produce 
any grain: the fortifications hereabouts for a good — 
way being built upon fenny ground are, during the — 
rainy feafons oftén in danger of being fwallowed up — 
by water, and therefore are not maintained but at~ 
- great expence. The canal leading to Paliacatta i _ 
almoft 
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-almoft dry during the fouthern ‘monfoon ; but du- 


ying the northern, overflows the land for upwards 
of two leagues. Under the cannon of Fort Geldria 
are two villagés both inhabited by fifhermen, who 
were converted to the Chriftian faith by the Por- 


i tuguefe; that on the fouth fide called Diamamy, 
and that on the north fide within mufket {hot is 
called Coupon; but the people in both are poor 


and very ignorant. 

The kindom of Carnatica which falls next un- 
der our infpection is fixty Badagarian leagues long, 
extending from north to fouth, and forty broad 
from Paliacatta to the Malabar coaft, each league 


being equal to three Dutch miles. In this country 


live three naiks or chief lords, who pay a certain 


_ yearly tribute to the crown of Velour. Thefe are 


the vitipanik of Madure, the king’s bafon-bearer, _. 
who pays one thoufand two hundred Dutch guil- 
ders a year; the chiftpanaik of Chengier, the 
king’s betel-box bearer, who pays the fame tri-. 
bute, and the naik of Tanjouwer, his umbrella? 
bearer, who pays juft double. Thefe dignities 


have been annexed to the provinces wherewith | 


they are mentioned, and defcended from father to 
fon for many generations; the pofleflor being 
obliged to attend perfonally in office at every Coro- 
nation. , ae 

About a day’s voyage to. the north of Paliacatta: 
lie Penna and Caleture, between which -places is 
found a root about a fpan long, very neceffary to 
the dyers; itis called the effaye-root, and if when 
broken it appears red on the infide, or has a ni- 
trous tafte on being chewed, it is thenright good ; 


_-or if it ftand the force of lemon-juice {queezed on 


the callico wherewith it is tinged and dried in the 
fan; but if the colour be bad, it will thereupon 
fade. For the natives who are great fharpers, in- 
fte.d of the original dye, will endeavour to paim 

3 C6 ~. you 
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\ you off with fordaco, and the: bark. of a tree that 
" grows in Orixa; but they are eafily to be known 
from the true effaye, by their colour being much 
darker. . : . 
From Orixa and Mafulipatam are imported nely, — 
rice, girigely feeds, oil, butter, coarfe cloths, 
iron, honey, and yellow wax; the voyages out 
and home engroffing four months or thereabouts. 
To Arracan, Pegu, and Tanaffery are exported pep- 
per, fandal-wood, ftuffs, iron, and fteel, at the rate 
of eight or ten per cent freightage; the returns — 
for which are rubies of Ava, gummi-lacca, long 
white pepper, lead, &c. Tin is a good commo- 
_ dity among the Moors, for they inlay with it all 
their copper veffels, and it is brought from Ta- _ 
nangar, Sencaza, and Perach, which are harbours 
that lie oppofite to Achem, betwixt Tanaffery and 
Occeda, towards Malabar. wrk 
The city of Petapouli is in a kingdom of the 
fame name, lying in fixteen degrees north latitude’; 
it is not very large, and is peopled by Gentives, 
which are the king of Golconda’s fubjeéts, and 
fome Moors and Perfians that are rich: here js 
good indigo, but it bears a high price; andthe 
Dutch export from hence to Europe, cotton yarn, 
white ftuffs, and fome other commodities ; their dyed 
fluffs exceed thofe of Mafulipatam, an excellence _ 
. which is to be.attributed to a fuperfine eflaye colour — 
called tambrevelle, that grows in an ifle formed by. 
theriver oppofite to the city, which the governor mo- 
nopolizes, paying to the king a certain yearly tribute 
for it, in dyed ftuffs and cloths which he has wove _ 
and dyed under his own eye; this root is about a . 
foot long, and of fo deep a colour, that to make 
it more lively, they are forced to mix it with the 
effaye of Arrical and Ortacour. ; 
Mafulipatam is a. place of confiderable trade, 
not only for all ,orts of European wares, but for 
various 
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various kinds of commodities brought from China 
-and the Molucca iflands. Diamonds are a confi- 
derable part of the traffic of this place, they are 
found in great numbers in the kingdoms of Gol- . 


_» conda and Decam, not far from’ the city of Byfi- 


laga; thofe who farm the mines have only a right 

to fuch ftones as weigh twenty-five carats or lefs, 
all of a greater weight being engroffed by the king 
of Byfilaga. The mountain of Cofta Uytthia in 

the country of Decam, affords very fine diamonds, 

as.does alfo fome parts of the ifland of Borneo, 

There are alfo good rubies bought at Mafulipatam, 

where the Englifh and Dutch have very large fac- 

tories: the city is well peopled, but the governor, 

who. pays a certain yearly tribute to the king of 
Golconda, opprefles_ the native Gentives, over 

whom again the Moors, who farm all the weaving 

trade from the great men, bear alfo a very high 

hand : and he who has a mind to make any advan- 

tages of trade here, muft obtain the king’s patent 

to that purpofe; which is not eafily had, as the 

court is fo very diftant from hence ; befides, fecur- 

_ ing the intereft of his favourites, to complete this 

end, is vaftly expenfive, | 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. V.. 


A treatife on the virtues and value of the diammds, 


rubies, emeralds, faphirs, amethyfis, and various. ~~ 


other commodaties the produce of the Eaft-Indies.. 


AVING feveral times mentioned diamonds, 

4}. rubies, and other precious {tones as prin- 
cipal commodities in the traffic of the Eaft, 
we flatter ourfelves that a fhort chapter, explain- 
‘ing their nature, and illuftrating their perfe¢tions, 
will not prove difagreeable to our readers: where- 
fore we fhall begin with the diamond. 

If we admit, with fome naturalifts, that the fpe- 
cific gravity of ftones determines their value, as of 
metals; we muft allow, what I believe no body 
will at this time contradi, that the diamond ought 
to be preferred to all others ; as among {tones it 
is what gold is among metals: it is called adamas 


by the Latins, deamant by the Germans, diamant 


by the French, adamanto by the Spaniards, almaes 
by the Arabians, tutan by the Malabars, and hiera 
and jua by the Indoftans. It is the hardeft and moft 
tran{parent, as well as the fimpleft and moft homo- 
geneous of all bodies; it is often blemifhed with. 


black, white, and yellow {pecks, whereby the value _ 


of it is confiderably diminifhed, tho’ it requires 
great fkill to perceive them; for which reafon thofe 


who are not judges:of its nature are fubject to. © 


great impofition. 


There is a kind of diamond called bofchiers, ~ 
which tho’ perhaps brighter than any others, is’ 


not by one third: fo valuable; thefe are very often 


clouded with red and yellow fpots, whereby their q 


value is much diminifhed. A diamond ean be cut 


only by a diamond, and the more the powder of- — 
it approaches a deep afh or grey colour, the more _ 
precious 
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"precious is the ftone, that which produces a white 


powder being of {mall eftimation. Diamonds are 
alfo tried by being heated red-hot, and then fudden- 
ly plunged in water, when if they are right good, 


they won’t crack. They are fold at fo much a ca- 


rat, and are found in four mines in the kingdoms 
of Golconda and.Vifiapour, and in tworivers, one 
in the kingdom of Bengal, the other in the ifland 


‘of Borneo. They are not known to be produced 


in any other parts of the world. The diamond- 
powder is rank poifon ; for it penetrates the bowels, 


fo very fubtile is its nature. 


The ruby is called rubinus and pyropus in the 
Latin; in French, rubis; by the Siamefe, baffa- 


mora; and laal by the Indoftans: it is a bright 


tran{fparent ruddy gem, of confiderable hardnefs, 
and will refift the fire a long times the beft fort 
are found in the ifland of Ceylon, and fome chy- 
mifts pretend, without fufficiently fupporting the 


-affertion, to have extratted a tin€ture from it. The 
four fpecies of rubies are, firft, the true oriental 


ruby or carbuncle, the moft valuable of which has 
a fine fiery luftre; fecond, the bafilius, the red of 


. ‘which is much more faint : thirdly, the rubiculus, 


of a-degree of rednefs between the two former : 
and fourthly, the fponaleus which is fofter ‘and 
lefs refplendent than the others. ‘There are ru- 
bies found alfo in Germany, but they are much 
browner than thofe brought from the Eaft, tho’ 
very hard, confequently lefs valuable. 

_ They are feldom larger than a fizeable pea, and 
are very thin, being made ftill more fo by the po- 
lifher, with a view to increafe their luftre ; they 


" are appraifed like diamonds by the carat, and va- » 


lued according to their hardnefs. Gt ity 

An emerald is a moft beautiful green gem; very 
tran{parent and glittering, but fo brittle as often 
to crack of itfelf: it is called in Latin, {maragdus ; 
st 
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in Arabic, .tamarul; in French, emeraude; and 
by the Indians, jufche, Emeralds are found as 
wellin Peru, asin the Eaft-Indies; but then thofe 
of the latter are much more valuable for luftre and 
tranfparency: there are fome good ones to be had 
in Scythia; nor are they unknown to the foil of 

fEgypt. ; 
For hardnefs, fplendor, and tranfparency, no 
gem approaches fo near a diamgnd as a faphir, of 
which there are two forts the male and female; the 
former is of a beautiful fky colour, with a purple 
refraction; the latter is very pale: they abound 
in Malabar, Calecut, Ceylon, and Bifnagar ; but © 
the very beft are faid to be the produce of Siam, 
and Pegu. There are a few accidentally found in Si- 
lefia and Bohemia. They are known by the name of 
milu by the Arabians, and millam by the Mulayans ; 
the French call them alfo faphir; and it is re- 
markable the colour may be difcharged from the 
blue faphir, and the ftone then looks like diamond. 
The amethyft of the Eaft-Indies is reckoned of 
the fineft purple, and preferred to any others. 
“The hyacinth which is found in Spain, is of two 
kinds, red and yellow, but neither will bear the 
‘fire. } : 
Here is a fort of jafper greatly efteemed, in colour. 
like the emerald; and fo very large that drinking 
‘eups and feveral pretty knick-knacks are made out 
of it; fome of them are veined with purple, rofe 
colour, blue and dark brown; and thefe as well 
as toys made of amber, the fuccinum of the Latins, 
are very faleable commodities in many parts of 
‘India; the latter is a refiny fubftance, endued 
with a fortof attractive power, that operates upon 

ftraw, chaff, or any fuch light matter. 

_. They havea ftone in India called cats-eyes, that 
renders linen to which it is rubbed fire-proof,. as 
the Indians affirm; but a linen draper.would. — 
, , Spffer  @ 
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proved a vulgar error. | 
The blood-ftone or hematites which is found j 
Ceylon and Cambaya, where it is called filakenea, 
has its name partly from its colour, and partly from 
its power of ftaunching blood. It is alfo common 


~faffer in making the experiment, for this has been 


~ in -New-Spain, where the people wear: it about 


their necks in beads; and the women, after having 
fteeped’ them in cold water a hort while, hold 
them clofe fhut in their hands, which they deem a 
good remedy againft the fanguinary flux of the 
menfes. The nephritis or kidney-ftone is of ‘a 
green colour; and found both in the Eaft and 


. Weft-Indies, where it is deemed by the inhabitants 


a remedy again{t any pain in the kidneys. 
The true ferpent {tone is found in a moft vene- 


‘mous kind of ferpent called cobra de cabelo by the 


Portuguefe ; and in Latir, ferpens pilofus; it is ofa 


“dark brown colour with a white {pot in the middle, 
_ not unlike an eye: fome affert that it grows in the 
head of a ferpent, and others fay that if the fer- 
> pent be hung by the tail over a veflél of water, 
_ this ftone drops from him; it is deemed a re- 
“medy againft the dropfy if tied to the belly of the 


perfon afflifed ; if the water, in which the ftone 
is immerfed, chances, upon the immerfion, to 
bubble, the ftone is then deemed right good, 


otherwife it is not thought efficacious; it is alfo 


accounted good, if it Rick to the lips of a wound 
till it fall off, having imbibed all the poifon of viru- 
lence from it, which may be-again extraéted by _ 


_ fteeping the ftone in milk: and of its virtue in this 


refpeét, our author affures us he was an eye wit~ 
nefs, having himfelf feen it applied with good 
fuccefs, to a negro who had been bitten by a fer- 
pent. Kircher, in theninth book of his fubterra- 


nean world, {peaks more at large of this ftone and 
‘its virtues ; but it is to be obferved, the Bramins 
; é : make . 
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make a certain compofition in imitation of the fer- 
pent {tone, the ingredients of which they keep 
very fecret; but which are fuppofed principally to — 
be ‘the ferpent’s head, heart, teeth, and liver, ~~ 
_ mixed with terra figillata. | sod Sh nk tapes 
The pedra de porco or hog’s ftone is fometimes 
of a grey, fometimes of a ruddy colour, of a bit- 
terifh tafte, and feels greafy in the hand; it is 
fteeped in water, till it communicates thereto its 
bitternefs, and that beverege is adminiftered-in 
fevers and other inflammatory diforders, the In-: 
dians being ftrongly prepoffeffed in favour. of its 
virtues ; it is found in the vefica biliaria of hogs 
about Malacca. There is fome agat found im the 
neighbourhood of Surat, but it is little efteemed un- 
lefs wrought with figures; alfo the fardonyx, fo. — 
called from its refemblance to a man’s navel. —. 
The toad-ftone is procured by enclofing an old — 
toad in a perforated veffel, and burying it in a — 
dunghill near an ant’s neft, to which infe& it falls 
a prey, being all confumed except this ftone, which 
is deemed an excellent remedy againft the ftone in 
the kidneys, poifon, and ftomachic infirmities: it 
grows in the toad’s head, is as large as a bean, and 
of feveral colours, particularly green; the outfide. — 
of it is {mooth and fhining, of a bony nature; but — 
the interior fubftance appears. like the ftone. Ifa _ 
tortoife, in the way of which it is purpofely laid, — 
pafles without taking any notice, it is deemed good. 
for nothing, but his attempting to fwallow it, — 
ftamps it genuine. Ph Soh a 
_- In the ftomach of the goats of Perfia, and of ~ 
‘the ifland of Borneo, is found the bezoar-ftone, 
- formerly reckoned a great antidote, and ftill ac- ~ 
counted medicinal in many cafes; it is a folid fub-. | 
ftance, of an oval form, of a dark green or olive 
complexion, and if broken, appears to be compof-~ — 
ed of {everal coats, one encrufting the other, fome- 


cz 


thing © 


= 
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thing like an onion. It is found: by the people 
of Banda in the head of an ape. The. Chi 
nefe and Indians take it in rofe-water as a fpe+ 
cific again{t poifon, the hypochondria and quar- 
tan agues; and after having purged, which they 
do conftantly twice a year, they take from ten to 
thirty grains of bezoar by way of prefervative and 
{trengthener, : 

_ This ftone is fold by the.carat for three times 
its weight in gold; and. the Malagans fay, the 
ftone that don’t turn mortar, to which ‘itis rub- 
bed, yellow, is not good ; it is alfo tried by draw- 
ing a needle and thread tinged with fome very fub- 
tle poifon thro’ the leg of a dog; to which when 
it is juit fainting, a {mall quantity of bezoar pow- 
der is adminiftered ; and if it don’t immediately re- 
cover him, the ftone is deemed adulterated. 
_ This ftone takes its name of Belzoar or Bezoar, 
from the Perfians, in whofe language it fignifies 
lord of poifon; and by the Arabians it is called 
Hagiar Corralione. When the firft coat is {tripped 
off, the fecond appears more fmooth and bright ; 
there is a mealy fubftance contained in the center 
_ of it, deemed more efficacious than the powder of 
the ftone ; it is found in the goats of the Peruvian 
mountains as well as thofe of the Eaft-Indies, and 
is wrapt up in a hairy fort of bag, ofabout a {pan 
long, that grows in the concavity of the ftomach ; 
nor are thofe of the low countries near equal in 
goodnefs to thofe of the hills. | 3 
As indigo is a principal commodity in the Indian 
_ trade, it will be neceflary to fay fomething of its 
_ mature and properties before we finith this chap- 
ter. . Kg 
There are many {pecies of Indigo which grow 
in different places; it is a fhrub about: the height 
of a man, having a {mall hard twig like the black- 
berry buh; its bloffom refembles that of the bri- 
pits ar, 
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_ar, and the feed-is like that of the fenum grecum. 
It is fown in June and July, and reaped in Novem- 
ber and December. The broad fort grows at the 
village of Chircees, whence it derives its name, two 
leagues from the city of Amadabath, the capital of 
Gufurat; it bears three crops in three years, after — 
which it is good for little; nor are the fecond and 
third year’s crops efteemed fo valuable as the 
firft. The firft year the leaves are cut about a 
foot above the ground, and after being dried twen-* 
ty-four hours in the fun they are put into barrels 
of falt water, and the tin€ture preffed out with large | 
{tones laid on them to a great weight for four or 
five days, during which the water is kept in con- 
{tant motion, and then it is drawn off into larger 
veflels, where it is kept continually ftirring and 
trodden down till the water becomes thick, and 
the indigo falls to the bottom: then it is fepara- 
ted from the water, {trained thro’ thin cloths, and 
being covered with white afhes {pread on the ground 
to dry. The country people adulterate it either 
with oil, or with an earth of the fame colour, to- 
make it feem the better upon the water. a 

The chief figns of the goodnefs of indigo are — 
its being light and dry, its {wimming upon the wa- 
ter, and emitting, if thrown upon the fire, a vio- 
let-coloured fmoke, and leaving behind it but few 
~ afhes. The ground appropriated to the produce 
of indigo muft lie fallow the fourth year, unlefs 
you chufe to fow it with kitchen herbs. There 
is a fort of indigo called by the people of Gufu- 
rat Amiel de Biant; it grows chiefly in the rainy 
feafons, June, July, Auguft, and September, tho’ 
too much rain is pernicious to it; the ground 
about it muft be well cleared of thiftles and thorns, . 
and great‘ care muft'be taken in the purchafe of it . 
to fee that it be right dry, otherwife the buyer 
may lofe three pounds out of ten in eight or nine 
| ” days. 
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days. The indigo laura or the indigo de bayana 
is of three different {pecies ; the firft called Vouthy 
is of a light blue colour, and appears of a violet 
colour if fqueezed in the fun upon the thumb 


nail; the fecond is called Gerry, and is the more 


valuable the nearer it approaches the violet com- 
plexion ; the third called Cateol is the worft of alle’ 
and is of a ruddy hue, and almoft too hard to be 
broken. | 


CHAP: VI: 


_ The reafons of the Eurcpeans in the Eaft-Indjes being 
diferdered fa very frequintly : methods to be taken to . 
preferve health in this climate: the tea-/brub de~ 
 feribed, and the methods ufed to preferve it : its 
phyfical virtues compared with thofe of coffee and 
chocolate: the manner in which the Europeans 
drink, fleep, and eat, and divide their time here 
the rife and courfe of the rivers Ganzes and the 
Nite defcribed. 


E fhall conclude this account of Malabar 

and Coromandel with our author’s narra- 

tive of the Dutch manner of living in the Eaft- 
Indies; but before we proceed uponit, it is necef- 
fary to premife, that the heats which are exceffive 
would be intollerable, were they not allayed? by 
the fea breeze, which is furprifingly refrefhing and 
cool; for which reafon the many diftempers that 
affect the Europeans in thefe parts, is ratherto’ be 
attributed to their own intemperance and debauch- 
ery than to the inclemency of the climate. To 
lic in bed here after fun-rife is not. deemed whole- 
fome,wherefore they are generally up early; and fome 
immediately upon their rifing wath themfelves from 
head to foot, either in cold or in luke-warm wa- 
_ teas but our author rather advifes the latter as 
| 7 more 


a 
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more wholefome: they alfo fhift their linen every 
day; and thofe who. have a fpecial regard to 
their health abftain from ftrong liquors, and take 
only a fpoonful of brandy before dinner, anda =m 
little at night before they go to bed. 

’ 'Tea is greatly ufed among them ; it is a Chinefe 
fhrub that does not rife to any great. height ;. 
the flower of which is dried, rolled up, and laid 
by for ufe. In thé beginning of fummer it bears a’ 
light-coloured bloffom, of a very agreeable fcent 5 
to which fucceeds a green bud, that at length turns 
black: the leaf after being gently warmed in an 
iron pot, is fpread upon a clean mat, where it is 
rolled up and then put over the fire again till it is 
thoroughly dry; after which procefs it is put up 
- carefully in canifters of lead or tin, clofe fhut, to 
prevent the air getting to it, ‘which would foon 
corrupt it, and itis laid by for ufe. Itis of dif- 
- ferent forts, and priced according to its goodnefs ; 
it exhilarates the fpirits, and. difperfes the opprel- 
fions of the ftomach: and heavinefs of the head. 
Kircher attributes to it a diuretick quality; and 
the Chinefe imagine that to it is owing theirnever — 
having the gout. aia 

‘Tea is more mild in its nature than either cof- 

fee or chocolate, for the latter inflames the blood 
and gives a plethora, and the former increafes the 
gall; yet too much tea is bad, efpecially if taken 
after meals, becaufe it hinders the concottion of 
the ftomach, and dries up the moifture of the bo- 
dy ; for which reafon the Chinefe never drink it 
after meals: four or five cups of the extract of the — 
tea leaf, juft gathered, generally make the the head _ 
giddy. | are okie 
~ ‘The beft common drink in this climate is water _ 
and fugar boiled together; and three or four glaf- 


fes of ftrong mountain wine thrown into an earthen _ 


veffel and left to ftand all night in the dew, affords: 
_ avery 
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a very pleafant liquor, but rather too cool; where- 
fore it is not amifs to temper it with good mum, 
Which drinks much better here than in Europe, 
but it is extremely dear, being fold fometimes for 
a hundred rix-dollars* per cafk. Spanith wines are 
in moft efteem here, the ftomach in thefe hot 
countries requiring a ftronger cordial than either’ 
French or Rhenifh wines can communicate ;_ tho’. 
the former are fometimes inflammatory. Goats, 
fheep, hares, peacocks, and other fowl, are the 
common food in thefe countries. 
The middle of the day being, becaufe of the 


_ heat, very unfit for bufinefs, is generally fpent in 
fleep, -which is certainly wholefome, the tem- 


perature of the air difpofing the body to drou- 
finefs : after dinner the mouth ought always ~ 
to be wathed ; tea is generally taken in an after- 


noon about four o’clock ; and the evening, which 
is cool and pleafant, efpecially if the moon fhines, 
_ makes a walk very agreeable. .The time of fup- 


per is about. eight, and about ten, or perhaps 


eleven, they go to fleep upon quilts, feather-beds 


not being ufed here; however, the foldiers and 
feamen often fuffer feverely from the cramp, which 


_ is very apt to affail them, more efpecially when they 


are heated with arrack or other ftrong liquors, if 


they do not cover clofely their belly, hips; and 


legs. , 7 

sire defcribed to you the manner of living 
of the Dutch, and it is much the fame with the 
practice of other Europeans who inhabit this cli- 
mate; it might, perhaps, be expeéted that. we 
fhould fay fomething particular of the manners and 
religions of the natives; ‘but this is an account 
which we referve for another place, hs 


_. As we have mentioned the Ganges. in many 


places as one of the principal-rivers in India, Me 
A haircuh | fhal 
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fhall wind up this chapter with a few words rela- . 
tive to it and the river Nile. meds 

The Ganges divides the eafterly from the wefter- — 
ly part of India ; it was thought by St. Auftin, St. 
Jerom, and fome others-of the fathers to be the 
fame with the Pifon of holy writ; but this opinion . 
has been fufficiently difproved by>Cornelius.a La- 
pide. . This great river difembogues itfelf into the 
fea of Bengal, called Sinus Gangeticus and Sinus 
Argaricus by Ptolemy: Kircher affirms its fource 
to be Mount Thebeth, where he fays the Indus, 
the Bavi, and the Ather alfo take their rife; but— 
the more general received opinion is, that the head 
of the river Ganges is in Mount Caucafus. The 
Indians deduce its origin from heaven, wherefore 
they call it the heavenly river, and imagine that 
~ wafhing in it cleanfes from fin, a point wherein 
the people of Bengal are fo very fuperftitious, that 
they carry their dying friends hither aud bath 
them, the fick man crying out, “ Ganges purity 
«« me, Ganges cleanfe me from fin.” 

That water was a purifier from fin, feems to 
have been the opinion not only of the heathens, 
but of the Jews in general, which appears from 
Pilate’s wafhing to avoid any guilt that might be 
imputed to him from condemning Jefus Chrift, 
at the defire of the people; and here are people 
who make a trade of carrying the water of the 
Ganges about for fale, in the fame manner as our 
Spaw water is fold, for which they get a very good. 
price, and pay a heavy cuftom. 

The Perfians deem it a crime to throw carrion 
into, or even to fpit in the river, and they believe 
that for one fingle year, that the bones of their an- 
ceftors which are thrown into this river remain in 
it, their fouls fhall enjoy blifs a thoufand years ; and 
if the bones remain ten years, the foul fhall enjoy 
heaven ten thoufand, and fo in proportion. 
Kircher 
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» Kircher places the original {pring of the Nile in 
‘the country of Agoas near Sagela; bordering upon 
the kingdom of Gojam; others, and it is the moft 


| generally received opinion, believe it to be among 
the mountains of the moon, near the Cape of Good 


Hepe, on the African coaft. It is fuppofed to arife 


ina plain en the top of a mountain, furrounded 


by delightful trees, but not to gather into a rivu- 
let till at the foot of the mountain, where being | 
greatly increafed by other adventive ftreams, it 
forms a lake thirty miles long and fourteen broad, 


from whence it purfues a long meandring courfe, 


till it returns to the neighbourhood of its fource, 
where rufhing over many rocks and precipices, it 
forces its way into the middle of Ethiopia : it was 
held in fuch veneration by the antient Egyptians, 
that they called it the arm of Ofiris, their princi- . 
pal god; for the Pagans, it is well known, not 
only made gods of the elements, but paid divine 
honours to their rivers alfo. 
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A Descrip'r ION of the Tiana af xvid ' 
witha fhort Review of the Difputes/ 
‘therein ‘between ‘the Portuguefe and 
‘the Datch. Extfaeed “fiom | the: Ac- ~ 
“count of ‘Paitie Barpzus. 


_ meaner aise 


a er EON ite ods 


The fi hadith, extent, and different ‘names of Ceylon, | 
Juppofed by fome to be the original Paradife : of its 
different kinds of commodities : a political and “reliz | 
gious charatter of ‘the natives: an account of the) 
lithe of Ceylon’ s refidences; the frength ‘of it : of | 
‘poifonbus rivers: “of the’ divifi ions, villages, and) 
churches of fafnapainam : of acurious fort of turtle | 
dove: of the food of the wild elephant: of the fuce ! 
cefs of the fchools ereéted for the inftrudtion of youth : a 
sacred interludes play’d by the fefuits to entertain | : 
and teach the people. a 


| 


a | 


: FTER having given a ci account of | | 


the climate, commodities and divifion of } 

the ifland of Ceylon, we thall proceed to — 
fay fomething of the antient government of it under } 
its kings, and the various revolutions that have J 
happened therein, fince its having been firft dif-_ 
covered by the Portuguefe, of which our author | 
gives a very impartial account; and-this he was J 
well enabled to do, becaufe he attended the Dutch — 
camp at the time that the Hollanders wrefted the } 
jurifdiction of this ifland out of the hands of: Por- 
tugal; and was, with refpect to fuch particulars i 
ae | 
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DESCRIPTION ‘OF CEYLON, .&c, ‘gt 
_ as did not'fall immediately under his obfervation, 2 
- wery exact and ‘curious imquirer, | 
‘The ifland of Ceylon, by fome fuppofed ‘to be 
_ the Taprobana‘of ‘the antients, ‘tho’ others:believe 
| itto have been ‘Sumatra, is fituated ia theIndian 
| tea, between the fixth:and tenth degree of ‘north 
| datitude, and feventy-eightand eighty-two. degrees 
ef eaft longitude, about forty-five leagues eaft of 
_ Cape Comoryn: it'is, by the beft computation at 
this day, judged to be two hundred and fifty miles 
long and two hundred broad ; itis fhaped like ‘a 
| ham, and was fuppofed to have been formerly join- 
_ed'to the main land, from which it is divided only 
‘by a narrow ftreight, but that the connexion has 
been broken off by the depredations of the fea. It 
has many commodious harbours, and is divided in- 
“to feveral kingdoms, the principal of which are 
Candea, where the king, who amone other titles 
‘affumes that of Lord of the Golden Sun, takes up 
This refidence, Jafnapatnam, Botecalo, and Colom- 
bo, where the Dutch have their chief fettlement, _ 
and their governor refides, | | 
The Indians diftinguith this ifland by the name 
of Tenafirim, which fignifies the land of delight; 
and they imagine that it was the feat of Paradife, - 
~thewing the mark of a foot impreffed upon a rock, 
of which we hall hereafter fpeak more at large ; 
“whence they believe Adam mounted to heaven, It. 
was difcovered by the Portuguefe in the year rsog, 
and they kept poffeflion of it more than a century. 
at’ is extremely fertile, producing every thing al- 
“tmoft that is ufeful to human nature; great part of ‘ 
it is covered with forefts of citron, oranges and 
“cinnamon, the odour of which diffafes itfelf to the 
“diftance of fome leagues at.fea. There is variety 
“ef valuable gems to be found here, but no dia- ; 
‘Monds; its pearls are not fo good as thofe of Or- 
“maus or ‘Tutecoryn, but its ivory, of which there is 
be D 2 here 
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here vaft plenty, is teckoned the beft in the world, 


‘There are extenfive mines of iron and copper, nor is — 


it thought deftitute of gold and filver, 


The natives of Ceylon are extremely active, being — 
deemed the beft vaulters in the world. The com- — 


mon people go naked, except a flight covering on 
the privities; but the better fort wear long garments 
of very flight fuperfine cloth, which they ornament 


with jewels ; they are of a fierce warlike difpofition, © 


and when taught, handle their fwords, mufkets, 


bows, arrows, and javelins with great dexterity. — 
The fkin of the crocodile, which is to be found © 
here very common, ferves them for bucklers, and — 
are proof againft a mufket-fhot. On the backs _ 
of their elephants they build little wooden towers,~ 
capable of containing five or fix foldiers, whence | 
they annoy their enemies with fuccefs, being very 
- good markfmen: they are moft of them idolaters, — 
tho’ intermixed with fome Mahometans, who are ~ 
allowed free exercife of their religion, and a few — 


Chriftians, | 
About one fourth of the ifland of Ceylon is diftin- 


guifhed by the name of Candea, or Candy: moft of | 
the country round it,is now in the hands of theDutch; 
in {pite of whom the king fill keeps poffeffion of | 
this territory, which is on every fide furrounded | 
ty very high mountains, and covered with thick | 
furefts ; fo that the paffes leading to it are narrow 
and difficult, and his majefty takes care to keep’| 
them well guarded, not only to prevent the ap- | 
proach of foreigners, but the egrefs of his own fub- | 
jects; wherefore this tra€t of land is at prefent 
but little known. It is divided into feveral diftrits, | 
well watered by rivers that are poifonous, and their! 


courfe not navigable, being often broken by ridges” 
of rocks; yet they fertilize the lands thro’ which. 


they pafs; whereon are to be found good yines, va- 


riety of pulfe, &c. on the banks of the chief a 
ake |  thefg 


AND THE DISPUTES THERE, ¢3 


thefe, which is called Trinquelemale, ftands the 
_ city of Candea, about thirty leagues from the fea. 
Jafnapatnam is populous -and fertile, fuppofed 
to be about fix German leagues long, and three 
broad; it-is a peninfula wathed to the northward 
" by the gulf of Bengal, and having a pleafant river 
to the fouthward, which takes two different cour- 
_ fes to the ocean. It is divided into four provinces,. 
, called Belligamme, Tenmarache, Waddamarache, 
_ and Patchiarapalle: in the firft of thefe are four- 
teen churches ; the principal of which, called Te- 
| lipoli, has a houfe belonging to it, and a fehool in 
which a thoufand children were inftruéted by our 
_ author and his affiftants in the principles of Chrif- 
. tianity; they have good gardens and pleafant vine- 
_ yards annexed, which are well watered, and planted 
with all forts of Indian fruit, planted by the Jefuits. - 
Here Baldeus.informs us, that he preached feve- 
ral times, and often to an audience of two thou-. 
: fand people. | 34} 
At fome diftance is the church of Magallam, 
with an adjoining houfe raifed upon arches, and a 
_ good pair of ftairs reaching to the top ;. it was be- 
_ gan by the Portuguefe, but finifhed by the Dutch, 
_ being of brick work; and having a fchool of two 
_ hundred boys, ' 
_. The church of Mayletti, which has a {chool of 
_feven hundred and fifty boys, is of ftone, as is the. 
_houfe belonging to it; from a balcony on the top: 
of which there is an extenfive fea-profpedt, the 
fituation being not more than half a mile from 
_the fea-fide ; confequently it is not furprifing that 
€rabs,- foles, and various other kinds of fith abound - 
‘here; befides which, there are fine hares and par- 
tridges, | 
The village of Achiavelli is finely fituated among. 
woods, in which are plenty of ftags, hares, and 
wild-boars; ferpents are very troublefome here; 
Dey, : it he shee aa tg i es DUE 
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but! they have a kind of turtle-dove, which cooes 


fo very: regularly, that the inhabitants need no 
other clock: Here is a lofty tone church, capable — 


of holding two thoufand perfons, anda {chool of 
_ more than four hundred boys. As there were ma+ _ 


"ay antient Bramins refident here in our author’s 
time, the progrefs of Chriftianity was flow; but 


one of them, who was a man of great learning, © 
being converted in the 46th year of his age, wrote — 


a fine poem in the Hanfcreet language, which is 


the beft kind of Malabar, upon the life and death : 


of our Saviour. | ay 
The foil of Ondewil, where there is a fchool of 


fix hundred boys, and a church and houfe former- 
ly belonging to a Francifcan friar, is fertile, pro- - 


ducing good rice and other provifions; as alfo do _ 
the fields abodt Batecotte, which ftands near the _ 
falt river, and has a large fchool, with a, good — 
church and an adjoining houfe, adorned with plea- 


fant gardens. rs , 
. There are many more villages, each having its 


church, which it would be tedious to enumerate ;._ 
wherefore we fhall only obferve, that thofe of Ma- _ 


~ nipay and Nalour, not’ far from: Jafnapatnezm have 
churches’ built of clay, and covered with palm- 
leaves, each having been formerly the -ftation of a 


pagode; nor are the inhabitants fo mild and ca-— 


pable of inftruction as their neighbours; which 


difference of difpofition can, by our author, be ac- 
counted for no other way than by their having been _ 


corrupted by fome callico weavers, tranfplanted 
hither from the continent who fucceed but poorly, 


becaufe the water is not very fit for their ufe. 


"The people are pagans, fpiteful and {upertftitious ; 


nor is it eafy to teach the boys that frequent the 


{chools, who are naturally very dull of apprehenfion. 
There are five villages with their refpective 
churches: in the province of Tenmarache; the firft 
Aes of 


' 
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of which called Navacouli, is. built only. of: clay, 

covered with palm-leaves ; it is fituated in a fruit- 

ful plain, and: the neighbouring, woods are full of 
venifon and: wild-fowl; as well as. many.apes. and 
monkeys, # 

The village.of:Chavagatzery. lies at fome diftances 

it is the largeft in this province; here is plenty, of. 

fifth, fine gardens well ftocked with fruit, and. the 
people maintain themfelves. by fifhing and) agricul- 
ture. In the fchool. of Chavagatzery are above 

a thoufand boys. e 

The road:to Cathay is fandy. and fatiguing; the 
church and houfe are of clay covered with leaves ; 

_ but the place abounds with. fnipes, herons, Indi- 

-amravens, &c. and there are feveral ponds well- 

ftored. with wild-ducks. 

_ © Waranni is fituated in a fandy foil; the ways 
leading to-it are heavy and. tirefome; it is remark- 
able for the beft: water melons ‘in India; and. alk 

round: are very fine woods of arecca, coco; palm, 

banano, mangos, cajou, and guiavo-trees,.. The 
church, fitted for two thoufand five hundred audi- 

_ tors, is but flenderly built : however, it is {urround- 
ed by.a wallof earth; and the houfe adjoining has 

_ @ good entrance and fome handfome apartments, 

4 Thechurch of Tlondi Matual is only of clay; 

but the houfe is of ftone,. with high fteps and a 

{fpacious hall; it belongs to the village of, Nagar 

Kojel, where was formerly a famous pagode, and. 

which has great numbers of peacocks; as.alfo fome 

tame elephants, maintained for the ufe of the Dutch 
factory. ' Wild elephants are fometimes {een in this 
precingt;) = 7 3 


ee 


--In the: province of Waddemarache are only three 
churches, with their refpettive villages and houfes. 
' Provifions are fo cheap in. this province that you 
may buya fheep for the value of eight pence, fix- 
Beebe + 3 Ko Boaps . ‘goipieee 
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ty eggs for three pence, and four pullets for five: - 


pence. - | . 
The church and houfe of Catavelli are built of 


brick; and from a fummer-houfe in the garden, the | 


top whereof is flat, there is a fine land-profpect. - 
The church of Uneputti has an auditory of near | 


nine hundred perfons; and in the fchool there are — 
upwards of fix hundred children, who are taught — 


to draw their letters in fand: but the village is in- 
habited by a lawlefs fet of thieves of the Nalloas. 
~ race, who have among them very little religion. © 


The moft fpacious and beautiful church in the — 


whole province of Waddemaracheis that of Pariture, 


fo called from the plenty of cotton-fhrubs growing 
hereabouts; the word Pariture implying cotton- ~ 
harbour in the Malabar language: it is called by: | 


the Portuguefe Punta. des Pedras. At this place 


a flag is difplayed as foon as any fhips are difcover~ 
ed at fea, to guide them into the road, where there; 


is fafe anchorage, except in the time of the north- 
ern monfoon. 7 TS: 


In very hot days, our author informs us, he ufed ~ 
to preach under an umbrageous tamarind-tree, — 
which afforded his auditory a moft agreeable fhade. 

Patchiarapaila is the fourth and laft province of Jaf-. 
napatnam, the inhabitants of which aré very poor, — 


feeding chiefly upon dried fith and a little rice; 
they are much affli@ed with the itch and {mall-pox, 


and are often troubled with a malignant fever, the. 


turns whereof depend upon the moon, and which 
is very fatal, Many of their children are carried off 
by a {welling in the groin and belly; and they are 


plagued with wild-elephants, which refort hither — 


~~ 


in numbers to feed upon the palm-tree fruit, of - 


which they are very fond, and on which the poorer : ” 


fort’ of inhabitants alfo feed. 


This province abounds with jagers or hunter’s 
Wood; and here are women who makea trade of © 
blowing — 
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blowing into certain mugs, called calangs, as if into 
_ atrumpet, from whence arifes an inharmonious {ort 
- of mufic. There are four churches and villages in 
- this divifion; the firft of which Poelepolay, is fur- 
rounded by a high wall, and has port-holes like 
a fortification, to defend it from the incurfions of 
the Cingalefe, who are fometimes troublefome. © 
The church of Mogommale is built in a wood ; 

‘ but that of Jambamme, which has nine hundred 
auditors, and a ichool, containing five hundred 
boys, is the largeft in the whole province. The 
-Jaft church of the four is that of Mulipatto, about 
_ aday’s journey from Jafnapatnam ; it has port-holes . 
‘for its defence; but it is low and meanly built. Be- 
- fore we quit the territory of Jafnapatnam, it is ne- 
 ceffary to obferve, that moft of the churches were 
founded by the Portuguefe; and that adjoining to 
each is a theatre, wherein the Jefuits and other of the 
Roman clergy ufed to inftruét and divert the people 
with interludes taken from. the bible, 
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“CH A Po Hm 


Of a terrible tempef? and flood in the ifland of Qura- — 


ture: the chair of Danna Ciara.a large ane: a de- 
feription of the iflands of Ourature, Caradiva, 
Pongardiva, Analativa, Nainativa, and Ninun- 


diva: the great danger of approaching the laft of : 


thefe: a [pring of frefb water caufed by thunder : 
number of ~Chrifitans in “fafnapatnam : fome ac- 


count of the manners of the Bramins, the Bellales, 


_ the Chitieis, the Paruas, the Pereas, the Chivias, 
and feveral other tribes. ‘tie 


7 E fhall now proceed to take a view of the 
fix adjacent little iflands; the firt of 
which, called Ourature, abounds with ftags and fifth, 


and plenty of a red dye called faye, It is faid: 


there is good butter here, and variety of larks 
and fea-gulls, .. This ifland hath three churches, 
the auditory of which, taken all together, amount 
to two thonfand fix hundred. people: it. has been 


often fubje&t to great floods; and in a tempeft that — 


happened here in 1658, trees were torn up by the 
roots, houfes uncovered, and the water, which 


on its retiring a great quantity of fifh. ° . 


bore down all that ftood in its way, left behind _ 


On the ifland of Caradiva, which is feparated on: - 


ly by a river from Ourature, isa ftone church and 

a good houfe; it produces the beft faye in all In- 

dia; and together with a neighbouring ifle, called 

_ by the Portuguefe Ilha Deferta, fupplies the Dutch 

fhips with wood for firing ; but both abound with 
very venomous ferpents. ee 

_ The natives of Pongardiva are very tall; the 


‘ifland is large but the ground rocky, and not over — 
fruitful: however, here are great quantities of — 
| * peacocks, 
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peacocks, ftags, hares; and large oyfters, with other 
forts of fifh, are caught on every fide of the ifland. - 
There are plenty of delicious oyfters found alfo 


_ upon the ifland of Analativa, whereon are about 


a thoufand inhabitants, reckorfing men, women, 


and children. It was called in the time of the 
- Portuguefe Donna Clara, after a lady of that name, 
who was for fome time proprietor of it, and whofe 
‘chair, big enough to contain two people, is full, 


fhewn in remembrance of her. ; 
‘Nainativa isa very {mall ifland inhabited by Chri- 


-ftians, who were formerly Bramins, and lead very 


regular lives. It has a fmall church, and abounds 
with jackalls. The laft of thefe is called Ninun- 


diva, or the Long Ifle, called by the Portugufe 


the Cow Land, on account of the abundance of 
cattle tranfported hither from Tonday; tgey are 


‘ not large indeed, but {pecial good and very cheap, 


. w 


felling for half a rixdollar each. 


The foil often produces herbs of fo venomous 
. a nature, that feeding thereon fweeps off the whole 


herds; and our author {pent eight days at one time 
here, when provifions were fo fcarce that he and 


~ his company had like to haye been ftarved: the in- 


habitants are very wretched, and their diet gene- 
rally miferable. The coaft all round is fo rocky 
that there is no coming to land, except in very 
calm weather, which happens twice a-year at the, 
change of the monfoon. Here are to be feen the 
ruins of a fort formerly belonging to the Portu- 
guefe, who imported hither fome horfes, which 
have multiplied extremely, and are fmall but hardy, 


: ‘and well calculated to travel-on ftony ground. 


Here is a fpecies of goats which produce bezoar 


 ftones, but they are not the beft in the world, 


“There is but one {pot in the whole ifle that pro- 


- duces’ frefh water, and this is a clift among the 


rocks, caufed, if you’ll believe the tales of the in- 
> Ds ‘habitants, 


4 


60 DESCRIPTION OF CEYLON, » 
habitants, .by a thunder-bolt, wherein there are 
two. or. three {prings of half a foot and a foot 
deep. . The inhabitants are near eleven hun- 
dred in number. Our author reckons, that in the 
year 1663 there were fixty-two thoufand five hun- 


dred and fifty-eight Chriftians in the province of 


Jafnapatnam and its precinéts, befides two thou- 
fand five hundred and eighty-feven flaves, who 
were not ignorant of Chriftian principles. 

_ As the Bramins challenge the firft rank among 
the Pagans, fo do the Bellales among the na- 
tive Chriftians: they have a ftrip of ‘cloth wrapt 
round the navel, and turning down round the 
thighs and fome part of the leg like drawers ;. they 
have thick foles faftened under their feet; which 
are left bare to prevent the inconveniencies of fweat- 
ing. Ina bag called maddi, hanging juft before 


them, they carry betel and arecca ; on their right 


fide they’have a fheathed knife, with a piece of 
{teel whereon to fharpen it, and an iron pen tipped 
with filver ; their ears, which they draw down to 
their fhoulders, they adorn with golden pendents ; 
and their wealth confifts of cows, oxen, fheep, 
goats, and buffaloes. Their habitations are very 
neat; and their gardens handfomely laid out, and 
well watered. O€tober and November make their 
winter and rainy feafon; and their harveft is in 
January and February, tho’ in fome places where the 
ground is low and marfhy, they have two harvefts 
in the year. While the rains continue, forthe 
{pace of two months inceffantly, they are extremely 


violent, and the lands are all overfiown ; but there 


is {carcely any wet weather during the reft of the 
year; wherefore they are obliged to water even 
their cocoa-trees till they are {ix years old. The 


ground at two feet deep is very rocky, out of which : | 
to cut fprings of frefh water is very chargeable and — 


troublelome. 


They 
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They are fond of butter; which is made with a 
fort of mill like that wherewith chocolate is pre- 
pared for the palate, and of curdled milk which 
they call tayr, andadminifter in fevers and the {mall- 
pox as a cooler. The Bellales in general are rich, li- 
- tigious, and envious ; they generally marry in {pring, 
in this circumftance imitating the Romans, who ufed 
to wed in May. They take wives, each in his own 
clan or family. They marry off their daughters 
at ten or eleven years of age; for they deem it a 
fin to lofe any part of that time in which they 
imagine it to be in their power to contribute to 
the increafe of fociety ; they deem a fingle man, ar- 
rived at the years of maturity, a fcandal to his {pe- 
cies; and, as no body will take a woman to wife 
_ without a portion, nothing is commoner than to fee 
a collection made to portion off the poorer fort of 
girls, They keep their weddings for four or five 
days, feafting and making merry; but not ufin 
{trong liquors: and before the door of the honfe is 
erected a triumphal arch of fig-tree and pomegra- 
_nate branches, intermingled with flowers. The 
bride’s tali or bracelet is put round the neck of the 
bridegroom: and on the coaft of Coromandel, when 
he dies, this taliis burned with him. Ifa girl hap- 
pens to have her monthly courfes before the is mar- 
ried, fhe ftands but a bad chance of having a haf- 
band; for if it is difcovered, no body ‘will afk her 
the queftion. 7 | 
Tho’ many of the Bramins profefs Chriftianity, 
they ftill retain feveral marks of idolatry, fuch as 
never feeding on any thing that has been animated, 
They are very moral and fober, civil, induftrious, 
and obliging; they drink nothing ftrong, eat but 
little at a time, bathe twice a-day, are much ad- _ 
dicted'to venery, and great enemies to inceft; yet 
fuch is their refpect for their own generation; that 
_ they will wed nieces and nephews fooner than feek 
ay AG a wife 
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a wife in another family: moft of them are aftro- 
nomers, acquainted with the motions of the ftars 
and planets, and capable of calculating eclipfes. 
Some of them are of opinion, that all fouls. were 
created in the beginning, and given in their turns. 
to. animate their refpective bodies; nor do. they re- 
je& the dogtrine of the tranfmigration of fouls. 
This is an opinion which ftrongly prevails, almoft 
over all parts of India as wellas here. 

The tribe of Chivias. ufed formerly, to attend the 
fervice of the king, but now they are hewers of 
wood, drawers. of water, and bearers of burthens. 
to the Dutch. T hey are very ftrong, and good 
litter-carriers; but in this occupation they are very 


proud, for they would not at any rate be hired to. 


carry any but the beft people. The Paruas are pret : 
ty active, and {peak moft of them Portuguefe ; they 
are excellent divers, but do not inhabit in fuch num- 
bers on the ifland of Ceylon, asabout Tutecoryn and 
other parts of the continent. P 

The word Chitty fignifies. a merchant, and there 
is a tribe bearing this name, which deals much in 
linen and handicraft trades ; the people of this tribe 
are very crafty, and the father educates his fon in his 
own bufinefs; thus weaving, building, working on 
the fod, &c. are hereditary occupations. Near the 
banks of the falt-river, and the fea-fhore of Jaf- 


napatnam live the Careas, who are fifhermen; as 


are alfo thofe of the tribe of Mokkuas. : 
The naftieft among all thefe people, and ap- 
proaching neareft the Hottentots, are the Nallouas, 
who are very black, and flaves to the Bellales, for 
whom they dig the ground, water the trees,. ma- 
nage the cattle, and do other menial offices. They 
are fo very dirty in themfelves, that they may be 
traced by their fmell like a fox; The Paruas are 
not behind them in filthinefs or menial employ- 
ments; they feed on rats and mice, carry out dung, 
P | and 
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and are certainly the mofk defpicable race of people 
in the world. Perhaps no people on earth are 
treated fo haughtily as the lower fort are by their 
fuperiors, to. whom. they are obliged. i in the ftreets 
to pay the profoundeft reverence: the women are 
alfo kept in great fubjection, not being permitted. to. 
fit at table with their hufbands. - None of all thefe 
tribes will eat cows flefh, deeming the creature, as 
the Egyptians formerly did, facred. 

For a general character of them, it may be faid, 

that they are abftemious in their eating, not fond 
of liquor, naturally ingenious, and bieffed with 
{trong memories; they are clean in their apparel,. 
except the two tribes particularly ftigmatized; not. 
inclined to be quarrelfome, but apt to be abufive ; 
they are fuperftitious with refpect to omens, and 
- much inclined to adultery and fornication. _ 
' Here are courts of judicature where pleading is 
allowed, and advocates are often found here, as 
“well as in England, making long {peeches.to little 
purpofe. Their phyficians, knowing little of phy- 
fic or anatomy, give frefh herbs of a certain compo- 
fition for a purge, and allay the force of* it, if it 
prove too ftrong, by clapping a poultice of pepper 
fteeped in water to the navel, which is. good againft 
a loofenefs and bellyach. 

They have barbers, who are not only expert at 
fhaving the head and face, but are alfo good at pa- 
ring the toe-nails and cleanfing the ears; they car- 
ry with them fmall mirrors, and their razors ate 
thicker on the back than ours. j 

Their weavers fit to work on the ground, where- 
in there-is a hole dug for their feet. Their paint- 
ers have fuch an art in ftaining callicoes that the ~ 
colours will never wafh out; but thofe of Mafulipa- 
tan are much brighter. They have artifts who ma- 
nifeft great tafte in their working upon gold, filver, 

ivory, or ebony; and few Plage in Europe have 
better 
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better carpenters, fmiths, or bricklayers, tho’ their 
wages are hardly more than fix-pence per day. 
There is a very ftately pagode at Trinquenemale,. 
wvhich ferves as a land-mark to the fhips; and here 
alfo is the largeft and moft commodious harbour 
in the whole ifland of Ceylon: it was feveral times 
relinquifhed during the difputes’ in India between 
the Dutch and Englifh, and the fortifications as 
often repaired; tho’ at one time the Hollanders: 
who garrifoned the place under command of Peter 
Wath, were attacked by a frenzy that urged many 
of them to leap into the fea, where they were 
drowned, and on their being opened, there ap- 
peared certain. little maggots infefting the coats 
of the brain, produced as was thought by fatigue, 
heat, and eating falt meat, as well as by the cold 
damp fogs that generally fell after night-fall. To 
thefe worms was attributed this fatal diforder. Of 
Battecalo, Columbo, and fome other important 
places. in this ifland we fhall find an opportunity 
of {peaking hereafter, the prefent fheets being de= 
dicated to a more general fubject.. i'n 
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Superb pagodes of Ceylon: a ftrange opinion of the na- 

tives with refpec? ta one of the fines? of the ifland: 

--an account of Adam’s Peak, and the meafurement of 
of his foot; extraordinary honcurs paid to it: the 
Bramins of Ceylon mare particularly defcribeds their 

_ drefs, mauner of living, and public proceffiins: a 

general charaéer of the heathen inhabitants of this 
iftand, called Cingalefe: fome firange cuftoms peculiar 
jothem: the different dreffes of the people, the vari- 

ous products of the ifland, and-an account of the 
manner of preparing cinnamon. | 


O'ifland abounds more with pagodes, and 

thofe generally very {plendid, than Ceylon: 
there is one particularly-at Vintane, one hundred. 
and thirty feet in circumference at the foundation; 
itis very high, the top being crowned with a gilt 
pyramid, which may be difcerned at a vaft diftance ; 
within it ftandsan idol, reprefenting a man witha. 
drawn fword in his hand, his arm being upraifed 
as if going to ftrike: to this the Cingalefe pay 
adoration, and are firmly perfuaded that this world 
will be near an end when this temple decays. 

It is common to meet on the roads little brick 
-houfes, in which are fixed elephant-heads, which | 
they alfo worfhip, praying to them for wifdom ; 
their idols are generally adorned with garlands of 
flowers, particularly one, being the igure of aman, 
at leaft fix yards high, cut out of a rock which lies _ 
near Belligamme, not far from which is the moun- 
tain fuppofed to be the higheft.in India, called 
Adam’s Peak, whereon, they pretend to tell you 
Adam was created. 


They 
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They thew a mark here, fhaped like a man’s foot, 


“a yard and a half long, three quarters broad, and 


* 


one quarter deep, which they-tell you was impreffed 
here by him when he went thence to heaven; as 


. we before obferved: it:is furrounded with filver ; 


and the poor deluded people believe that a drop of 
water gathered from it, ferves as an expiation for 
all their fins; near it ftands a magnificent. temple, 
into which no body enters without carrying ten or 
a dozen lighted candles, or more, according to 
their abilities: when they depart, they carry with 
them fome of this water in bamboe canes, for the 
ufe of fuch of their friends as have no opportunity 
of going thither in perfon. ae: 
The king and all his court make a pilgrimage _ - 

hither once a-year ; and having ufed the water, and 
paid their devotions, they conclude the night with 


_ feafting and dancing. The priefts prefervea golden 


plate, of the length and breadth of the fame foot, 
whereon are engraven fixty-eight emblematical 
figures, which formerly, fay they; were to be feen 
upon the faid foot, but vanifhed.as foon.as they were) 
copied. ‘This mountain is almoftinacceflible, and) « _ 
thofe who adventure to climb it are affifted byiron — 
{pikes, and chains faftened therein for that purpofe. ‘ 
The Bramins, who are very regular and abftée- 
mious livers, have many convents f{cattered thro’ the, 
ifland, their heads are fhaven, and they have yel- 
low habits; they always carry beads in their hands, 
and mutter prayers; but never appear in the ftreets 
without an umbrello. In different niches about their > 
chapels they place the images of fuch people, either 
men or women, as they are pleafed to fay, have 
led holy lives: and before them they place wax'ta- 
pers and lamps, held by boys neatly carved. They 


~ have certain hours of prayers like the Popith friars, 


and are as exact in obferving them. 
There’ 
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- There are certain. public days.in,which the.ab-, 
' bot, of each, conyent goes thro’ the ftreets in, pros 
ceflion, in great pomp, being mounted onan ele- 
phant fumptuoufly. caparifoned, with an umbrello. 
over. ‘his. head, and preceded by horns, trumpets, 
tabors, and {uch other mufical inftruments; .before 
him dance feveral maidens of quality, naked.to the 
middle, their heads, ears, and arms ornamented: 
with bracelets of gold and jewels, and their petti-. 
coats, of different: colours. | 
We cannot fay however that the Cingalefe, for- 
fo are the pagan inhabitants of Ceylon in gene- 
ral called, are very obftinate or averfe to rational 
conviction, fince numbers of them have been, by 
dint of argument, converted to Chriftianity. They — 
are commonly ready-witted, excellent artifans, and. 
good foldiers, careful obfervers of order, and not 
eafily intimidated ; their converfe with tlje. Europe- 
ans, has sharpened their intelle¢ts very much;, for 
. which reafon they are not to be defpifed,. nor: yet 
fhould they be much relied upon: they are well 
fitted for war, and of fpecial fervice in a route, 
‘marching one. by one, becaufe of the narrow de- 
files abounding in. the country, being armed with 
half-pikes, and: ufing a fmall fhrill drum that may. 
be heard among the hills at three leagues:diftance. 
Ifa hufband goes a long journey, it is ufual for 
him. to. defire: his brother to. hare the. nuptial bed 
during his, abfence; nor is it unufual for a woman 
to complain if not duly attended in fuch cireum- 
ftances, for they do- not think there is any thing 
criminal in fuch an inceftuous commerce. Our ati= 
thor tells us, that he knew a woman loudly com- 
plain, that a brother to whofe care her hufband 
committed her, did not pay fufficient attention to 
. the nuptial duty. The-Cingalefe have long ears, 
loaded. with rings and jewels; they are not unlike 
the Malabars; the common people go naked,, with 
7 2 only 
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_ only their privities covered with a-piece of callico. 
Among the better fort the men wear a light linen 
or ~woollen veft, and a piece of linen wrapped 
round their navels, and coming between their legs, 


with a red cap on their heads, which they efteem 


as a particular ornament, calling it the rock-cap. 
At their fides they carry fwords or fcymitars, the 


~ » hilts of which are curioufly wrought in gold, filver, 


or ivory. 


The women adorn their fingers and toes with _ 


gold and filver rings; and on their necks are neck- 
laces of the fame metals. Inftead of a head-drefs 
they plat their hair, and their breafts are quite 
uncovered ; they are moft of them well proportion- 
ed and handfomely limb’d. They marry as many 
-wives as they can maintain, boaft much of their 


families and high blood, and are vaftly addicted to 


idlenefs, infolence, and pleafure.. It has been hi- 
therto found impoffible to diffuade them from mar- 
rying girls of ten or eleven years old; they fay 


they do it to be fure of having a virgin. They are. 
very neat in their houfes and houfhold-furnitnre, - 


ufing the fig-tree leaf inftead of table-cloths and 


trenchers ; their {poons are made of cocoa nut-fhells, 


and their drinking-veffels are of earth, with pipes 


like tea-pots thro? which they fuck the liquor..— 


Their current coins are the filver laryn, worth 
about ten pence; the fanym, worth five-pence ; and 
the pagode, valued at fix Dutch gilders ;. two filver 
fanyms at five-pence each make a laryn. | 


This illand produces ripe erapes almoft all the 


year; it abounds with fugar-canes, fig and mul- 


berry-trees, whereon is generated a good deal of 


filk; alfoginger, pepper, cardamum, tobacco, and: 
the wild palm; the calabafs, cotton, and arecca- 
tree, with divers forts of mangos, melons, onions, 
and garlic. The Dutch have planted afparagus, 


carrots, cabbage, and many other forts of Euro- 


pean 
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pean vegetables, which thrive here to admiration. 
But Ceylon is more particularly happy in producing 
fuperfine cinnamon, which is fcarcely found in 
any other part of the habitable world. This va- 
luable {pice is good againft many diforders, being a. 
ftrengthner of the bowels and ftomach, a great — 
aftringent, and an excellent cephalic ;_ it affords an 
oil which is efficacious in divers extemporaneous © 
cafes; but being extremely dear, the genuine fort 
is not very common in Europe: it is prefled from 
-the cinnamon fruit, but of-Jate the chymifts in 
England have found a way of diftilling an oil from 
the common cinnamon, which anfwers the fame 
end in.medicinal cafes, and has been found nearly of 
equal influence. ae 

The fruit of this tree is: yellowifh, and it rifes 

‘out of a white bloffom, the fcent of which is very 
pleafing; the leaves refemble thofe of the lemon- 
tree, but they are not quite fo large. The firft 
bark being removed with a crooked knife, the rind 
lying beneath it is cut firft round, then in length, 
-and afterwards left to dry in the fun, where it 
fhrinks into thofe {mall rolls which we fee in Eu- 
srope. When the tree is thus ftripped it perithes ; 
but from the fruit being implanted, others arife: 
_the wood is white, and ufed by the inhabitants for 
building. 

The cinnamon-trees grow fingly, feattered 
-among other woods, and never in groupes; neither 
_is it to be found in every part of the ifland, there 
being no trace of it in Jafnapatnam, nor in the ifle 
of Mannar. From the cinnamon wood, yet green, 

there is an agreeable wholfome water diftilled, and 
this wood thrown into the fire fends forth a moft 
odoriferous {fmell: the natives alfo make feveral 
pretty pieces of furniture out of it, but particularly 
cabinets, which are held in fome eftimation. It is 
to be remarked, that tho’ phyficians and naturalifts 

| agree’ 
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agree that’cirinamon “is hot, *yét’from its root ‘may 


be-drawn'a water ‘endued with the {cent of ‘all’ the 
qualities of camiphire. 

Thete are ‘three fpecies ‘of éhntiainin in thie 
aft-Indiés, ‘the firtt and ‘fineft called by’the Por- 


“uduefe canel‘fino is‘that which ‘is taken'from the — 
young, “or ‘at. leaft ‘the ‘middle-aged ‘tree; canel- 


@roffo isthe’ fecond or coarfer fort, tripped’ from 
van old ‘tree; “and ‘the laft which is: fearcely of any 
‘value, tho” foie of the natives ‘pretend to affirm it 
‘might | ‘be meliorated, -is “called canel de mato or 
‘wild cinnamon, “and fénve ofit'is found on the Ma- 
‘Jabar coaft, ‘but it is not fit for ufe. 

Snake-wood ‘which is in great efteem among thie 


Indians, and ufed as a fpecific in-many diforders, 


is found in feveral parts of the ifland of ‘Ceylon; 
itis hard, bitterifh, ‘and of.a bright ‘yellow colour: 
the powder of this wood is rubbed over the body 
to prevent the progrefs of the itch; and one 
ounce of it taken in wine or water is ferviceable in 
éolics, fevers, &c. but more ‘particularly againft 
the bite of a ferpent, with feveral forts of which 
Ceylon abounds. ‘Its virtues in this cafe were 
firft difcovered bya little animal, called cull-quil 
or quirpele by the Portuguefe, who keep them 
to hunt rats and mice; it is about the fize of ‘a 
common ferret, and has a natural antipathy to the 


ferpent, with which, whenever it meets, it engages, 


‘and if ftung, is cured by eating {nake+wood : ‘Mar- 
cellus de Bofchohouwer, a man of fome confe- 


nisi 


‘quence in this: place, and of -a ‘very curious difpo- 


fition, relates that he has been often witnefs to 


their battles, and once in’ particular he faw a'very 


long combat between a {nake and one of thefe 
creatures, which at laft growing faint, retired to 


cure itfelf by the fnake-wood, and returned to the 


fight after half an hour's abfence, when it found — 
its -antagonift expired. The root of this tree, » 


called 
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‘called “by the “Cingalefe, ‘nalyelli, ‘is ‘alfo faid ‘to 
‘poflefs many fingular virtues. | 
 "Pamarind'trees are found to tlrive well here’; 
‘the “fruitsis'a ‘cooler, ‘and ‘prefcribed againft {cor- 
‘butic ‘and “dropfical ‘diforders: as “alfo does ‘the 
‘mangrove, the branches of ‘which’ whén:grown ‘to 
‘their proper height, tutn “down and take root in - 
‘the ground, thus in’a fhoit ‘time one trée will co- 
vera large tract of land: the’ fénfitiveplant alfo 
grows here, ‘which'retirés from ‘the touch of your 
‘hand, or of ‘atiy thing elfe, wheréwith you offer to 
_ approach it. ‘Ceylon ‘alfo abéunds with éxcellent 
| “medicinal ‘herbs, the ufe ‘whereof _ practice, the 

‘beft inftructor, has ‘taught to “thofe among them 
‘that prattife ‘phyfic and furgery. sey 


CHAP. IV. 


| Lhe elephants of “Ceylon ‘preferable to all ‘others : of 
their food and diforders: feveral different ways 
‘of caichihg them : the great caution of this ‘animal - 
a defcription of it and its various virtues two or 
tbree remarkable flories concerning it : a de[cription 
‘of the tyger-and jackall, “gs 


_ A MONG the quadrupeds or four-footed beafts 

A ‘of ‘Ceylon, the elephant Claims the forémoft 
_ ‘place, as ‘it is “not only the largelt “beat in the 
‘world, “but 'thofe’particularly that are natives of 
this ifland are allowed to be fo far fuperior to 
‘thofe’of ‘any other ‘part’ of India, ‘that the Cinga- 
‘Tefe tell You, they are worfhipped ‘for’ their excel- 
_ ‘lence by allothers of their own fpecies. “They feed 
‘on green herbs, ‘and ‘leaves of the fig, cocoa, and 
‘wild palm; they fometimes take a liking to arecca,. 
‘and the fugar’ catie; ‘and at a certain feafon of the 
“year ‘there’ if wes’ an “oil: from “the “head -of ie 
all , gt ie. which 
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which are old, a flux that often makes them mad; ~ 
and it is then a great chance if their guides do not - 
falla facrifice to their fury. There are fuch num- 
‘bers of thefe-animals all over-the ifland, that it is 
‘not fafe for any body to travel without fome at- ~ 
tendance and drums, &c, wherewith to frighten ~ 
them: they are moft to be feared, when the eve- — 
‘ning begins to fet in, a time at which they fally 
out in fearch of prey; and if you chance to be 
carried by your littermen in their way, you have 
but a bad chance for your life;, for thefe daftards 
will quit the litter and take to their heels: fome 
inftances have been known, in which thefe animals 
have paffed theslitter of a traveller thus abandoned, 
without doing itany harm; but this is not common. 
The young elephants are fometimes taken by fol- — 
lowing the track of the old ones, but the common- 
eft way of catching them, is by cutting a long_ 
alley thro’ fome part of the wood in which they in- 
habit, and planting it with ftakes; here deep pits 
are dug, which being covered lightly over with 
hurdles and earth, the elephant is “fought out, 
and-by hallooing about him, beating drums, and 
tofling wild-fire.in his way, hurried into this path ; 
where falling into one of the fnares, the hunters 
bind his feet with ropes and chains, and fo fecure 
him. Some of them are fo very cunning that they — 
are not to be caught thus, but examine carefully 
with their trunks, every ftep they take, and thus 
if there lies a hole in their way, they are fure to © 
difcover it. : 

When they have fecured a wild one, they yoke ~ 
it between two tame ones, and fet fix men to at- | 
tend it, holding lighted torches affixed to the ends 
of half pikes; for the elephants are particularly — 
fearful of fire, and thefe proffer it food, being 
either boiled rice and hay, or brown fugar ; if it 
is ftubborn and refufes it, the tame -ones beat it 

: ; _ with 


- 
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with their trunks till they teach it obedience. Tt 
is faid the elephant never meddles with the female ' 
after being tamed, tho’ he is fometimes {eized with 
a luftful fit, in which he does much mifchief. 
When the female elephant inclines to: procreate, - 
the makes a bed of herbs and weeds four or five 
feet above the ground, and with a cry peculiar to: 
herfelf invites the male ; in Ceylon they alfo fome- 
times take the male by putting a tame female in his’. 
way. ei wn | 
_ Itis hard. to determine the’ precife age of the 
elephant in general, but it is thought he will - 
live two or three hundred years: the colour of its 
body, which is heavy and grofs with little beauty | 
about it, is dark, for the white elephant is very 
dcarce ; their eyes are fmall like thofe of a pig,” 
and behind their ears, which lie very clofe, there 
is {mall tender fkin, a wound wherein is mortal ; 
as is a.deep wound in his trunk, which js ftrong,: 
tough, and hollow, reaching to the ground, and 
opening and fhutting by the help of little carun- 
des, fo nicely, that he can take up therewith a pin, : 
Or a grain of millet; thro’ this he conveys to his: 
~mouth, allthat he eats and-drinks: in each corner 
of his lower jaw is a tooth, which in the maleis 
fix or feven feet long, but not above one foot in 
the female; and between thefe grows his trunk. 
‘They are naturally extremely wild, and there-’ 
fore to be taken only by hunting; the lofs of -li- - 
berty has been known to influence an elephant fo 
sto throw him into a deep melancholy, wherein 
he has pined for want of fuftenance, which he 
could by no means be prevailed upon to take, until 
relieved by mufic, whereby his anxiety was .dif_i- 
pated and the beaft revived: Bit 
_. There are many remarkable ‘ftories told of the 
fagacity and. fidelity of the elephant, nor is it lefs 
efteemed for its courage.in war, and its very great 
vo. V; cae Rhae _ docility, 
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docility.,.;At the fight of blood, for whichy 
they have.a ftrong abhonrence, and at the found of © 
the trumpet, the difciplined elephants rufa for-— 
ward in battle, with fuch force and rapidity, as to 
{pread. terror and. devaftation every where around’ | 
them. The beft horfes fly at their approach, nor — 
can the. moft experienced rider compel them to. 
fuftain the onfet., With one elephant Ceefar pro- 
cured a moft remarkable victory over the Gauls? 
the Syrians and Perfians profited by the ufe of them: 
in war, and from thefe did the Romans derive the . 
knowlege of their abilities ; of which they made 
great advantage. It is the nature of the elephant’ | 
to turn upon his mafters, if once repulfed; nor 
is there any. poflibility of making him return to the | 
charge. |. | : ; ah 
The mildnefs of their difpofition is very res 
markable, for in pafling thro’ a flock of fheep, — 
they fet them gently, afide with their trunks, that | 
they may not trample upon them. It has, been 
known that they have been let loofe upon crimi- 
nals for their deftruction, when inftead of ‘affailing : | 
the victims. who were tied for that purpofe to pofts, 
they turned. their rage againft thofe who.{purred | 
them on; nor would they be made the inftfuments — 
of crueity.. But with all his meeknefs, we find . 
him endowed fometimes with an implacable. fpirit 
of revenge... : edd ee 
An inftance of which is related by Navaretta, in _ 
the fixth book of his hiftory of China; who tells us, 
that in1658, when he was at Macaflar, he faw anele= | 
phant belonging to the king pafs very quietly thro’. 
the ftreets with his driver upon his back; but, 
coming by chance to, a place where cocoa-nuts: 
were expofed to fale, fnatched one from a large 
parcel with his trunk, wherewith he beat his .ri- 
der. about the head, till he dropped lifelefs to the. 
ground; aninftance of cruelty, the motive of ee 
| . | oine- 


“~ 
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tome people upon inquiry found, was. the fame 
man’s having, a. few days before; thrown a nut of 
pretty large fize at the head of the elephant in 
order to break it; hence arofe the animal’s refent- 
ment, the effects of which were fo ‘very’ melan+ 
choly. Notwithftanding their common mild tem-~ 
_-per, an elephant in rutting timeis quite mad, andfo’ 
 mifchievous that it kills every creature that’ falls 
in its way; and upon growing cool, will go 
_mear fretting itfelf to death, for having perhaps’ 
_ deftroyed fome animal, for whom-it had an af- 
| Bion. : ty ae Ga 
_ Of the modefty of the elephant’ there have been 
 Yeveral examples ; and ‘that in the time of Titus 
_ Vefpafian, there was one which threw a garment - 
over his miftrefs and her lover when mutually 
embracing, as if he thereby would have reminded , 
them of their want of decency and referve, was a 
fact attefted by all Rome. It is faid that the new 
_miftrefs of an Indian, who had murdered his wife, 
was led by an elephant to the place where the body 
j lay; which having uncovered with his trunk, and_ 
pointed out the marks of violence, thereby fhew- 
ing her the danger: fhe «was in, and the fate fhe 
Tight expect, when her paramour was weary of 
~her ;-he reinterred the corpfe, and‘let the woman 
depart. | sy hath Maas tt | fit 
All over India, -but.in China more efpecially, 
_almoft every part of this animal is ufed in medi+ 
tine. Broth made of its: flefh is given to ftop’a 
_loofenefs, the flefh burned prevents an overffux of 
urine, the gall is healing to the eyes, and removes 
_ the’ inconveniencies of a bad breath. .The humour 
f+ the eye mixed with breaft milk is faid to be an 
excellent ophthalmic; the bone lying at the pit of. 
the ftomach when powdered is a fine ftomachic ; 
and a poultice of the fkin burned to afhes, and 
Mixed with oil, isa noble cure for a green wound. 

a ; 8 ee They 
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They meafure the elephant from the nail onone | 
of his forefeet to the top of his fhoulders, and for | 
every cubit. of his height, the Jargeft not being: _ 
more than nine-cubits, or thirteen feet and a half, — 
hich, the common price amounts to one hundred» 
} 


pounds Englifh money; but the Ceylon elephant is; _ 
worth four times-as much. vik on, 
The female carries her young from fixteen to: — 
eighteen months, and when jut yeaned it isas large 
as a fizeable calf; they are generally fifty nay fixty, | 
years before they come to their full growth, when. | 
they will carry fourteen people, as is well known ing) 
Cochin-China, where the towers on their backs — 
are ufed inftead of coaches; their pace being very — 
equal, and as {wift’as a horfe at full trot. T he. 
teeth which the elephant fheds fpontaneoufly in 
the woods, is reckoned the worft fort of ivory 5, 
the beftis taken from the mouth of the beaft as — 
foon as ever he is killed, and there is a {pecies be-) 
tween both, yielded by the elephant who dies a nas; 
tural death. ay | 7 el 
It is certain that no animal appears to a& fo 
nearly to man, upon the principles of reafon, as the 
elephant... That they tread: more foftly and much 
lighter than a horfe, is furprizing but trae; for in. 
-pafling over a marfh, they hardly give any motion — 
to the furface, while a horfe in the fame path shall 
make it tremble all around very perceptibly. 
When the elephant goes to drink, he ftirs all the 
dirt from the bottom of the water, that he may, | 
have therewith gravel and {mall ftones, which ferve 
to digeft his food, as is the cafe of geefe,» ducks, 
&c. for he ig much affited with cholics and-indi-- 
ticket 9) ARO SO Bi SON, AEA 0 ABLESL 3. ei | 
The woods of Ceylon abound with  tygers‘as 
well aselephants. Pugh s iy 
‘The tyger is a creature peculiar to the Indies, 
for tho’. there is a fmaller fized animal found in. 
, 3 nage America 


t 
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‘America fomething refembling this beaft, it is doubt- 
‘ful whether it be of the famefpecies. The tyger is 
‘larger than a leopard; its fkin, which is a valuable 
fur, ufed for’ horfe furniture, bedding, - lining 
‘cloaths, and palankins, is full of yellow fpots fur- 
‘rounded: with black hair, which is fhort and of 
‘the moft beautiful glofs: their eyes are very bright, 
-and darting a prodigious luftre, their necks fhort 
‘and ftreng, and their claws and teeth prodigioutfly 
fharp; they are exceedingly ftout and very fwift. 
“There ‘are three forts of them, the largeft of 
‘which is called the tyger foyal ; and its fkins, 
-which have been known to be fix feet'long, are 

eufed as-coverlids for beds. The fecond and moft 
‘common fort is about the fize of a-calf, active, 
dight, and exceffively cruel. The third and laft 
-{pecies is fomething larger than a mountain cat, 
‘extremely mifchievous, and its howl approaching 
smear to the lowing of a calf, is vaftly frightful. 
Lions never prey on any thing till it is dead, tygers 
always affail that which is living, tearing it ‘into 
“pieces, but never meddle with any thing that is 
ilifelefs; as the carcafe of a fheep or of a horfe. 
“If by any chance they get among a flock of fheep, 
the havock they make is almoft iucredible ; for 
sthen they feldom eat, but glut themfelves with 
fucking the blood; fo that a tyger, ‘a tygrefs, and 
two young whelps have been known to deftroy 
above one hundred fheep in one night’s time. In 
+a clofe country-they lurk behind the hedges, and 
{pring upon.a man, or any other creature that 
-paffes by, feizing him by the middle, and carrying 
him to their haunts, where they tear him to pieces 
and devour him. Thofe' who have eat of it, efteem 
«the fleth to be as delicate, nay rather better fla- 
--voured than veal, particularly when young. It is 
-faid that dogs and. tygers engender; Diodorus Si- 
-culus affirms that a certain Indian king prefented 
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fome of this heterogeneous brood.to Alexander the 
great, which was exceeding {trong and fierce, be- 
ing befides endowed, with all the docility of a dog ;_ 
four of them overpowering a lion with eafe. Itis 
afferted by fome writers, but with what truth 1 
won’t venture to affirm, that a tyger. meeting-a_ 
black and a white man together, will pafs the lat-_ 
ter unnoticed, and tear, the former, to pieces; be-— 
_caufe it is a prey perhaps to. which they are more 
accuftomed., .They are often feized upon -by the — 
huntimen in,this manner ; the boldeft of the com- 
"pany finds out where there isa young litter, with 
which, in the abfence of the ,dam, he runs away, 
when fhe returns and. miffes the young, fuch is 
her quick fcent, that.fhe foon traces the .courfe 
of the huntiman; but he ftops her -progrefs by~ 
dropping one of the whelps, which fhe immedi- 
ately takes care to fecure, by carrying off to her” 
litter, and by. this piece of cunning the hunt{man- 
has time to get fafely off with the reft. rere 
Walter Schouten, a Dutch writer of great vera- 
city, aflures us, that the tyger feizes upon and bears — 
off a {trong man with. as.much eafe as acat doés a 
moufe.. He leaps upon. and fticks his fore paws” 
into the fhoulders,, then trikes his teeth thro’ the’ 
ribs; and the. attack and deftruction of a victim” 
are {carcely to be. diftinguifhed as feparable. . 
This ifland has alfo: bears in: it, and: there are 
plenty of horfes, which were firft imported by the - 
Portuguefe, and have multiplied confiderably; to- 
gether with cows, bulls, elks, fheep, ftags, goats, — 
boars both wild and tame, hares, partridges, ‘pea- 
-cocks, and buffaloes,. of. which hundreds may be’ 
feen feeding in one flock; in Europe, thefe beafts, : 
which are about the fize of an ox, are ufed to 
draw in the plough and other carriages, but being © 
a little unruly, an iron ring is faftened to their 
note, that they may be the more eafily guided, : 
Hol - | ie 
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* The jackall is a fpecies of animal, that gather _ 


in herds by the road fide towards the fall of night, 


where they make a moft inharmonious and intimi- 
dating noife, nor do they fcruple then attacking 


‘fach people as are unfortunate enough to pafs near 
‘them; human flefh they are very fond of, and fo 


~*@reedy after it, that they tear the dead bodies ‘out 
“of the graves, for which reafon a great ftone cover- 


‘ing the whole furface is generally laid over a new 
‘made grave to prevent their depredations ; ‘they 
are Htinted with prey hounds,’ but not often taken, 


“for by {eattering their ‘urine, they impregnate the 
fod over which they pafs with fcents fo ftrong and 


unfavory, that the hounds can’t endure it. 


oe 


“fign of the rhinoceros. 


"The phyficians of Ceylon prefcribe the flefh of 
“he jackall as efficacious in a. confumption, and ‘ 


Facceed ‘tolerably well. ‘The jackall is called, by ~ 


‘the people of Malabar, adiviis. It refembles a fox . 
“Gn make, and the tail is exattly the fame. Our au~ 


thor faw one leopard here, but never met the leaft. 


| See A ECORI ETS 
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CHAR. ay, 


Of the fiveral kinds of birds peculiar to the ifland of 
Ceylon: its infeéis and various forts of fib: the 
crocodile defcribed : of ferpents of a furprixing big- 
nef; ther familiarity: feveral different methods 

_ of curing their bite: furprizing boldnefs of a Dutch 

_ foldier : of ambergreafe, its nature and value: 

@ reviuw of the pearl fifbery of Ceylon: an ac- 
count of the manner in which the fifhermen get coral; 


of its properties and Spectes. 


HERE is a vaft variety of birds in Ceylon, 
fome of which are peculiar to the country ; 
among thefe are the minhotos, a great enemy to 
poultry, an owl whofe fcream is of a moft hideous 
nature, and a certain bird the neft of which hangs 
from the branches of the trees in the manner of 
a hamock. Among their fong birds, are the 
nightingale and the lark; they have alfo plenty of 
fea-gulls, water-{nipes, parroquets of the moft 
beautiful colour ; turtles, pigeons, partridges, bats, 
{wallows, peacocks, geefe, herons, wild and tame 
ducks; nor are they without bees, glow-worms, 
gnats and locufts. In the day time the tops of 
the houfes fwarm with crows, which retire with 
the evening in fquadrons to the woods; they are 
io extremely cunning that there is no fhooting any 
of them, except from an ambufcade; and if one 
of them happens to be brought down, the reft fing 
his dirge with the moft grating croak that can be 
imagined, 

Among the fith of Ceylon, we find plaice, crabs, 
pike, king-fifhes, fail-fithes, craw-fifh, haddock, 
fharks, {melts, feals, oifters, fhrimps, bat-fith, 

| . galleon- 
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galleon-fifh, cacap, orados, bomtos, fardins, cor- 
quados, &c. and among its amphibious animals are 
the crocodile and fea porcupine. |The porcupine 
is known alfo by the name of the fea hog ; its food 

when afhore is herbs growing near the water-fide ; 
the teeth of the porcupine are very fharp, and the 
fleth is wholefome eating; the females have breatts: 
with milk in them. . | bua 
__. The crocodile or aligator is an amphibious ani- 
mal of the lizard-kind; in, Ceylon they feldom ex- 
ceed the length of eighteen feet, tho’ in other parts 
of India. they have been found thirty feet long; 
they have four feet with crooked claws, and are 
_ only vulnerable under the belly and in the eyes, the | 
{kin being covered with fcales that are mufket proof : 
' as.they have no joint in the back-bone, confe- 
quently cannot turn very quickly; a man who is 

_ aware of them, may eafily efcape by running be- 
hind them. Babi fe 
» Out of its head, fay fome naturalifts, may be 
taken a ftone that. is excellent, when powdered, 
againft the gravel, as are alfo the bones of the 
fhark. The teeth of the crocodile are ftrong and 
fharp, shutting into each other ; it moves only the 
upper jaw, and has no tongue; it is fatd to yield ; 
-akind of mufk, and it communicates a perfumed — 
{cent to the place where it lurks: it is extraordi- 
nary fubtle, and manifefts great cunning in wait- 
ing for. its prey; for it often conceals itfelf in the 
reeds clofe to the water fide, where people cither 
come to wath, or-elfe fill their veffels, and fudden- 
ly feizing them by the hand or foot, drags them 
into the water, where it devours them. It is a re-. 
_Mmarkable cowardly creature, as well as extremely - 
cruel; for the elephant has been often obferved to . 
bathe with impunity clofe to the haunt of the cro- 
codile, which it is fuppofed to be intimitated from 
-affailing by its enormous fize. It often fwims on 
rs . Bes the 
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the furface of the water, fo folded within itfelf that | 
it may be eafily miftaken for a log of wood, till the | 
approach of prey, on which it fprings fwiftly asan | 
arrow out of a bow. ely | i Gt 

The fleth of the young crocodile isa great dain- | 
ty among the Chinefe, and from the body is taken | 
a white fat that is faid to be:good againft fettled 
humours of the body. If the fens or ponds that 
they frequent, chance to dry up, they dig holesinthe 


ground, wherein they live till the water returns. | — | 


Ceylon is much infefted with ferpents of many’ _ 
different forts, and thofe that are’ of an amphibi- 
ous nature are particularly large, being from eight | 
- to.ten. yards long and five yards round, with throats | 

fufficiently capacious to fwallow a ftag whole; they _ | 
are killed .by the natives on the fhore as they fleep, | 
and their flefh is efteemed good eating. We are’ | 
told by feveral writers, that thefe ferpents will | 
{wim a long time round a fhip in expeétation of 
fome of the men coming down to wath. © 

The rat-catching ferpent is very large, but not” | 
at all venomous, and is generally found on the tops” 
of. houfes. “There is great danger in the cobras; | 
and when ovr author was at Ceylon they killed | 
feveral people; however, the ‘patient may be cured” | 
by, a-timely application of ‘the ferpent ftone, which | 

we find ‘after a very ftri€t fearch to be a com- } 
pound of certain herbs burned to athes, mixed with © | 
a particular fort of earth; of this is formed akind | 

of pafte, which made up into a lump of the fhape 
and fize of a pigeon’s egg, isleft todry into a hard | 
confifteney, which paffes for a ftone, the ftory which | 
we have mentioned before of its dropping from the’ | 

head ofaferpent being found on examination entirely 
fabulous. ‘The place that happens to be bit by the’ | 
ferpent muft be pricked with a pin till the blood © 
comes, on which the {tone muft be inftantly applied, | 
which adheres clofely tillit attra€ts all the vehom,and 
7-* . - then | 


ae 
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then i it falls off; butif it be not ftrait. put into. a 
cup of either cow’s.or breaft-milk, in which it may 
ditcharge the poifon it has. fucked, it affuredly 
_burfts; it communicates its virulency in an ugly 
‘green colour to the liquor wherein it is immerfed.. 

A Dutch furgeon at Ceylon, by. name Albert | 
Van Lamburgen, was in the year 1666 afflicted 
_ with blindnefs, arifing from the {ting of a ferpent, 
_ which he recovered from. fhortly after, tho’ by what 

means I cannot tell... A man working on the top 
of a church was about the fame time ftung to death 
' by the attack of a ferpent that lay covered under 
fome leaves. Baldzeus fays he once {aw two fer- 
 pents. twilted together..{porting under the fame 
- church wall, which were both cut to pieces bya 
foldier, and fo very familiar were they in his time 
that in. rainy: weather they traverfed all parts. of 
the honfe without fear, pafling over the beds, and 
even touching people with their tails as they went 
_ by, without being in the leaft intimidated, . The, 
idolaters of this ifland- pay them divine honours, 
nor will they at any rate permit them to be killed,, 
but feed them that they should do them no harm, 
and call them after their children and fervants, fo 
“that almoft every houfe has a. domettic biood , of 
eaepse 

Thofe who are bitten bya ferpent and can’t pro- 
cure the pietra de cobra, or ferpent{tone, readily, 
may, chance to find benefit by holding alighted. 
coal near. the part affected, which draws out. the. 
venom by degrees, without machi inconveniency to: 
‘the patient, and as faft as one coal cools, during, the, 
see's, another hot one is to be applied; but the, 
ae affected is firft to be bound all round as tight. 
as poffible in a lump, to prevent the, infection. from. 
G reading. -Itis not, amis for thofe who. go to the 
gee Indies . to., carry, with them amithnidate,, balfam», 
par, Peru, theriac, orvietan, rue, fcordinm, ange- 
E, 6. 3 lica Me 
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lica, and other cordials and antidotes; cooling diet 
and conftant bathing are alfo neceffary, but bleed- 
ing and purging are dangerous ; fafting {pittle ap- 
plied to the wound, the peel of a lemon or citron, 
juft plucked from the trees, are counted good re- — 
medies in thefe cafes; alfo a poultice of the*fer- 
pent’s head that communicated the infection is 
deemed falutary. mais) 

There is a fort of mountebanks not only in 
Ceylon, but im many other parts of the Eaft-Indies, 
who make a trade of taming ferpents, which they 
pretend to do by certain forms of incantation, and 
they carry them about by way of fhow, making 


them ftand an end and dance to the found of their 
uncouth fongs. In Baldeus’s time there wasa | 


foldier in garrifon at Jafnapatnam, a native of High 
Germany, who \was diftinguifhed by the name of 
the ferpent-catcher, and this man being fent for by 
the governor of Coromandel, to take one of the 
ferpents called by the Portugnefe cobra, came ac- 
cordingly, and holding his hat before his face with — 
~ one hand, with the other laid hold of: the ferpent 

without receiving the leaft damage, and put it into 


his knapfack; he ufed afterwards to carry itabout | 


with him'as a pet, and even to fleep near it: he 
would by no means reveal whence he derived his | 
power; all he would acknowledge was, that he 
carried about him the head and heart of a fer- 
pent, which in. fome meafure contributed to it ; 
and as for the reft, there was in it nothing fuper- 
natural, This ifland abounds with infects; aswell | 
as ferpents, fuch as the millepedes, which are‘often _ | 
- known to be fix or feven inches long; fpiders that | 
are very large, {corpions, frogs, tortoifes,-and 
toads. — ; ! | : Tibia? 39 
The ufe of cryftal is not unknown here. The | 
commodities, by the fale of which the Portuguefe | 
made mo.i piofit, were:all kinds of coloured filks, | 
, velyets, | 
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velvets, and ftuffs, red caps, painted calicoes, veffels 
of porcelain, opium, china root, camphire, mufk, 
fandal-wood,  glafs-bottles, gilt looking-glaffes, 
brimftone, falt-petre, tin, lead, and copper. Cey- 
jon has alfo as great variety and as much _ plenty of 
corn as any other part of the world; for it has not 
only five kinds of rice that ripen one after ano- 
_ ther, but alfo eight other forts of grain, whence. ' 
they extract either oil or bread. / 

Its fhore alfo abounds with ambergreafe; the 
generation of which cannot be precifely determin- 
'ed, nor whence it comes; it is wafted to land by 
the {well, and is commonly found after ftormy 
. weather in round lumps of a bluifh white colour, 

by people who go in fearch of it by moonfhine, 
mounted upon camels trained to the bufinefs, and 
thefe bend down when they come near a piece of 
ambergreafe, that their riders may pick it up: the 
white and black ambergreafe, for there are pieces 
of it that have both thefe colours, are not near fo 
valuable .as the other, which is called oftentimes 
foxed-amber, becaufe the fox fwallows and throws 
-it.up again without much alteration, except im- 
pairing, tho’ but a little, the fcent of it. Its 
real goodnefs is known by laying fome. of it ona 
very hot knife, when it will not only melt and 
run like wax, but entirely evaporate, leaving not 
the flighteft dregs behind. Mr. Rocheford, in his 
Natural Hiftory of the American iflands fays, that 
ambergreafe, when firft caft on fhore, {mells like 
rufty bacon, and that it attracts, birds of prey ; the 
-marks of a bird’s bill is often found in it,. and is 
‘one of the figns of its goodnefs. It is. thought by 
fome to be a vegetable, growing at the bottom of the 
fea, and that it is forced thence by tempefts. There 
are many other various ppinions concerning it ; but 
it is pretty certain, that it was not known to Hip... — 
..pocrates, Diofcorides, or Galen. i iad 
ate vis) : _ There 
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There is a fith of the whale kind named’ Tal, 
which fwallows “the -ambergreafe, ‘as it’ fwims in 
large pieces on the furface‘of the water ; which, not 
being able to digeft, kills him ; when thofe who are 
accuftomed to this kind of fithery perceive the car- 
cafe floating on‘ the water, they’ go ‘out in their 
boats, and faftening their harpoons to the body, 
draw it afhore, where they fplit it down the back, 
and take out the ambergreafe; that’ which’ is 
found about’ the creature’s ‘belly, “having con- 


tracted a difagreeable’ fcent, is ‘thereby rendered — 
- good’ for’ nothing. “* The bones of ‘this fifth are - 


fold by the druggifts of Bagdad and Baffora at a 


good rate; of the back-bone are made ftools, and ( 


fome parts’ of the ribs aré ufed in the ftruéture 
‘of their “houfes by many Indians. © bras 4a aa» 
‘Phe pearl’ fifhery of Ceylon. is a very profitable 
commerce,’ There are three other pearl fifheries, 


befides what is on this coaft; the firft in the 


Perfian galph; the fecond oppofite to it, at Catifa 


on the coaft of Arabia Felix ; the third is at Ja- > 


pan: but it is allowed, that the pearls of Ceylon 
are of ‘the’ fineft water, confequently, tho’ fmall,. 
they are in proportion’ more valuable than any’ 
others; the fhell of the oifter which produces 


them is called mother-of-pearl, it has'a fine luftre, - 


and it is ufed in fnuff-boxes, cabinets, &c, The 
people who follow the trade of. fifhing for pearl 
are, what with the art of the Dutch and the tyran- 


ny of their prince, kept very poor, thére being a_ 


Brachman. employed by the Dutch generally ready 
to buy up the treafure as itis found. . © -— 


In order to’ carry the fifhermen quicker to the 


bottom, they have 4 large weight affixed’ cither to- 


the foot or to the fide; in the right hand they have 
a fharp iron to be ufed in removing the oiftersfrom, 


the rocks, and if there is not great care and cau-_ 


tion exerted in going about it, if thé oifter prove’ 


large 


i 
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large it will adhere fo ftrongly to its bed as to foil 
the poor fifherman’s beft endeavours ; on the left 
arm, and fometimes round the neck is hung a baf- 
ket into which the fifth is put when ‘caught; about 
the left arm is alfo a'cord, by pulling which they 
give notice to thofe in the veffel from which they, 
defcended that they want to be brought up. The 
hazard thefe poor people run is very great, not 
only from the water-ferpent and crocodile, but 
_alfo from many other ravenous monfters that de- 
light in human blood. It'is notuncommon for fome 
people who have no right to arich {pot of fithery 
to throw a certain drug into the water all.round, 

which they know the oifter has a diflike to, and 
which on fcenting it, goes to another part of the 
coaft, where they follow. and fifh for it, in this 
manner becoming rich.  ~ 

There have been of late days many pearl- fitheries 
eftablifhed in the Weft-Indies.; but the oriental 
pearl remains ftill unrivaled. : 

Coral is alfo a produétion of the fea about 
Ceylon, which is a commodity more valuable in 
other parts of the world than in Europe ;, in Japan 
particularly it may be fold to confiderable advan- 


-. tage; and a fair piece, that is of a good fize, with- 


out any fault, will bring more money.than a.con- 
{cionable European would think of afking for it. 

The naturalifts agree that coral is. a fea’ plant,. 
which grows at the bottom, and-often fprouts out 
into branches of five or fix ‘Feet in height. ‘There 
have been found branches of it variegated with 

red, black, white, and other colours, and from 
2 careful ‘abfervation “of its growth, it has been_ 
proved to pals. thro’ many changes of colour un- 
mB. til: it is»fall ripe, when it becomes a moft beau- 

~ tiful red. 

It is fo clogged with dirt, when firft taken out 
- of the fea, that before its soodnels can be deter- 
mined, 


@ 
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mined, it muft be carefully polifhed; red and 
white coral are thofe that are in moft efteem. Co- 
ral is faid to acquire a brighter red in the cuftody 
of a man than of a woman; it is faid. to fade-in 
the poffeffion of a fick perfon, and the decline of 
its colour prognofticates the approach of fome dif- 
order. It was thought by the antients to preferve 


a houfe from the thunder-bolt; to protect from ~ 


evil geniufes, and to be efficacious in ftopping 
blood; it may be difcharged of its red colour and 
changed to a very fine white, by being fteeped 
when pulverifed for a day or two in citron juice: 
its colour, when faded, may be reftored by hold- 
ing it for fome time over a thick fmoke, and-then 
covering it a little while with muftard feed, or rub- 
-bing it with foft thread. Coral is not peculiar to 
the coaft about Ceylon : it is found off Sicily near 
Trepano, tho’ this fort is but {mall and ill coloured ; 


alfo on the coafts of Catalonia, Majorca, and Cor- 
fica. It is the opinion of fome people, that there. 


are whole forefts of it in the red fea, but that it is 
not any where to be found in the main ocean, or 
at forty miles diftance from ‘land; for the barques 


that are employed in this fifhery never go farther... 
from fhore, and they are fo very {wift that no gal-’ | 
ley almoft can overtake them. The time of fithing 
for coral is from the beginning of April to the end 


of July. In the northern parts of the Mogul’s do- 
“minions, and indeed over all Afia, it is worn by 
the common people in necklaces and bracelets. . 


1 
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| AP Be QUEDA PLoV I 
Lhe firft difcovery of the ifland of Ceylon ; and the good 
| fortune'of-a Chinefe failor: fome farther account 
of the royal family to the time of the entry of the 
Portuguese: difputes between Singa, Adafeyn, and 
Lamantia : the latter perfidioufly betra‘ed and cruel- 
by put to death: his fon crowned king. by the Portu- 
- guefe interft, and privately murdered by his bro- 
ther Don Fohn, who mounts the throne: the death 
of Singa Adafeyn: wonderful difintereftednefs of a 
priejt: Fqneir Wandaar fets up for king, and routs 
Don Fobn, and is affaffinated for folictting a match 
with the young empre/s. Dan “fohn again enabled 
to make bead again/t the Portuguefe ; is married to 
Donna Catherina: his reign, death, and charaé&er. 


.: EYLON was firft difcovered by fome Chi- 
C nefe mariners, who chancing to be fhipwreck- 
ed on the coaft, were hofpitably entertained by the 

inhabitants, and one of them faying that his king 
_was fon of the fun, was. chofen by confent of the 
_people to be their king, as they thereby not only 
compofed fome feuds that had long reigned among 
them, but alfo manifefted their re{fpeét to the fun, 
-which they adored, as do the people of Malabar: 
hence the prefent race of the kings of Ceylon de- 
duce their origin from, and ftile themfelves lords of 
the’ golden fun. | | 

From this foreign king, who ftiles himfelf the 
much-beloved fon of the-always moving fun, was 

_defcended Sankauw Pati Mahadafeyn, who called 
himfelf well-beloved lord of the whole ifland. The 
‘well-beloved conqueror of the lion was one of his 
defcendants: this monarch left two fons, who, af- 
ter a very obftinate and bloody difpute divided the 
country between them,, the kingdom of Candy fal- 

| ling 
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ling to the fhare of the younger, Radgora Adafcyn, — 
the well-beloved king, and the reft of the ifland 
devolving upon the other brother, the TARPS of 

“the country: however, their pofterity difagreeing, 

“Raja Singa Adafcyn, a man of great courage and 
wonderful art, tho’ at firft only a barber, made his 
way'to the throne, by impofing -himfelf, as one of 
the blood-royal, upon the people, and fubdued the — 
whole ifland, having firft cut, off all the great 
men. Fact’) Manta 

While he was wading thro’ blood towards this _ 
important point, the Portuguefe taking advantage 
of the inteftine divifions, invaded, and made them- 
felves mafters of the places moft famous for cinna- _ 
mon in this ifland, from whence they tranfported ~ 
it to Europe in vaft quantities, reaping, prodigious 
profits. Raja Singa having feized upon all the trea- 
fure belonging to the royal family, and having 
-driven the Jate emperor into exile, conferred the 
government of a very largé province upon Vinne — 
Lamantia, who had been a favourite of the late — 
emperor, but he ufed his power to rebel again{ft 
his mafter, and procure himfelf to be proclaimed. 
emperor, under the name of deliverer of the em- — 
pire.) After a bloody conteft peace was conclud- — 
ed between him and Raja; i confequence where- 
of finding means to get Lamantia, his young fon of — 
a year old, by inviting them to court, into his 
cuftody, he ordered them to*be buried up to the — 
arm-pits in the ground, together ‘with their chief 
attendants, and round balls of wood to be bowled 
at them till their brains were dafhed out. 
- When this cruel execution was over, he invaded _ 
Candy, Lamantia’s dominion; the people of which — 

~ liked the new government very well; and. having 

‘made the emprefs his prifoner, he plundered the 
country, and fold. many of the inhabitants for — 
flaves, opprefling thofe that remained, in’ the moft — 

res, — tyran- 
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tyrannical manner. This induced them to crave 
the afliftance of the Portuguefe, to whom Raja 
Adafcyn was a profefled enemy ; and among whom 
the two fons of Lamantia had takeh refuges and 
were baptifed by the names of Don Philip and 
Don John. airs} | ion we” 

The two princes were fent to Candy by the Por- 
tuguefe, with a -confiderable force, where Don 
Philip, being the eldeft, was proclaimed king’; 
which preference of his brother irritating the'am- 
bitious Don John againft’ the Portugnefe,’ he 
took the firft opportunity of difpatching his» bro- 
ther by poifon, and feizing the throne, forced the 
 Portuguefe out of Candy; after which ation he 
obtained a very fignal victory over Raja Adafcyn 
with but a handful of men; and Adafcyn in his 
flight, having wilfully thruft a thorn thro’ ‘his 
foot, would not permit it to be meddled with, but 
fuffered it to mortify, and his death, according as 
he withed, was the confequence. | i 


It was remarkable, that none of his cruelties in- 
_ fpired him with the flighteft remorfe, except that 
_ of having caufed to be burned fome priefts of 
- Waldowanfe far having denied. that parricide, of 

which he had in many inftances been guilty, was 
_ a wenial crime; however, he fpared their high 
prieft: he had propofed the fame queftion to the 
priefts of Paraynoydeyo, who having reprefented 
God as fomething more merciful than to damn him 
entirely, were difmiffed with the ‘title of his ma- 
jefty’s friends, A few hours before he died having 
manifefted great contrition for the murder of his 
brother, the high prieft.abfolved him of the crime, 
but refufed to accept fome very valuable prefents 
offered him in confequence thereof. This honeft 
man died afterwards at Candy, in the hundred and 
twentieth year of his age. | nt 
antes Before 
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Before the battle in which Raja Adafcyn was 
routed, he was very melancholy and low-fpirited 
and, as if forefeeing his approaching fate, was 
heard to cry out, “* Don John is a brave warrior, 
‘© a throne will be the reward of his prowefs. 
«« Where, Raja Singa Adafcyn, where is thy wont- 
“¢ ed fortune that ufed to be irrefiftible? why 
“ fleeps thy courage? wherefore flumbers thy am- 
« bition? is thy greatnefs fled? Alas! alas! I fee 
‘© the fad reverfe of profperity ! and fickle fortune 
- that formerly led me by the hand, now turns 
“* her back, and leaves me to perifh in the fhade of 
“© adverfity! Whathas thy once beloved favourite, 
thy Raja Singa done ?” ; 
Don John now imagined himfelf fole monarch of 
the ifland, without a competitor, when ona fud- 
den Raja Singa Adafcyn’s fecretary being poffefled © 
of all his mafter’s treafure, which was very confi- 
derable, affumed the title of king by name of Ja- 
neira Wandaar ; and being upon foliciting it, join- 
ed by a large body of Portuguefe from Goa, com- 
manded by Pedro Copez de Soufa, he attacked 
Don John near the city of Walane, and routed him 
entirely, flaughtering a great number of his men, 
and ftriking fuch a panic into the reft, that. the 
whole country fubmitted to him without oppofi- 
tion, Dollefwagge excepted : as for Don John, not 
being able to rally his fcattered forces, he retired 
with fcarcely one attendant to the woods, where © 
he had nothing to feed on for fometime, but herbage 
and wild fruit. ' | 
The Portuguefe having, by this fuccefs, obtained 

an abfolute authority not only over Don John, but 
over their allies, refolved to difpofe of the throne 
of Ceylon in favour of Donna Catharina, one of the 
real blood-royal, who was educated at Manaar in 
the Chriftian religion, in which the natives of Cey- 
lon acquiefced, refufing to own the king of Portu- 


gal 
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gal-as their fovereign lord, a fubmiffion to which 
they were much preffed. Donna Catharina was, , 
in confequence of this refolution, foon after brought. 
to Candy, where fhe was received by Don Pedro, 
Lopez, and a large body of the people in the moft 
re{pectful manner, they proftrating themfelves be-. 
fore her according to the cuftom of the country. 

_ Donna Catharina made her entry, which was ex-. 
ceflively magnificent, in her litter, amidft the loud- 
eft acclamations of the people, and was in a few. 
days crowned emprefs with the ufual folemnities.. 
About this time feveral houfes were burned. down,. 
in different parts of the city, but how, no man. 
could tell; at laft it was found out to be done by 
Don Jonn, who had come hither privately, dif- 
guifed like a beggar-man, with a view to deftroy 
the town, and who was obliged to get back to 
- his place of refuge, there being twenty thoufand 
crowns reward offered for the taking him dead or 
alive. The Portuguefe now. pretty much at eafe, 
and no more perplexed by difputes, began to give 
aloofe to their pride, avarice and infolence, where- 
by they rendered themfelves intollerable to the na- 
tives of the ifland, and having refuted to allow ofa 
marriage between king Janier Wandaar, and the 
emprefs Donna Catharina, tho’ they had folemnly 
‘promifed it; the former entered into an affocia- 
tion with Don John, who {coured the country at, 
the head of a {mall party, to drive out thefe new 
tafk-mafters once again, and divide with him the 
dominion of the ifland ; but the Portuguefe general. 
having intercepted fome letters that paffed between 
them, caufed him to be affaflinated with all his at- 
tendants in his own prefence, having firft difarmed 
him, by borrowing his fword, under pretence of admi- 
xing the handle, which was curiouily fet with jewels. 
~ Tt was in vain for them toendeavour juftifying this 
treacherous method of proceeding to the emprefs; the, 
alist Te meee te sata he 
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who, tho’. but ‘twelve’ years old, had a great deal 
_ of good fenfe, and manifefted a very juft difcern~, 


ment, obferving, that tho” he was a traitor, he 


ought not to have been bafely cut off without le- 


gal trial. =“ Be affured, faid fhe, let your preten- ~ 7 


“* ces for it be ever fo plaufible, this very fact will 


“ caufe your ruin; for no body that hears of your — 
‘having thus bafely difpatched him who was your _ 
_ & beft friend but will curfe you, andfear that the 


«next victim to your remorfelefs revenge will be 


« her whom you call emprefs; but tremble for. ' 


«¢ the confequences of a fact, which the divine 


<¢ juftice will not fail to avenge.” This woman’s _ | 


words had in them the force of an oracle; for 
they were largely fulfilled when the Dutch for- 
ces attacked the Portuguefe, and drove them out 


of Botecalo, Columbo, Gale, Negumbo, and. to 


crown all, out of Jafnapatnam. 


Thefe perfidious proceedings were the entire ~ 
ruin of the Portuguefe affairs ; for the Cingalefe 


being thereby fixed in an irreconcileable hatred 
againft them, fought out Don John, who very rea- 
dily fell in their way, and foon formed under him 
a confiderable army, every member of which was 
- determined to root out their tyrannical foes, who 
being intimidated by their. numbers and prepara- 


tions, retreated from the city of Candy to the fort | 


of Ganoor, and {ent to Columbo for relief ; the Cin- 
ealefe, who were clofe at their heels, took about 
fifty prifoners, whom they fent back with their 
nofes flit and their ears cut off. bi 

This boldnefs fo frightned the Portuguefe, that 


they determined to retreat in a body to Walare,. 


fetting all the country behind them on fire; but 
Don John purfued them in fpite of all bars, and 
overtaking, attacked them in four places, obtaining 
in the end a complete victory, having deftroyed 
their beft foldiers, poffeffed himfelf of a vaft booty, 


¢ befides —— 


= 
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- befides:canhon,: iatimunition, *and arms, and made « 
the, emprefs Donna Catherina:his»prifoner ; as alfo’: 
general Lopez, who died im three days after of’ 
his wounds, leaving his: fom to the care of Don 
John, who, as he had promifed, fent him in fafety 
~to Columbo. Sg vg. Gd Tithe ss tik 
_ After this action he ftormed all the Portuguefe 

- garrifons, putting the foldiers to the fword, ‘and . 
the whole country fubmitted to: his jurifdition, fe- . 
veral petty princes, who had been engaged in al- 
liance with the foe, coming in with confiderable - 
prefents, and’ making their fubmiffion. His next 
_ {tep was to marry Donna Catherina, thereby fecur- 
ing to his own intereft the only competitor for the 
crown that could be feared ; after which he built 
a-palace for himfelf, or rather a citadel, ftrongly 
fortified, obliging the captive Portuguefe to labour 
in the work. Don John now enjoyed. the throne 
pretty peaceably; and his defeating a ftrong army _ 
fent again{ft him from Goa, under the command of - 
-Jeronimo D’Oviedo, who narrowly efcaped from 
‘being made captive, confirmed him abfolutely in 
the poffeffion of it. . 3 
The Portuguefe ftill keeping their ftation in 
Gale, Don John fent againft it Dominico Core, a 
gallant leader, who having received fome affront 
in the Portuguedfe fervice, after cutting off the nofes 
and ears of fome monks who had occaficned it, de- 
ferted ; but the Cingalefé forces which"he headed 
being by fome mifconduct defeated, he was made 
prifoner, carried to Columbo, and privately mur- 
dered; a bafenefs that the king of Candy revenged, 
by putting to death, without diftinétion, all the 
- Portuguefe that fell into his hands, fome few ex- 
cepted, whom he ‘fent back to Columboj moft . 
_ miferably mangled, bidding them teil their gene- 
ral, thus did Don John revenge the death of Do- | 
 whinico Core; and thus hereafter would he ferve 
RiP ie eh all 
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all the Portuguefe that fhould fall into his hands, 


unlefs fuch Cingalefe as were then prifoners atCo- > 


iumbo-fhould be immediately fet at liberty. e 
A dangerous infurre¢tion in the garrifon of that - 
place was the’ confequence of fo miferable a fpec-. 
tacle; and had not the general Oviedo been hid - 
by fome friendly friars in a convent till the ftorm 
fubfided, he had certainly fallen a victim to the 
difturbance. The barbarous ufage of his brother 
Dominico, did not hinder Simon Core from revolting 
to the Portuguefe intereft, who made him not only 
governor of a province, but wedded him to a wo-' 
man of diftinction among themfelves; nor is it un- 
likely that love for her occafioned his perfidy: be~ 
that as it will, fhe and her fon were fure pledges 
of his fidelity, while he carried on the war againft 
his former mafter the king of Candy; whom, how- 
ever, out of antient kindnefs, as well as from his 
deteftation of treachery, he could not help private- | 
ly informing of a defign fet on foot by the Por- 
tuguefe to affaffinate him. : 
In the court of Don John was'a man called Ema- 
nuel Dias, who had been formerly footboy to ge- 
neral Lopez, after whofe death he chofe to ftay in 
Candy, and being a fellow of a good deal of cun- 
ning and fubtlety, had raifed himfelf to the rank 
of a gentleman, and was invefted with a place of 
fome truft; this was the man fixed upon to vifit ° 
‘the city of Columbo, under pretence of being dif- 
fatisfied at fome neglect fhewn him at court, to find. 
out the bottom of the plot concerted again{t 
the king. He executed his commiffion with great » 
addrefs.: at Columbo he was received with open 
arms, for he denounced nothing but vengeance 
againft Don John ; the perpetrators of the confpi- 
racy fixed upon him as their principal; there be- 
_ 4ng five of them men of tried courage, who follow- 
ed him to Candy; he having feigned that he was. 
Te . pardoned 
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pardoned for his defertion. from that place, which 


_ pardon he only accepted of with a view, as he 


faid, to promote fo glorious an end, as the death, 
of a tyrant; he introduced them to court, where 


_ they were made prifoners, for Don John had. pre- 


vioufly been acquainted with all their proceedings, 
and after a long captivity put them to a moft painful 
death ; nor would one man of a ftrong body of 


- troops that had by ftolen marches advanced into 


7 


the neighbourhood, and fkulked in an adjacent. 


_ Wood, waiting a concerted fignal to be given when. - 
_ the deed fhould be perpetrated, have efcaped, if 
_ they had not been informed by a deferter of the 


real ftate of the cafe: however, as their retreat was 


_ extremely precipitate, they left behind them fome 


arms and ammunition, with all their baggage. 
Shortly after this tranfaction, the Dutch fent an 
embafly to the court of Candy, which was. re- 


_ ceived in a very cordial manner, and difmiffed with 


confiderable prefents, having firft agreed that the 


Hollanders fhould affift in driving the Portuguefe 


out; of Gale, &c*to which end in about feven 


‘Months after Sebal De Weert, a Dutch vice admi- 


ral arrived upon the coaft with feven fhips, to 
view which he invited the king aboard before he 


_ proceeded on his expedition ; but his majefty hav- 


ing been apprifed that De Weert intended to keep 
him and his court prifoners, and to feize on his 


country inftead of affifting him againft his enemies, 
civilly excufed himfelf under pretence that his pre- 


fence at Candy, out of refpect to his wife who was 
alone, was, immediately neceflary 3 but he pro- 


 mifed from thence to march .an army. by land to 


- fupport the fiege of Gale, while De Weert thould 
_ attack it by fea. 


This refufal of his invitation nettled De Weert; 


who was not quite fober, fo that he politively de- 
_Clared, “ If the emperor did not honour him with 


VoL. Vv. F oY Sa yee 
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“a vifitaboard, he would abandon the enterprize 


« againft the Portuguefe;” and he obferved, — 
«© That certainly the emprefs could not: be in fuch 


% 
nm 


preffing want of a man, as to require inftant 


«© connubial comfort.” A fpeech the infolence of © 


which irritated Don John to fuch a degree, that 


he abruptly broke off the conference, giving the _ 


word to his attendants to make De Weert prifoner; 
but he refifting, was clove down with a {cymetar 
by a man who feized him behind by his long hair :_ 


moft of his attendants perifhed with him, one or 


two only efcaping to the fea fide, where plunging — 


into the water, they fwam to their fhips. 


Don John would have been better pleafed ‘to! 
have made him prifoner, but as it could not be © 


done, he was fatisfied with his being killed; and’ 
to thew the light in which he regarded the Dutch, _ 


he wrote to the furviving commander of the fleet, — 
Vibraads van Warwick this fhort addrefs in Portu- 
guefe, “ He who drinks wine cannot be good ; - 


‘« God manifefts his juftice; if you defire peace, 


you fhall haveit; if you defire war, you fhall 


“* ‘have it.” 


‘This gallant monarch was foon after {eized with 


a burning fever, wherein every remedy that it was 


thought could quench his thirft, was adminiftered 
ineffectually; and he died in the molt violent 


agony, leaving behind him by his emprefs one fon — 


named Mahaftanne Adafcyn, and two daughters call- 


ed Soria Mahadafcyn and Cathan Adafcyn, Don 


John was atall, welllimbed, black man, of coarfe 


fpeech, and. rude addrefs, but very courageous and 


a good commander: he had amafled heaps of jew- - 


els and treafure ; even after having founded many 
public inns, erected fortifications, and built pala- 
ces. In affairs of government he was very exact, 


never pardoning any flagitious crime, nor neglect-— 


_ ang to reward fuch perfons as in their. different 


* ftations 
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ftations deported themfelves properly; he had 
good head for politics, and was a ftrict obferver 
_ Of his wofd; the Portuguefe were a people whom | 
he looked upon with a very jealous eye, for he 
mortally hated them, and certainly not without 
_reafon. He profeffed himfelf attached to no par- 
ticular form of religion; but allowed every man 
freely to ferve God ashe pleafed. ie 


CHAP VIL 

Dif iurbances ier the death of Don “fobn: Tiile 
Catharina takes the regency upon herfelf, and mars 
- ries Cenuwieraat, after he had affaffi inted the prince 
of Ouve: the Dutch fend an ‘embaffy to the new 

_ &ing, who grants prodigious advantages: great 

__refpeét paid to the Dutch ambajfador : the kings of 
 Cotiarum and Panua aceufed of high treafon: the 
latter beheaded-: the death of the prefumptive heir 
of the empire, not withcut He agen of parler: his 


burial very magnificent. 


EVERAL factions ftarted up, after the demife 
G of king John, with a view each of difpofing 
of the government: the chief of thefe was fup- 
ported by the prince of Ouve, who openly as 
_ fpired at the throne, and Cenuwieraat, who claim- 
ed the regency of the kingdom, till his nephew 
fhould come of age, he being brother to the late 
emperor: but Donna Catharina put an end to thefe 
-commotions, by declaring fhe intended, by herfelf, 
to manage for her ‘children, the throne fhe pot 
felled ; and by boldly ftriking off the heads of fe- 
“veral. of the moft turbulent opponents of her rule. 
“However, the people of the lowlands wearied out 
by the ravages committed by the prince of Ouve 
~and-Cenuwieraat, entered into a confederacy with 
_ the Portuguefe again{t her, iy having before re- 

Fi 2 nounced 
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nounced their proffered alliance, which might have 
yedounded much to her difadvantage, had fhe not, 
‘na full aflembly of the general ftates of the em — 
ire, pronounced the proceedings of thefe princes, 
illegal, themfelves, rebels, and their eftates. con- — 
fifcated. ad | 521 voto th ey 
Notwithftanding this fentence, they were both — 
fhortly after permitted to appear at court, each | 
having in his head a matrimonial alliance with the ~ 
emprefs; confequently. upon his guard againft the. 
other’s machinations; but at length, the better. ~ 
fortune of .Cenuwieraat prevailed, for meeting the 
prince of Ouve, who was his elder, at the gate of 
the palace, he complimented him with the lead, 
to accept of which the credulous prince being ~ 
overperfuaded, was ftabbed directly in the back 
‘by Cenuwieraat, who only faid, “* Traitor ! thou | 
« haft thy reward,” and then left the city with his 
people; the prince died on the fpot. coe 
This murder raifed fome bloody commotions in 
Candy, which could be only appeafed by the ap- 
pearance of the emprefs, who loudly exclaimed. 
againft Cenuwieraat,. breathing nothing but ven- _ 
geance for an outrage fo very atrocious committed 
fo near her -prefence; yet he foon. after. not only. 
found means to convince: her that the fa&t.could — 
not have been avoided, as being neceflary for her 
prefervation ; but fhe even permitted him to Share _ 
her bed and throne, he, at. his coronation, affuming 8 
the name of Camapati Mahadafcyn. 1st ae 
About this time, the king of Spain and Portu- 
gal having made a truce for twelve years with the 
{tates of Holland, the latter took that.opportunity | 
of firmly-eftablifhing their commerical interefts in 
the Eaft Indies; fending letters and embafiies:to all 
the princes who were their friends. Among the | 
reft, Marcellus de Bofchhouwer one of the com: 
pany’s under factors, was fent with credential let- 
. | | ters 


} 
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ters to Ceylon, and full power to enter into a 


_ treaty with the new king; Camapati Mahadafcyn, 


who received him with great pleafure, caufed him 
to be clothed in white and placed near his own 


_ perfonin a chair of gold. 


“In this conference among other very altelateage 
ous articles ftipulated in favour of the Dutch, it 


was granted that no other European nation thould 
‘te allowed to traffic in the ‘ifland.. That the 


Dutch fhould be at liberty to build a fort, the 


king furnifhing materials and’ labourers. That he 
- fhould difpofe of all his vendible treafures to the 


Dutch only. ‘That he’ fhould allow them the ex- 
Pport of all their merchandife ‘duty free. That he 
‘fhould furnifh the timber and all neceffaries for 
building fuch yachts or boats, &c. as they fhould 
*fland in need of. ‘That the company’s fervants 
‘fhould be anfwerable to the company only for any 


- tréfpaffes they might chance to commit. And that 
‘his majefty fhould with his whole force affift them 
againft the Portuguefe and -all other enemies. 
They in like manner promifing to fuffain hin 
when attacked, &c. 


“After the’ conclufion’ of this treaty, Mr. Bof- 


} -chhouwer would have taken his leave and departed 


he fome elephants that were going to the Dutch 


tory of Tegnapatam; but the emperor entreated 


| Ais farther’ ftay, heaping favours on him, creating 


him prince of Migonne, &c. knight of the order 
of the golden fun, prefident of the council of war, 


the fecond perfon in his privy council, and lord 
“high admiral’ of Ceylon; and taking no meafures 
pwithout firft formally confulting him, 


“The Portuguefe* about this time having enadis 


Hpi incroachments’ upon the Dutch factory, and 
eut off a few of Mr. Bofchhouwer’s people, a: bo- 
dy of five thoufand Cingalefe were fent in purfuit 
ive cee Visa cut’ off twenty-three Portuguefe 
vk | Pepa yer es and 
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and fx hundred Indian allies, bringing beck to 
Candy a confiderable beoty. He. aul 
This incurfion determined the emperor to con- 
wene the ftates in order to concert a war for dif ~ 
poffeffing the Portuguefe of Gale, Columbo, and 
other ftrong places; befides which, jufticiary pro- | 
ceedings’ were fet on foot againft feveral tributary 
princes, either accufed or fufpected of having. 
entered into an alliance with the common enemy: | 
among thefe were the kings of Cotiarum, and of | 
Panua, the former of which was after a,formal — 
trial acquitted; but the guilt of the latter was — 
umanifeft in his declining to obey the fummons fent 
him to anfwer the charge: on which account, the - 
princes of Migonne, and of Ouve marched into his 
dominions at the head of thirty five thoufand men,” 
determining to lay the country wafte with fire and — 
fword; but the inhabitants prevented thefe pro- | 
ceedings by paying a very heavy tribute, and pro- 
mifing that their king fhould appear perfonally at 
court in fix or eight days, which he accordingly 
did. ithe swoileah am 
After a long examination before the privy coun- 
cil, it fully appearing upon evidence, ‘‘ That he 
“‘ had concerted a dangerous confpiracy againft 
* the ftate in conjunction with the Portuguefe,” 
and ‘* employed a ruffian to murder the.em- 
“ peror for a confiderable reward,” he acknow-_ 
ledged his guilt and craved mercy ; but in vain for 
he was fentenced to lofe’ his head on the 24th of - 
‘March 1613. The morning of which day heap- | 
peared in the caftle of Meddema Honore, upon a — 
{caffold covered with white, a .cglour, peculiar in 
this country to regality, feated in a gilt chains, and | 
tho’ at firft he appeared with an undaunted fpirit, © 
yet, when by public proclamation, he .was.de- 
prived of his dignity, he began to bewail his fate, © 
and afk if there were any hopes. of pardon ;, to this - 
a  jnquisy 
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inquiry being‘anfwered in the negative, he fuffered 
his attendant gentlemen to undrefs him, diftributing 

“among them his gold and jewels; after which he 
chewed ‘fome betel and arek, then walking once 
‘or twice round the fcaffold, as if in hope of a fuf- 


penfion of his fentence, he made a few feemingly 
-Yavoluntary exclamations, and then entreating that 


“he might be buried in a regal manner, he laid his 
_head upon the block, and at one blow it was fe- 

vered from his body, which, at the intreaty of the 
‘nobility, was honourably interred. | ie 

His uncle Samatway fucceeded him with the con- 

~fent of the emperor, and after having conquered 
ome oppofing factions, he fettled himfelf fecurely 
‘on the throne, paid off the arrears of tribute due 


tothe emperor, and rejected very advantageous 


\offers made to him by the Portuguefe. 
Some little time before this tranfaction, the he- 
reditary prince of the empire, Don John’s only fon, 
‘dying, the emprefs was inconfolable for the lois, 
and the people were moved by fome incendaries to 
believe that he was poifoned by the emperor’s con- 
trivance ; which was near occafioning an infur- 
>yreétion ; however, thefe fufpicions, tho’ perhaps not 
iil grounded, were removed by the influence of 
the princes of Migonne and of Ouve, who affured 


+ them that the young prince died of a fever. The 


tumult being appeafed, the body was carried to 


» the funeral pile in the moft magnificent manner. 


4 


The proceffion was led by the prince’s muficians 
‘cloathed in black linen; followed by feveral pike 


* men, with thield-bearers and halberdeers, »their — 

© weapons clubbed, three and threein a rank; then 
- ‘came forty war-elephants guided by as many gen- 
~tlemen, ‘and eight fine Perfian horfes led by eight 
“knights of the golden fun; after thefe were the 
grooms of the bed chamber all very richly clothed. 


~ Then came the fcepter and crown borne upon a 


F4 i) Black 
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black velvet cufhion, ornamented with the prince’s. | 
arms. The corpfe followed immediately after, at- | 
tended by eight of the chief men of the empire. | 
‘Then came the emprefs in her litter with fixteen | 


fan-bearers, and people carrying four umbrellos, 
eight betel ‘boxes, and a golden nofegay facred to 
the imperial ufe. . The emperor himfelf followed 
after, fupported by the princes of Migonne and Me- 


water, and the cavalcade was clofed by the peers 


and principal governors of the empire. © 


The ftreets thro’ which they paffed were adorn- i 


éd with arches compofed of fine ftuffs and plaifter : 


being arrived at the place of burial, the corpfe | 


“was depofited in the middle of a fquate building, 


raifed about feven feet from the ground,’ adorned a 
with rows of trees, and the middle filled up with | 


{pices and fandal wood, among which were: dif- 
pol fed a large quantity of fiveet {cented butter, and 
three times as much oil of cinnamon; over it was 


_ 4 canopy, under-which the lords ftood while cere Ef 


tain words were pronounced by the priefts; which 


being ended, the prince of Migonne advanced to the 

» funeral pile, bearing a golden chaffing-difh, a 
bundle of ftraw, and a lighted torch, all which — 
he received from the prince of Amme, and fetting” 
fire to the pile, the oa was foon confumed; and ih 


the train parted, 


i 
i 
{ 
i 
| 
j 
| 
i 
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» The emperor’s ill fucce{s at land recompenfed by his ad- 
_ wantage at fea: Donna Catharina diés:.:theem2 
.. peror firongly affected at the lofs: refigns his power, 
and appoints two adminiftrators of the. government 
during his Jon's minority: a confpiracy .againft the 
: emperor's children difcovered, and the confpirators 
- put to.an exemplary death: a Portuguefe embaffy to 
Ceylon without any fuccef/s: feveral skirmifbes be 
tween the natives or Cingalefe and the Portuguefe : 
ie Bofchhouwer goes to Europe, enters the Danifb fer- 
_ wice, and dies: the Danes difappointed in their: 
views, on, the trade of this ifland: the Portuguefe 
army betrayed and entirely routed: Columbo rein. 
_ . forced, and the Cingalefe repulfed. iy iva 


TENHE emperor now marched a good army 
»#againft the Portuguefe pofted in “Walane, 
the caftle of which place he took by ftorm, but» 
was beaten out of it by the irregularity of his: 
people, -one hundred. and twenty five of whom he: 
ordered to be hanged up, for having, before they 

had fecured their conqueft, proceeded to plunder ;. 
-amifconduét the more efpecially difadvantageous, 
as the enemy was thereby left at liberty to receive 
new fupplies, and ftrengthen themfelves more fully. 
than before. However, his fuccefs at fea was 
fomething better, for fome fhips which he had: 
Fitted out under.the conduct of a nephew of the. 
prince of Ouve, returned with a prodigious booty, 
to the harbour of Cotiarum, whence they fet out, 
having plundered fix Portuguefe veffels, and flung: 
all the crews into the fea; preferving oaly the wo- 


_ men and negroes, 
; Tene. ES Ia 
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In’ July 1613, the emprefs departed this life in 
the thirty-fifth year of her age, after a very tedi- 
ous illnefs: a little: before her death fhe delivered _ 
her five children, being three fons and two daugh- — 
ters, to the care of the princes of Migonne and of, — 
Ouve; and folemnly repenting of the idolatrous 
life the had'led, ‘called them to witnefs that fhere- 
canted her errors and died perfuaded of the truths | 
of Chriftianity, in the belief of which fhe had — 
been educated. i 
It was remarkable that fome fevere words which 
fhe fpoke to her hufband when dilirious, affected 
him fo very violently, that he never rightly re- 
covered, For, in fomething more than: a month 
after, he convened the generalaffembly of the-ftates, 
before whom, and with their unanimous confent, — 
he appointed: the princes of Migonne and of Ouve | 
adminiftrators of the affairs of theempire, during 
the minority of his eldeft fon Comara Singaftanne: | 
__ this office they modeftly declined, but the choice*of d 
the young prince corre{ponding with the nomination — 
of the emperor, who declared that grief and ficke 
nefs difabled him from ‘attending to affairs of ftate, _ 
they were obliged to fubmit; and:a patent, con« 
firming them in this important ftation, the: day fol-. 
lowing, paffed the great feal. . 
The emperor, in a few days after, delivered: aig 
heir apparent, and the other children to whom: the: 
ftates and: adminiftrators had fworn allegiance, ta. 
the care of the two princes, by. whom they were | 
privately fent to the dukedom of Cocklecorle, that: 
being thus fecured in. a private retreat, their lives. | 
might befafe from ill defigns; but they. were-foom — 
after forced to remove. them ‘to another. ree oni | 
the following occafion. . 
Gael Heneraed, governor of: Hasuif—ued and pre- 
fident of the dukedom of Cocklecorle, wha had. 
been long in the Portuguefe intereft, and had pris | 
; 7 vately 
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wately fupplied them with provifions at Walane, 
had lately entered. into articles with them, fup: 
‘ported: by fome difcontented noblemen, to murder 
the emperor’s iffue, fuch of the nobility as dared 
‘to oppofe them, and the princes adminiftrators. 
This intelligence was given to the prince of Mi- 
- gonne by a Bramin, and thereupon he fuddenly at 
the head of a body of troops, went againft a.party of 
Gael’s foldiers, whoi were marching: privately with 
powder, ball and provifion to Walane: the com- 
-,-mander of them, furprized at the prince’s unex- 
pected appearance, tried but in vain, to blunder 
out an’ excufe for his march ; the prince ordered 
-him to be fearched, and a letter the purport of 
which we have already mentioned, ~directed to. the 
- Portuguefe governor, was found in his: pocket. 
When this general faw that things were come to 
_ eXtremity, and that every thing was difcovered, he 
endeavoured with his people to ftand: on the de- 
\fenfive, but they were all quickly cut to pieces, 
fome few excepted that faved themfelves in the 
—woods. = Si 
» Gael. himfelf, who knew nothing of this tranf- 
action, being fummoned: to court, immediately o- 
beyed; and upon examination exhibited fuch a 
 fhew of innocence, that had not the proofs of his 
» perfidy been beyond contradiétion, he muft have 
_~ been acquitted. However, he was confronted by 
the Bramin, which ftaggered his-refolution, and 
he confeffed the whole, entreating mercy, but re- 
. fufed to difcover the names of his accomplices, 
_» who were: twenty-fix in. number, all men of dif-_ 
» tinGion; but the inconveniencies of his taciturnity, 
the well-inftructed Bramin eafily removed ; they 
were all ftraitway apprehended, and being con-— 
sdemned.on'the 25th of October, were onthe 27th 
» beheaded. on a public fcaffold, and their bodies 
> thrown to the dogs. svi) saan ghey! 
ae F 6 vo ROE 
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Four of .Gael’s principal counfellors were quar- _ 
tered and hung over the caftle wall of Cocklecorle, 
their ficfh having been previoufly torn off with — 
red hot pincers, and their hands cut off.) Fifty 
foldiers who had endeavoured to favour the go- 
vernor’s efcape, when, he was firft convicted, were 
alfo beheaded; and laft of all the governor himfelf, i 
after having been a {fpectator of the miferable exit — 
of all his accomplices, had his flefh burned atthe 
corner of every ftreet, with red hot pincers, after- 
wards he was broke alive upon the wheel, and 
before he was quite dead, flung to the elephants, 
one of which threw him.to a.confiderable height, 
and catching him in his teeth as he fell, orufhied 
him to pieces. 

In the year. 1614, Don Munno de Ferieraar- 
riving at Columbo with the title and authority of 
viceroy of Goa, fent a folemn embaffy to. Candy 
to endeavour. to induce the emperor to enter into 
an alliance with the king of Spain and Portugal, — 
renouncing the friendfhip of the Dutch ;«but this 
requeft being flatly refufed, as well as every offer 


that Spain and Portugal could pretend to make; 


the Portuguefe marched a ftrong army confifting 
of twenty-five thoufand men againft Candy ; but. 


they were met on the road by the emperor’s forces, ~~ 


whereby they were routed -with confiderable lofss 
and the prince of Migonne, who was principal up- 


on this command, in confequence of his victory; — 


was received with great joy on his return to Candy. 
Another- body of the enemy were foon after de- 
feated by the emperor’s forces, which thereby’ ob 
tained a large quantity .of provifions and ammuni- — 
tion that they had under convoy; tho’? in another 
attempt of the fame nature, which was;'made ~ 


fhortly after, a confiderable .number of imperial 


troops heing betrayed, were cut to. pie two. 
only efcaping. Mepsd? 4 


Ahead 4 


- 
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. About the end of ‘this year, ‘a bloody war broke 
out between the kings of*Botecalo and Palugam, 


oceafioned by the murder of fome ambaffadors of 
_ the latter, as they paffed thro” Botecalo; the con- 
‘fequence of which, was fortune juftly declaring in 
favour of the king of Palugam, ‘who {aw his enemy 


not ‘only: treacheroufly killed, ‘but himfelf put in 


-poffeflion’ of the kingdom that’ belonged to the 
- deceafed. | ri hppecune ; 


The fuccours, which had-been fo long promifed 
by the ftates. of Holland not arriving fo expediti- 
oufly as was hoped for and expected, Marcellus 


_ de Bofchhouwer, otherwife the prince of Migonne, 
_ who had already attained the higheft honours that 
_ afubjec&t in the ifland of Ceylon could arrive at, 
determined, with permiffion of the Eaft India com- 


pany’s governors and directors in that part of the - 
world, to embark for Europe, to haften their com- 
ing; the emperor giving him. the title of his em- 
baffador extraordinary, and a carte blanche, to {ti- 
pulate with whom and in whatever manner he 
pleafed, fuch -articles of commerce, or treaty of 
peace, as he fhould think moft for his imperial 


- majefty’s advantage. i 


He arrived in Europe after a very profperous 
voyage, in very few months, but not being re- 
ceived by the Dutch with that cordial affection and 
true efteem which he imagined his fervices me- 


rited, and they’ certainly deferved much, he 


withdrew himfelf from the allegiance of the ftates - 
of Holland, taking with him his treafure, and re! _ 
tired:to Denmark about the middle of the year 
1617, ‘where he entered into a treaty of peace and 
commerce with the Danifh king; in the name of 
the king of Ceylon; by whom he was furnithed 
with a‘man-of war and yacht to carry him back: 
he:went aboard in’ March 1618, with his lady, who 

challenged the,.rank and title of princefs of Mi- — 
pO gonne, 
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gonne, and a:large retinue,. attended. by five fhips, 
commanded by Gule.Gedde a Danith nobleman; 
but he died: upon the voyage, which. was extremely 
diftrefsful, the fhips: being near two years before 
they made the ifland of Ceylon; where they put 
into different. harbours. in saghes Iolite 
Gule Gedde immédiately fent notice,of his ar- 
rival to the. emperor, recounting the death of the — 
prince of Migonne, and the treaty. by him: previ- 
eufly made, with, the king: of Denmark; which 
Campapi refufed to ratify, alledging that he had 
not given the. prince, any- authority of thatnature ; 
{o that the Danes. had nothing to-compenfate the 
expence of the expedition, but the: private fortune 
of poor Bofchhouwer, which was on board; and 
which. Gule Gedde immediately feized forthe ufeof 
the king his mafter, fending his lady, who, had fay« 
ed a little from the wreck, to Candy; from which — 
place in about: feven years-after, the was.fent with 
{ome attendants to Franquebar.. Gule Gedde foon 
fet fail for Denmark, after having hovered fome- 
time about, the coaft, and loft one of his’ thips, 
which being feized upon by the ctew of Trin- 
_quenemale, was by this mifcondu& {plit upon: a 
rock; and, the foldiers and. failors who faved them- 
{elves by the help of the boat on the coaft of Cor 
romandel, lifted fome in the Portuguefe, and others 
in the Dutch fervice. | 
_. The Portuguefe being, by his departure, rid of 
their fears from that quarter, took every ftep, that 
to them appeared beft for fecuring the trade of the 
. whole ifland to themfelves, excluding, every: other 
European nation. To which purpofe, tho’ they - 
_ had, in exprefs terms, . pofitively agreed with 
the emperor to erect no more forts, yet partly by 
fraud and partly by force, they found means ‘ta 
run up two new fortifications, which, with what — 
they poffefled before, made the number, of their 


« ftrong 
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Strong holds feven, whereby they were become 
‘mafters of the principal avenues of the’ ifland. 
‘EFheemperor finding himfelf, by thefe encroach- 
ments, laid under very fevere reftriCtions, refolved 
to make a bold pufh for the extirpation of the Por- 
tuguefe, efpecially as he was-promifed affiftance by 
the Cingalefe inhabiting Columbo, which was their, 
principal fortrefs. Some Cingalefe who had infinu- 
ated themfelves ‘into the good graces of Conftan- 
tine de Saa, the governor of the place, perfuaded 
him to draw out all his forces to the fiege of Ouve, 
induced thereto by fome frefhquarrel, to which he 
was the more eafily inclined, as a body of Cinga- 
- Tefe, amounting to eight thoufand, affured him of 
their readinefs to follow his fortune. Thefe 
taking: advantage of avery violent ftorm, whereby 
the Portuguefe were difabled from ufing their fire- 
locks, as well as the approach of the emperor’s 
army, turned tail upon their allies, and being fe- 
conded by the imperial troops, attacked them in 
flank as they defcended a hill, firing upon them 
from the covert of a wood ; after which they fell in 
among them pell-mell, and with fcymetar in hand, 
made a prodigious flaughter, and put them entirely . 
to flight, fcarcely any of them efcaping. 

The head of the general Conftantine de Saa was 
cut off by one of the revolting Cingalefe, who 

laying it on a drum head prefented it to one of the 
 emperor’s fons, as he was refrefhing his body inan 
adjacent brook. It is indifputable that De Saa 
merited a better fate, and more fincerity from the 
. Cingalefe of Columbo, to whom he had been.al-. 
ways extremely beneficent and humane. 

-» This defeat occafioned a general confternation 
“among: the Portuguefe, but more particularly at. 
Columbo, which place there were fcarcely any 
- troops left to defend, unlefs a few inhabitants, 
» and none of thefe in the bloom of youth, parte’ 

tnat 
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that name: this encouraged the emperor to fend | 
his youngeft fon Mahaftanne, afterwards called 
Raja Singa, to lay fiege to that important place, 
which was accordingly done. But. Lancelotte de | 
Sefies, who fucceeded Conftantine de Saa in the go- 


vernment of it, made a defence fo gallant.and fur- 


prizing, that Raja Singa, after having {pent a- 
month before the walls, to no other purpofe than 
that of lofing a great numberof men, and wafting 
a confiderable deal of ammunition and provifion, 
was obliged to raife the fiege; the. town was foon 
after reinforced by four hundred men. from.Goa 
with provifions, arms,. ammunition, &c.:fo that 


‘the garrifon once more held up its head, and bid. _ 


defiance to the attacks.of its enemies, nor-did-the 
Cingalefe think it at all to the purpofe to returnto 
the charge. ; 


CHAP. — 
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The emperor dies; his dominions divided: Raja Singa 
~affumes the imperial authority: makes peace with | 

the Portuguefe, which they violate: he folitits an 

= alliance with the Dutch, to whom he allows vaft 

“immunities: the Portuguefe plunder Candy: are 

drawn into an ambufcade, and entirely deftroyed : 

. they lofe Batecalo and Caliture : the city of Pun- 

tegaleis taken’ by ftcerm: a firong body of Portu- 
 guefe defeated :~the city of Columbo befiegcd = an em- 

balfy from the ‘king’ of Ceylon to the Dutch general 

~ HHulft, promifing to affift in the fiege: the garrifon’s 

“‘provifion begins to run short ; the emperor arrives in 

| the neighbourhood of the Dutch camp, vifited by the 
~ general, who is magnificently entertained: the ge= 
neral dies of a wound. A 


HE old emperor dying in 1632, his three 

i fons fhared among them his dominions; the. 

_ youngeft affuming the imperial title, under the 
name of Raja Singa Adafcyn, and on the death of 
his eldeft brother, feizing upon the province of - 

Ouve, which the latter. had inherited, without of- 

fering to divide it with his fecond brother Vifia 

_ Palla Haftanne, which occafioned between them an 
irreconcileable rupture. >. 
In the mean time the Portuguefe having forced 
moft of the lowland princes to fide with them, 
endeavoured to make fome farther progrefs in the 
heart of the country, but the new emperor fur- 
prized them in-their camp, and obliged them to 
retreat precipitately to Columbo; and indeed it- 
was generally their fate to be repulfed, when they 
attempted to make a lodgment in the mountains. 
_ They afterwards concluded a temporary peace with 
_ him, but broke thro’ the articles of it the firft 
SHias favourable 


} 


‘ 


114. DESCRIPTION OF CEYLON, 


favourable opportunity: fo that the emperor was — 
forced to folicit the affiftance of the Dutch, ina 


letter to the governor of Paliacatta, by name 


Charles Reyniers; who took fuch meafures thatia 
firm alliance was entered into with his imperial 
majefty, againft the Portuguefe; the Dutch being 


in return allowed to load fome of their thips with — 


cinnamon and pepper. About the fame time there 
happened an engagement between the Portuguefe 
and Dutch fleets off Goa, in which the former was 
worfted, and their naval force in this part of the 
world thereby confiderably impaired, as in con- 
fequence of it they loft two or three of their fhips’ 
richly laden. ah iy : 
They began now, on many accounts, to fufpe 
the emperor’s confederacy with the Dutch ; and in 
order to deftroy, it effectually, their generals De 
Melo, Damijao Bottado, and Sorde, unanimouily 
refolved to march againft Candy, by taking which 
place, they imagined they fhould weakei Raja Sin- 
ga confiderably. at | 
The emperor having notice given him of their 
defign, retired from that towa, taking with him 
-all that was valuable to the mountains ;* whither, 
as he fufpected, the enemy, having plundered and 
afterwards fet fire to the place, precipitately fol- 
lowed, imagining that he was in fuch cireum- 
{tances as to be quite unable to repel their attacks. 
But they foon found themfelves miferably miftaken ; 
for the emperor,, who was ftrongly incamped, — 
when they came into the midft of the mountains, 
ordered every avenue by which they had advanced, 
~or thro’ which they could have any hope of re-" 
treating, to be blocked wp with great trees that 
_ Were cut down on the fpot, and could not, by the. 
bare ftrength of man, be poffibly removed; after 
which proceeding, he watched the firft favourable 
opportunity of aflailing them, and.a violent ftorm 


- 
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of rain having damaged their-fire arms very con+ 
- fiderably, he made a general attack with all his 
- forces; whereby they were foon put into diforder, 
anda total rout enfued ; the laughter was very great, 
for out of two thoufand three hundred Portuguefe 
and Moors, not above feventy efcaped with life, 
and thefe were {pared thro’ the clemency of the 
conqueror, who made them prifoners. 

The Portuguefe loft in this engagement all their 
great officers, and among them their brave general 
de Melo, whofe fword was afterwards prefented to 
the emperor, who had viewed the whole affair 
from a high land, on the oppofite fide of a river 
that watered the place wherein the battle was 
fought; and the heads. of the deceafed enemies 
were piled before him ina heap forming a pyramid. 
The emperor, after this victory, marched his army 
againft the fort of Batecalo, while the Dutch ad- 
miral Wefterwold made an attack upon it by fea, 
and in mine days -it furrendered upon conditi- 
ons, the Portuguefe and Miftices, to the number 
of one hundred and eight, being tranfported with 
their wives and children to Negapnatam; and fifty 
-Cingalefe, who had been concerned in murdering a 
gentleman belonging to the emperor of Ceylon’s 
court, were impaled. alive, while fome others that - 
_ were taken were enflaved. — . 

_ After the furrender of this fortrefs, there was 2 
“new treaty of peace and commerce concluded be- 
tween Ceylon and Holland, which. was fealed and 
figned by the emperor on the one part for himfelf,, 
his feal being the head of his fcymetar imprefled 
upon red wax, and by admiral Wefterwold and 
William, Jacob Rofter,. for the ftates of Holland, 


on the other: the fubftance of thefe articles was ~~ 


much to the fame purpofe as thofe before made 
with Bofchhouwer;.and in confequence of them 
the Dutch were immediately fupplicd with four 
iy ‘ hundred 
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hundred bales of cinnamon, eighty feven quintals 
of wax, and three thoufand fifty nine pounds 
of pepper, to re-imburfe the extraordinary charges 
they had been at in affifting the emperor; who 
moreover fent two ambaffadors to Batavia, with, | 
feveral confiderable prefents, and aratification of 
the treaty, addreffed to the general and council 
of the Indies. Thefe ambaffadors were received g 
with extraordinary refpeCt, and fent back to Ceylon + 
with great honour. ‘This tranfaction happened ine 
the year 1638. 

In the month of March, of the very fame year, the. 
city of Puntegale, more commonly called Gale, was. 
taken by ftorm; vice admiral Kofter leading the at- 

tack ; it was afterwards made one of the ftrongeft 
fortified places the Dutch have in the Eaft Indies ; 
it has a very commodious bay, but at the entrance. 
of the harbour there is.a dangerous rock, toavoid 
which a good pilot is very neceffary ; befides, the 
road lies clofe under the cannon of the fort. The... ~ 
city is defended by three trong baftions, and fo. 
furrounded by rocks, that it is {car cely to be ap- 
proached by the fmallett boat. There isa lanthorn — 
' ‘by way of beacon, acannon for giving fignal, and _ 
the company’s colours planted upon an angle that, 
juts pretty far into the fea. Thecity is well built; 
the houfes built of ftone are high, with handfome 
gardens and excellent fprings ; and there are good _ 

roads cut round itthro’ a rocky ground. : 

In: O&tober 1655, Caleture, a place of fome 
ftrength furrounded with an earthen wall, and not 
unpleafantly fituated, furrendered to general Hulft, =~ 
the Portuguefe garrifon, confifting of two hundred € 
and fifty-five men, having ftipulated that they 
fhould, at the company’s charge, be fent home to — 
Europe. ‘There was found in this place a very 
large quantity of military ftores, and ‘Y{braad 
Godikens was made governor of it, with a fuffici- — 


ent y 
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ent body of men under his command to prote it: 
Gafpar Figeiro was on his march to relieve it at 
the fame time with fix hundred foldiers, of which 
_ proceedings the Dutch having received intelligence 
from a cafual prifoner, fome forces.fet out im- 
mediately td meet them, nor was it long before 
they camé up with, engaged and routed them, then 
puriued their way to Columbo, to which place not 
_ above one hundred and fixty, out of the fix hun- 
dred men that had accompanied Figeiro, returned. 

About the middle of October, the Dutch gene. 
ral prepared for the fiege of Columbo: and on'the 
_ 23d he received a letter from the emperor of Cey-. 
lon, written. by himfelf, with ftrong affurances of 
_ friendfhip ; it was brought by one of his own fpe- 
cial poftmen, and was curioufly perfumed; on each 
fide of the writing was figured a woman with her 
_ hands folded and her eyes raifed to Heaven. 

On the 26th, fome ufeful intelligence was ob- 
tained from a Dutchman, who had formerly de- 
ferted to the Portuguefe, and who now thought 
proper to return to his colours; and. the fame day 
fome batteries being finifhed, feveral pieces of can- 
non were brought to play upon one quarter of the . 
‘town. . ; 

“On the 4th of November, general Hulft re-. 
ceived’a very kind embaffy from Raja Singa, by the 
perfon of Tenecon Apuhamy, who was adorned 
with a golden breaft-plate fet with precious {tones 
and faftened to a gold chain. 3 
On the oth, the Portuguefe governor was fum- 
-monéd to furrender, but he rejected the propofal ; 
in confequence whereof, a general affault was made 
on the place the 12th, but the general’s receiving a 
wound in the thigh, threw things into fome confu- 
\ fion and refpited the town afew months longer: in 
- this attempt lieutenant Melchior Van Schonbeek, | 
-anoble German, mounted the baftion of St. John, - 
. | ; where, 
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where, not being feconded, he died defperately 
fighting ; and his head was afterwards expofed on 
the fame baftion {tuck on a pike. Shortly after, a 
fleet of thirty Portuguefe frigates, deftined for the 
relief of Columbo, were difperfed by a ftorm, and. 
moft of them loft; about which time the general 
received another meffage from Raja Singa, ac- 
who made many endeavours to aliehate his friend- 
fhip from Holland, he was not only refolved to 
adhere firmly to his engagements, but to make all 
poffible hafte to fupport the fiege with an army of 
his fubjects. | : 


Qn the 26th, the general was informed by a | 


negro deferter, that the governor’s fon had been 


lately killed by\a mufket ball, as he was encourag=, — 


ing the men upon the works; and that a mine 


was ready to be fprung under the baftion of St. 


John, the firft time he fhouldattackit. The in- 
habitants of the town began now to be in want of 


provifions, fo that thofe who were able to bear 


arms were forced by hunger to inlift, while the 
women and children were permitted to fally out on 
the Dutch camps, and became at laft fo trouble- 
fome that the general gave orders they fhould be 


whipped back to the baftion of St. John: befides, | 


by the beft accounts it appeared, that the provifions 
of the garrifon could not hold out above a couple 


of months longer, as their rice already began not 


only to run fhort, but to be ftony and unclean. 

The emperor being now encamped in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Dutch, fignified by a letter, that 
he expected ‘a vifit from the general, according to 


‘ 


quainting him, that in fpite of the Portuguele, — 


which intimation, his excellency fet out on the 5th 


of April for. his majefty’s quarters with a large re- 
tinue. Here he was received with prodigious 


magnificence, and lodged ina houfe prepared pur- — 


" pofely for his reception, the bed chambers of | 
3 which — 
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which were furnifhed with gold ftuffs, and the 
other rooms hung with white linen. As he ap- 
proached it he was met by a party of foldiers, um- 
brello carriers, trumpeters, and other muficians ; 
eleven elephants, and two fine horfes richly ca- 
_ parifoned and ornamented with gold and precious 
ftones. The day following variety and plenty of 
provifions were brought in a. boat for the ufe of 
the general and his people; but the empefor being 
very ill, for which he had been blooded in the arm, 
' gave fome room to fear that his excellency, whofe 
prefence before Columbo was certainly neceflary, 
_ would be obliged to return without the honour of 
the interview that had occafioned his journey, 
His majefty being informed that the general had 
an intention of that fort, by letter fignified, that, . 
_ notwithftanding his diforder, he would give him 
audience next day being April 8. | 
_ Accordingly about noon the enfuing day, the 
emperor’s drums, trumpets, and private mufic, 
with three of his choiceft horfes elegantly capa-. 
rifoned, appeared oh the oppolite fide of the river, 
accompanied by fome perfons of the firft quality in. 
order to grace his excellency’s train, which imme- 
- diately croffed the river with his excellency at the 
head of it, where he was received by the captain 
of the emperor’s body guard; and then proceeded 
to the imperial quarters in the following manner. 
_. Firft, his excellency’s body guards, then the en- 
 figns and ftandards taken from the foe trailing along’ 
the ground; after thefe came the emperor’s horfes 
and muficians, with five tame elephants, and the 
way thro’ which they paffed was lined with foldiers. 
When the Hollanders entered ‘the palace, the 
doors were fhut after them, and they were intro- ° 
_ duced into a hall where his imperial majefty fat on 
a throne, which had feveral fteps.whereby to a- 
_ kend it. Here all the courtiers proftrated sia 
i. : aay elves 


~ 
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felves. upon the ground, and. the Dutch,.on their. 4 
knees, till his majefty by a nod gave thema fignal | ; 


to rife. When the general came near the throne he. 
made an elegant fpeech, wherein he affured his ma-_ 
jefty of his firm attachment to him, and his high 


fenfe of the honour allowed him in being permitted. 


‘to make this addrefs, as well as of the ftrong in- 


clination the {tates of Holland had to preferve an. | 
amity with him, and to affift in clearing his domi-. |_| 


nions from’a fet of people, who paid fcarcely any 
-yefpeét to treaty or alliance, when their intereft. , 
taught them to violate it. ; s 
Afterwards he prefented him fome prefents, of 
little value in themfelves, and kneeling on a cufhi- 
on, fet for that purpofe at the foot of the throne, | | 
had the honour to kifs his majefty’s hand, who 
threw over his neck a golden collar, and. on his. 
- finger put a precious ring; after which ceremony 
he retired at alittle diftance, and here recapitu- 
lated the advantages he had gained over the ene-_ 
my ; to which the emperor liftened with vaft plea- 
fure: and calling him a fecond time to the throne, 
invefted him with a garter of gold, which he af- 
fured him had been worn by the prince himfelf. 
After this ceremony, the prefents intended for 
his majefty were brought, among which were a 
white buckler that had formerly belonged to a 
Portuguefe nobleman, and an Indian fcymetar, the 
hilt whereof was a curious inlay of gold and a- 
gat; in laying the latter at his majefty’s feet, the 


general told him that it was a gift intended for | | 


the young prince to.employ, when in riper years, 
againft his enemies, nay even againft the Dutch 
themfelves, fhould they ever merit his difpleafure. 
_ Nor was this compliment made without having a 
very good effeét upon the emperor, 

The company’s prefents to the emperor befides 
were two beautiful Perfian hunters, a couple of 


Perfian © | 


\ 
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Perfian bows, with arrows and quivers curioufly 
embroidered, a Turky gun, a rich Japonefe gown, 
two grey-hounds, two Perfian fheep, two rock- 
goats of Vifapoar, and a piece of Sandal wood. 

Their prefents for the prince were one fine Per- 
fian horfe, two fuzees, the barrels of them remark- 

ably neat, one filver bafon, two pieces of Perfian 
ftuff wrought with gold,. two filver boxes of China, 
one’ piece of Sandal wood, and a hog-ftone. 

All thefe things having been examined, the at- 
tendants were ordered to withdraw, and the gene- | 
ral had a private conference for about a’ quarter of 
an hour with his imperial majefty, and was after- 
wards conducted back to his lodgings in great 
pomp: whence he fet out next morning, being the 
gth of April, for his‘camp, where he arrived that 
evening, and found matters on the fide of the be- 
fiegers advance greatly; but on the 10th, ashe was 
encouraging the workmen and foldiers on one of 
the batteries, he received a fhot in his breaft, where- 
of he died in a few hours, and in him the Dutch 
loft one of the beft officers they ever had in India. 


4 
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The fiege of Columbo continued: the city furrenders:, | 
bebaviour of the conquerors mifreprefented : Dutch «| 
Deferters punifbed: Raja Singa quarrels with his. 
allies ; treats with the Portuguefe; ufes the Datchy | 
all: Thyffen routs fome of his people, and detains. ” 
fome elephants: Raja Singa reduces a Dutch fettlea | 
ment: fuccours arrive from Batavia: the iflandof _ 
Manaar invaded and taken from the Portuguefe, 
and entirely reduced by the. Dutch: vanity of a 
negro: “Fefuits.carcful of infiruting the people: the 

~ Portuguese reiire before the Dutch, who lay fiege to 
Fafnapainam; .the town ts reduced, and the caftle, _ 
after fome time, fubmits upon terms; miferable con- 
dition of the garrifon : a plot fomented by the Por-i 

—tugucfe difecvered, and the. ring-leaders punifhed: 
the whole ifland reduced by the Dutch: happinefs of 
this alliance to the empercr. . MW 


HE fiege went on brifkly notwithftanding 
‘isa the general’s death, who was fucceeded in | 
command by Adrian Vander Meyden, governor of | 
Puntegale, and the befieged were reduced to fuch 
diftrefs, that a woman was known toeat her child; 
and to increafe their calamity, the Portuguefe fleet 
from Goa, with provifion and foldiers to reinforce, _ 
and relieve them, was defeated by fome fhips be- ki 
longing to Holland, near Tutecoryn, while fome _ 
fuccours arrived from Batavia at the Dutch camp. 4 
May the 7th, his excellency gave orders for a | 
- general affault upon the town; but could only car- — 
ry one baftion, and that with much difficulty ; how- ~ 
ever, he fecured a lodgment upon it, the guns of 
which was turned upon the town; in confequence + 
whereof a white flag was hung out over the walls: 
7 “and a 
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_and the day following being May the rath’ 1656, 
the town furrendered upon conditions, the Portu- 

 guefe garrifon marching out with all the honours! 

of war, drums beating and colours flying, to the. 

__head+quarters, where they furrendred themfelves 3! 

anda party of the triumphant forces immediately 

entered, taking poffeflion of the place, and advan- 
cing the Dutch ftandard: thus did this important 

_ place fall into the hands of theDutch, after a fiege 

_ of near nine months, and after having been in poffef- 

_ fion of the Portuguefe one hundred and fifty years. 

Prom thirteen hundred people that had been in 

| the town at the beginning of the fiege, the num- - 

| ber was reduced to one-hundred and ninety; 
| among whom were fome «lame and decrepit, who 


: 


had‘ to the laft affifted to the beft of their power in 
| défence of the place, which it was juftly imagined coft 
| the Hollanders more than three thoufand men, and as 
| much money as would have built another Columbo. 
_. The Portuguefe reported that the Dutch, on the 
| furrender of it, were guilty of the greateft diforders, 
perinitting the inhabitants to be plundered, the pri- . 
_ toners to be abufed, and the images and churches 
to be profaned and defpoiled, contrary to the tes 
Mor of the articles agreed upon between the com- 
_tmanders: but the truth of this imputation the 
Dutch have flatly denied; for our author affures 
us, that fo far was this from being true, that a fol- 
Mier was whipped for petty larceny ; fo very firict, _ 
_fays he, was difcipline obferved by Vander Meyden. .. 
| Several. Dutch deferters, who were not admitted . - 
to fhare the benefit of the treaty, were gibbeted | 
_ asfoon as taken ; among whom was Simon” Lopez 
de Bafto, who had done confidérable’ damage. to 4 
the béfiegers.: ~ nny Oe eee AS Pa Be a 
. The: plunder found in the. town confifted of 
about feven loads of mufty rice, fome packs of cin- 
Ramon; good ftore of artack; twenty four light 
PERS ; G2 frigates, 
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frigates, nine of them funk; fifteen hundred gil- | 
ders in ready money, thirty-three packs of cloth, : 
twenty-five bells of good metal, fixty brafs and 
-fixty-eight iron cannon, one mortar, ten thoufand. — 
cannon-bullets,, fixty-five thoufand pound.of gun- _ 
powder, befides one hundred and fifteen pound — 
weight that was damaged, with a large quantity : 
of brimftone and falt-peter. Shortly after, Raja | 
Singa wrote a very fevere letter to the Dutch ge- 
neral, complaining, that he had not received any — 
_formal advice of the furrender of Columbo, which 
he alledged, according toa treaty fubfifting between _ 
him and the late general Hulft, .ought to have — 
been delivered up to him. But this was not the in- — 
tention of the Dutch : however, Vander Meyden — 
fent back an anfwer by way of excufe, couched in — 
the moft refpectful terms, and a prefent of a falcon, a 
a {parrow-hawk, and a Perfian falconer: notwith= — 
f{tanding which his people grew very troublefome, — 
annoying fmall feattering parties of theDutch wheres _ 
ever they chanced to meet them, and-endeavour- — 
ing to cut off their fupplies. Befides, advice was — 
brought. by two deferters, that he had entered.into ~ 
a private treaty with the Portuguefe, and granted 
them fome profitable fettlements; and the truth of : 
this appeared in. the fequel; for he not only made — 
flaves of fome of the Hollanders who fell into his 
hands, but cutoff the ears, and flit the nofes of fuch 
of their flaves as chanced to fall into his power. 
And, to. make things ftill worfe for the Dutch, 
the Cingalefe who were in their fervice betrayed - 
_ all their meafures, while they were, at no rate, 
_ able to fathom the defigns of Raja Singa; tho’ there — 
was fome reafon to think, that his real intention — 
was to play the Dutch againft the Portuguefe, and 
the Portuguefe againft the Dutch, fiding always 
_ with the weakeft fide, in order to prevent thereby 
either from growing too unweildy for him to ma- 
| ‘nga 
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nage; in which cafe, natural policy told him his 
crown would be in danger, which was at length the 
confequence of the Europeans having obtained a 
firm footing in the ifland. 
Tt is certain, however, that after the consti of 
‘Columbo, ‘and: finding that the place and fome 
“others which had furrendred were not delivered in- 
‘to his hands,ia condefcenfion he had always ex- 
“pected, he wasnever firmly reconciled tothe Dutch, — 
tho’ the Portuguefe had no great reafon to triamph 
in his defections. Shortly after the furrender of Co- 
“tambo, Raja Singa, jealous of the advantages which 
“the Dutch feemed to poffefs; connived at many rob- 
beries committed by his people, who began to grow 
at length fo very daring, that Mr, John T hyifen, 
‘the company’s agent in thefe. parts, was obliged to 
‘declare open war againft them, and detained fome , 
--tame elephants belonging to: the king. 
= His majefty was fo much provoked at this in- 
~-falt, that he attacked and reduced one of the Butch 
~fettlements; afuccefs, the advantage of which was 
_ -deftroyed’ by the arrival of Minheer Maabzuyker 
from Batavia with fome forces, who took the beft 
methods of {trengthening the feveral fortifications, 
and fecuring the gathering of the cinnamon in fafe- 
~ ty, while Raja Singa retreated; but from behaving 
~ with vaft circumf{pection towards them, it was evi- 
dent that they were not, enemies. 
In a journey which our author made over land 
in the year 1661, from Jafnapatnam to Columbo, | 
he obferved, that in all that {pace, being about fifty 
~ Jeagues, there grew no cinnamon, except on the op- 
f polite fide of the river Chilaco ; but, as the country 
3s extremely fertile in the {pontanéous productions 
~ of many neceffaries, fo'it is deftitute of inhabitants ; 
~-and buffaloes are found feeding every where in 
— vaft herds : there is room to believe, that if it was 
.. f event 8 the | neon ~ -ftocked 
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flocked with people, it would turn out a: valuable 


tract. 
In the year 1658, the Hollanders, commanded 


by Mr. Rijklof Van Goens, landed upon the ifland | 
of Manaar, which was formerly joined to'the main | 
land ; onde notwithftanding that entrenchments : 
were thrown. up along the fhore-fide,and de- | 
fended by twelve frigates and a thoufand Portu- | 
_guefe, they advanced with courage and fuccefs, 
making themfelves mafters of the ifland with no — 


more lofs of any confequence than that of an en- 
fign and a lieutenant; while on the Portuguefe 
fide, there fell many brave officers, among whom 


- were the general Antonio, admiral de Menezes, - and 


Anthonio Mich dex D’Aranha. 


The Portuguefe, moft of whofe frigates were font, if 
finding they could not hold the place, croffed che | 
water to Jafnapatnam, leaving a few foldiers, moft | 
of whom afterwards deferted, in poffeffion of the 


caftle. of St. George, under command of Andrew 
Villofa, who in a few days furrendred and had 
good terms: there ‘were two hundred: prifoners 


taken here, reckoning both Europeans and negroes; | 
among whom was an African negro, who in a 
point of neceffity: being entrufted with a captain’s | 
poit, immediately conceived himfelf a great man, | 
and infifted upon his rank till he was -baftinadoed 
out of it into a flave again. . ade 


Manaar is a compound of two Malabar -words, 


Man and Aar, the former fignitying land, and the — 


latter a river; it is about two German. leagues and 


a half long, and one broad, including the, falt'wa- 
ter river. Thecaftle of St. George is feated ona | 


canal that communicates with Jafnapatnam, and will 


bear fmall yachts, drawing:between three and four © \ 


feet water; it isfurrounded with a:deep ditch, and 


the Dutch have ftrengthned it with feveral addit 
tional fortifications. It had been once famous for 
ts a pearl | 
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‘a pearl fithery, whereby the inhabitants were en- 
riched; but that mine Of treafure failing, they 
‘were foon impoverifhed : however, it was fetvon 
‘foot again by the Dutch in 1666, and was carried 


en -with tolerable fuccefs, ~ © 
©) "The Malabar language is that which is moft com- 
“monly fpoken in Manaar, where moft of the inha- 


bitants are Chriftians; for which reafon they were 
forely opprefled by the king of Jafnapatnam: few 
‘of them are unacquainted with the Portuguefe 
tongue. They were firft converted by St. Francis 
‘Xavier the great apoftle of the Indies, who ap- 
‘pointed certain teachers in every diftri@ : thefe at 


‘firft werd friars, but they were fucceeded by Je- 


{uits, called Paulifts, in this part of the world, be- 


-caufe fent hither firft by pope Paul II. and it is 


‘certain that they were indefatigable in their miffion, 
‘and taught the firft principles of chriftianity witn - 


“great care and attention. 


1 


~~ This ifland is inhabited by &fhermen, who make 


- fome money by preferving and drying their commo- 


| 


dity, and then exporting it for fale to the neigh- 


bouring coafts. . There is an ‘amphibious animal 


of ‘the fea-calf fpecies, the females of which have 
‘breafts and nipples, whereby they give inck to 


‘their young, their flefh is very white, and might 
- be miftaken for veal when boiled, eating not unlike 


fturgeon. Mr. Rijklof Van Goens having left a 
good garrifon in Manaar, croffed the river towards 


 Jafnapatnam, which tho’ very broad, was eafily 
‘forded; this part of the country being called 
Mantotte, is very fertile in rice, which is however 
_ ‘often trampled down by the wild elephant. They 
_lexpected the Portuguefe would have attacked them, 


pafiing the river, but were difappointed ; for tho’ | 
they might have eafily done it, the oppofite bank 
being ‘very muddy, yet they chofe to retreat to the 


i head {pring of the river: when the Dutch had all 
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near paffed over, the inhabitants received them 
very civilly, furnifhing them with all manner of 
fruits and provifions. Near Sandecouli they had 
a {mart engagement with a {mall body of Portuguele, 
whom they routed, and encamped for that night 
on the fpot where they had fkirmifhed. he 
The éenfuing day they advanced towards the 


city of Jafnapatnam, breaking thro’ the walls and 


houfes; for it had no fortifications, and chacing 
the Portuguefe from ftreet to ftreet, a fmall train 
of artillery which they had brought with them be- 
ing of efpecial fervice in this cafe. By the 18th of 


March they became mafter of the Dominican mo- ~ 
naftery, and indeed of the whole town, the enemy” 
retiring to the caftle into which the inhabitants of & 


the country thronged along with them, fo that it ~ 
was fo crouded there was no difpofing of the people 
to advantage, they being a hinderance to each other, 


inftead of being a mutual affiftance. Here they ~ 
fhut themfelves up, and the Dutch attacked one of 


its ftrongeft forts, which, for want of frefh water 


was forced to furrender upon conditions, the fol- _ | 
diers being allowed to march out with all military 
honours, and a promife made by the Dutch gene- 


ral, that they fhould be tranfported to Europe, if 


they chofe it, at the company’s expence. 


Provifions, affiftance, and fupplies of all forts — 
being cut off from the caftle, it furrendered, after 


fuftaining a fiege of more than three months; 
the garrifon being allowed to’ march out drums 
beating, and colours flying, taking with them al- 


fo one piece of cannon; znd having ftipulated that 
they fhould be tranfperted to Europe, the head 


officers, among whom were John de Mels, Leo- 


nardo d’Olievero, Viador de Fazendas, and An- — 


thonio Mendez D’Aranha, to be civilly treated, 


and allowed to pafs to any of their own forts; the — 


_ ecclefiaftics were to be carried to the coaft of Coro- 


mandel, 1 


x 
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_mandel, and the gold, ‘filver; and jewels, >with 
~ other valuable commodities, to be left to the difcre- 
. tion of the conquerors. - 


_ The garrifon was two days crawling out, being 


~ fo very weak that they were unable to drag after 


“them the fingle piece of cannon they had ftipulated 
for, having Joft fixteen hundred men during the 


_fiege. “When the Dutch army entered the place 
they found’ it almoft battered to pieces, by the 


bombs that had been thrown into it; and the ftench 


_arifing from the dead. bodies and filth wherewith 
it was almoft choaked up, was intolerable, ‘The 
_ firft thing the conquerors ‘did, was to appoint Ja- 


-. cob Rhee, a man of a folid underftanding, com- 


- mander in the place pro tempore, and he immedi- 
ately took off the duty upon tobacco, which im- 


_ munity encouraged the inhabitants of the~country 


“to.come in and affift in levelling the ruins of the 


~ houfes, which encumbered the caftle, removing the 


\ filth, clearing the fprings, and planting, by way 


of ornament, three hundred cocoa-trees. 


~ As many of the Portuguefe had, on the reduc- 


tion .of Jafnapatnam, entered the Dutch fervice, 


“they were admitted as part of the garrifon; where- 
upon they entered into a confpiracy to murder all 
their officers, and the reft of the conquerors party, 
during the time of fermon; but it being happily 
_difcovered to Mr. Jacob Vander Rhea, the guards . 
were doubled, the caftle gates fhut, and all the © 


traitors fecured, fome of whom, being plainly con- 


victed, were hanged, and others beheaded. 
The three principal conductors of this bloody de- 


 -fign were a Mandar and two Portuguefe, who after 


being ftretched on the wheel, were ftruck with . ~ 


- the ax in the neck and on the breaft, their hearts: 


being, afterwards taken out, and laid while yet 
“warm on their mouths. Among others that fuffered 


death in this affair wasa fick Jefuit, who had nei- 


a stialehies dots ARE 
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ther confented to, nor abetted their defigns; but — 


fome of them had revealed it in craving his be- 
nediction, and for his concealing the fecret he 
loft his head. The caftle of Jafnapatnam is a 
quadrangle, ftrongly fortified, and furrounded:with 
high walls; it is the capital of the kingdom, and 
takes up more ground than the  caftle of Batavia. 


In a fhort time after the reduction of it, Philip © 


D’Olivero met: with and defeated a large body of 
Cingalefe near Achiavelli, which place he alfo pof- 

_ feffed himfelf of, tho’ belonging to the emperor of 
Ceylon. | Gch 3h 
In the neighbourhood of a large pagode, the re} 
mains of which are ftill vifible; is a miraculous 
{pring, twenty-four roods wide, cutout of an en: 
tire rock; the inhabitants fay that it was caufed by 
a thunder-bolt. io, BEDI 
The city of Negapatnam was fhortly after re- 
duced by the power of the Hollanders, and all 
the other. ftrong-holds in the hands of the. Por- 
tuguefe fhared the fame fate, one after another; 


. that at length Portugal loft all-her intereft in 


this ifland, and the trade of the cinnamon and 
other valuable commodities produced. here were 
wholly engrofled by the Dutch, who haying noEu- 
ropean enemies to contend with, acted in the moft 


tyrannical manner, and convinced the emperor in 


- procefs of time, that tho’ the Portuguefe were trea» 


cherous over-reaching neighbours, difobedient:fub- . 


jects, and unfaithful allies, the Dutch were ftill 


worfe, and-he fuffered confiderably in the exchanges — 
indeed he merited no better for his very unfaithful’ 


dealings with each party. 


AVOY. 


EON 


A VOYAGE to the North of Europe, 
containing. an Account, of the Sea-Coafts : 
and Mines of Norway and the Lap- 

© panps, StpertA, Boranpra, Icenanp, 
ZemBiA, and other Countries, interfperfed | 
with curious Remarks : to which are added, 
fome authentic Memoirs, relating to the 

ancient Manners and Cuftoms of the Rus- 
srans, . Extracted from the Obfervations 
of aGentleman, employed by the North- 
Sea Company at CopENnHAGEN, to make 
Difcoveries, | | | | 


hag aye nil oc ged 


 <Bime account of this treatife, and the author of it: the 
| occafion of bis voyage: the creek of Schalot defcribed: 
the foip in danger of running aground : arrives on 
the Norwegian coajt: the author lands at Ob/lo, 
‘ where he is well received : he fets forward on an 
land excurfian ; the buildings, beafis, birds, and 
“tanner of the Norwegians defcribed : be goes upon 
‘an ‘elk chace, and is very hofpitably treated by a. 
country gentleman: the falling-ficknefs in beafis: 
the foip fets fail for Berghen. =. | 
ae HOUGH the following voyage is near an 
hundred years old, it ought not to be over- 
~ ‘Yooked for many reafons; particularly 
becaufe it defcribes the foil and manners of coun- 
tries, with which we are as yet but indifferently , 
acquainted ; and that while the candor with which 
| ERS a it. 
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it is delivered claims our attention, many circum- 
ftances of it are pregnant with entertainment, as 
well as conducive to knowledge. It was written 
by a gentleman who was appointed furgeon toa 
fhip fitted out by the North-Sea company, under 
the king of Denmark’s -royal licence, with two 
others, for the improvement of commerce, -and 
making difcoveries towards the Arctic pole; and we 
fhall purfue the account in the fame natural order 
in which he has delivered it, except his memoirs 
concerning Ruffia, which as they break in upon the 
thread of his narration, we fhall divide from the 

main body of it, and infert by way of appendix. 
In the beginning of April 1653, proceeds’ our 
_ -author, having taken in all our lading, together 

with provifion and other neceffary ftores, having a 

good gale at fouth-eaft, ‘and fair weather, we fail- 
ed from the port of Copenhagen, in company with 
two other fhips. .Wefoon made Kat-Gat, aftreight _ 
_ dividing the German from the Baltic Sea; itisa 
_rocky dangerous paflage, extending from Elfenore — 
to Schagerhort, which cannot be lefs than forty 

leagues. Ata apace : 
When we arrived abreaft of Mailftrand, a {mall 
Jea-port city, thirty leagues from - Copenhagen, 
the wind veering to the northward drove us back x 
-at leaft ten leagues, and forced us into Schalot, the ._ 

_ firft port we could make.. Here we caft anchor, — 


under fhelter of the caftle, which has a rujned de- 


ping, and its pfomontory is well known to all who 
_ufe the Baltic trade: here we ftaid three days, and 
on the fourth, by break of day, the wind coming 
"about to the eaftward, we weighed anchor and pro- 
ceeded on our voyage; but, in about four hours, 

_ Wwe met the wind again contrary, and blowing hard, ~ 
~~ fo that we were’ forced to quit the coaft of Got- 
tenburgh, in view of which we then were, and ~ | 

, fland | 


_ folate appearance; but it is a good road. for fhip- 
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ftand over towards that of Jutland; here we drove 
ata great rate, keeping the lead always going, 
on account of the fhallows with which this road 
-abounds ;' notwithftanding which, had not we had 
a fkilful pilot and ‘able failors, we fhould have run 

~aground, being at one place in’ three fathom-and 
a half water; but we made‘a quick tack, and gain+ 
ing the advantage of the wind in half an hour’s time; 
founded at fifteen fathoms water. ett 

We held on our way here along the fands, about 

the {pace of two leagues, when tho’ we furled all. 
our fails, except the top-maft, and did our utmoft 
‘to keep clear of it, we were drove into an eddy, 
where we were as fettled as it we had caft anchor: 
we fhould have found it hard to. have got clear of 
this had not the wind varied a point or two to the 
fouth-eaft, blowing frefh, whereby we were en- 
‘abled to pafs it. After a few days courfe we had 
fight of Chriftianfand in Norway, a promontory 
that takes its name from a fmall village at the foot 
-of it, where there is a fafe harbour. Our ftay here 
‘was very fhort; for the next day we proceeded to 
‘Chriftiana or Obflo, the capital city of one.of the 
“five governments of that kingdom. 

Here the company’s agents gave us a very cordial 
_‘reception; and one of them a merchant, in very 
‘great efteem, to’ whom I was in fome meafure 

known, behaved to.me with prodigious. civility ; 
for he not only fatisfied my curiofity, by pointing 
to me every thing that was worth fhewing, but 
- ‘commanded one of his fervants, who {poke tolerable 
_ .French,: to attend mein a {mall excurfion into the ~ 
_ country the day following. We rode toa large 
~willage called Wifby, fituated between two hills, 

- ‘about ’nine’miles from Chriftiana, the houfes where- 
‘of are built of wood, and covered with turf; they 
“are very low, without either iron work or window, 

_ | except a lattice on the top, whereby the light js 
hi | admitted 
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admitted. It is neceflary to obferve here, to pre- 


vent the two from being confounded, that the ca-_ 


pital of Gothland, where the famous marine laws 
were made, “bears the fame denomination. 


The peafants of Norway are all fifher-men, and _ 


flaves to the nobility, but remarkably fimple and 


hofpitable ; the women, who. look after the cattle, . 


of which here is great plenty, are very handfome, 


tho’ red. haired, and fond of ftrangers: they are- 
alfo excellent houfewives, and im general make 


their own family cloth. The country affords good 
game, as elks, flags, roe-bucks, boars, goats, rab- 
bits, hares, otters, linxes, and wild-cats of various 
colours, together with good ftore of wild-fowl. 
Norway is a mountdinous country, affording good 
pafturage and excellent wood, but very little grain: 
however, the inhabitants are well fupplied. from 
other parts. In our ‘return to Chriftiana, we met 


one of the neighbouring gentlemen with two 


fervants and a pack of dogs, going upon. an elk 
chace; and underftanding from my attendant, 


whom he knew, that 1 was a ftranger, he invited - 


us to partake of his diverfion; to which I was 


not averfe, having time enough to fpare. After’ 
riding with him about a mile we met his huntf- - 


man, together with more of his fervants, and ten 
or twelve-boors, who led us three miles, farther 


into a wood full of bufhes, at the entrance of — 


which we difmounted, and gave our horfes.in charge 

‘to one of his grooms. jit : 
The game had been prepared the preceding day 

by this gentleman’s vaflals ; in confequence of which, 


we had {carce gone forty yards before we perceived - 


an elk, who had not advanced far when he drop- 


ed down dead, being feized, as they told me, with 


the falling-ficknefs, from whence they derive their 
name of elk, which fignifies a miferable creatures 


and thus it feems they often fall at the beginning 


of 


~~ 


: 
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of -the chace, without affording the leaft fport. 
Had not this accident happened, I believe we fhould. * 
have found it hard to have run him down; for we 
were more than two hours in purfuit of the next, 
which I do not think we fhould ever have catched, 
had he not been alfo feized with a fit; however, 
he killed two of the dogs with his fore-feet, which 
. Were. extremely regreted. by their owner, .who 
thereupon quitted the chace. He fent home for a 
cart to draw off the game, and infifted on our go- 
ing with him to his caftle, which was’ about four 
miles from Wifby; it was an odd fort of building, 
void of elegance or tafte; but our entertainment 
- was plentiful and agreeable. | 
At my departure my hoft prefented me with the 
left legs of the elks, affuring me that they were 
an excellent cure for the falling-ficknefs ; ‘but I un- 
deceived him with refpect to his opinion, by ob- 
ferving to him, that this muft be a vulgar error, 
‘fince it was a diforder of which: this beaft could 
mot cure himfelf; "and he was induced -to-own that 
he had long fufpected the truth of this medicine's 
being effectual, but he was’ now convinced that‘it 
was not, aswell as induced to believe that eating 
this. animal’s flefh communicated the diforder; and. 
- many inftances could be produced of the ill effects 
‘of fuch food. OA La8  yaaualt 
We lay at this gentleman’s feat all night, and 
after breakfaft next morning returned to Chriftiana, 
whence after a few days ftay’ we ‘hoifted fail for 
‘Berghen, which is one of the beft harbours in Eu- 
rope, and wherein we were commiffioned partly to 
unlade: in our paflage we were becalmed for five 
days, during which we catched ‘as much’ fith as 
-derved us for a long time after. 2 SHEEN 


CHAP. - 
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| CHAP, It. hf 
A defcription of Bor-ghen, and its peculiar traffich: @ 


certain company of merchants whimfically regulated 

in that town: our. author reaches Drontheim, and 
'* fets out for the copper and filver mines: bis enter- 
“tainment there: he defcends into a mine, whichis 

deferibed ; in danger of a fit: the regulations and — 

paftimes of the miners: the hofpitality of a peafant: 

he returns to Drontheim, and continues his voyage 

northward: the fhip’s crew purchafe a wind of a — 

to BppaP eps EF 29 ‘si? 


ERGHEN is divided into the upper and lower 
town ;, the latter is built on the fea-fhore, the — 
former higher up on the rocks: itis a large town, 
and a place.of great trade, having formerly been an.” 
archbifhop’s fee ;, but it has not been acknowledg- 
-ed fuch fince the reformation, which prevails here: 
as well.as in\ the king of Denmark’s: other domini- — 
-ons. ~The; bifhop’s: palace was. given to the Hans: — 
.towns for the refidence of their antient merchants,, 
fo long as they continued fingle; but if they marry,. 
-they .are ftill obliged to remove... The merchants: - 
are called monks, altho’ they labour under no. 
other reftrictions, -and- the ware-houfes bear the: — 
name of cloifters. Berghen was. formerly under 
the jurifdi€tion of a. convent :: the principal branch. 
_of its. trade is herring, cod, and ftock-fith,.which —_ 
fell well in. Mufcovy, Sweden, Poland, Denmark, 
-Germany,,.and other, parts.of Europe... .\<:., 
Part of our lading being. configned at Drontheim,. 
to the furveyor of the copper; and filver mines,. 
for the ufe of the men who laboured in the mines, 
and confifting principally of bread and beer, we 
hoifted fail for that place, with the wind at fouth-. 
MO Oy 
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weft, but were feveral days becalmed, and catched 


a vat quantity of klip-fifh, which we barrelled up, 
having much more than we could confume ;, they 


are a {pecies of cod, and. called klip-fifh in Germa- 
“ny, which fignifies rock-fith, from their always ly- 
_ ing on-or under. the rocks). +» | 

-. When we arrived at Drontheim, we applied to 
the furveyor to unlade.us as foonas he could; but 
he told us, it was what he could not do, there be- 
ing a particular officer belonging to the mines, 


where he now was, whofe proper office was to fu- 


perintend the provifions defigned for the labour- 


ers; however, he offered to fend a meflenger on. 


horfeback for him, whom I obtained permiflion to 
accompany. The road to the mines was fo very 
‘rugged, that we could not reach farther than Steck- 
ley that day; which is only eighteen miles from 
Drontheim. After leaving Steckley, we paffed thro’ 
a wood of confiderable length, abounding with 


bears, wolves, and linxes, which render it. very 


dangerous, | 


'/The next night we came to our journey’s end, 


and lodged at the forges, where, according to 
cuftom, we were entertained by the people who 


have the care of the- mines, with tobacco, beer, and, 


brandy; and our hoft was fo very hofpitable, that 
there was no avoiding going drunk to bed. Here 
I became acquainted with one of the officers of the 
mines who {poke French, and who promifed, on 
my exprefling a defire to enter them, to be my 
guide, The next morning, the meflenger with 
-whom I came hither fet out for Drontheim, together 
with a perfon proper to clear the fhip; and I break- 
fafted with the officer who fpoke French, and a 
maftér-miner- at whofe houfe I lay, and who pro- 
mifed to be: my guide all the way back. 
You may be fure we had a good breakfaft, for 
the Norwegians are very fond of good: cheer; af- 


ter 


f 
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ter which we walked about fixty paces from the 
forges before we reached the mouth ‘of one of the 
mines, being on the top of a high mountain: over 
it was erected a machine, not unlike a crane, turn- 
ed by two great wheels, each guided by a man, 
and by this means the ore is drawn up.. Here the 
- mafter-miner and I, being fixed ina wooden buc- 
ket, whereto our hands were bound with iron 
gantlets, were let down fifty fathom deep. 

Never was there feen a profpeét more horrid 
than this, nor a truer picture of the infernal re- 


gions; the rugged caverns, the melancholy flames _ 


that blazed every where round, and creatures that 
had a nearer refemblance to fiends than to men, all 
united to imprefs the foul with terror. The miners. 
were dreffed:in black leather coats of mail, and 
mufflers of the fame faftened round their head, juft 
under their eyes, which reached down to. the breaft; 
they alfo have leather aprons on. They have alk 
their different occupations; for while fome are em- 


ployed in dividing the ore from the mafs, others — 


fearch for new veins of metal, and others go in 
fearch of thofe torrents of water,. which often 


‘ burft thro’ the earth unexpectedly and overwhelm 
them all; but however, if thefe are forefeen, the — 


mifchief may be fometimes prevented. 
- The mafter-miner imagining I was near being 


feized with a cold fit, which is common in thefe. - 


places, rung a bell, which being a fignal for the 
people above to draw us up, we foon afcended: 


with the fame facility that we had gone down. 


Never was frefh air more welcome to me, than after 


having breathed the unwholfome damps of this 


fubterranean dwelling, 


This day I dined with the officer who fpoke _ 
French ; he was a man /polifhed by his having tra- > 


velled, and entertained me with great generofity. 
After dinner he ordered horfes to go to the filver 
: mines $ 
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mines ; he introduced me;to the furveyor, who pre- 
fented ‘each of us.with a large glafs of brandy, and 
then treated us with beer and; tobacco; after which 
he walked, with us to the forges, which were 
about a mile from his houfe; and we foon after 
reached the mouth of amine, down which-we went 
in the fame manner as we had done in the copper 
mines, of which every thing Lfaw here was a Coun- 
ter part. , 

- The miners never work in winter ; and in fart ing 
and autumn they only labour Ke hours before, 
and three hours after dinner ; but in fummer they 
work four hours in the morning and five in the af- 
ternoon: the reft of their time they {pend very mer- 
rily; being fond of dancing and caroufals, and: hav- 
ing violins, hautboys,’.and other mufical inftru- 
ments to enliven their fpirits; thisthey are well 
able to fupport, being paid a filver crown a day 
whether they work or not. I. had an opportunity 
of fecing them engaged in their paftimes, the fim- 
plicity of which gave me much. pleafure. Thefe 
mines yield a. confiderable,revenue to the king of 
Denmark; and there is a good, deal. of filver coins 
ed on the “{pot as it, is raifed. , 

Having finithed my review, of every. thing that 
was worth inquiring into, we went home with the 
furveyor, who having treated us with the ufual col- 
lation of brandy, beer, and tobacco, which was 
fucceeded bya plentiful fupper, we went to bed. 
In ‘the morning, the. mafter-miner and I having re- 


... turned thanks. to our hoft for his kind entertain- 


ment, went back to the copper mines; whence, 
having taken leave of the officer who fpoke French, 
I purfued the road to Drontheim,. accompanied: by 
the mafter-miner. : 
. Night. overtaking us before we -had reached 
eight miles on.our way, we were forced to quarter 
in the. next village, atthe houfe of a peafant, who: 
iD thinking 
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thinking himfelf highly honoured by the accident, 
did his utmoft to make the place agreeable to us: 
he firft treated us with beer, tobacco, and brandy 
diftilled from malt; after which he gave-us for fup- 
_ per acouple of pheafants and a hare, which he had 
lately killed. When fupper was ended, we wal- 
lowed in brandy and beer, and were inveloped in 


_ clouds of tobacco. The mafter-miner’ was atlafwt 


made dead-drunk; at which the peafant loudly . 


expreffed his {atisfa€tion, and made what hafte he 
could to put himfelf into the fame condition: nor 
‘was I much better ; it is the cuftom of the country, 
and not: to be avoided among all ranks of people; 
they have no notion of there being any, pleafures 


“in fociety that don’t center in drunkennefs andde- 
bauchery. When we had: finifhed our dofe, we 


lay down upon clean ftraw, “which was f{pread up- 


\ 


‘on the floor for that purpofe, and. flept till morn- 


ing; when I, being the firft up, made the boor’s: 
fon by figns underftand that 1 wanted the horfes 
.to be got ready, being refolved, if poffible, to 
reach Drontheim that ‘night. As foon as I faw 
that they were-faddled, I roufed my companion 
and his hoft; when -having once more eat and 
drank more than I’ would chufe to make a daily 
practice of doing, and taken our laft leave of the 
peafant, we mounted and rode off, reaching Dron- 
theim before the clofe of day. tO, ial 

In two days after I arrived here, the fhip, hav- 
ing cleared out and taken in her ftock of provifion 
and other neceffaries, fet fail with a fair wind to 


continue her voyage to the northward. ‘Aftera 


few days we were becalmed under the arctic polar 


circle; and fome of our crew. having gotten into 


their heads, that the inhabitants of the neighbour- 
ing coaft, like thofe of Finland, could-rule the ele- 
ments, and difpofe of winds, our captain fent his 
boat afhore with the mate, whom I chofe out of 


curiofity 
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— eariofity to accompany, to purchafe a fair gale, a_ 
commodity which we certainly needed much juft 


at that, time. 


“We landed at the firft village we faw, and the 
mate, who could {peak a little of the language of, 
the country, foon enquired out the chief necroman- 
cer, of whom he would have boughta gale that would 
lat to Mountmanifkinere, but his power, as he faid 
himfelf, did not extend farther than the promontory 
of Rouxella: however, the mate knowing that reach- 
ing fo far foon would be of fome advantage to us, 

invited the wizard to go on board with him, and 
bargain with the c4ptain, which he did, promifing 
him an immediate fair wind to Rouxella ; when 
having tied to our fore-maft a woollen rag, about 
half a yard long and a nail broad, whereon were 
three knots, with orders to untie the fecond, and 
then the third in cafe the wind flackened ; and be- 
ing paid ten kronen, or thirty-fix fhillings, and 
one pound of tobacco, he went afhore in a little 
fithing boat which had brought himon board. * 
_ He was not long departed before the captain, ac- 
~ cording to direction, untied the firft knot, and im- 

‘mediately there blew a brifk gale from the fouth- 
weft, which drove us at a great rate, at leaft thirty 
leagues beyond Maelftroom, a whirlpool in the 

Norwegian fea, fatal to many veffels, and this 

makes’ thofe pilots who know the coaft to keep 
eight or ten leagues out to fea, to avoid not only 
that, but feveral other eddies that are nearer the 
fhore, as well as the rocks of Oftraford. | 

The wind now beginning to veer a little to the 
northward, the captain loofened the fecond knot, 
upon which the gale fettled as before, and waited 
on us till we reached Rouxella: after we had paf- 
fed that promontory our needle turned back half 
an inch, and had not our pilot been a very know- 
ing man, and well acquainted with the road, we 


fhould | 
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fhould certainly have loft our courfe.. He fhut up> 
the compafs,. and difplayed’a flag'on the fore-top: 
maft head, as a fignal for the thips in. company to. _ 
follow our way. In this dilemma we failed’ two 
days, the pilot: going by ‘his fea-charts; but the: 
third day, being very diftant from Rouxella, the 
needle of the compafs recovered its‘ proper tone, 
from ‘whence ‘we inferred that we ed rth the 
North Cape. 

By this time the wind began to fail us, on which 
the captain untied the third knot, and there fprung 
up‘afmart breeze at north-eaft, but’ it foon im- 
proved into a moft dreadful tempett. We were 
now obliged to take in all Gur fails, and drive be- _ 
fore the wind undef bare poles, not without ima- 
gining this a juft judgment inflicted upon us for 

infernal commerce; however, as we were fome 
leagues from the coaft of Danifh Lapland, we were 
in no danger of driving afhore, and did not fufpec 
our being upon any rocks till we ftruck upon one: 
as foon as we felt the fhock we gave ourfelves up 
for loft, and every man fell to his prayers; whén, 
by great good luck there came a high rowling fea, 
which carried us clearly over it: the fhip had how- 
ever received fome little damage; two or three 
planks in’ her hold were bulged, and fhe fprung a 
{mall leak above the keel, at which the water came . 
in faft, and obliged us to ply the pump without in- . 
termiffion, or elfe we fhould not have been able to — 
have lived long. upon the furface: however, the 
ftorm was pretty well over, and having a fair gale 
we refolved to make the firft port to refit. 


Fd 
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t CHAP, It. 


An. endeavour to account naturally for the northern 


people felling winds: the foi arrives on the coaft of 
Wardhas, and puts ints Varanger to refit: the re- 
ception the crew met with : the religion, fuperftition, 
fied and marners of the Laplanders lightly touched 
upon: the women free of their favours: the drefs of 
the people deferibed: the black cat fometines taken 
. for a familiar: the author and Jome of the fhip’s 
crew fet out ona journey into the heart of the couns 
LY herr’ 


O remove that furprize which muft undoubt- 
edly affect the reader, from being told of 


_ the fupernatural power of thefe northern people, 


manifefted in the fale of winds, it is necelfary. to 
remark, that like all other {pecies of witchery and 
hecromancy, this has its foundation in fraud and 
impofition; thofe who deal in it ftudy the weather 
very accurately, and are from conftant obfervation 
able to forefee the variation of the winds for {eves 


ral days to come; in making a bargain they, are 
_ careful never to'come to a conclufion, till they per- 


ceive the certain fign of the approach of the wind 
that is wanted; and when our {fuppofed conjurer 
affirmed that his power reached no farther than 


-Rouxella, he: really meant no more than that his 


obfervations were bounded by that particular point, 
and if he fhould have attempted to have gone far-, 
ther, his credit was at ftake, not being certain of. 
the winds there by any figns whatever. . This ac- 
count we have received from fome intelligent per- 
fons who refided a while in Iceland, where they 
are famous for this kind of traffic, and difpofe of 
winds more freely than elfewhere, becaufe this is an 


ifland, and being every way open.to the fea, they 


b are 


~ 
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- aremore at liberty upon it than elfewhere to in- 
{pect the variation of the winds. Sahay 
This fpecies of knowledge is confined among a 


few people, who pretend to difpofe of the wind as "~ 


of their own proper merchandife, whereby they— 4 
keep their neighbours in fubjection,. and» put fo- ~ 
reigners under tribute; nor are thefe ftrange no- © 


tions and diabolical procedings to be wondred at, — q 
in a climate where the mifts of ignorance ftill pre- 


vail, and erudition has been fcarcely able to dart 
one lucid beam; but we always find fuch abfurdi- — | 
ties wither as reafon and religion advance, for bes 
fore them barbarity and error always retire. 

As the harbours and creeks are almoft inaccef- 


fible, from the multiplicity of rocks that line the y 


coaft, we were obliged to fail two days longer be- ~~ 
fore we could:make a proper port. However, at 


laft we feached the coaft of Wardhus, the chief — | 


town of the Danith Lapland, where there is a garri- 
fon of two companies of foldiers belonging to the 
king of Denmark. | | ; | 

The colleétor of the duties impofed on foreign- 
ers trading to or from the White Sea judging us 
to be Danes by our colours, and our faluting the 
caftle, permitted us to pafs on to Varunger, without 
fearching us. |The country all about feemed to 
- be very wild, and no man on board had the {malleft 
knowledge of it: the captain, impatient to find a 
place to refit in, as well as to obtain fome informa-. 
tion relative to a part he had never known before, 
ordered ‘out the long-boat, and taking with him 
eight men well armed, rowed towards the town, 
where he arrived in-about half an hour. Hefound _ 
the port very convenient, and the place populous, — 
put’the inhabitants in a fort of confternation at the 
fight of fordigners: they gave him {mall encourage-. 
ment for trade, but readily offered to affiit in refit- 


ting the fhip. , 
The 
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Next day we entered the port which is very 
commodious, and difcharged all our ballaft, it be- 
ing only fand, {hipped to counterpoife fome bales 
of cloth and bundles of tobacco, with which we de- 
figned to have traded. ‘Fhe goods were locked up 
in a warehoufe near the water-fide, anda proper. 
watch fet to guard them. To fome of the principal » 
inhabitants we prefented rolls of tobacco, which-be- 
ing more welcome to them than gold, fecured us their 
friendfhip : in return for thefe prefents, they enter- 
tained us with dry fith that ferves them inftead of 
bread, fome rain-deer flefh, a food, in my mind, not 
extraordinarily delicate, together with fome bear’s 
flefh, and that of other animals, to the nature of 
_ which we were ftrangers : they alfo treated us with 
freth fith, boiled without falt,and ferved up with frefh 
oil, or a four liquor common among them, by way of 
fauce. Their dainties not fuiting our tafte, we fent 
fer beef and bifcuit from on board, over. which, and 
_acann of liquor, we made ourfelves merry; but our 
viands {eemed as infipid to them as theirs were to us, 
Their drink, which I have juft now mentioned 
_as four, confifts of an infufion of juniper-berries, 
and a grain like lentiles, very common here, tho’ 
“hot noticed by any botanift that I can remember. 
From this grain they alfo diftil a fort of brandy that 
intoxicates as foon as ours. Their common drink 
they preferred to our beer or brandy, tho’ they 
accepted and drank freely of both. 
The religion of Lapland is Lutheranifm; but 
tho’ they have clergy amongft them, whofe bufinefs 
_ itis to inftruct the people, they are neverthelefs very 
ignorant, retaining many idolatrous cuftoms, and_ 
fo fuperftitious, that ifin the morning they meet with — 
any thing which has had the charaéter of being ill- 
omened, they return home and negle¢t all bufinefs 
for that day; nay, the fifhermen will abandon the 
ie ae H : {tream, 
ey 
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{tream, and retire with his nets, if he happens to | 
- bring up only one fith ata time, which is reckon- | 
ed a terrible prognoftic of ill luck, and misfortunes | 
near at hand. Both the men and women are low. | 
in ftature; but they are ftrong and active, their 
vifages broad, and their nofes flat. Their eyes are 
{mall like hogs eyes, and their eye-lids make them | 
look as if they were blear-eyed. Their complexi- | 
ons in general are fwarthy ; befides, they are rough, . | 
rude, and luftful; and the women, if they cando | 
it, without their hufbands knowledge, proftitute | 
themfelves to all comers, without much delicacy. - 
The women wear on their heads a coif, not un-, © 
like thofe worn in Norway, made of coarfe canvafs, 


nor is their linen much better; their hair is gene- ~ | 


rally twifted into two rolls, which hang down on 
each fide: they wear a ruff of the breadth of eight 
fingers; and their-cloaths and ftockings are either | 
coarfe cloth or rain-deer’s fkin, with the hairturn- | 
ed outward; and their fhoes fomething like thofe | 
worn by the peafants in France, are made without | 
ftiaps, of fifh fkin with the fcales on. i 
- ‘The mens coats, which are fhort, and reach not 
much lower than the hips, as well as their breeches, 
ftockings, and hat, are made of the rain-deer’s 
fkin with the hair turned outward; their hats, or | 
rather bonnets, are edged with a ftrip of either | 
grey or white fox fkin. Some of them wear bocts | 
of fifth fkin, fo neatly ftitched, that the feams aré — 
fcarcely vifible; and their dwellings differ very | 
little from thofe about Chriftiana, the light being | 
admitted by a fmall hole in the top of the hut. | 
They lie like the other Laplanders ; and indeed — 
moft of the northern inhabitants, in a promifcuous 
manner, hufband and wiyes, fons and daughters, | 
mafters and fervants, ftretch themlelves, without’ | 
-much ceremony, in the middle of the’apartment, 
hl i hee! upon | 
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wpon bears fkins, which when they rife are fold- 
ed up carefully, and laid by till night. 

Were I fuperftitious, the great black cat that at- 
tends on every family, with which the mafter of 
the houfe talks by the hour, as if it were a reafon- 
able creature, and which accompanies him upon 
whatever party he makes, either of fifhing, hunt- 
ing, &c. would have confirmed me-in the opinion 
that thefe people were conjurers, and I fhould have 
condemned poor pufs for a familiar fpirit. 

~ When we had unladed the fhip we haled her 
-afhore, and found the people of Varanger very 
ready’ to give us all the affiftance they could; for, 
being much damaged, and there being a neceffity 
of having timber: to refit her, they readily helped 
us, in bringing what we wanted from a neighs. 
bouring mountain. 
oh PA's it was very probable that repairing the veffel 

would take up fome time, the fupercargo propo- 
fed a journey into the country, to try what com-. 
modities were to be had, to two of my fhip-mates, 
and myfelf; and we readily confented: I confefs. 
‘that the defire of gratifying my curiofity was more 
prevalent with me than that’ of the improvement of 
commerce. 

Having fapplied ourfelves: with falt beef, pork, 
and bifcuit, by way of provifion, with cloth and 
tobacco to trade, we fet forward on the 12th of - 
May, conducted by three of the inhabitants of Va-. 
renger, whom we followed over high mountains, 
and thro’ thick woods, without meeting any thing 
reinarkable, till about four o’clock in the afternoon, 
when’ we perceived two white bears of prodigi- 
ous bignefs approach, as. we thought, to devour 

us; bat our guides laughed at the tervor which 
’ they faw impreffed on us, and affured us we need 
- not’be afraid, for if we kept our arms ready for 
- defence we fhould not be attacked; and we found 
H2 that 
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that they faid true; for no fooner had we prepar- 


termine. | | = 
An hour before night, as we defcended a moun- | 
tain, we perceived at a diftance a herd of beafts, 7 
not unlike ftags, and thefe, our guides told a 
were rain-deer. Soon after this we came to a vil- ~ 
lage, which confifted of about a dozen ftraggling 
houfes, at one of which we took up our lodging, | 
being extremely glad of repofe, forrwe were hearti- | 
ly tired; having marched a long journey with our y. 
luggage at our backs, We prefented our hoft x 
with a piece of roll-tobacco, for which he ex- — 
preffed himfelf much obliged, and in return laid | 
before us his brandy bottle, together with fome | 
dried fifh, and rain-deers fleth dreffed without falt, — 
which, not much relifhing, we gave to our guide, — 
and regaled on what we brought with us; after 
which we went to fleep upon bears {kin, after the — 
fafhion of the country. In the morning we bar- | 
tered with our hoft and feveral of his neighbours, — 
cloth and tobacco for fkins of wolf, fox and white — 
{quirrel, befides four fuits of the deer-fkin garments, _ 
which are very warm cloathing, | 2 i 
Having fecured his friendthip with the prefent of 
tobacco, he very readily offered to affift us wil i 
fome rain-deer to carry us forward in our journey; — 
and for this purpofe he blew a hornyult at his doom 


at the found of which fourteen or fifteen of thefe | 
beafts came ronaing towards him; from among 
which he chofe out fix, and yoked each of then 
to a fort of fledge fhaped like a gondola ; it trail- 


* 
ed.upon the ground, and was fixed upon a fquare | 


rs 
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frame, to which were fafteried two poles longer than — 
the fledge by at leafttwo feet. Here we difcharg= | 
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ea two of our guides, keeping him who was cons. 
_verfant in the languages of the different Laplanders; . 
“and putting our cargo of provifion and merchan- 
dife into one fledge, each of us lay down on an- | 
other, covered with a bear’s fkin, and thrufting our — 
_ arms up to the fhoulders, in two leathern girths 
_ placed at-the back of the fledge to keep us fteady ; ? 
- befides which, we were furnifhed with a long flick, 
at the end of which was a {trong ferula to balance 
. the fledge, in cafe it fhould be in danger of overturn- 
aig. upon ftumps of trees or {tones lying 1 in the road. 
“When we were ready to fet out, our hoft mut- 
tered fome words in the ears.of our ¢attle, which I 
Y ’ afterwards underftood from our guide were direc- 
tions whither they were to go; for fo credulous are 
thefe poor wretches as to think the beafts under- 
‘ftand them. However, fo accuftomed are they to 
this auricular falute, that when our hoft had whif- 
~pered all the fix they fet off with us, going at a 
_ prodigious rate, without keeping any beaten path, 
and never halted. till about feven in the evening, 
when they brought: us to a village between two 
“hills, on the border of a: lar ge lake 5 ‘atid here at 
the fourth houfe they thought proper to ftand ti, 
beating their feet hard againft the ground to figni- at 
fy their arrival, as 1: fappofe, for the mafter of the 
“houfe, and fome of his people « came out at the noife ; ' 
ij and. having 1 unharneffed our cattle and releafed us, 
they ; adminiftered to each of usa brimmer of bran-— 
‘ay, poured from a ee cann,, of which wood 
vall their veffels were made this it (oma Was we 
i vive our fpirits, out guide Tdvitge informed them. 
at we were much frightened at being drawn fo’ 
r fwviftly, not being ufed to fuch fort of travelling. 
The rain-deer is of the fize and colour of a ftag, . 
with cloven feet like theirs, and hoofs as large as 
oxen; their horns are higher, but have not fo ma- 
Me fprouts : as thofe of the ftag, and the females, like: 
H 3 cows, 
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cows, yield milk, of which the Laplanders make _ 
good butter and cheefe ; they live upon mofs, which 
grows every where in this country, and are yoked | 
with a leathern collar to the shaft of. the: fledge, | 
-almoft as a horfe is to the chaife. a 


CAH/AIP A Tn 


The people ofa village, and their manner of ling de- 
fcribed: tobacco a very valuable commodity: the au- | 
thor and bis company trade for fkins with fome fue- i| 
tefs: the ceremonies of a Lapland funeral: they have | 

a feolen interview with the wife of a jealous Lap- | 
lander. ‘ f 


HE people here were dreffed like thofe of | 
Varanger, except that the women wore | 
bonnets like men; and the houfes were {mall and | 
low, covered with the bark of a tree, and admit. | 
ting the light from the top. ‘They feemed more | 
barbarous than. thofe we had laft converfed with; | 
however, we purchafed their protection by giving | 
each man about two inches of tobacco; and our | 
hoft being bribed with a piece rather larger, was _ 
our affured friend. Their language was very dif- | 
ferent from that of Varanger, from which we were | 
now very diftant, having travelled more than thir- | 
ty leagues that day, this being the territory of | 
Mourmanfkeimore. We fupped on our own pro- _ 
vifion, and Jay all night on bears fkins as ufual. 
_ Here we trucked our cloaths for others more | 
long and commodious, and bartered our tobacco 
for one hundred grey fquirrels, a fur much efteem- _ 
ed in Denmark. Next day the people provided — 
us with fix other fledges, and having treated us 
with brandy, and wifhed us a good journey at 
Parting, our deer having received their. inftructi- — 
. ona 
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ons as_before, fled with incredible fwiftnefs, and 
did not ftop till three in the afternoon, when they 
brought us to a village of eight cottages, pleafant- 
ly fituated by a wood fide on the. top of a hill; 
here we faw no inhabitants, the reafon of which, 
as our guides told us, was, that it belonged to the 
Kilops, one of the wildeft. Lapland nations, the 
people of which fly from ftrangers, and fubfift en- 
_tirely on hunting. ’ | 
_ We baited our deer with mofs, which grew here 
very plentifully, and refrefhed ourfelves with bif- - 
_cuit and beef, and a dram of the brandy with 
which the people of the laft village had furnifhed 
‘us, while our interpreter dined upon venifon and 
fith. After about an hour’s delay, our guide en- 
~ deavoured to make our deer go forward; but he 
found it very hard to perfuade them, tho’ no Lap- 
~ lander whatever knew how to manage them better. 
This village was their ufual flage, and:they had 
~ no inclination to ‘quit it; in order to induce them 
~ to it, he ufed a hundred ridiculous and fuperfti- 
tious ceremonies; he retired to the wood, where 
he muttered charms, and then whifpered them ; 
~ but he was obliged to repeat his orders over and 
over before they chofe to underftand him: at Jaf © 
he prevailed upon them, and they proceeded, but 
not fo fwiftly as hitherto... As we turned down the 
‘ mountain’s brow we met four Kilops, who turn- 
ed their fledges off the road, and took another to 
avoid meeting us. In lefs than half an hour we en- 
_.tered a long wood; where we faw nothing, but 
* our ears were dinned with terrible howlings and 
~\Jamentations, for which we knew not how tovac- | 
count, ‘nor did we ftop to enquire into the caufe. 
>. ‘Having defcended another hill, we -arrived ‘at a 
” little’ village, where our beafts flopped juft where 
.they thought fit, and gave the ufual fignal with - 
their feet, at which the mafter of the cottage made 
+4 ; $ 5 H 4 his 
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his appearance ; ; whofe friendthip we having folicit- 
ed with a piece of tobacco, he made us welcome ; 
and having fupped, we lay down to reft as we 
were wont; and indeed, this day being May r4th, | 
we were fufficiently tir d. The next morning we © 
were told that we had- ravelled forty leagues the _ 
preceding day ; but Iam apt to believe there was 
Jome miftake in the reckoning, forty Lapland leagues | 
being equai to one hundred and fixty French, and | 
five leagues a-day, on horfeback is thought ‘good 
riding. 

Our guide informed us that we were now in the — 
Mufcovite Lapland, and having defired him to en-° 
_ quire if the inhabitants had any thing to barter | 
for cloth and tobacco; they produced fables, {quir- 
rels, and foxes fkins. of divers colours, for which 
we foon bargairied, giving moftly tobacco in ex- 
change. When we had finifhed our bufinefs we 
fat down to drink with them; and tho’ they were 
not quite fo brutal as fome ‘others with whom 
we had dealings, they were rude, flovenly, and 
extremely indecent. Our hoft here furnithed -us 
with as many fledges as we wanted, and we fet 
off with great {peed, thro’ different abeaten wattes, 
and did not meet’even the fign of an habitation, 
till about fix in the evening, when we reached 
two huts, the refidence of two Kilops, whom 
we faw fly, together with their families, as we ap- 
proached. About eleven at night, having made a 
moft fatiguing journey, we came to a large village 
at the bottom of a hill, by a river fide, in the 
middle of which our cattle halted, and the mafter 
of the houfe, which we entred, treated us with 
great civility, lighting up a fire in the middle of 
the hut to warm us, and regaling us with brandy, 
falt fith, falt venifon, falt butter and milk: this was 
the beft fare we had. found fince our fetting out, and 
_ we fhould have fupped like princes had we had 
-any 
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any bread left, but our ftore was unhappily con- 
fumed. This was the firft falt we had found 
ufed in thefe territories, and our guide would not 
meddle with it, but ate fome frefh venifon that he 
_ had brought with him. | Ls | 

In the morning we found they had nothing 
to trade with, neither could they fupply us with 
fledges; fo we croffed the ftream, defigning to 
proceed to Kola. We came in a little time to an- 
other village where we were furnifhed, and arrived — 
about noon at*Kola, a little city about ten leagues 
from the North Sea, built by a river fide, having 
very high mountains on the fouth, Mourmanfkei- 
more to the weft, and large defarts and forefts to 
‘the eaft: it confifts of one indifferent ftreet; ‘the 
_houfes are wood, handfomely roofed with fifh-bone, 
and on the top there is a hole left, as in other parts 
of Lapland, to let in the light.. The: inhabitants 
of this place, and indeed of Mufcovy in general, 
are very jealous, and lock up their wives on the. 
approach of ftrangers. ae Th 
~ The perfon with whom we lodged at Kola, took 
all our cloth off our hands, and gave us, by way 
of barter, two lynx fkins finely {potted, fome er- 
mines, three dozen of white fox {kins, and half a 
dozen of Wyetfras, an animal not unlike a badger, 
but with longer rougher hair, of a very dark red 
colour, and a tail like a fox; he alfo fupplied us 
with provifion enough to laft us to Varanger, and 
fledges to the fide of the river we had fo lately pal- 
fed, in return for fome odd ells of cloth that we had 
remaining. | : 

In the morning, fome of the town’s people enguir- 
ed whether we had any tobacco left, and being an- 
-fwered in the affirmative, foon brought in furs. 
enough to purchafe all we had, except feven or 
eight rolls that we kept to pay our way back ta 
Varanger, for tobacco is more. valued by them 
coe ee ee ee. tae 
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than. shoney, and a piece’ of, the length of one’s 


: 
: 
t 


finger is preferred to'.a crown piece; for which 


reafon any perfons who chufe to travel this wild 


| 


and unfrequented country, ought to ftock them- : 
felves well therewith; fince it will procure them 
rain-deer, fledges and other neceffaries much foon- _ 
er than coin. The kings of Denmark and Swe- 


den, and the czar of Mufcovy, have taxed. it fe- 
verely 5. there being colletors fettled in every fron- 


tier town, to gather the impofts upon it. When 5 
our bufinefs was over, we fat down and made 
merry with our chapmen, over fome brandy, 


which they toffed off as we do beer. 


\ 


_ About two o’ clock in the afternoon we fignified 


to our hoft, that it was time for us to depart, on — 


which he provided us with rain-deer and fledges al- 


moft in a minute, and packed up our furs for us very » 


tightly, furnifhing us with bifcuit, ginger-bread, 


= 
<a 


and falted rain-deer venifon, befides a {mall rund- ; 
let of brandy; we fet out, and in my Opinion, — 


travelled much fafter to the river, than: we had 
hitherto done. We foon-croffed over, and went 


directly to our old quarters, where our landlord, in bi 


hope of getting more tobacco, received us very 


joyfully ; he immediately prefented us a cup of — 
brandy, and, had we chofen it, would have got | 


us fledges and deer that inftant to carry us for- 
ward; but we preferred refting with him for that 
might, there being no village for feveral leagues 
from his habitation: hearing our determination, he 


afked us to accompany him to the funeral of one of 


his neighbours who had been about four hours dead. 

This invitation was what-we were extremely 
glad of, having heard much talk of their fune- 
ral ceremonies, wherefore we accepted of it, and 


Pra 


accompanied him to the houfe of the deceafed ; | 


where we faw the corpfe, which all, to his hands 


and face, was wrapped in linen, removed by fix of _ 
| i rs his 
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his ‘moft intimate friends, from the bear-f{Kin 
- avhereon he had’ expired,’ into a wooden coffin, 

with fome brandy, dried fith and venifon, to fub- 
fit him on his journey to heaveny in one hand 
«they put fome money to pay the keeper of paradife 
- gate, in the other a certificate figned by the prieft, | 
vand -direéted to St, Peter, informing him that the 
o*bearer had been a good chriftian, and ought: to 
‘be admitted into heaven; and at the head of the 
coffin was placed an image dreffed ‘like a pilgrim, 
_ «which they called St. Nicholas, being one of the 
feven deacons mentioned in the Acts of the A-_ 
pottles. BEE is 
This is a faint greatly reverenced in all parts of 
Mufcovy, who is fuppofed a particular friend ‘to 
the dead; wherefore his image is always fixed 
near a coarfé inftead of a crucifix. They next 
_ kindled a fire of fir-tree roots at a diftance from 
the body, weeping bitterly, and exprefling their 
forrow by the moft.extravagant noife; after which 
they went round it feveral times in proceffion, de- 
manding the reafon of his dying? whether he was 
put’ of humour with his wife? whether he f{tood 
» $n need of meat, drink, or cleaths ? if he had not 
fucceeded when fifhing, or loft his game when 
hunting ? After afking thefe and a thoufand other 
» queftions equally frivolous, they fell to their feream- 
“sing lamentations again, while an attendant prieft 
every now and then fprinkled the coarfe and the 
mourners alterriately with confecrated water, — 
Being quite weary of thefe barbarous rites, we 
returned to our quarters, leaving our holt’ behind 
us,’ to complete the ceremony; on our entering 
‘the cottage, we faw +a woman retiring haftily, 
awhoniour guide purfued and brought from the 
- place of her retreat; it proved to *be the wifé of 
our hoft, ~who had ftolen out of the chamber 
» whereto’ her hufband had confined her; on our 
. A, WG... entering 
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entering, fhe came very willingly among us, 
when fhe found -her hufband was abfent, and ex- 
amined us all attentively, one after another, ap- 
pearing to be good humoured, and well. pleafed 
with us; when fhe had fatisfied. her. curiofity. fhe 
fat down with us, and fhewed us fome little fort 
‘of embroidery of her own doing, which, 1 think 
was very pretty. After having tafted our provifi- 
ons, but particularly our ginger-bread, ‘which fhe _ 
feemed to like, and drank two or. three glaffes: of 
brandy, fhe retired for fear of her. hufband’s re- 
turn; who would certainly have refented her hav- 
ing taken fuch liberty, had he catched her among 
us. When he came home, he infifted. on’ our 
eating and drinking with him, after..which: we 
{moaked a pipe, and as our guide would not touch 
any thing that was falt, he was furnifhed with a 
bear-collop, which he broiled on the coals, and 
fome dried fifth, eee Ris Fort 
Next morning, being the 18th of May, we 
rofe early, and were foon furnifhed with conveni- 
ent fledges, and excellent: rain-deer, which carried 
us at the rate of fix leagues an hour; we met in 
our way, a Laplander who was going to hunt, he. 
had fkaites on, above feven feet and a half long,» 
only four fingers broad, and flat. at the bottom, 
with the help of which he made as much way over 
the {now, -which often lies unmelted till Midfum- 
mer, as we did with our carriages; his drefs was 
deer-fkin embroidered with tinfel, and he hada 
girdle of the fame fort round his waift, a large. 
quiver at his back, a dart in one hand, andabow - - 
in the other, with a great. black cat following at 
his heels, He kept up with us till we. had: paffed.- 
the mountain o» which we met him, .and. then. 
{truck down another road. beiink ell 
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HO Are Ne: 
Areneval charatier of the men- and women of Lap- 
‘land, and of the province in general: their beafts 
land birds, but particularly the white crow taken 


wi notice of : the fhip fails from Varanger, gains fight 


of Spitzbergen, and is vaftly incommoded with 


ace, but at length gets clear: they put into port 


- and the author makes anither journey in land. 
. JAP AY the arft, we arrived fafely at Varanger, 
’ M about nine o’ clock at night, having made 

the fame ftages, and met with nothing extraordinary 
in‘our return, which took up three days;, and from 
what I was able to colleét, from obferving the man- 
ners and difpofition of the people, in my progrefs 


thro’ Lapland, Imay venture to affirm them, how- > 


ever ignorant and wretched, extremely honeft, 
_ and abftracted from all notions of fraud; they are 
_ butdittle inclined to war, for if they come to un- 


derftand that their fovereign, as the king of Den- 


mark or Sweden, or the czar of Mufcovy, wants 
oldiers from among them, they quit their dwell- 
ings and fkulk in the woods, to avoid being forced 


into the fervice, They pitch the dart with great | 


‘dexterity, will hit a mark ofthe fize of a crown 
piece at the diftance of thirty paces ; and in hand- 
ling their bow and arrow they are fo very nice, 
that they can fhoot a bird on the wing, in whats 
ever part they think proper. sat! 2 

The women of the Mufcovite Lapland, wha 


are kept under greater teftri@ions than. thofe of» 


the other Laplands, make all the cloaths of their 
hufbands and family, which they embroider round 
_ the edges with tinfel thread drawn between their 
tecth to a furprizing finenefs. They work very 
eis rh Neatly, 
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neatly, are handfome, well fhaped, and good hu- - 
moured; and fo extremely lewd, that were they 
not narrowly watched, they would give themfelves 
up to the firft comer. 

‘They have plenty of fowl, as geefe, ducks, and 
pullets, in this part of the world, that feed either 
upon the grain of which they make their drink, or 
dried fith. Here is alfo a bird of prey of a'deep — 
pearl colour, as large as an eagle, but refembling 
it otherwife only in beak and claws; his head is 
like that of a cat, and his eyes are red-and fpark- 
ling; he only picks up hares and other {mall 
game. Mott of the beafts of Lapland are white, 
as wolves, foxes, hares, &c. but what is very fur- 
prizing, their crows, their feet and bill excepted, 
are allo white. They havea fmall cur, which © 
is a good moufer, and watches for his little prey, 
on which he feeds like a cat; thefe, tho’ very 
ugly, are held in great efteem; they are not paf- 
fing a foot long and four inches high; the whole 
head, except their ears, which prick up like a © 


wolf's, is formed like that of a rat, its tail curls, ~ 


and its hair, which is a light yellow, is very 
rough, and generally ftands on end; the fifh — 
which ferves them inftead of bread is called roff, 
itis firm, fubftantial, and, if you except the fat, 
well-tafted, it has no bones, is very broad, and 
about two or three ells long; they have plenty of — 
other fpecies of fith, which they commonly eat _ 
boiled ; and it is remarkable that notwithftanding 
their natural antipathy to falt, they rather chufe to 
boil their meat in falt water, if they live nearthe — 
fea, than in frefh. iis 

In two or three days after our return, the cap- 
tain had repaired the fhip’s damages, ‘and took in his: 
lading and ballaft ; in the mean time our crew plied 
the inhabitants with brandy and tobacco, by way 

of bribe, left their conjurations fhould influence 


the . 
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the winds to oppofe us. We fet fail from Varan- 
_ ger May the 26th, with a gale as much in our fa- 
vour as we could poffibly defire, which the failors 
attributed to the friendfhip of the Laplanders; 
_ but the breeze fhifting in a fhort time after, we 
brought to under the ifland of Wardhus, and the 
commandant of the caftle knowing who we were, 
came off to us in a fhallop, and we entertained 
‘him to his fatisfaction. The wind fettling to a 
point, the enfuing day, we proceeded on a 
‘north-eaft courfe, with our ‘fails all loofe; and in 
_ three days entered a latitude where we had no 
night, the fun being always on one fide or the 
other of us, and never finking below the horizon. 

May the 31ft, the high lands of Spirtzbergen 
being in fight, the wind blew fo hard from the 
north, that we were obliged to ftand in for the 
fhore for fhelter’s fake, under -an eaft-fouth-eaft 
courfe; for the three following days we were fo 
- incommoded with ice, which ftruck: violently on 


_« every fide of us, that we were afraid of founder- 


ing ; this induced us to try to get under the pro- 
- tection of a promontory to the eaft, but the wind 
continuing very high over at north, we fteered for 
_ the coaft of Borandia ; and in fome few hours en- 
tered a good bay, where we found a fafe haven 
‘and water at twelve fathom; and here, to our 
great joy, we difcovered lying at anchor our two 
-conforts, from which we had been {eperated off 
Varanger by the ftorm’; we hung out our flag and 
fired three guns as a falute, which they anfwered 
with fix and all their colours difplayed. 
The wind continued for twenty-four hours fo 
-» high, that our long boat could not be hoifted out, 
and we were impatient to know how they had e-. 
_ fcaped the tempelt, for we had feared they were 
loft; however the gale flackening, we went on 
_ board one of them; from which we learned that 
Bay ee ‘ they 
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they had been driven on the coaft of Juhorfkt, where 
they had like to have run afhore in three fathom 
water, the founding fhifting varioufly and the 
ground being very rocky; but they had juft time 
to.tack about, under favour of a north-north-eaft 
wind, and kept out’ to fea, tho’ not without fome 
difficulty; however, after beating about for three 
days, they reached the bay where we found them. 
After mutual congrattlations on account of fee- 
ing each other fafe, we held a council, .wherein we 
debated of the manner in which we were to pro-, 
ceed upon this coaft; and it was at length deter- 
mined that a captain, a fupercargo, two accompt- 
ants who underftood the northern dialects, and I, 
together with twenty feamen well armed, fhould 
go afhore and take with us feveral days provifions, 
and fome goods wherewith to. traffic. — . 
This agreement was immediately put in execu-. 
tion; the company was ready and the long boats 
hoifted out, which foon conveyed us to land, 
Here we afcended a hill, to try if we could difcover. _ 
any habitation, but could not; on which we. ad- 
vanced towards a neighbouring mountain, and. 
here among fome bufhes of thorns and briers we 
{pied five or fix men, who fled as foon as they faw. 
/ us, and were quickly out of fight; we. followed 
their track as well as we could mark it, and after a. 
march of. about two hours as.we floped down the 
mountain we faw fome cottages at a.diflance, and. 
near them thirty or forty men armed with. darts 
and arrows, and feemingly ready to annoy us; ona 
nearer approach we were fome what intimidated at . 
the appearance,’ and were abfolutely about retreat- 
ing to our fhips, knowing that nothing was to.be _ 
had by an engagement with people fo wild and 
‘barbarous, when one of the accomptants freely of-_ 
fered to advance fingly, and hail them as. friends; 
and to inquire if they had goods and were difpofed _ 
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to traffic: for this purpofe he approached them, 
carrying two rolls of tobacco and a fmall, keg of 
brandy. When he came within hearing, the per- 
fon who appeared to be their chief hailed’ him in 
the Mufcovite language, defiring to know our, in- 
tentions ; and on being anfwered | that we were mer- 


-. ‘chants come to trade with them, free from any 


hoftile defigns, they feemed fatisfied and bade“ him 
draw nearer; on which he made figns for us, and 
we foon joined companies, agreeing very well, for 
they feon took all the brandy and tobacco we had 
brought afhore with us off our hands, giving furs 
in exchange ; and finding that they had a great 
quantity remaining, we perfuaded them to bring 
them to the beach, ‘telling them we had brandy and 
tobacco enough to barter on board fhip. 

Boats foon came off from the veffels, in which 
we carried our chapmen, who admired them vattly, 
jon board, whither they came, made each man a_ 
prefent of about an inch of tobacco, and poured 


 - out to each a brimmer of ‘brandy, entertainment, 


which made them, to all appearances, infinitely 
happy. 

We purchafed all the furs they had brought 
with them, which: they told us was the only com- 
modity of the country, and that if we chofé to 
travel in land, they could conduét us as far as Si- 

-beria; there being rain-deer and fledges in which 
“two people ufually fat, the deer being ftronger 
than thofe of Lapland ; accordingly we agreed* 
with them to be our guides backwards and for- 


_ “wards, promifing them two rolls of tobacco and a 


couple of quarts of brandy, for which they'were 


_ . to provide us with every thing neceffary. 


The bargain being confirmed, they ficient 
with another bumper of brandy each, and went 
afhore to get ready for the journey. The other 


x hat encouraged by the report of thefe, came 


oes 
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down in troops to the water fide daily, not feru- 
pling, after fome flight demur, to go -on board 
the fhips, where they fold their goods and were 
treated with brandy, the delight of their hearts; 


in return for which they invited the failors to their — 


habitations. tia Abs. 
They are not fo tall as the Laplanders, they 


have large heads, fat broad faces, little feretty 


~ eyes, flat nofes, and fwarthy complexions ; their 
legs are fhort and thick, nor are the women a jot 
handfomer than the men, dreffing in the fame 
manner and going thro’ the fame exercife; their 
cloaths are white bear-fkin with the hairy fide out- 
ward, and confifts of a jerkin that reaches down 


to the knees, a ftrait pair of breeches, ftockings, 


and a cap; with fhoes made of the bark of a ~ 
tree, They maintain themfelves by hunting, roaft 


all their meat, and eat it without falt; they have 
no bread but ufe fifh in the place of it, and their 
common drink is water in which juniper-berries 
have been left to fteep till they rot ; for they have 


no notion of boiling it, nor do I think ita difa- — 


greeable beverage, at leaft where there is nothing 
better, to be had. - . 

- ‘Their huts are low and oval, covered with fith 
bones, and having no light, but what comes in at 
the door, which is fomething like the mouth of 
an oven ;.they have no notion of religion, and live 


like beafts, without any reftri€tions; they drink - 


immoderately when they can get brandy, and the 


moft valuable prefent you: can make them is either — 


a little brandy or tobacco, which you can change 
very advantageoufly for fur; nor do they feem to 
know the value of any thing elfe but money, of 
which they have fome little among them, — 

Word being brought that fix fledges, being all 
they could get, were ready for us, we put into 
one to the amount of near four thoufand pound in 


tobacco, — 
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tobacco, brandy, gold, filver, and copper; the 
fupercargo and I rode in one fitting oppofite to 
one another, our accomptants, the two Borandian 
guides, and our feamen, for we had one. from 
each fhip, were divided in three others, in the 
fifth was a failor by himfelf with tobacco and bran- 
dy; and the fixth was ftored with provifions and 
fome other things. Being all fettled in our car- 
riages, we fet off, and ran at the rate of twenty 
leagues in eight hours, traverfing plains, forefts, 
dales, and mountains, without meeting a living 
creature; this being a fort of ftage, we refrefhed 
our cattle with mofs, and ourfelves with beef, and 
bifcuit, while our Borandians, who neither liked 
our bread nor meat, fed upon dried fifh fteeped in 
oil, after which we all drank at a neighbouring 
fountain, and crowned the banquet with a glafs 
of brandy; which meal having finifhed, we mount- 
ed again, and after a courfe of three hours,- put up 
-at.a large well built village at the foot of a moun- 
tain, where we were obliged to divide our com- 
‘pany, one cottage not being fufficiently large to 
entertain us all; we flept on bear-fkins, and our 
brandy and tobacco procured us a good reception ; 
_after having flept for fix or feven hours, we went 
. among the inhabitants to traffic, and for money 


and copper purchafed feven pair of fables, three 


hundred grey. fquirrels, and two dozen of ermin, 
befides. wolf and white fox fkins; tobacco was 
not fo good a commodity, here as on the coaft, 
a circumftance which did not difpleafe us. 


CHAP. 
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The author continues bis journey in land: fame ree 
 firiétions laid on the fale of fables: a bark built. 
without any iron-work; great danger in felling 
fables to any but the czar: the indufiry of the in- 
habitants of Vitorza: a vyage made in.one of the 
country veffils to Pezara, where the auther and his 
company are heartily entertained; and then fet out 
for Siberia. . | . 


y \HE only diverfions and occupations of thefe 

i people are hunting and fifhing, in, fammer-. 
they eat their meat either boiled or broiled on the 
coals, and provide enough, during the feafon, ta 
_ ferve them in winter, preferving it for that time, 
by drying it. in the fun on the houfe top, cutin 
pieces; and this is the only drefling they beftow 
uponit. Their cottages are low and flat-roofed, 
covered with turf or branches of trees; they 
change their dwellings like the Kilops, They are 
very {tupid and brutal, without the {malleft notion 
of religion, and their cloaths are made of the 
white bear’s fkin, their coats coming below the 
calf of the leg, and having a broad girdle about 
their waifts ; the only difference between the wo- 
men, who are dexterous hunters, and the men, is 
that their hair hangs in twifts on their fhouiders, 
At their backs they carry a quiver, and a ftone that 
will cut like a razor hangs at their girdles; their 
bow-ftrings are the parings of a tree, and they 
generally bear a tough cudgel fharp at one end, 
by way of defence, in their hands. 

When we had gotten what, we could here, we 
each of us took a farewell glafs of. brandy and got 
into our fledges, our deer going at the rate of nine 
hours before they halted, which they did at.a vil- 
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- Yage of a few huts, which were deferted ; here we 


refrefhed ourfelves and our beafts for about three 
hours, and then proceeded on our journey. We 
were now fifteen hours without feeing ay human 
creature, or even the fign of one, when’ we over- 
took three hunters ‘on the brow of the hill. One 
of them was dreffed after the Mufcovite fafhion, in 


' along flowing robe, girt round his waift, with a 


girdle four inches broad’; it was white, edged 
with a fine black, his cap was made of a black 


fox’s fkin, fomething like a failor’s bonnet, his 
breeches and ftockings were the fkin of a rain- 


deer, and his thoes fuch as they wear at Varanger ; 
the two other perfons were equipped like us,’ in 
white bear fkin, with the hair outfide; thefe laft 
carried at their backs, furs, ermines, fables, wolf 
{kins, whole fox fkins, and bear fkins with the 
tails hanging to them, the former only carried a 
dozen white crows, and feven fables tucked under 
his girdle; we were a good deal furprized when 


‘he came up, to fee our Borandian guide, after 


place ‘in the fledge and quit us. 


Neither the fupercargo, ‘who rode with me,nor I, 
could tell how to account for this complaifance ; 
however, we purfued our journey for the {pace of 
another hour, without meeting the fmalleft fign ofin- 
habitants ; at laft having reached the top of a very 
high mountain, we perceived at the foot of it fe- 


having talked to him for fometime, give him his 


-veral houfes built clofe together, forming a {mall | 


town, and had a”fiftinct view of the fea. When 
we arrived at the village, we found from the re- 


{pect paid him by the people of it, and their rea- 


dinefs to attend us at his order, that the perfon 
who had difplaced our guide was a man of fome 
note. noe 
He received us into his houfe very kindly, and~ 
fold us feme good fkins, and then he fent his fer- 
| Ratan ’ vant 
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vants about town to inquire if any perfon chofe to 


traffic for tobacco and brandy. They brought us 
a good number of chapmen, and we purchafed 
above one thoufand five hundred fkins of all forts, 
except fables; and thefe no body dare fell but 
officers appointed to prefide in public ‘ware-houfes 
eftablifhed by the czar’s authority to manage this 


traffic; fuch as deal in it, without his efpecial li- 


cence, are fure of being feverely punifhed; and if 
it is difcovered that any perfons have'attempted to 
{muggle thefe fkins, they forfeit all the goods then 
found in their cuftody. ‘e 


_ Our cargo being too great fora fledge, our hoft*” 


lent us a {mall bark, for a certain reafonable quan- 
tity of tobacco and brandy, which he manned 
with fome of his own fervants; and with thefe, 
under the care of one of the failors, who accom- 
panied us, and was a fkillful feaman, we did not 
fear her reaching our fhip, tho’ fhe lay above a hun- 


dred leagues diftant. T his bark was fharp at . 


each end and broad in the middle, like a gondola ; 


it was entirely of wood, joined with pegs, and 


had not any fort of iron ftruck intoit, not fo much 
asanail; its two anchors which were very weighty, 
were of wood, and in the middle of: the veffel was 


a fir-tree maft, to which was faftened a {quare | 


piece of coarfe cloth, made from the rind of a 
tree, by way of fail; and the cordage was of the 
fame ftuff, as well as the cables, which were pretty 
ftrong. There being no officer near, just as the 
was ready to put off, we privately flipped on 


board her thirty pair of fable-fkins, for which we — 


aid our hoft ready cath, and immediately after fhe 


& 
there 


his ruin, ‘becaufe in that cafe he had-not only been 


corporally punithed, but alfo fent with all his fa- 


The - y 


mily to work in the mines of Siberia. 


ot’under way. This was rifking boldly, for had = 
been any fearchers at hand it might proved — 
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The bark -being out of fight, the fupercargo, 
the accomptants, and our landlord, fat down ‘to 
drink, while the two feamen and I walked out 
and took a view of the place, which was called 
Vitorza ; the fituation being very pleafant, having 
two mountains rifing on each fide of it to the 
height of a league: the houfes were built and co- 
vered very handfomely with fifh bones, the cran- 
nies being well {topped with mofs, and in fome 
places that were moft expofed to the wind, with 
turf very neatly laid ; on the top of the houfe was. 
a fort of lattice to admit the light, and the door, 
- like what we had feen in other parts of the coun- 
try, was built like the mouth of an oven. 2 

The inhabitants were dwarfifh, fwarthy, flat- 
nofed, and ill featured; the women and children: 
feemed all induftrious, being bufied in making 
fails, or fifhing-nets from the bark of trees, their 
needles being fifh bones, and others were employed _ 
with knives or hatchets in different branches of 
bufinefs. 

And “here, as our commodities were not half’ 
difpofed of, and we were in a country abounding 
with furs, we held a council, wherein we debated 
in what manner we were now to difpofe of our- 
felves; and at length determined, as our commif- 
fion for traffic and difcovery was very extenfive, 
_ to proceed as long as we found the trade good, and’ 

our cafh, brandy and tobacco held out. Having 
taken this refolution, we fent our guides back 
with the rain-deers and fledges, entrufting them 
_ with letters to the three captains, acquainting 
them with our fuccefs and refolutions; and then 

‘with the help of our hoft of Vitzora, who vas 
kind enough to-embark with us, we hired a bark 
to carry us to Pezora, the capital ofa principality of 
_ the fame name, on the north coaft of the Mufcovite | 
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fea, which we reached in fifteen hours, having all 
the voyage kept clofe along fhore. . . } 

The better fort of people among the Mufcovites. 
are rude, jealous, and quiteunpolifhed ; I fay the 
better fort, for there are fcarcely any noblemen or: 


gentlemen in the whole country; and for this rea» 


fon we were not furprifed to find a collector of 
the cuftoms who affumed the title of governor, the . 
principal perfon in Pezora. ; We attended him at. 
the caftle, where he entertained us with fome fine. 
old metheglin, which was followed by brandy and 
ginger-bread, a fort of collation common all over 
Mulfcovy. He had the care of the czar’s fables; and 


we bought all his ftock, confifting of five zimmers, | 


a zimmer being fifty pair ; for two of which, being 
all as black as jet, andthe fineft I ever faw, we 
gave him one thoufand crowns; we had the reft 
for eight hundred crowns. They were all fealed 
with the ducal arms of Ruffia. When we had paid- 
him his money, he regaled us elegantly with roaft- 
ed wild-fowl, young rain-deer venifon, which taft- 
ed very well, and- frefh fifh, two boats having at 
our firft arrival been ordered out to fifth purpofely 
for our entertainment. After this meal we fat eight 
hours over brandy and metheglin. _ I fhould cer- 
tainly have been very drunk, had not I every now 
and then eat a bifcuit; and indeed, to do the Muf-- - 
covites juftice, their bread is excellent. _Atlength, 
being all overladen, we lay down on white bear- 
{kins, for here were no beds, and flept comfort- | 
ably fix-or feven hours; each of us, at our rifing, » 
being prefented with a bumper of brandy. 

After breakfaft, an officer was ordered to attend . 


us thro’ the town, which progrefs we made with »~ 


a double view of fatisfying our curiofity, and traf- 
ficking with the people ; we foon found numbers of 
chapmen, -and for four hundred ducats purchated 
one hundred and twenty wolf fkins, and five 98 
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dred fox-fkins, all white, two hundred martens, 
two thoufand grey fquirrels, and forty-eight er- 
mines, for which we paid one half in copper, be- 
_ ing encumbred with it, and the reft in brandy and. 
tobacco. All our goods were fent to the gover- 

nor’s houfe, where they were packed up in bales, 
covered with the fame fort of cloth as the fails of 
_ our bark, and fhipped on board a {mall veffel, un- 
der the care of our accomptant and three Borandi-. 
ans, for whofe fidelity, the governor, who had let 
it to us for ten ducats,’ paft his word; and over 
_ and above their wages which he was to pay them, 

we gave each man a piece of tobacco. arect 

~ - When our veffel had failed, having the wind at 
_ eaft fouth-eaft, we fell to drinking again, and the’ 
_ quantities which our hoft of Vitzora {wallowed 
were indeed furprifing; we {tuck to it for’ more 
than four hours, and then compofed ourfelves on 
_-bear-fkins to reft as before. In the morning, hav- 
ing requefted it, we were furnifhed with feven 
fingle fledges and.rain-deer to convey us to Siberia, 
being fupplied with provifion enough to laft us to 
Papinowgorod, a city bordering on Pezora and Si- 
beria, together with one of the governor’s domef- 
ticks, who was ordered to efcort -us to the next 
ftage, being but feven leagues, and to fee that we 
were well ufed, all which fervices coft us only four 
_ducats; and at parting the governor forced us to 
tofs off five or fix brimmers of brandy. a 
We now got into our fledges, and travelled for . 
-four hours.thro’ intricate unbeaten roads, without 
“meeting any thing but four white bears, of an en- 
ormous fize, which croffed us, and took refuge in 
an adjoining wood, In about two hours after, 
we ftopped at a village, the inhabitants of which 
‘we fuppofed were gone to hunt, as we found the 
cottages all empty. Here we alighted to refrefh — 
ourfelves, and in the mean time half a dozen fa-. 
Vor. V, E preh, milies 
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milies returned from the chace with pretty good | 
luck, bringing in with them fix bear and four, 
wolf-(kins, with two ermines and eight fables ; | 
they would have fled when they faw us, had not 
the governor. of Pezora’s fervant hailed:them ina | 
language they underftood, telling them we were 
friendly merchants bound to Popinowgorod, and 
dealing in fkins. On this report they abated of 
their timidity, and having fatisfied their curiofity, 
with gazing on us, our language, looks and drefs. _ 
being all {trange to them, they bartered all the : 
fkins which they dared to difpofe of, for tobacco.” 
and brandy, and then furnifhed us with rain-deer, | 
and fledges to conduct usto the mouth of the river 
Papinowgorod. _ ' 3 


CHAP. VIL 


They meet five exiles in the woods of Siberia ; in one a 
‘whom our authcr finds a gentleman of his acquaint- 
ance: the caufe of bis bani ifhment > the hordfbips 
thefe posr people endure : toetr huts deferibed’: one 
of them gives the authcr a very curious marufers pte 
they catch fime martens and white foxes: they quit 
the exiles and proceed: the danger of their journey : 
they arrive at the town of Papinowgorod, whire the | 
givernor and his wife make much of then: anedd * 
rerernrey of the lady. es 


% E now left the banks of the river Pezora, 
V along which we had coafted for fome . 

time, and went towards that of Papinowgorod, the 
roads being almoft impaffable, they were fo woody _ 
and mountainous; however, after being out about. _ 
three hours, on our approaching a thick wood, we . 
overtook five men dreffed in white bear-fkin, The aa 
the Mufcovites, each being armed with a gun and — 
: ; a theathed a) 
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a fheathed knife ftuck in his girdle, on the oppofite 
fide of which hung a pouch. , mia 

Our guide, who was a very good one, fecing 

them advance, ftopt our deer; by which time be- 

ing. come within hearing, one of them bade us 


_ good morrow, in the German tongue, wifhing that. - 


_ they were as free as we. Our fupercargo, who was. 
a native of Lower Germany, attracted by the found 
of his mother;tongue, obferved the perfon who 
poke it very narrowly, and then getting out of his 
fledge, took him in his arms and embraced him; ‘ 
he proved an intimate acquaintance, who was lately 
banifhed by the Czar for hunting fables, a very ca- 
pital offence. | | A 
. During the time that they difcourfed, I had let. 
fure to furvey the other five, when one of them, | 
of whofe features I had a confufed idea, tho’ I could 
not recollect inftantaneoufly who he was, afked me 
Whence I came, and whither I went, in French; 
then he reminded me that we had been acquaint 
‘ed in Stockholm; and on his telling me_ his 
mame, I called to mind that he was a gentleman 
of Lorrain, and at the time I knew him, (when he 
had ferved me in many things, and offered to pros 
Cure mé a good poft at Mofcow) lieutenant-colonel — 
of a regiment of horfe in the Mufcovite. fervice: 
he was extremely altered from what I had feen him, 
is garments were uncouth, his beard. was long, 
his head was bald, and I may fay, fharp melan- 
¢holy had worn him to the bone, for he was redu- 
ced almoft to a fkeleton. ' 
_ I regreted, very fincerely his prefent condition, 
how changed from what he was, when his birth, 
Yank, behaviour, and fortune procured him univer- 
‘fal refpe&t. I could not view him without tears : 
he told me that the Czar had unjuitly fufpected his 
‘fidelity, and banifhed him for three years,. The 
defcription he gave me of the hardthips which he 
yg Ae siete Une and 
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and his companions, one of whom had been: ama- 4 
jor-general, the fecond one of the Czar’s receivers. if 
general, and the third, a man of fome confe- ig 
quence, endured in this ungrateful climate, were. 
truly affecting. : “| 
Scarce a day paffed over thelr heads without their a 
being attacked by fome wild beafts, which gene- a 
rally march in herds in fearch of prey. They had — | 
no fubfiftence but what they procured, and to re- 
lieve them was a crime which attracted fevere punifh- a 
ment; befides, they were condemned to fupply the’ 
czar’s officers with a certain number of fables, under 
the penalty of being feverely lafhed witha whip off 4 
_ thick hard leather, w hich leaves their body in a gore z 
of blood ; all which grievances, added to the plocaiaal | 
nefs of the place, and the rigours they endured from 
the weather, made their lives very miferable.. They | 
all exclaimed loudly againft the Czar, and declared, | 
that, once their time of exile was expired, they, | 
- would take care to get far enough from his power, is 
and dominions. We offered our beft endeavours — 
to facilitate their te tt ; but they told us this 
_* ‘was impoffible, all the frontiers being ftr ily sunt 


Stier 


ed by forts, to the commandants of which their 
faces were well known, and that nothing lefs than* | 
the crueleft death barbarity could devife would be | 
the reward of them and us for attempting it.” 
After having refrefhed them and ourfelves upon 
the mofs, with fach provifion as we had with us, — 
‘we ‘refolvéd to f pend a few hours longer with them, | 
for we could not think of leaving fo very fuddenly 
men whom we had known in better days, when 
fortune fmiled upon them: for my part, my in-_ 
clinations would have led me to have ftaid’ fome. : 
time among them, but it did not fuit my compas 
nions, who had no views but the’ profits arifing | | 
from ‘trafic in this’ excurfion, whereas mine were | 
founded'é on curiofity; and I knew ‘the See 
colonel - 
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colonel. to be aman of excellent fenfe, and very 
capable of fatisfying me in my inquiries concern- 
ing Ruffia, and the countries wherein he had re- 
fided ; and this the more fo, as I was fatisfied that 
the obfervations of a man of his judgment and ex- 
_perience would illuftrate confiderably the remarks 
- Thad made myfelf. Thus perhaps will my defires 


of confuming fome time with. thefe unfortunate 


people’ appear rather centered in felf; yet I can 
folemnly declare, that an inclination to confole the 


misfortunes of worthy men, actuated me ftill more 


: Atrongly. 
They were joyfully thankful at our. offering to 
Borad a few hours with them, and to encourage us 
the more, led us to five little huts which they had 
built in the neighbouring wood, whereto they fe- 
~parately retired when they chofe to indulge their 
_melancholy, and chew the cud of fweet and bitter 


— 


wency: here there was: room enough to entertain - 


-us all, and we ordered our guides to unharnefs our 
, deer, and convey thither our goods, being refolved 
_ here to reft a while. Compatffion: and refpect in- 
_ duced the fupercargo and me to vifit this refidence, 


but our-companions were influenced by the hope of 
_ purchafing good {kins for thefe gentlemen inform-” 


ed, us that they had got. fome valuable ones, be- 

~ fides feveral fables, which were referved entirely 

efor the ufe of. the Czar, and -confequently could 
not poffibly be parted with. 

That neceflity. fharpens invention, ‘was SHopalye 

evinced in the ftructure of their cabins, which’were 


schigher, than any we had hitherto feenin tour’ tra! 
vels,: and more commodious, having each two or | 
0 three rooms, inthe fides of which the light entered 


*.thro? a lattice; they were built of fir, “and paved 
= with broad fith- bones, that gave the floor the appear 
> ance of ivory; over them waved pleafantly enough 
. 4 a tuft-of: trees 5 ; and: to defend them from the de- 
fanick Aas I 3 | - _preda- 
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predations of the wild beafts, there ran a trench | 
round them, palifadoes with ftrong pofts, and | 
pieces of wood nailed acrofsthem, the top of each | 
_ being guarded by a-fpear of fifh-bone; thus when | 
their gate was clofed.they were as fecure as if in | 
a fortified place: within they had good ftore of | 
bifcuit, rain-deer falted down, and methegliny be- | 
ing moreover well fupplied with hunting and fifh- | 
ing-tackle. i 
While the ta of the company fat. themfelves | 
down to drink; the lieutenant-colonel, who -was a | 
fober man, andI retired to another hut to enjoy our- — 
felves with a more fociable renewal of our acquaint- — 
ance: -he then informed me that he defigned to re- — 
turn home, when his years of exile fhould be expir- — 
ed, and gave me his dire¢tion in Lorrain. His conver- — 
-fation was to me extremely entertaining ; for there _ 
was a fpirit in his defcription of the wildnefs of the - 
country, and barbarity of the people that added cons — 
fiderably to the picture ; this induced me to en- | 
treat him to communicate fome obfervations upon 
' the cuftoms, difpofitions, and manners of the Muf- — 
covites, telling him of my intending to publifh my © 
Voyage, and that fome account of the inland pro- — 
vinces, with which I had not time to make myfelf — 
thoroughly acquainted, would render it {till more © 
perfect. 
His reply was, that the prefent time was too pre- _ 
_ cious to be engroffed by fo general a fubje&t ; how- _ 
ever, he told. me, that he had collected his re- 
marks upon the different provinces of this part of — 
the world during a refidence of fixteen years; and 
opening his cheft, prefented me with the manufcript 
wherein they were copied, which confifted of more 
than twenty fheets of paper, and which, notwith-— 
) ftanding all my oppofition, he infifted upon my — 
accepting, faying, that they could be of no man- 
ner of fervice to him, for his fufferings had ee 
im 
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him fuch a difguft to the country, that he was fure, 
whenever he fhould leave it, the bare remembrance 
of it would be afflicting. | . 
To thofe memoirs the world is obliged for the 
obfervations on the manners and policy of the Ruf- 
fians, as well as the relations refpecting Siberia 
hereunto annexed. bier 
They are ufeful, juft, and entertaining; and I 
have endeavoured to {trike out fuch parts as I~ 
thought were heavy, or confifted of needlefs re- 
petitions. Tome the colonel’s reflections in gene- 
ral, both upon men and things, appeared to ‘be 
accurate and judicious ; and here and there he had 
-/jnterfperfed fome paffages that ferved to illuftrate 
his fubjeCt from the Mufcovite hiftory, which he 
was the better enabled to do, as he {poke and 
wrote the language as exactly and elegantly as 
their beft {cholars: this however he might eafily 
do, for the Mufcovites are not over-learned ; they 
have an innate contempt for literature, and the 
clergy are as brutally ignorant as the laity. 
«When my friend and I were wearied with dif- 
éourfe we compofed ourfelves to fleep upon bear- 
fkins, as our companions did alfo when tired with 
- drinking. . | | 
' In the morning we. rofe early, and accompanied 
by the five exiles, each of us armed with a gun, 
traverfed the woods, and examined our {nares to 
fee what prey we had caught in thofe-we had pitch- 
‘ed the night before; we only killed a few grey 
‘martens, and about a dozen white foxes, nor did 
‘we choofe to fatigue ourfelves with hunting, as we 
‘were refolved to ‘purfue our journey in the after- 


. -troon. | 


“We returned in a fhort time to our huts, where, 
together with- our hofts, we dined heartily, drank . 
plentifully, and then we took our leave, being tru- 
ly grieved at our not being able to relieve men 
pals ave iat Q 
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fo much worth. They forced upon us at ‘parting 


fome ermines, bears, foxes, and wolfs ‘{kins, for — 
which they would take no money; however, we — 


infifted upon their accepting of fome brandy, to- 
bacco, and cloth, which we took care fhould ex- 
ceed in value the commodities they had given us. 


_ We wept reciprocally at parting ; and having taken 


a laft farewell, mounted our fledges and continued 
our journey with the ufual expedition. : 


‘In about three hours we camé to five or fix huts, . 


inhabited by abouta dozen people, from whom we 
bought all their_fkins; and afterwards, keeping the 


banks of the river Pezora, villages began to multi- “| 


ply; fome of them were abandoned, and fome not; 


wherever we found inhabitants we were fure of 
having fome fkins either for brandy or money, but — 


hone would venture to fell us fables. We now 
reached a large ridge of high craggy mountains, 
always covered with {now, that divide the laft men- 
tioned country from Borandia. . 

This was the moft fatiguing, difagreeable, and I 


may add intimidating, journey we had hitherto made; ~ 


for befides the air, which was extremely unwhol- 
fome, and the barren foil, the roads fwarm with 


_ white bears and wolves, which put us often in fear 


a 


of our lives, tho’ Iam apt to believe thefe beafts 
were as much terrified as ouifelves, for they fled 
from us on every fide, perhaps frightened by the 
glittering of our arms, which we took care to dif- 
play to the beft advantage. ; . 


- After labouring among thefe hills, whereby our 


cattle were heartily tired, for more than twelve 
hours, we defcended into a Siberian village, where 


the people had linen fhirts, clofe bufkins, and gar~ bt 


ments of bear fkins,- with the hair on the outfide ; 


they appeared to be lefs barbarous than thofe with 


Whom we had lately converfed, receiving us with 
great hofpitality, and demanding very civilly: our 
i di country, 
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country, bufinefs, and deftination. Having refolved 


their queftions, we bought all their fkins for ready 


money, feafted with them on rice-cake, ginger- 
bread, dried flefh of bear or wolf, drank heartily 
of fpirits, and then flept upom bear-skin, in houfes 
built in the manner of thofe of Lapland. At our 


-rifing they treated us with a glafs of brandy, and 


then we fet forward for Papinowgorod, which place 
we reached in twenty hours. | 

The governor of this town fent for us on our 
arrival, to inquire into our country and bufinefs ;. 
we immediately attended him at his caftle, and an- 
fwered all his cueftions much to. his. fatisfaction. 


When he was informed that we were Danifh mer- 


chants, who had come hither to buy fur, he treated 


- us in a very friendly manner ; and to fhew his re- 
. fpect for us, fent for his wife to entertain us, a 


piece of unexpected condefcenfion. 
She made her appearance with a bottle of bran- 


- dy in one hand, and a filver cup in the other, and 


was followed by a maid who carried a plate of 
ginger-bread; we faluted her in the Mufcovite 
manner, by bowing our heads, and fhe untied the 


Knot of her {mock-fleeve, which. dropping to the 


ground, was taken up by our fupercargo, who. hav-’ 
ing kiffed it, gave it me ta do the fame; after, . 
which ceremony, fhe hauled up and turled it again, 
and .prefented each of us with a bumper of bran- 
dy and a piece of ginger-bread, ftanding all the 
while near her hufband, at the end of the table, 
and then fhe withdrew, when the governor rega- 


Ted us with an excellent fupper. , 


sails 


_ We lay that night in the caftle upon good beds, 
I mean. good ones confidering the place; and as 
foon as we were {tirring in the morning, the go-, 
‘vernor waited on us, followed’ by a ‘fervant with a 
bottle: of brandy, of which he made each.of us, 
drain a hearty cup by way of morning’s whet. He. 
then produced his fins, which, tho’ the deareft we 
’ ik ‘ had 
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had hitherto feen,. were well chofen,, and. worth 
what he demanded for them: ~when he had dif 
pofed of his own ftock, he ordered his fervants to 
inquire for chapmen amongft the town’s people; 
and while the fupercargo was making the beft bar- 


gains he could, I diverted myfelf with walking 
round the town. 


CHAP, Vill. 


The buildings, manners, and inha‘itants of Papinowge- 
rod deferibed: the people of Siberia very jealous of 
their wives: the great virtue of their laws: eur 
author and bis company quit Papinowgorod, and enter 4 
Samojeda, where the people worfbip the fun: their — | 

arrival on the coeft of Borandia; and Jetting fail 
for Nova Lembla, wiere they are avoided by the 
people: an account of the idol Fetizo: our auibor 

attacked with a diforder ufual in thefe countries : 
his method of cure very judicious : an account of the | 


fra-hirfeffbery, and the value of its born. 


4 | Bis: houfes of Popinowgorod are low and 

meanly built, of mud or wood, thechinks ftop- 
ped up with mofs; the ftreets are paved with pieces 
of timber, well joined: the country about it is ve- 
ry fertile, and well watered by a fine river, in 
which there is variety of excellent fith. The bet- 
ter fort of people wear a long robe with very clofe 
fleeves of another colour, which reaches down.to 
their toes ; under it they have breeches, and ftock- 
ings of the fame cloth; their fhoes, or rather boots, 
like thofe of the Polanders, are of blue, red or 
yellow leather, and buttoned on the top; they wear 
cloth caps, lined and faced with ermine, fable, or 
elfe black fox skin. The hair of the women, who 
are fair, plump, and very handfome, is site 
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of a-beautiful chefnut colour, and flows in ringlets 
down the back; round their waits, they havea 
broad girdle, ftudded with pearls, and their fhifts 
are made of fine calicoe v ith fleeves all ruffled up . 
from the wrift to the fhoulder, in one of which 
perhaps there are five ells, and this bundle pre- 
* vents them from ufing the arms of their robes, 
which therefore hang ufelefs, being very long, and 
often only pinned on. Their robes or upper gar- 
ments defcend like thofe of the mento the feet, of 
a blue, a red, ora violent colour cloth, and are 
lined either with fable or white fox skin. 

The people of Siberia are grave and hardy, they 
handle the crofs-bow. well, and are ignorant, chur- 
lith, and avaritious, jealous of their wives, who 
are generally locked up, and if they are not, none 
of them dare quit their rooms without leave of their 
—hufbands, whofe love they prize but indifferently 
if they are not often beaten, fuch is the prevalence 
of éuftom. The religion of this province is called , 
Nicholatian: their jufticiary proceedings are all ex- 
peditioufly terminated, their laws not ‘being fo in- 
tricate and perplexed as ours, free from thofe fubter~ 
fuges and equivocations that reflect difhonour on 
the policy of polite nations ; there are no pettifog- 
ging defigning wretches, that prey upon the igno- 
rant and unwary, who, under pretence of reliev- 
ing innocence and fuccouring diftrefs, enrich them- ° 
feives with the {poils of the vidow and the father-. 
lefs. Perjury is moft feverely punifhed, the mur- 
derer feldom efcapes with his life, the adulterer 
of either fex is froned to death, and -the robber 
meets with his deferts; in fhort, all the courts of 
juftice are in reality courts of equity; and there — 
‘does not feem to be any difference in the terms. 
We call this country barbarous; are not we, when 
‘compared with them in this light, much more de- 
ferving’ of that epithet ? . eats 
| ‘ When 
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_When we had packed up our cargo’ of fkins, 
among which were fome fables fold us by the go= 
vernor underhand, we found we had enough to 
toad a fledge and a half; befides which, having 
fome tobacco and five thoufand ducats left, we de- 
termined to go forward, and march thro’ Samojeda 
to our fhips, in which road we ftood a good chance 
of difpofing of the reft of our goods, and acquir- 
ing more fkins, For this purpofe we purchafed 
of our governor provifion enough to laft us twelve 
days, rain-deer for our whole journey, and a new 
fupply of brandy, our {tock being all confumed. 
When we had made our bargain, and paid our mo- 
ney, we were obliged to fit toa drinking-match, ~ 
as is the. cuftom all over Ruffia, and after fticking 
to the bottle ten hours, we lay down to fleep. 

In the morning when we rofe we found every 
thing ready for us to go on. We mounted our 

{ledges and went forward: in feventeen hours pro- 
grefs, we {topped very often to buy furs, and hav- 
ing croffed the Riphean mountains, in fix hours more 
we entered Samojeda, a defolate mountanous coun- 
try, full of fir, pines, and juniper; the ground co- 
_ vered in fome places with mofs, and in others with ~ 
{now, and the road every moment incommoded 
with white wolves, bears, and foxes, which con- 
tributed to our no {mall terror. 

When we had reached the top of Mount Stol- 
phen, whence arifes the river Borfogatz, we bait- 
ed at a {mall village, where we purcHafed feveral 
forts of fkins, particularly fome caftors and otters ; 
and tho’ we proved to the people that there was no 
danger of our being fearched in the way to our 
hips, we could not prevail with them to part with 
fome fkins that were prohibited, ‘till we had made 
them courageous with brandy, and then they fold — 
us fome of the beft fables that we picked up in our 
whole progrefs, ! | yaa Oona?) ae 
! | After. 


- 


- 


THE NORTH OF EUROPE. 181 


After having flept four or five hours, in common 
with the whole family male and female, upon the ~ 


ground, on fkins, in the chief hut in the village, 


swe were awaked by our hoft ftirring about and 
-raifing his family; whereupon they all went out: 
my curiofity excited me to follow them, and I faw 
them all at a little diftance from the cabbin, behind 


it, fall down on their knees, and raife their hands ~ 
and eyes to the rifing fun, as ifin worfhip. This I 


afterwards was informed they believe'to be God. 


The people of Samojeda are fhorter and thicker 
than either thofe of Lapland or Borandia; they 
have large heads, flat nofes, unmeaning faces, and | 


| fearcely any hair; the women are more ill favour- 


ed than the men; like them too they hunt with 
bows aud arrows, and breed their children to the 


-chace: nor is their drefs much different, except 


that a lock of hair hangs twifted between their 
fhoulders, to which is hung a tail of ribbon, made 
of the bark of a tree, extending to their heels. 


They wear a cap furred like a lambfkin, a pair of 


white bear-fkin breeches, ftockings, fhoes, and 
coats reaching only to their knees, of the fame {kin ; 
over all they hang a black bear’s fkin, the feet dang- 


"ling at the four corners, ‘and.this leans more to the 


left-hand than the right ; it is faftened on the fhoul- 
ders, and to it is tied a quiver of arrows. 
Having bartered all our wares in this country, 


‘and ‘ ftocked ourfelves handfomely with .{fkins, in 


twelve days we returned to our fhips which awaits 


-. ed us at an appointed place on the Borandian coatt. 
Here having ‘put all our purchafes on board, we 
paid of our guide, and embarking in two hours 
after, failed with a fair wiad for Zembla, which 
we camein fight of the next day. In the afternoon 
“. we caft anchor near the fhore, ina good depth; as | 
he weather was clear we could perceive at a dif- 
ance about thirty men, of more barbarous appear- 


ance 


t 


be 
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ance than any we had hitherto met, armed with 
bows and arrows, and bent on their knees. wor- 
fhipping the fetting fun. . After fome deliberation 
it was concluded, that each fhip fhould fend out 
its long-boat, filled with men, well armed for their 
defence, in cafe of their being attacked. by thefe fa- 
vages, with whom they were to endeavour to drive 
fome trade. I was one of the number difpatched 
upon this fervice ; and we were no fooner. landed 
than the favages fuddenly rofe, and difcharged 
their arrows at us; after which they fled with pro- 
digious. {fwiftnefs, the volley having been made at 
too great a diftance to do us any harm. . 
We purfued them as faft as poffible, in hopes 
to have made one or two prifoners, by ufing whom 
well, and afterwards letting them go, we hoped 
to ingratiate ourfelves with the reft; but they out- 
{tripped our beft endeavours; we loft them near a 
hill covered with fnow: however, we continued 
our march into the country till we cameto a rifling 
ground, wherein was erected the idol called Feti- 
zo, from which one of our people who had been 
here before informed us, the, devil fometimes de- 
livered oracles, It was a reprefentation of a human 
figure, moft wretchedly cut in wood, and’ before it 
‘sere two Zemblians on their knees, who, the mo- 
ment they beheld us, retreated precipitately into an | 
adjoining fir-wood, and as night came on faft, we 
did not think it quite fafe to follow them, but 
agreed to retire till next morning to our fhips. 

. ‘That night I was taken with a violent vomiting 
and pain in my head, which lafted three hours, af- 
ter which my throat was fo very fore that I could 
fwallow nothing ; the glands were very much fwel- 
led, and fo were.my gums; my teeth were loofe,, 
my legs could. {carcely fupport me I was fo weak-s, 
my ftomach was quite gone: I was troubled. with: 
a conftant fever; my body itched extremely from 
| head 
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head to foot, and [ had befides an ebullition of 
blood. My breath was fhort and offenfive; and 
to quench my thirft I ufed vinegar and water mix. 
ed; but finding in two days that my diftemper did 
not flacken, and knowing that it muft arife from 
the pituitous glands being inflamed, partly by cold, 
and partly by eating falt meats, whereby the other 
humours were infected, Labftained ftom every thing 
that was falt, drank a {poonful of brandy and fyrup 
of liquorice mixed, every hour, gargled my throat 
_ conftantly either with brandy or vinegar, and rub- 
bed my mouth with mel rofat. Moft of our thip’s 
crew were afflicted with the fame diforder; but by 
obferving the above method of treating it, in fifteen 
days time I cured them and myfelf too. 

Our other fhips complained of the fame: in- 
fection, and two people in one of them died under 
the furgeon’s hands, who eflayed the cure by purg- 
ing and bleeding without fuccefs, Upon thisa con- 
fultation was held, in. which I recommended my 
procels, fupporting its efficacy by proof: it was ace 
cordingly adopted, nor did it fail in the leaft, 

I have obierved, in the courfe of my practice, 
that bleeding and purging are of no ufe in caco- 
chymical cafes, or thofe caufed by an abounding 
of ill humours in the blood, but often hurry the 
patient out of life; for they weaken the fight, de- 
bilitate the nerves, diminifh the natural heat, and 
confume the radical moifture; however, 1 would 
not be underftood, to condemn bleeding entirely : 
no;-for IL look upon it to be neceflary in all hot 
or ‘plethoric cafes, twice or thrice.- | 

Our crews, excepting .three or four, and they 
were on the mending hand, being all recovered, 
we fet fail with a fair wind. for Weygatz, to fith for 
_fea-horfe, having been fixteen days on the coaft . 

of Zembla, We were three days looking out for 
_ fith without catching any, tho’ we had our long- 
| bs AS ty boats 
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boats ready with eight men, befides rowers, armed: 
with harpoons and other neceffary tackle, always: 
on the watch : however, on the third day they dif-. 
covered three fifth, one of them having a large horn 
of his forehead; the latter they ftruck with their 
harpoons, and then giving him rope enough on 
each fide, retired, that they might be out of his. 
reach during the time of his ftrugeling; but he foon 
grew very weak, and they cut off his head, flinging 
the body, which is neither good for meat nor oil, 
into the fea. © People fith for the fea-horfe only. 
on account of his teeth and horn, which are dear- 
er than thofe of the elephant, becaufe they are 
whiter, and not fo apt to turn yellow. - The horn 
of this that-we took was ten feet long; it was hea- 
vy, and from the root, which was as ‘thick as a 
man’s fhoulder, to the top, gradually decreafed, 
wreathing handfomely all the way. One-of the 
other boats coming too clofe upon the other fifth, 
in order to make fure of him, and not retreating. 
properly, was overturned by his tail, wherewith he 
began to lath with prodigious fury on feeling the 
harpoon; two of the men. were drowned by this. 
accident; however we took the fifh, and tho’ it no. 
way recompenfed the lofs of our failors,, yet it was 
a good prize, the teeth being very large and beau-. 
tifully white. ~~ . | z 
We were four days after this adventure without: 
meetino-any more, and were preparing to fhift our 
{tation when we {pied four well fized fithes, three of’ 
which we took, and'in twelve hours.after difcovered 
five more, one of them horned ; but he efcaped with 
two of hii companions, and immediately after we: 
{track another, each of whofe jaw-teeth, weighed 
twenty-nine pounds. Two days after we caught: 
five more, among which was one with'a horn; - 
but it was'a {mall fifh, not quite feven feet long, 
We were five days from. thie time without per-- 
; ceiving: 


s 
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ceiving any fifh,/whereupon we took the advan-, 
tage of a north-eaft wind to fail towards Weygatz, 
with fome hopes of paffing thofe ftreights; a courfe 
which, if once completed, would fhorten the paf- 


. fage to the Eaft Indies by three fourths. but when, 


we had made about thirty-fix leagues therein, we 
were fo-encumbered with ice, and furrounded with 
thofe icy mountains covered with {now that always 
lie at the mouth of the Frozen Sea, and are known 


_ by the name of Pater Nofters,. that we could not’ 


proceed. Hence do thefe ftreights derive their 
name, Weygatz, which fignifies in Englith Impaf- 


- fable. We came to anchor clofe to the land, on 
' the eaftern coaft of Zembla, where one of our fea- 


men going afhore was ftruck down bya bear which 
came behind him; and had we:not happily feen it, 


and fhot the bear dead, he would certainly have 
been deftroyed. This accident deterred the reft 


of our crews from venturing on land. Shortly after 
three other bears came to the fide of the fhip, and. 
one of them got aboard of us, tho” we cut off the 
paws of the fecond, whereby he was difabled, and 


‘fhot the third with a fuzee; a failor who happen- 
-ed to be near him when he mounted roared out 


dreadfully, on which we. took up the firft offen- 
five weapon that came to hand, and the favage foon 
fell under the multitude of our blows; befides this, 


we fired at and killed two others that {wam towards 


fo many dreadful enemies to deal with, we ftood 


us. We thought that this flanghter would have 
prevented any more attacks of the fame natures, - 
but we were miftaken: in a few hours after, ten 


or twelve moré came as far tox-ards us on the ice 
as they could, and then took the water, making 


diretly for the fhip, every one of which we thot, 
dead; but, like the hydra-head, the more we 


-brought.down the greater number poured upon us - 


from the cloud-capped hills; fo that finding we had 


As over 
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over again to the weft coaft of Zembla, and got — 
clear off Weygatz Streights with aneafterly breeze — 
in fifteen hours, not without great danger fromthe ~ 
many concretions of ice that oppofed our way, and 
made it very troublefome. : 


® 


CHAP. IX. 


Some of the crew go afbore on an ifland in the fireights | 
of Weygaiz, where they kill a great number of fowl: 
_ the bird called a penguin deferibed: they afterwards — 
<. land upon Nowa Zembla, and feize fome of the na- 
tives: their firange kind of boats: coats made of 
thefkins of fowls: the inhabitants a defpicable race: 
a furprifing phenomenon in the heavens: a violent 
_ fterm forces them on the coaft of mount Hecla: the 
author goes ta examine the mountain, cnd 1s in dane 
ger of fuffocation : of the furprifing properties of two 
fountains on the ifland: the abfurd noiton of fome— 
people about hell being tn mount Hecla : the nature 
of the foil of Iceland explained, and its barrennefs 
_ accounted for : an account of the drefs, manners, and 
cuftoms of the Icclanders ; their propenfity to necra- 
~ mancy: a waterfpout defcribed, of which they are 
in fome fear: the fbips arrive in Denmark and 
unlade at Chriftianhaven : this journal concludes 
with fame conjeciures relating ta the unicorn’s horny, 
and abfervations thereon. 


OME of our crew landed on a verdant ifland 

x.» at the mouth of thefe ftreights, covered with 

' fir and juniper, where:we {hot and knocked down 
above fixty penguins, which we carried on board 
with'us. This isa bird not higher but much lar- 
ger than a {wan, with a fharp beak, under which 
begins a gullet that reaches to the middle of the 
breaft, widening as it extends, in which they ftock _ 
Bes i oi ; ve their: 9m 
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their provifion, and.take it out to eat as they have © 
- occafion; they have webbed feet like a goofle, and 
- are of a brown colour; their fleth is well-tafted, 
_ fomething like a wild duck, but fatter and more de- 
_ icious; they were the beft regale we had in our 
_ whole voyage. Before we dreffed them we were 
_ forced to take off the fkin, which is! thick and 
very tough, ae | 
_ After having tarried at this ifland two days, we 

_ heaved up our anchor, .and fet fail with a breeze at 
_ fouth-eaft, which foon cleared us from the Streights 
of Weygatz, and in about thirty hours we found our- 
 felves off that point of land where we had firft feen 
' the Zemblians worfhipping the fun. As the king 
' of Denmark was.very curious to have fome per- 
fect account of the riches and nature of Zembla, 
and for the more eafily acquiring that knowledge, 

' had commanded our officers to bring off fome of 
the natives; we determined to put this order in 
execution, if there wae a poffibility of it, and for 
this purpofe thirty of us, I fay us, becanfe I was 
one in every excurfion that promifed any thing 
curious or new, were divided in the long-boats; 
and we foon faw a Zemblian in his canoe about 
half a league from land, who perceiving that we 

. rowed towards him, made off fo nimbly, that it 
was vain even to attempt overtaking him; for he 
foon gained the fhore, and throwing his boat up- 

on his fhoulder, fled with the {peed of a ftag; nor 

did he feem encumbered either with his boat, or a 
dart which he grafped in his right-hand. Wefaw 
him mount a hill, and he was quickly out of fight: 

_ however, we foon after difcovered two other Zem- 
-blians farther out at fea, whom with fome difficul. 

ty we furrounded and feized; and when they could 
find no poflibility of efcaping, they fet up a howl . 

» ghore hideous than any thing I had ever heard. — 
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They were aman and a woman, dreffed in cloaths: 
made of the fkin of the fea-calf, with the hair out- 
ward; their waiftcoats were two {kins joined toge- 
ther, reaching down to the knees, and the tails 
hung dangling between their legs; their breeches 
or drawers were very ftrait; the man feemed to 
be about fifty years old, he had no hair on his 
head, but he had a round chefnut beard; the hair 
of the woman, who could not be more than thirty _ 
years: of age, fell down on her fhoulders in twifts ; 
and her nofe and ears were ornamented with pen- 
dants of blue ftones. They were extremely ug- 
ly. ki, wrde ee 
We took the two perfons we had feized into.one 
of our boats, and kept in tow the canoe, which 
was made of the rib-bones of fith artfully joined, 
and neatly covered with fifh-fkins fewed- together, 
being in length fixteen feet, and two feet and a 
half broad; there was a fifh-skin drawn over it, 
leaving only a fmall hole in the middle, in which 
the owner fits, and having drawn the skin tight 
about him on every fide, and tied it round his 
waift, fo that no water can poffibly enter, he takes 
up his oar, and commits himfelf to the mercy of 


_ the waves, without fear of being fwallowed-up. - 


It was in vain for us to ftrive to learn any thing 
from our prifoners, they were fo very ftupid and 
fullen; whereupon thirty of us, taking feveral 
days provifion with us, went afhore and marched 
in two companies, about one hundred ‘yards dif- 
tant from each other; now and then hiding in ca- 
verns under the rocks, and pofting centinels at 
proper places to difcover if any favages approached, 
whom we hoped either to force or perfuade.to 
fhew us their habitations. ia estan 

We were out two days without feeing the {mal- 
left fign of an inhabitant, when at laft one of our 
centinels gave us notice that two, of , them, were 

Ce .  defcending 


~ 
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defcending the hill towards the fea-fide; ‘on which. 
advice, we divided ourfelves in companies, at pro- 
yer diftances, and the Zemblians foon entéred the 
dire without perceiving or fufpecting any treach-. 
ery, until one of our companions fhot off a fuzee, 

a fignal at which we all made our appearances, 
and the favages finding it impoffible to fly, were: 
_eafily taken; they were dreffed much alike, tho’ a 

man and a woman, each had on a ftrait pair of 

breeches, and a fort of waiftcoat, the fleeves reach- 

ing only to the elbows, made of penguin-fkins 

with the feathers on, except fome places in the hin- 

der and foreparts of the waiftcoat, which were 

picked; their ftockings were made of fea calf’s 

fkin with hair on, and they -had caps formed like 

a fugar-loaf. iV 

The male feemed to be about twenty-four years 
old, without any beard either on his. head or chin; 
his face v. as broad, flat and fwarthy ; on his fhoul- 
der he held an axe, he had a bow in his hand, 
and a quiver of arrows hung at his back. The 
female feemed to be about twenty, fhe had a dart 
in her hand, her hair hung in two t.ifts upon — 
each fhoulder, fhe had blue ftreaks on her chin 
and forehead, and in her noftrils, which were 
bored as well as her ears, hung fith bone rings, 
or blue ftones as large as filberds; thofe inher ears 
were not bigger than peafe, 

It v as in vain for us to ftrive to receive the flight- 
eft information from them, either relating to their 
habitations or any thing elfe; they were obftinate 
and fulky, fo we carried them on board, and found. 
they were acquainted with their two fellow prifo- 
ners, tho’ very differently dreffed. Such of the 
natives of Zembla as I faw, are the moft defpi- 
cable fpecies of mankind that can be conceived ; 
they are fhortér and more fquat than the other 
northern people, as ugly as imagination can frame 
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of humanity; with fqueaking voices, and finking 
breaths, caufed by their feeding on flefh - ithout 
falt, ith, and ftinking oil. They waddle like ducks, — 
and never drink any thing but water; they hated 
the {mell of tobacco, would fometimes touch otf — 
brandy with a fort of infipid guft, but would not © 
meddle with’ bread, corned meat, nor beer. The 
wood ‘work of their-bows and darts is heavy, and’ 
of a red bro vn colour, that of their arrows is 
whiter and not fo weighty; their needles, the 
points of their arrows, and their inftruments, as | 
well defenfive and offenfive as others, are very 
neatly cut out of the bones of fifh. 

It being now the latter end of Auguft, the fum- 
_mer decliningapace, thenights growing long, and — 
the cold increafing, we began to think of return- 
ing home, wherefore we held a fouth-weft 
courfe, but were obliged to change, by the wind 
fhifting, and make the coaft of Greenland; where 
we dropt anchor in the midft of the French and _ 
Dutch fleet, etnployedin the whale fifhery. Thefe 
thips feldom lie far from the fhore, for whales, 
which are caught much inthe fame manner as the 
fea-horfe, are commonly found near the land. 
When they are taken, they are cut in pieces, and 
the greafé being fcooped out of the body, it is put 
into a large kettle, where it is melted to oil, in 
huts for that purpofe on the fea.fhore. I faw 
during our ftay here, one whale that yielded three 
hundred and’ fifty pound weight of ufeful bone, 
which together with its oil muft have brought to 
its owners very confiderable profit. Our arrival 
in this place was fortunate for our Zemblian pri- — 
foners, who had pined a good while for want of 
whale oil, without which they could touch no- 
thing, and’our ftore was exhaufted ; but here we 
received afrefh fupply, to their nofmall joy. 

' hid seh 9 


ral 


THE NORTH OF, EUROPE. to 
After having ftaid. on this coaft two. days, we 
weighed anchor with the wind at north-eaft, and | 
about five o’ clock next morning, we faw three funs 
_ in the heavens one above another, fo equally bright 
that it was hard to diftinguith which was the real 
one; this phenomenon was followed. by a very,vio- 
lent ftorm, that forced us-to take in all our fails exe 
cept the mizen, and we continued to drive upon:a 
moft boifterous fea for a day and a night; on which 
failor, who was ordered. aloft upon a look-out, 
- difcovered a.great fire; at which he was terribly 
difmayed ; but the mafter knew it to be Mount 
+ Hecla in Iceland, to which coaft we deterinined 
‘immediately to ftand over, in fearch of an harbour, 
not. being able to-keep the fea any longer. | 
. We came up with the Iceland shore about night, 
and diftinctly faw the flames iffue in abundance 
-from the mountain, accompanied. by a loud’ and 
moft terrifying noife. The fea was fo rough, and 
we knew the coaft to: be fo rocky, that we thould. 
hot have ventured within a league of land, only 
for our pilot, who, being well acquainted with. 
the foundings, undertook to-conduét us to Cape. - 
Heri, where we anchored in fafety. One of our 
company broke her bulk-head.againft a rock, and 
it was well fhe efcaped fplitting; the other re-. 
ceived no damage. A ftrong party of us went 
_afhore at the village of Heri, whence we proceed+ 
- ed to Kirkebar, a large town imlceland, where we 
met eight or nine Danifh merchants, who were, 
furprized and. rejoiced at feeing us; they. enter-: 
_ tained us with excellent bread, meat, and: wine, - 
and told us, that the day before, they had had an 
earthquake fo very violent, that they thought the 
whole ifland would have been fiwallowed up. 
Thefe gentlemen procured. horfes for eight of us,. 
whom. curiofity excited to take a view! of the» 
country, the reft chufing to remain to revel with 
an . ne them ; 


H 
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‘them befides which, they furnithed_us with 
guides and provifion. We travelled two days in | 
bye-ways, rugged and unfrequented, when we — 


found. ourfelves about five miles from Hecla, the «” 


ground being ftrewed with afhes and pumice- 


f{tones, and our guide told us that if we advanced’ 


we fhould fall into pits of fire, the ground beng | 
very loofe, whence we fhould not be able to ex- | 
tricate ourfelves, vt 

All the company were intimidated by the guide 
from proceeding, except a Danifh merchant, who 
had civilly accompanied us, and myfelf, who were 
determined to afcend the hill, as there was no 


fign of either fite or flame; and the weather was 


ferene and calm. © Wherefore leaving our horfes to 
the care of thofe who ftaid behind, we boldly 
ventured forward, determined to reach the top of 
the hill, and were often up to the calves of our 
legs in afhes, which mixed with pumice-ftones lay — 
round us all the way; in a fhort time we fawa 
large flight of crows and vultures, that had their 
nefts near the moyntain-top; but we had fcarcely 
gone half a league, when the ground fhook under 
us, accompanied with a dreadful rumbling noife as 
sf it would burft, at the fame time that the earth — 
on‘every fide fplit‘into chinks, out of which iffued 
bluith flames, that while they impregnated the — 
air with a ftrong fulphureous {mell took away all 
our courage, fo that we turned back much more 


nimbly than we had afcended, for ina quarter of an” | 


hour we traverfed the fame fpace in’ our retreat, 
which we had been more than an hour in clamber- 
ing up from our fetting out. In our way we were 
enveloped in a black cloud of fmoke, that rofe out of 
the mountain, which covered us with foot; and . 
was fo thick that it quite obfcured the light of the 
fan, while flames, afhes and pumice-{tones fell 
every where round us like hail, and our ears were 

3 | alarmed 
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warmed . with. the moft horrid, and -lamentable 
founds, that. were repeated in our ears over and 
over, by the officioufnefs of a multitude of echoes 

. from every quarter of the hill: and now we began 
loudly and heartily to repent of our ill-timed curi-. 
ofity, for we feared every inftant being devoured. 

_ by the chafms gaping every where round us, 

__ Our companions laughed very heartily, when 
they faw our hafte, and our-black frightful ap- 
pearance ; however, they changed their mirth, when 
they perceived us. fall as it were dead at their feet, 

unable to utter a word ; it was fome time before they 
could recover us, by rubbing our hands, noftrils, 
and temples with vinegar; at length however we 
revived, and when we defcribed our danger, they 
allowed our efcape was miraculous. At the foot of 
Mount Hecla we found a pumice-ftone as large as 

-ahogfhead, and our gitide told us he had not only 
feen fome much larger, and too heavy for ten men 
to ftir, but alfo the volcano fometimes caft up 
‘water inftead of flames, and at other times pumice- 
ftones and afhes. _ wh 

From Mount Hecla we had a three hour’s ride 
to two fountains about thirty yards diftant one from 
the other; one of which is fo cold, that it turns 
every thing that touches it into iron,-and I tried it by - 
putting into it part ofa {mall cane, which, fo far down 

“4s it was immerfed in the water, was to my great 
furprize tranfmuted into a matter as heavy as iron; 
all the properties almoft of which it had acquired, 

_ At about ten yards diftant from the other foun- 
tain, which is boiling hot, we fawa parcel of ani- 
mals of ared colour, about the bignefs of ducks, 
frifking on the furface; which immediately dived 
to the bottom when we came, in view, and rofe up 
again, when we were out of fight;. this they al- 
ways do, as our guide informed us, and there ne- 

Wer was a poffibility of catching them; for it is 
their way to keep the top of the water when no 

MeecneV,* Ki body 
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body is in fight, but to fink to the bottom, which 
is fixty fathom deep, if his report is to be believed, — 
when any perfons approach. an 


From this fountain ‘we travelled to the fea fide, © 


‘within ‘half a league of which we could hear the | 
moft* ‘piteous lamentations moaning all along 


the coait; thefe founds have the tone of a hu- — 


man ‘creature ‘complaining, as if in agony, and 
that in fo doleful a manner as to make the 
blood thrill, and imprefs the boldeft heart ‘with 


fear. Thefe imaginary complaints are caufed by — 


the apitation of the ice and the water; which be- 


ing driven violently againft the rocks by the wind, — 


produces this terrifying noife, and itis confiderably” 


augmented by the echoes of the many neéighbour- 


ing caverns. Our curiofity led us to take a view of 
thofe floats of ice, which bound only this part of 
the ifland, coming upon the coaft in June and go- 
ing away in September. ‘The people of Iceland — 
believe, and our guides would fain have perfuaded 
is into the fame notion, that this fea is the recep- 


tacle of the damned, whom the devils here im-_ 


merfe in the moft piercing cold, after having kept 
them a while burning in Mount Hecla; and in this: 
tranfition from heat to cold, and from cold to heat 
alternately, fay they, confifts the torments of the 
‘damned. | i 

Thither by harpy-footed furies hall’d, 

At certain revolutions, all the damn’d a 

Arebrought, and feel by turns the bitter change 


Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more — 


N RERC ES "5° 
From beds of taging fire, to flarve inice ~ 


Their foft ethereal warmth ; and there to pine | 


Immoveable, infixed, and frozen round, 
_ "Periods of time ; thence hurried back to fire. 
On the 16th of September we returned back to” 
Kirkebar, where having tarried a few hours, we 
went on board, and found in our fhips the gover 
nour | 
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hour of the ifland, and a bithop; who came to 
pay us a vifit. , 
__. On the ‘roth, taking the advantage of a nor- 
therly wind, we fet fail from Iceland: an ifland 
_ abounding im cattle, and ‘having plenty of rich 
. pafturage, among which grows an herb called 
Caitophe, of which the herds would eat till they 
burft, were they permitted to feed as long as they 
_ thought proper, wherefore they are ftinted to 2 
certain quantity ; and tho’ the fields look very 
_ green and pleafant, yet fo'violent is the cold kept 
up by anorth-eaft wind, which blows very hard, 
_ that no manner of wheat or grain fit to make 
bread will ever ripen here, but perifhes in the 
“ground or in the bud. phage OEE 
The iflanders male and female are very ugly and 
| footy complexioned ; they drefs like the Norwe- 
gians,.in coats made of the fkin of the fea-calf 
with the hair turned outward, their linen being 
coarfe packing cloth; they lie under the fame — 
‘roofs with their cattle, in caverns hewn under the 
rocks, or in cottages of a very forry appearance, 
built either with wood: or fith-bones, and covered 
with turf, in the manner of thofe of Lapland: the 
whole family lie in their cloaths upon a common 
bed of hay or ftraw, and cover themfelves warm. 
with fkins; they live by fifhing, are very brutal 
and fluttifh, and moft of them pretend to necro- 
-mancy. Itis faid that the devil, whom they wor- 
Ship under the name of Kobald, appears often 
to them in a human fhape. They have a fort of 
houthold god cut out of wood, the figure of which 
is very hideous; to this they pay a very conftant 
homage, but that privately, they ftanding in fome 
awe of the Lutheran priefts, who endeavour to 
| inftru& them in the principles of Chriftianity ; but 
“notwithftanding appearances, few are ever really 
tonverted, ee ee 
aren? K 2 . In 
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In a few days the wind blowing hard, we came i 
jn fight of Talfo, a promontory on. the coaft of | 
Norway, about four leagues from the fea, on | 
which there isa {mall city and a ftrong caftle; we — 
coated along the fhore, about twelve hours, be- 
ing now fure. of making: land, when the wind 


while it continued, we were alarmed: by a water- 
fpout to the fouth-wedt of us, which we didour beft | 
to avoid, by furling all our fails and lowering our i 
yards ; however, we were relieved from our appre- fa 
henfions by its breaking about two leagues fromus. — 


The water-{pout is a black cloud formed like a ql 


column between the fky and the furface of the : 
water, which when it breaks, difcharges a prodi- | 
gious cataract of water, and would immediately fink — 
any fhip to the bottom, on which it fhould chance ~ 
to fall. The wind coming about again in our fa- 
vour, we. made the city of. Copenhagen in ten 4 
days ; there having falutedjthe caftle, we dropped 4 
anchor, put out our boat, and went afhore, welll 
pleafed again to fee our native fouls is ae a 
In two days after, our fhips were ordered up to« 
Chriftian-haven, where they were unladen, and | 
their cargoes not only gave content, but were.of © 
{pecial advantage to. the owners; one of which 
_ prefented his Danith majefty with the two horns, z 
which were efteemed as invaluable curiofities, be- | 
ing thonght the real unicorn’s horn;, they were | 
ordered to be depofited in the. treafury chamber, 
~ and the merchant who carried them to court. was 
not only honoured with a gold chain, to which his | 
_majefty’s pifture was affixed, but alfo allowed to 
trade for a certain term of years, cuftom free ; be= 
4des which the king was pleafed to promife the 
; company | 


] 
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eompany in general many extraordinary privileges. ~ 
*- We'carried*the Zemblians with us to court, the 
Oddnefs of whofe drefs and the ftrangenefs of 
whofe figures gave the king fome diverfion; and 
indeed they were objects that engroffed general at- 
tention; the fteward of the royal houtfhold was 
ordered to provide them with proper lodgings, and 
‘take care that they were inftruéted in the Danifh — 
language; by which it was hoped they might be 
induced to give fome account of Zembla, to be re- 
lied upon better than any hitherto publifhed; but 
- -Fnever heard that they afforded that fatisfaction.. 

: Now before I clofe this little journal, allow me 
to obferve that I believe there is no, other uni- 
‘corn’s horn than what is found: in the head of the 
» fea horfe ; and that the virtues of it are nothing © 
near fo great as have been reprefented.: for my part 
~Tcannot help declaring it to be my opinion, that 
‘fome. authors who have: pretended to treat of the 
nature and properties of theunicorn, have prefent- 
ed us with creatures of theirown invention, rather 
‘than pi€tures drawn from nature; and others, but 
‘particularly Marco Paulo the Venetian, have con- 
founded the unicorn with the rhinoceros. Pliny 
~tells'us, that the unicorn is like a bull, {peckled 
“-with white fpots; and Munfter fays, it is of a 
weazel-colour, refembling a colt of about three 
years of age, Philoftorgius gives her the head of 
va dragon, the beard of a goat, the neck and feet — 
sef alion, the fkin of a {nake, and the body of a 
flag. Heliodorus fays, fhe is: fo nimble that- fhe 
-outftrips the hunter’s fwifteft paces; and Louis 
Paradis, who gives a ftrange defcription ‘of her, 
sinforms us that fhe is fometimes taken, and that 
then fhe is fed with peafe, beans, and-lentils; but 
-from the ftricteft confideration, all the accoynts 
-feem calculated rather to excite. admiration than 
Ntoideclare thestruthiuacsine .waPy fet tM: lb ouk 
‘eae rf BK za Some 
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Some henbeivie Menseirs relating to the, | 
| ‘Affairs of Russia. . 


CHAP. X. 


A brief character of the enfuing anecdotes relating to 
Ruffia : the prodigious extent of the czars domini- 
ons: their mines and various commodities :, the vaft 
quantities of wax and honey produced bere: Hf | 
manner of travelling in this country: the Ruffi 
- ignorant and miftruftful: their great averfion re, 
learning: their religion, and the different cerema- — 
nies: their great eruelty to their wives: a trick. 
put upen the czar Alexis Michaelowitz by. one of his 
principal courtiers: the education of the prince 
royal of Ruffia Parmewlent frrange, . 


~~ 


contained both in this.and the. foregoing 
journal, may well atone for fome few in- — 
accuracies that may here and there have crept into 
them: there is an air of fincerity, anda ftrength — 
of judgment runs thro’. the whole that’ ought. to — 
render them valuable. Tho’ this account of Ruffia 
is prior to the reign of Peter the, great, who laid 
the firft foundation of polifhing the inhabitants, yet _ 
they being naturally a brutal, obftinate, and ftupid — 
people, this reformation bisa not yet eftablithed — 
itfelf in the inland provinces, at leaft entirely; fo 
- that this may ftill be taken for a very lively piraure 
of them, 

The czar’s dominions are the largeft of any po- | 
tentate in Europe, | exclufive of his Afiatic poflef- — 
fions, which are very, extenlives : they lie between | 

é fortys 
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farty-feven and feventy-two degrees north latitude, 
and twenty-three and fixty-five eaft longitude’; 
and as they contain fuch a vaft tract of ground, the 
air muft confequently differ asthe climates change ; 
the fouthern provinces and the heart of the coun- 
try are temperately warm, and tho’ the latter is co- 
vered with fnow during fix months in the year; 
_ and the frofts in winter are continued, yet on the 
breaking up of the weather, and melting of the 
{now, the foil, which is very fertile, produces all 
manner of vegetables | in a furprizingly fhort {pace of 
time; and from hence the northern parts of the em- 
- pire are fupplied with provifion ia plenty, being in 
- themfelves very barren and thinly peopled, over- 
run with forefts, bogs, barren fands, and mo- 
 raffes, and lying nine monthgat leaft under fnow. | 
In the beginning of winter, the north-eaft wind, - 
_ fharpened by the vaft tracts of fhow and ice over 

which it fweeps, renders the air extremely cold; 
’ nor are the fouth gales lefs fevere, when the fnows 
are fallen in that quarter. 
~ Ruffia is a level country, except to the north- 
ward, where the mountains of Stolp arife; it pro- 
duces corn, flax, pitch, tar, turpentine, fir, and ° 
oak} and has. good mines of filver, ead) and 
don, whereby they are enabled to export large : 
“quantities of fire-arms. Their trade in furs is fo 
‘very great as to furnith, yearly, lading for a thou- 
fand foreign fhips in that fingle article; they alfo 
carry on a confiderable traffic, by land-carriage, of 
camels, with China and’ the Eat Indies, whereby 
the crown is a confiderable gainer, Wax and 
“honey are in great plenty in this part of the 
“world, and by this alone many people amafs good. 
fortunes. They cut down trees in the woods, 
and dividing, hollow them, after which they ftop 
| up each end with wax, leaving only a fmall opening 
Sind the bees to enter; by the old laws of Raia, 
Ki 4 5 whch 
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every,man who prepares a tree in this manner, fe- | 
cures his property in it, nor will any body pretend 
to.alienate it. 
In’ the fouthern a eaftern- parts, they have — 
fheep, camels, and a {mall but very hafdy breed of | 
horfes; and to the northward, wild fowl, fifth} | 
rain-deer, and the different animals whofe skins are 
valuable, are’ found in abundance; their principal ~ 
‘liquors is a {pirit diftilled from rye, which’ they 
prefer to any import of the fame nature, and a — 
‘ftrong fort of mead extra€ted from honey. Inthe | 
middle of Ruffia, they travel with fledges drawn — 
by horfes, which are changed every fourteen of | 
fifteen. miles; but farther north, they ufe therein: 
deer, and when the wonderfal, the almoft incre-~ | 
dible expedition of thefe animals is confidered, . 
one cannot avoid expreffing fome furprize that the | 
court of Ruffia does not take the trouble of exa- | 
mining more accurately than hitherto, the diffe: — 
rent provinces fubfervient to its power; which 
might eafily be done with the affiftance of this ani- 
mal, which fweeps over the tra¢ts of frozen land, — 
fwifter than a race horfe on full ftretch over the 
cleareft fod. ~ | 
So very miftruftful are the Riiifiarts atid fo little 
knowlege have they in matters either temporal or | 
fpiritual, that they fufpect every perfon who makes 
the leaft inquiry into their principles or government, 
and yet they cannot tell why they do fo; and this 
jealous difpofition throws almoft infurmountable 
. difficulties in the way of him who travels into 
Mufcovy, either to improve his knowledge, or to 
gratify his curiofity. ; 
A public grammar {chool was erected by the 
reigning czar in 1560, about which time printing 
was alfo introduced, but it was foon overturned. 


thro’ the malevolence of the ‘priefts, who are ig-. | 


norant and illiterate, ae only people of unm 
| blamable 
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_ blamable converfation fele€ted from among the 
laity ; they had fufficient forefight to perceive that 
the fuccefs of the {fchool would contribute to the ~ 
- increafe of knowledge, whereby their power might 
be undermined ; and they prevented it. A. prieft 
- of Chioff, having by his prayers, effected the re- 
‘covery of the great duke from a violent fit of fick- 
nefs, the Mufcovites were thereupon induced ‘to 
embrace the Chriftian religion. Their? liturgy is 
taken from the Greeks ; it is read i in the Sclavonian 
language, which is as little underftood among them 
as the Latin is among the common: roman catho- 
lics. 

Their churches are built like thofe of the Greeks, 
and are ornamented with piétures; they were for- 
merly. fet off with images adorned in the moft: 
{plendid manner; but thefe, by the ecclefiaftical 
_ regulations now prevailing, are entirely forbid ; 

and bending the knee before them, as the Roman 
catholics do, is termed idolatry... At prayers, they 
-proftrate themfelves on the earth, and {pend whole 
nights in the church at devotion, at the eve of 
certain particular feftivals. They often. throw. 
themfelves on the ground, beating their. heads, 
~ againft it, and then making the, fign of the crofs. 
There are intervals of their divine fervice, in which; 
they difcourfe of temporal affairs; and the empe- 
tor, who. always affifts at, public worfhip attended 
by his whole court, difpatches. bufinefs.at the fame: 
“time; he is, generally angry with, any of his people 
~ whom he miffes at church. 

_ The Ruffians -miftake maple for fycamore, and: 
adorn their churches with it at Whitfuntide,. be-. 
lieying that, as manna. fell on. the oak leaf in the: 
defart, the Holy Ghoft defcends. on. thofe boughs, 
when they are proftrate on. the floor: they are 
_ forbidden, by a late injunction, the ufe of mufical 
| inftruments j in their churches. Three hours afteg. 
i a ERAS CA. Rey aos 
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fun-rife, they celebrate a form of prayer called 
obedni ; one after fun-fet, called vackerny; and a 
third ‘called zaoutrings, an hour after midnight. 


~The obedni is, “ Have mercy upon me, O | 
“ Lord, according to thy loving kindnefs, and _ 


<< blot out my tranfgreffion, according - to thy 
<< greatneds, and multitude of thy bounties:’ 
Thevackerny is, ‘*O Lord, hear my prayer arr 


“I call upon thee, and let my cry come unto ~ 


« thee.” 


The zaoutrings is, ‘* We a our truft in Chrift 


“© our Saviour,’ and all our. hope is in him.” 
~. They repeat “‘ miferere,” by them called,“ hof- 
‘* pedy pomelee,” an hundred times over.;. and 


_ that prieft, is reckoned the beft, who can “fay it a 


fafteft; five or fix of them read together i in a very 


confufed manner, one conning a prayer, another — 


~ galloping thro’ a chapter, a third fpoiling a 
‘pfalm, and fo on. Every prieft is called pope, 
which implies father, as pope or father Paul; pope 
Nicolas, a bifhop,. is diftinguifhed by the name-of 
metropolitan, and the patriarch or chief prieft is 


i 


filed proto-pope : the parifh. priefts are diftin- b 


guifhed in their drefs, from the laity, only bytheir 


- bald pates being covered with a red leather cap, | 


and two {mall pieces of ftuff tacked upon each — 


breaft ; they wear blue, red, yellow, or whatever 
disleaap they like-beft. ‘The crown of their heads 
is always kept fhaven, but they never curtail the 


reft of their hair, nor their beards: they mufthave _ 


wives, but only one, according to St. Paul’s rule, 


during the whole life, for which reafon they ufe — 
their wives with great tendernefs, as their prieft- _ 


hood ceafes. when, the wife dies. 


In,baptizing, the ceremony is much like that of — 


the’ church of Rome, but with this difference, 
that they immerfe the whole body of the child in 


she water: they sorely ufed to buy. infidels on 


purpofe 
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‘purpofe to oblige them to become Chriftians, but 
this cuftem has, for fome years paft, been’ abo- - 
lifhed. “Whoever chufes to make public profeffion 
of their religion, whether Proteftant or Papift, 
muft renounce his: former baptifm, together’ with 
his father’ and mother, and: {pit three times over 
jis fhoulder.. Some antient inhabitants of the 

country have obferved, that of a great number of 
 Englifh, Scotch, and Dutch, who: have ‘abjured 

‘their own, and acknowledged the Ruffian i sid 

‘fcarcely one has died a'natural death. : 

Moft of the Mufcovite marriages are asterithed 
— upon without much ‘ceremony ; the woman-is: firft 
. “examined ftark naked by five or fix of' her friends, 

_ and if they find any bodily defe&t; they endeavour 
sto cure it. Perhaps the bridegroom never fees her 
“till he comes to be joined with her for life: the 

‘nuptial folemnity is brief; when the prieft has tied 

‘the knot, the fexton throws hops on‘her, and 
*wifhes her to prove as fruitful as that plant; ano- 

‘ther officer of the church in a goat’s skin coat with 

the hair outward attends: her homie, fhe being led 

by old women, covered up fo clofe that. not any 

‘part of her isto be feen, and he prays all the way, 

that fhe may have as many children as there are 

‘hairs on his coat; the parith prieft carries the crofs 

all the way before her, from the church to her‘hut- 
band’s houfe, who is efcorted: by a company” of 

young men. 

“While the new-married | abuse! are at table, 
where bread and falt is laid before.them, a chorus 
of boys and girls fing an epithalamiui’ fo grofly 
‘impudent, that it is intolerable to a virtuous ear ; 
‘after this ceremony, the bride and bridegroom are 

‘conduéted to their bed-chamber, by an old woman, 

~ who advifes the wife to obey het hufband; ‘the 
~hufband to love his wife: then the bridegroom fits 
apelin and bids her chufe one of his buskins, to> 

has draw - 
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draw off, having in one of them a whip, -and in | 
the other a purfe of money or a jewel; if the © 


-happens.to pitch on, that in which the latter isy it | 


is thought a happy omen; but fhould fhe lighton 


the whip, itis interpreted into, bad luck, andthe — 


hufband gives her a lafh with it, as, a token of 
what fhe.is to expect; after this ceremony, they _ 
are left alone for a couple of hours, and ‘then.the — 
old women return and examine whether the figns 4 
of virginity are apparent; in which cafe, fhe ties 
up the hair that before hung loofe over her fhoul- | 
ders, and goes to the mother to demand the mar- _ 


_ Ylage portion. 


The. Ruffians ufe their wives with great aise 
manity, tho’ of late YARN they are fomething re- | 
formed in this particular ; and it has been known — 
‘that a. tradefman of Mofcow has burned his wife — 
to death in a {mock dipped in {pirits of wine, 
having firft beaten her very feverely; yet he was 
never once, called to an account for the murder: 
the laws of Ruffia not deeming a wife’s death, in 
confequence of the hufband’s correétion, any of- 
fence.. They fometimes tie them by the hair of © 
the head to a beam, and whip them to death :. but 
thefe fevere punifhments are feldom adminiftered 
except. it be for adultery and drunkennefs, and 
now feldom or never; becaufe the. bridegroom i is a 
obliged to fign certain marriage-articles, whereby 
‘he binds himfelf to treat his wife according to her _ 
quality; to allow her good. meat and drink, and 
neither whip, fcratch nor kick her. 

The woman who kills her hufband, is hacked 
in the earth up to the neck, and fo left to expire. 
‘Few, marriages are performed here without being at- 
tended with charms and conjurations; and itisfaid — 
by exorcifms of this nature, a man hasbeen prevented _ 
from enjoying his wife; however, he may recover | 


his virility, and overcome thele reftriGtions by the 
affiflance i 
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-saffittance of» the. white magician, ‘ who. may be 
-procured fora {mall fum ofmoney. «The canon 
law forbids the conjugal cothmerce on Mondays, 
»Wednefdays, and Fridays,’ and) whoever  tranf- 
ogreffes it, muft bathe before: he enters the ‘church- 

~~ yporch: theman that takes to himfelf'a fecond wife, 
\muft not-enter the church farther than the door; 
vand he, whoymarries a third time, is excommuni- . 
-ieated. ‘If a woman. is’ barren;: the hufband is at ° 
_ liberty to beat her into a humour of retiring to’a | 
.-convent, if fair means won’t induce her. When 
_ «the czar of Mufcovy has‘a mind to marry, ‘he doés 
it among his own people; the moft beautiful young 
women that the empire affords arefought for and 
 »prefented to him, and from among them he chufés 
according to his fancy. CE 
.It-is faid that Alexis Michaelowitz, father to | 
‘Peter the firft, was prevented from marrying a very 
handfome girl, to whom he was ftrongly attached, 
-by the contrivance of his chief minifter Boaris 
-Juanowitz, who procured a match between him 
_ and Mary, daughter of Eliah Danelowitz, a man 
of mean origin, but of a good fortune; the was 
a woman of no extraordinary beauty, but witty, 
cunning, and apparently devout and modeft, As 
-the ftatefman knew that openly pretending’ to op- 
pofe the czar’s inclination, might not only be inef- 
feétual, but alfo perhaps purchafe his averfion, -he 
bribed the women who were to prefent the crown 
to the lady whom his mafter had chofen, to tie’ 
her hair fg very hard, as to throw her into a 
‘{woon, whereupon they gave out fhe had the fall- 
-ing ficknefs; and her father who brought her to 
_ court, was accufed of treafon, whipt in an igno- 
‘minious manner, and banithed into Siberia, ; 

_ After this accident, Boaris prevailed’ upon his 
fovereign to efpoufe Mary, and he confented for fear 
‘of being bewitched ; which he was tacitly made to 
&) 7 é believ2 
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believe would be the confequence of his refufal. — 
‘The artful minifter wedded Mary’s filter, hoping to 
agerandize himfelf by this alliance, and to fecure 


his intereft at court upon a foundation not to be | 


fhaken ; but-tho’ he acquired many advantages by — : 


it, he facrificed what was beyond them all, his 


peace. It could not proveotherwife; he was old, | 
confequently jealous; fhe was young and hand- 

fome ; he foon quarrelled with her, and caufed 
Mr. William Barnfley, a Worcefterfhire gentleman, — 
with whom he thought her too familiar, to be ba- 
nifhed into Siberia.. This gentleman after being 
in exile. twenty years, returned to Mofcow; made _ 
-profeffion of the, Ruffian religion, and married a 


~ woman of a very large fortune, with whom he __ 


lived in the moft {plendid manner. 3 
The.czar, by fome chance, difc6vering that the | 
fainting fit of his intended wife was only cafual, it 
grieved. him extremely; he recalled ‘her father, 
and fettled upon him and her a very confiderable — 
penfion; while fhe carefully preferved the ring 
and handkerchief that. he had given her, ‘ii re- 
. membrance of the dignity fhe had been “fo near. 
obtaining ; nor would fhe ever confent to marry, 
tho’ fhe had many confiderable offers made to her - 
none of the'czarina Mary’s relations, not even her 
father or uncle dared to mention their being a-kin — 
to the royal family, tho’ the latter poffeffed fome. 
very confiderable pofts. | PIG: 
The czarowitz, or prince royal, is kept from every 
vulgar eye,, under the care of a few people to whom — 
his education is entrufted, till he is fifteen years’ of 
_ age; when he is publicly expofed in the market 
place, that the Mufcovites may be certain of his 
identity ; for they have had impoftors put upon 
them often: nor will the ordinary fort of people | 
here permit their children to ftand in the way of | 
being gazed_at, becaufe: they: reckon that thereis 
| | ill | 
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_ ill luck in the eyes of ftrangers. They wean their 

infants, who are commonly ftrong and robuft, 
in lefs than a couple of months ; after which, they 
- give them a cow’s dry dug fet either in horn, or 
dilver to fuck; and make them keep {trict fafts at 
‘two years old. . 


. C HAP... Xf. 

 Hardpips laid on the young people of Ruffia: their 
.. fevere fafis: feveral forts of viands deemed by them 
5 impure: of the feveral kinds of mufbroams ufed in 
this country: the advantages of their fafts to the 
(| nation in general: thetr penance: an account of 
: the firft erection of the patriarchal dignity of MMb/- 
cow: Palm Sunday pompoufly celcbrated: a comi- 
cal ftory of an ignorant fervant: eggs prefented at 
Eafier : the women great drinkers: the great de- 
bauchery of the people in general: an account of 
their mufic. et . rh ee 


FYNHE young people who depend either on pa- 
ab rents or fuperiors, dare not upon any ac- 
count refufe the hufband or wife chofen for them. 
And it was in vain for a Dutch widow, who was 
very rich, to plead that fhe had made a vow never 
- to marry again, when Boaris had pitched upon her 
asa good match for one of his friends: the anfwer 
that Boaris’s lady, to whom fhe complained of the 
feverity of his injunction, made, was, ‘* What, 
-* would you difhonour my lord and my hufband, 
_* by making him break his word with his friend, 
~ * and rejeéting his choice ?” | 
They have four general fafts in the year, during 
which time they live on cabbage, cucumbers, and 
rye bread, drinking nothing but quaffi, a liquor 
not fo ftrong as fmall beer; not even tafting fith, 
and reckoning it a tranfgreffion to drink after a 
i i ; Ao oo mas 
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man who has eat flefh; to ufe a knife that has cut 
meat, in lefs than twenty-four hours after, orto 
take any thing, tho’ ever fo effential even to their — 
health, wherein there is harts horn, fugar, or fu- _ 
‘gar candy, or pil. lepor. , os 
There are many forts of viands, which they 
reckon impure, as horfe flefh, veal, elk, hare, and | 
rabbet, neither will they touch affes-milk, mares- | 
milk, nor venice-treacle, becaufe it is partly made of 
vipers flefh; nor any thing in which there is — 
‘mixed musk, civet, or the flefh of the caftor. | 
‘Yet they are no Jews, for they have good bacon, 
and in one of the czar’s magazines, which was 
fometime ago burnt down, were confumed no ~ 
lefs than fix thoufand flitches. | i 
Ruffia produces a great variety of mufhrooms, ~ 
which are a vaft relief to the poor, and form al- 
“ways a courfe at the tables of the rich; there are | 
above a thoufand waggon loads of them fold — 
yearly in Mofcow; among which thereare f{carcely 
ny of thofe that botanifts rank in the clafs of — 
poifons. There is an early fpecies of them called 
the fmitzskies or honey-mufhrooms; Gerrard 
counts them venomous, and calls them fungi fari- 
nofi; they are very dear and ferved up as a great 
delicacy to the tables of all the Ruffian nobility, in 
pies, foups, &c. but the earlieft fort of all are the 
gribbeys, which are brown or rather of a deep yel- 
low, with a tail like a pilafter, and fwelling out in 
the middle. ‘The volnitzies are brown and black, 
with fome red intermixed, they are fharp on the 
top; the growzdys are perforated like a_ honey- 
comb, and thejuice of them is fo very bitter and 
tart, as to caufe very painful blifters in the mouth, - 
if they are tafted before being boiled: and there 
are others of a more lufcious oily nature, diftin- | 
guifhed by the name of mafamies, which figni- | 
Se ad at Ge v4 ead els 
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fies fatjor oily; andthefe laft are fubdivided into 
‘very different claffes. . | ; 

Were it not for their fafts, the Mufcovites would 
be in want of meat often, becaufe they’ fhut up 
their cattle in houfes during five or fix months of 
“winter, nor, were it otherwife, would the peafants 
give themfelves much trouble about increafing 
their ftock; left when they had fo done, their chief 
- fhould carry all away; an inftance of oppreffion 
which is not unufual. They fometimes abftain from 
every fort of food but bread, falt, and cucumbers; 
and their drink is fair water ; they bend their bo- 
dies like a bow, and ftrike their heads againft an 

image, and this isa common penance with them, ° 
__. . The patriarch of Ruffia is the head of the church, 
which was fubjeét to the patriarch of Conftan- 

_ ftinople till 1588; when Hieronomo who--had 
filled the chair very unworthily for fome years, was 
degraded by the Greek clergy. He thereupon came 
to Mofcow from Conftantinople ; and fora certain 

-fum of money to be paid him by the czar Theo- 
~ dore Juanowitz, offered to refign his dignity 
 -to the metropolitan Jacob; to whom accordingly 
he delivered the ftaff and tiara, on the 15th of Ja- 
nuary in the abovementioned. year, in the church 
of our lady, having firft made a laboured oration. 
‘Befides the public ceremony, he gave an in- 
 ftrument in his own hand-writing, confirming 
what he had done; after which, he retired from 
- Mofcow loaded with rich prefents. This patriarch, 
fay the hiftorians who mention the -tranfaction, 
“was a fellow of moft infamous character ; a. liar, .as 
fubtle and as impudent as ever Greece, of which 
-he was a. native,. produced: he had been formally 
-and legally expelled from the patriarch’s chair, and 
confequently had no right to tranfer the dignity. 
with which he pretended to part; however, as it 
fayed a round fum of money to. the-nation, which 
| AAO; - went 
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went before this occurrence “yearly by way of ec- 
clefiaftical tribute to Conftantinople, the czar con 
firmed the.metropolitan Jacob’s election; and the | 
Ruffian clergy no longer acknowledged any other | 
patriarch. of 
No feftival is obferved in Rufia with fo much | 
pomp and ceremony as Palm-Sunday; there is then 
a proceffion of the moft magnificent nature, and 
before it a hundred men are ordered to clean 
the ftreets thro’ which it is to pafs; the czar | 
_affifts at it on foot, dreffed in cloth of gold, his | 


train borne up by the greateft men in the nation, — 


and the whole court attending him. He is imme- — 
diately preceded by the officers of his houfhold, — 
the firft of whom carries his handkerchief upon _ | 
his arm, lying upon another of the richeft em- | 
broidery; heftops at afort of -free-ftone platform, | 
where turning to the eaft, and bending his body | 
almoft double, he fays a few prayers, and pro= | 
ceeds to the church of Jerufalem, which is buta | 
very little diftance from this -refting-place, where | 
he ftays about an hour; in his returm to his palace, | 
the bridle of the patriarch’s horfe refts upon the | 
czar’s arm; the horfe, whofe head is held by a boy 
or roblenial is covered with white linen, and 
- the patriarch, holdinga crofs and diftributing be- 
nedictions, fits fideways upon itlikea woman: the | 
bridle is three ells long, and is fupported by three | 
gentlemen who follow the czar; the patriarch | 
wears a flat cap at that time, edged with ermine, | 
and finely adorned with loops and buttons of gold 
and diamonds; before him are difplayed feveral 
pieces of {tuff each three or four ells-long, anda 
different colour one from another... About five hun- | 
dred priefts affift at this ceremony, all covered with | 
{uch caps as are fometimes feen in the hands of the | 
_ roman. catholic clergy : thofe of them who are near- 
“eft the sensei bear pictures of the holy virgin, | 
ornamented — 


\ 
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ornamented with gold, jewels, and’ beads of pearl? 


and others books and crofles, &c. Some.of them 


carry the gofpels, which are furprizingly valuable; 
a fingle leaf has been known to coft {ix thoufand 
pound. 

The lawyers and other gentlemen carry in their 
hands branches of willow inftead of palm, while 
the proceffion is pafling, in which I fhould have 
obferved there is borne a triumphal arch, contain- 
ing an apple-tree, the fruit of which feveral little 


- boys fixed for that purpote i in the machine, endea- 


vour toreach; the czar’s guards, as well as other 
{pectators, proftrate themfelves on the ground. Af: 


. ter the ceremony, the czar is prefented by the pa- 


_ triarch with a purfe containing a hundred rubles, 


- and perhaps he afterwards honours him with his 
- company to dinner. 


From a niche in the church of Jerufalem, the 


e “patriarch gives his blefling to the people, conclud- 


ing it with thefe words,. ‘* Go and eat nothing for 
‘three days.” Which ‘injunction having been 


heard by a fervant of an Englith merchant, who 


‘was a native of a very diftant province, was un- 
derftood according to ‘the letter, and the poor 


_ fellow abfolutely fulfilled it; however, he {wore 
he would never go to church again to receive the 


patriarch’s blefling, which he rather thought a 
curfe, being almoft ftarved. 

 Eafter is a feafon of great merriment with them, 
‘not only for the bleffing in remembrance of which 
itis obferved, but becaufe it puts an end to ther 
dong and fevere faft; at that time the falute’ is, 


_  Chrift is rifen,” Be the anfwer is, * Yea, he 
“© is truly rifen ;” and they alfo prefent one another 
_with eggs finely painted of blue, red, green, and 


other colours; fome of thefe eggs ‘colt two rix- 


dollars a piece: while this feftival continues, all 


; ae Czar’s houfhold kifs the Past aion s hand; and 


_ 
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to people of the firft quality he gives three eggs; 
to others two, and to thofe of an inferior rank 
ome. f ; a | 
- No merry-meeting is concluded among the Ruf- 
fians without drunkennefs,. and this is fo common: 


even among the women of fafhion, that the ufual — | 


anfwer to a lady’s meflage, inquiring after the 
welfare of her guefts, on the enfuing day, is,. “ I 
‘«« thank- your miftrefs for the good cheer with 
«‘ which fhe entertained me, for I was fo merry 
« that I can’t recollect how I got home.” He — 
who dies without confeffion and extreme unttion, | 
is not allowed Chriftian burial, and there is fome- 
thing ridiculous enough in their ceremony of bu- 
rying ; for as foon-as the breath has left the body, 
it is put_into a coffin, and at the crown of the 
head is laid a piece of bread, that the deceafed | 
may not be hungry on his road to heaven; to pre-- | 
ferve him from being fatigued, a pair of black 
fhoes are put on the feet; for his other neceflary 
expences, fome fmall pieces of money are put into 
the mouth; and in one hand is lodged a fcroll of 
paper direéted to St. Nicholas, and figned by the | 
parith prieft, who therein afferts the deceafed to | 
have been a man of a good life. If he has left | 


behind him a wife, fheisforced not only toappear — | 


inconfolable herfelf, but to hire other women to | 
mourn for her; who in a very difmal ftrain of las “| 
- gnentation afk fach queftions as thefe : Pes 

“* Ah! my dear! why did you die ? wherefore 


« did you leave us? had you not a wife who was a 


“‘ exceedingly dutiful? did not fhe bring forth 

“* handfome-children and take good care of your 

“* houfe ? was the not kind and lovely? I am fure 

‘* ver let you want for good brandy? had you not 

‘< as much as you could poffibly drink ?”” nd 
ore aes] Ae Ht 


fhe did all in her power to.ferve you? and ne- | 
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- Itfeems they look upon brandy to be the liquor 
of immortality, and they have a fort fo very ftrong, 
that it is faid to take fire inthe mouth, {fo that they 
have generally milk at hand wherewith to quench it ; 
and without this remedy, the country people ima- 
gine themfelves in great danger. ‘The carnival is 
celebrated by the Mufcovites in the moft debauched 
manner, and they drink fo hard the week imme- . 

_ diately preceding Lent, that one would imagine 

_ they were laying in a ftock for life. Many of 

_ them going home after having taken in more than 

they can bear, fall down in the fnow, and are fro- 

_ zen to death; and if they chance to be found by 
any of their acquaintance in that condition, it is 
a great chance if they are relieved; for fhould 

_ they expire in the hands of the affiftant, heis ex- 

amined by a perfon called the judge of the Zemfy 

_. precaufe, who makes him pay dearly for his cha- 

i rity. M ‘ 

Bax hse are few carnivals without two or three 
hundred fuch accidents, and-it is not uncommon 
to fee nine or ten dead bodies of people, who have 
perifhed in this manner, drawn all together upon 
one fledge; one perhaps with a piece gnawed 
from the fhoulder or the face, and another of 
‘which nothing is left but bones: thofe that expire 
thus, are either left two or three days in a certain 
public place to be owned, or elfe carried to the 

_bogzi-dome or honfe of God, in which is a vaulted 
‘cave, wherein perhaps three or four hundred car- 
calles lie at one time, and thefe the priefts inter 

one after another in St. John’s church yard ; after 

which the grave, for a whole month, is only co- 
-vered with a thick mat to keep out the rain, and 

“the prieft reads a pfalm over it oncea day. The 

 facred images kept in their houfes by the Mufco- 

_vites, were generally coarfe and ugly, and it was 
ufual to anfwer, “* That their gods were not 

| . “ proud, 


/ 


~ 
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* proud,” tofuch as asked why they reprefented 7 
them fo very deformed. When an image was 


_ grown old or difliked ‘by its owner, it was carried 


to him who made it, and with a little money was . 
given in lieu of a new one; in this fort of traffic, 
there never was any thing faid, the vender pufhing 
the purchafer from him without {peaking a word, 
till he offered up to his liking. a 

Thofe that were deemed entirely fete were ; 
flung with a piece of filver into the water, with - | 
this farewell, either, “‘ Adieu, brother,” or, “God | 
** be with you my brother.” If a church chanced 


‘to be burned, they only faid it had afcended ; and 


they faid the fame of their images, which are 
the firft things they fave from a fire. Thefe ima- 
ges they call their St. Nicolafes, and drefs them in 
the moft fplendid manner; giving them often, 
thus ornamented, to the church in which they pay 


their devotions. The priefts caufed a poor wo- 


man’s hands to be cut off for taking a ruby or 
two from an image of her own, which fhe had 
dreffed up when in good circumftances: her dif- 
trefs was very great, fhe had formally reprefented 
it to St. Nicolas, and only asked him to lend her 
thofe jewels, which fhe ‘took becaufe he made no 
reply ; interpreting his filence into confent. The | 
St. Nicolafes that are kept in private houfes are | 
alfo very fplendidly fet off, but it often happens, | 
upon an emergency, that they are ftripped by their 


“owners ftark naked. 


Neither the monks nor nuns of Ruffia aré bound 
down by the ftricteft rules; the former trade in 
horfes, hops, wheat, or any thing they can make 
money of, and the latter go abroad juft when they 
pleafe, ‘taking more liberties than become their fex, 
not to talk of their profeffion. Thofe who are 


pr si heretics are flung from the top of alow | 
3 houfe | 


RELATING TO RUSSIA, ary 

houfe into'a fire made clofe to it, wherein they are 
burned to afhes. » 

A Tate patriarch has forbid the making of mu- 

- fical inftruments, as tending to enervate the people 
and damage the ftate; however, they are fondeft 

of the bag-pipe, and they have a violin witha bel- 
ly like a lute, but they cannot play more than four 
or five notes, their gamut being not at all varied, 

_ for they ufe ga, ga, ge, inftead of fol, fa, la; they: 

borrow it either from the Greeks or Sclavonians = - 

_ their cadences are the moft extravagant in the world, 
_,and nothing can be conceived more ridiculous than 

their wretched imitation of the Italian recitative. 
ft is a little odd: that their mufic fhould be fo 
. wretched,.as they have public fchools wherein it is 
taught to their children with great care and exa&t- 
nefs. The beggars of Mufcovy afk alms, and fet 
_- forth their grievances in a piteousfort of recitative ; 
and this occafioned a Muf{covite ambaflador at the 
_ Hague, for whofe entertainment the beft vocal and 
_ inftrumental performers were provided, to anfwer 
to one, who afked him how he liked the perform- 
ance, “‘ Very well indeed; the beggars’ with us 

‘* difplay their profeffion in the very fame man- 
“ner.” The warlike mufic of thefe people is the 
kettle-drum; they have fome brafs hunting-horns 
and trumpets, which they know not rightly how 
to manage. Dancing they think much beneath 
their gravity; but their Tartarian and Polith flaves 
are called in, to divert their hours of diffipation and 
revelling with uncouth meafures. 

_ The government of Mufcovy is abfolute mo- 
narchy. Here are few written laws; cuftom is the 
Sie rule of the courts of juftice, which are cal- 
ed precaufes, and the fentence pronounced by the © 
— judge, (when he is not bribed, a failing to which 
he is very liable) is decifive. The clerks kneel, tho’ 
they have tables before them, and write their lines 

oh : very 


wy 
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very far diftant from one another, by which means) 
they wafte a deal of paper, and increafe the expence 
of their client, who fuffers as much in the hands of | 
thefe harpies, who are called podiacks, and their, 
principal diack, as if his affairs were under the di-, 
— reétion of an Englifh attorney, Their law-bufinefs, _ 


runs like petition, and the fheets containing it are | 
rolled up, and prefented by the advocate tothe judge,, | 
or to a boyar who fuperintends him, ifhethinkspro- | 


per to fill rhe bench; and. he anfwers by his fecre- _ 
tary, by whom bufinefs is but flowly difpatched, if 

the advocate is not permitted to crofs his palm: the | 
touch of money roufes him from his inattention, — 
and infpires him with expedition, The Ruffian al- 
phabet. confifts of forty-two characters, moft of | 
them Greek. 7 


Cer ath ) sel ee 


Their courts of ‘uftice and ufage of criminals ; their pro- 
penfity.to many crimes of avery horrid nature: thr 

. “prodigious veneration. for St. Nicolas : the manner 
in which great men atone for their rapine: the cha- 
raéler of the Ruffian language: a character of the 
Poles introduced: great barbarity in the Polifh laws: 
the Poles.a very najty pecple : powdering the hatr firft 
 ufed by them: fome account of the cufioms and man- 
ners of the Circaffiens: Ruffia revolts fromthe Tar- | 
tarian government :-a remarkableftory of an Eng- | 


> bib ambaffador. 


3 


PUNE proceedings in general of the Rufifan | 
SG courts of judicature are too confufed for us | 
to pretend giving a diftinét account ofthem. There _ 
is one eftablifhed in every province, the head. of | 
_ which reprefents the czar, and has under him a : 
chancellor, diack or fecretary, fub-fecretaries, &c. 


~~ 


ir 
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¥ the judge is not corrupted, the plaintiff i is almoft ' 
_fure to obtain a verdict in his favour. 


Criminals are feldom condemned to death in 
Ruffia; whipping is a common punifhment; but 


_ they have others to which death is far preferable. 


_Amurder may be bought off for a certain fum ; and 


if no body elfe profecutes a murderer, the’ magif- 
trate never does. Noman can be convi¢ted of 2 


“capital crime unlefs he confeffes it himfelf; but 


the means ufed to force that confeffion are terrible 


indeed ! The criminal firft undergoes the ftrapado ; _ 
if he continues filent, he is lafhed by the common 


executioner with a cat a-nine-tails, fix or feven 
blows of which might kill, if forcibly applied ; 


his fides are fometimes- pierced with red-hot irons ; 
or his bones are. flit, falted, and hanging ftill to 
his body, broiled on a flow fire; fhould he ftill 
prove mute, great pains are taken to cure his 
wounds, and if he furvives, thefe torments are re- 
_ peated after twenty days. At other times the poor 
_ wretch is half flead; and if he bears all out with 
refolution, the hor rid feene is clofed by dropping . 
_ boiling lead. regularly on his head, for that purpofe 
| clofe fhaven. 


A coiner is forced to fwallow fome esl melted, 
of the coin which he counterfeited. <A man who 


fhot an owl in the court-yard-of.the palace, had 
_ his-right-hand and left leg cut off, becaufe fome of 


the fhot chanced to enter the czar’s chamber. Trai- 


tors, after being feverely tortured, Are fext into Si- 


beria, perhaps with their eyes pulled out, or their 


ears cut off, abandoned on the road to perith, 
ra Hanging offenders is a. "practice very. lately intro- 


duced into Ruflia; it was formerly not allowed of, 
| becaufe they fuppofed the foul was thereby for ced 
thro’ the fundament, and that it could not pals that 
way without being. ‘defiled The ctiminal is obli- 
| ae to tie the rope about his own neck, and to 
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fling himfelf off when the executioner bids him. 
Tho’ the office of hangman is not fo reputable here 
as in France, where it confers gentility, if you will, 
believe him who enjoys it, yet it is hereditary, and. 
the father is careful to give his children a true 
knowledge of the trade. Neither fodomy nor bef- 
tiality are here, as in other countries, punifhed 
with death ; to prevent thefe beaftly practices, which 
are too: Common, marriage #s prodigioufly encou- 
raged; for to fach an height had they reached 
fome time ago, that a fellow being furprifed clofe- | 
ly intriguing with a cow, cried out to him who 
caught him in this abominable action, “ Ne mif- 
“< heay;” whichis as much as to fay, “* Do not 
« difturb me;” and from that time forward this 
unnatural crime has been called, ne mifheay. Cri- 
‘minals ufed, till very lately, to be brought to trial — 
at Mofcow, from all parts of the Sa ii which _ 
was expenfive and inconvenient. 

The people who inhabit about Aachang al. and — 
Cola look upon St. Nicholas as a god; and it 
would be.as mtich as a man’s life is worth to feem 
to fufpeét the truth of their affirming that he failed — 
from Italy to a place near Archangel, called St.* 
Nicholas’s Port, upon a millftone. : 

They celebrate feftivals in honour of other faints; — 
but him they hold in the greateft efteem, faying, iad 
was one of themfelves, and a native of Rafiia, ¢€on- 
fequently he muft-naturally have more regard for _ 
them than St. Peter or St. Paul, who never knew 
them. ‘he boyars or great men, who are wealthy, © 
having perhaps amaffed their riches by plundering © 
firangers, or invading the property of neighbopr- 
ing nations, think that, by building churches, which _ 
* they furnifh with a good ring of bells, and ‘feveral i 
richly adorned St. Nicholafes, they expiate all their _ 
offences in the fight of heaven. The Ruffians, — 
except Bieta) who are a Siecd polifhed by trafic 

| “with © 
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“With foreign nations, are all barbarous and brutal. 
_ The language of Ruffia, in which there are forty- 
two characters, fome of them Greek, differs from 
_ that of Poland as the Scotith dialeé&t does from the 


Englifh ; and tho’ the latter is counted more polite. 
and expreffive, it is not in reality lefs harth; for © 


in fome words there are fix confonants together, 
_ Without one intervening vowel, fo that they can- 
not be fpoken without fputtering. . 
_ The Mafcovites cannot go out of the czar’s do- 

Minions without his leave, which is not eafily obtain- 

ed; and this reftrition gives the Poles, who may 


travel whither they pleafe, an opportunity of excell 
tag them in manners: yet the Poles, with all their . 


advantages, are ftill lefs polifhed than their fouthern 
neighbours ; they are proud, ignorant, prodigal, 

oftentatious, and felf-conceited ; they affect fhewy 

horfes and rich furniture, thefe being what firft 

firike the eye; they are willing to entertain ftran- 
Bers, in order to give impreffions of their grandeur, 
for three or four days, but not longer; in that time 
_ they difplay their utmoft vanity, and make their 
- guefts four or five times drunk, for they drink as 
hard, or rather harder than the Ruffians, and there 


“is fcarcely a gentleman in all Poland who has not 


been niaimed or wounded, for they are very quar- 
td * a i 
_relfome in their cups, at fome drunken bout. The 


Jaws of Poland are fo barbarous, that a murderer 


“is only fined in a certain fum of money. To killa 
clown cofts about five crowns, and the price rifes 


“in proportion to the rank in life of the perfon mur- 


dered. The regal power is prodigioufly con- 
fined ; the king can do nothing without the con- 
“one member to prevent a point of the utmoft con- 
equence from being carried, by laying his hand to 
“his fword, which implies his readinefs to oppofe it, 
Nothing can ‘be done here without unanimity, Hen- 


> L 2 ry 


‘fent of the general diet ; and it is in the power of | - 


>» 
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ry Ill. who afterwards reigned in France, found 
the Polifh crown fuch a burden, that he refufed to — 
keep it upon any terms. af 
The Mufcovites, when they conquered Viloa and BH 
fome provinces on the Polifh frontiers, were poxed _ 
by.the Polifh women ; the diforder was. unknown — 
‘before that time in Rowe. but common in Poland, as __ 
well as a {curf called plica, caufed by drinking -wa- — 
ter, that flows over ftrata of arfenic whereby it is 
impregnated. Once this got footing in a family, | 
it {pread round, and every member was fure of 
being infected: perhaps no diftemper can be more — 
loathfome;’ it is not only offenfive in the higheft de- 
gree to the eye but to the nofe; for no old ulcer 
can {mell worfe, yet it is thought a fign of health, 
and a mark of quality: a gentleman has. but a bad. ; 
opinion of himfelf if he.is without it. The hair of — 
the monks as well as gentry is often feen. fo clot-. 
ted together, that the fight is enough to turn. one’s _ 
ftomach ; thofe horfes which are touched with it 
are deemed moft bold and ferviceable; their tails’ 
are often glewed together with the matter iffuing 
from the fores, and if ever. fo little of it be cut 
off, the beaft either runs mad, dies, or by: falling 
lame,. blind, &c. is rendered nuke ae ufe. . It is 
-daid, that to hide this {curt, the Polanders firft 
brought up the, fafhion of powdering the. hair, 
which was from them copied by other European 
nations; nor is this improbable, for. ftarch i is a. great 
manufacture in Poland. ! 

_ "The Mulcovites in private affaits 4 are every faiths 
fal; ‘they abhor nothing fo much as.a-falfe oath, 
and yet they feruple not breaking the moft folemn 
alliances, and the moft explicit public treaties, if 
‘their intereft fhould require it. The Ruffians bow 
_very low when they falute; the Poles are more 
' Ttately and upright; the ‘Tartars clafp the knees of 
their fuperiors, but evel, they falute iby shaking | 
he 
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_ ene hand, and putting a finger of the other on ‘the 
mouth of him whom they addrefs ;-and: the Cir- 
. €affians inquire after the welfare of the fervants, 


' 


cows, fheep, dogs, horfes, cocks, hens, and tur- 
nye of -him whom they compliment. 

» The Circaffians inhabit part.of Tartary, <etien 
the foil.is more temperate and fertile than that: of 
‘Ruflia; they are {warthy in their complexions, and 


. Parbardusis in their manners. T-he women are fat, 


and do given to drinking, that at a public enter- 


tainment they are generally feen to reel’ before the 


victuals are ferved up ; then they eat themfelves fo- 


ber, get drunk a fecond time, and a fecond time 


wis 


difpel the fumes of their excefs, by dancing, of which 


they are very fond, or fome other agreeable exer- 
. cifes. Their common mufical inftrument i is a fiddle, 


-and he who: cannot play muft not very gen to be a 
~ favourite with the: ladies. 


The Circaffians having in an foie babi deftroy- 


© ed all: their nobility, they are now divided into — 


- tribes, each governed: by a colonel ‘chofen by the 


people, who make at free both with his perion 
and.office. Their religion is the fame with that - 


, of Ruffia, with this difference, that’ the Ruffians. 


» allow).no: ftrangers to enter their church-doors, 


fee) 


_ while the Circaffians throw. theirs Open to every 
body, and :receive ftrangers ingeneral with the 
greate{t hofpitality and kindnefs. They are much 
addicted to witchcraft, and it is a favourite ftudy 


“with, the, women. of | quality, not Gay: here’ but. i inh. 
other -parts; of ‘Tartary. : 


Ruilia was’ under the: diidatotn of the’ Tartars: 


Core 1479; when John: fovereign duke of Volfdo-" 
‘omir, a man of great bravery; feized-on Mofcow, 


and-drove the Tartars out’ ofthe empire; his'fuc- 


oceffor John Bafilowitz, firnamed the! Tyrant, raifed 
the reputation of the Ruflians, before that timé the 
eaRHCRR of the beaiais very: confiderably 3 ; he was 
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courageous and prudent, but very whimfical: he 
ene day prefented to his fecretary of fate an humble 
petition, figned by himfelf, in which he entreated 
‘him to raife for him, againft a certain time {peci- 
fied, an army. of two hundred thoufand men; in 
return for which he promifed always to remember 
him in his prayers. ‘The fecretary, who knew his 


oddities, raifed the army as faft as. poffible, and 


with it John made himfelf mafter of Siberia, and 
feveral other large territories. He was kind -to the 
commonalty, and fevere to the nobility ; for which 
reafon he was very dear to the populace. He ge 
nerally carried a ftick in his hand with a fharp iron 
- point, wherewith he ufed to prick the boyars in 
the legs ashe talked to:'them, and he who bore this. 
torture without flinching, he-ever after valued. 

He fined the inhabitants of Bologdafeverely for 
cheating their cuftomers with a fhort yard; and — 
fome En olithmen having unthinkingly laughed at his 
freaks, he ordered them to be brought into his pre- 

fence, and to frighten them, ordered they fhould be 
ftripped flark naked ; however, he only punithed 
them by fetting them to. pick up peafe, five or fix 
_bafkets of which were, for that purpofe, f{cattered 
about the chamber; when he had thus tired them 
heartily, he ordered them to berefrethed with liquor, 
- then difmiffed them, with an admonition to behave 
better for the future, telling them they fhould not 
efcape fo well another time. 

It was John Bafilowitz who ordered the hat of 
an ambaffador to be nailed to his head, for appear- — 
ing covered in his prefence ; but this did not in- | 
timidate Sir Jeremy Bowes, ambaflador from queen. _ 
Elizabeth to Mofcow, from boldly wearing-his hat 
in his prefence; John thereupon/afked him, if he’ 
had not heard how he had punifhed an ambafla- 
dor already, for prefuming to take fuch a‘ liberty; 
iy aha Sir, anfwered Sir cid pags but I am: the 

- © queen 
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* queen of England’s ambaflador, who never yet 

- ftood bareheaded to any prince whatfoever ; her 

_“ Treprefent, and on her I depend to do me right 
“if I am infulted.” *«* A brave fellow this, fays 

_ © the czar, turning to one of his nobles, who dares 
“to a&t and talk thus for his miftrefs’s honour; 

& which of you would do as much for me?” 

_° The ambaffador became a favourite with him, and 
this favour procured him the envy of the nobility, 
one of whom, having fome influence over the 

ezar, advifed him to try Sir Jeremy’s {kill in horfe- 
manfhip, for which he was famous, in breaking one 

that was wild, an experiment in which -he hoped 
Sir Jeremy might break his neck.: but he had the 

- mortification to find himfelf difappointed ; for the 

gallant Englifhman not only backed, but tired him, 
{o that he lay down under him, loft his mettle, and 

~ died in a few days. ~ This adventure recommended 
him (till more ftrongly to the czar, who ever after 
diftinguithed him in the moft honourable manner. 
‘In a proarefs which this czar made theo’ the dif- 
ferent parts of his empire, not only the boyars or 
nobility, but almoft every body, fo well was he be- 
loved, made him prefents ; among others a fhoe- - 

_ maker determined to fhow his loyalty, after having 
confulted with his wife. in what manner this might 
belt be done, rooted up a very large turnip that 
grew in his garden, which together with a pair of 
lopkies or thoes, he laid at the czar’s feet, who 

was fo’ pleafed with the gift that he ordered his 

whole court to buy thoes of him, and pay twice 
their value, whereby the fhoemaker was foon en- 

_ riched, ‘and left a good eftate among his children, 

who were’ diftinguifhed by the name of Lopoftkies.. 

_ Near this fhoemaker’s houfe ftood a tree, at which 
every traveller in remembrance of him throws off 
his'old fhoes, ig Rb 

"Phe czar, by fome ftrange chance apprifed of 

pen * L 4 , the 
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the views of ‘a gentleman, who, from the encou- - 
ragement given the fhoemaker, expected alfo fome 
vaft recompence for his loyalty, ordered the fhoe- — 
~ omaker’s turnip to be prefented to him in return’ 


for a very fine horfe. 


Tt is faid of John Bafilowitz, that one winter’s: 
day he rambled out in a very mean drefs, to a vil-» 


pte 


lage in the neighbourhood of Mofcow, at every 


houfe of which he to no purpofe entreated a lodg- A 


ing, till he came to the hut of a poor man, whofe- 


wife*was in labour, and who regaled him to the — 
beft of his abilities; in return he told him that he © 


would vifit him the next day, and bring godfathers 


and godmothers to prefide at the chriftening of his — 
child. According to which promife he came with — 
a very fplendid train, made a rich man of his hoft,. 
and ordered every houfe in the village, his except- — 
ed,’ to be burned, and the inhabitants to be turn- _ 
‘ed into the fields, telling them, that perhaps they — 


might prove more charitable when they themfelves. 


experienced the inclemencies of a winter-sky, and — 
knew what it was to be expofed during a cold Yong’ ~ 


night, without covering or provifion, to the rigor 


of the feafon. i ag 
.He made one in a gang of robbers, and propo=- 


fed plundering the royal treafury, offering to thew — 


them an eafy way to do it; the fellow to whom he 


fpoke about it, gave him a found box on the ear, © 


and told him he was a rafcal for daring to think of 


abufing fo good a prince, when there were fo many _ 


rich boyars who preyed upon him, and were not on- 
ly fair game, but would yield a good booty out of 
what they-filched fom the czar. This anfwer pleafed 
John fo very well, that he changed caps with him, 


and bade him meet him the next day at Duretz, to 


be merry over a cup of brandy and metheglin. 


The robber kept the appointment, and was furprif- — 


ed to meet-the czar, who called to-him, gave him 


° 


good i 
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‘good advice, and.to enable him to obferve it, con- 
ferred on him a place at court,, and thro’ his 
means deftroyed ‘the gang to which he belonged. 

, The czar Michael, grandfather to Peter the Great, 
was a prince of gréat: humanity and virtue, very 
kind to ftrangers, and ambitious of being upon good 
terms with the other chriftian powers of Europe : 
he would have given: his daughter in marriage to. 
count Wolmer, natural fon to the king of ‘Den- 
mark, but the Ruffian clergy oppofed it becaufe he 
was a heretic; whereupon the Danifh prince :chal- | 
lenged him to difpute the truth. of their refpective 
religious tenets with oneof-his chaplains, which they 
declined ; at which refufal the czar Michael was very 
angry, faying, they profeffed a ftrange fort of faith 
if it was not to be defended by reafon and argu- 
ment: after which reprimand he was feized about 
_ bed-time with a violent vomiting, and died, not 
without fafpicion of prieftly poifon, as a paffport’ 
to heaven, before the next morning. His emprefs. 
did not long furvive him, :and the match:was there- 
upon dropped... He. had two fons, the elder of 
whom died young; he was a prince of great abi- 
lities, but very cruel in his childifh years, taking: 
-great delight in torturing pigeons, by plucking out 
their eyes, and then wringing off their heads, call~ . 
ing them rebels and traitors. 
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CHAP. XI. eae 
Some anecdotes velating to Peter the Great's father 5 
_ his charaéier a very good one; his grief for killing 


an officer: Ruffia greatly depopulated in. his reign, 


and the reafons for it given; the biftory of Boaris; 


his being banifhed from ‘court, and recalled: bis fe~ : 


_ suring the regard of the people, and dies univer fally 


_ vegreted: the Ruffian government well regulated in 
many things by Ehah Danelowitz: the charaéter of 


 Nafbokin chancellor of the empire : the word czar 


. Tit hes, 


rEANHE czarowitz Alexis Michaelowitz fucceed> — 
ed his father Michael; he was aman about — 
fix foot high, full and fanguine, of a very noble — 


prefence, generous-and good natured, but cruel in 
his anger. It was remarkable that he never {haved 
his beard, Being one day folicited to fign the death- 
warrant of a deferter, he refufed it, faying, it was 
unreafonable he fhould die for want of fo much cou- 


rage as another, when God had not thought proper _ 
to beftow it. He was very devout, not at all de-— 


bauched, a kind parent, a good father, and:a lov- 
ing hufband. He affifted morning and evening at 


public worfhip ; and if his health did not permitthat.- : 


attendance, fervice was performed in his chamber. He. 


ufed to faft at leaft eight months out of the twelve, 


during general fafts making no fet meals, except on 
Saturdays, Sundays, and Tuefdays; on the other 


days eating only brown bread and falt, with cue 


cumbers or pickled mufhrooms, and drinking no- 
thing but a little {mall beer. At public preceffions 


_ be always. pffifted bareheaded, provided the wea- _ 
ther.was dry; he furnifhed a good example to his — 
‘people of morality and religion; but he would - 


net 


explained: his many titles, immenfe revenues and — 


4 
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not permit them to leave large legacies to the churchy, 
and in cafes of extremity, under pretence of borrow- 
ing, did not feruple to take the plate deftined for the 
fervice of the altar; to this expedient he was obliged, - 
his own finances being not otherwife fufficient, 
the church poffeffing at leaft two thirds of the em- 
pire’s riches. On the night of Good Friday it was 
cuftomary with him to yvifit the prifons,. difcharge 
debtors, pardon fome criminals, and relieve others ; 
in a few words, he had numberlefs good qualities, 
and had he not fometimes been milguided by his 
' minifters, might have been ranked among the wifeft 
princes of his time, pa 
~ He feldom drank hard; his common liquor was 
{mall beer enlivened with oil of cinnamon or cinna- _ 
_ mon-water, which is in great ule among the people 
of quality in Ruffia; as alfo a drink not unlike oat- 
ale, which is called brague, as well as rye-bread, 
deemed by the Ruffians wholfomer than wheaten 
bread, and of this he was very fond. He ufed 
to be pleafed with making his attendants drunk, 
that he might thus fee their various humours; and 
he always-fent a difh from his own table to his 
greateft favourites. On Eafter-day his nobility and 
gentry kiffed his hand, and he prefented them 
with eggs. | 
_ At abont a league diftant from Mofcow he erect 
eda Jarge and commodious workhoufe, richly en-_ 
dowed for the reception of the poor, who are 
therein employed in manufacturing hemp and flax, 
He alfo built an hofpital within the precincts of his 
own palace, for the maintenance of old men in 
diftrefs, with whom he often delighted to difcourfe 
of old times. One of the fineft fights in the world 
was to fee him and his court encamped at Obra- 


fankfy, a country place about three miles from ~~~ 


Mofcow, where he generally {pent part of the fum- 
mer, in the moft magnificent tents, his own being » 
go. Lo cloth 
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cloth of gold lined with fables; that of the czarina, 


of cloth of filver, lined with ermines; thofe of the 


_ other nobility made of rich ftuffs and elegant lin- 

ings; and in the midft of-all, one of a moft {plendid 
_appearance, which ferved for a church: guards were 
potted at proper diftances to keep every thing in due 


order, and all around were placed palifadoes to ex-" 
clude the mob. © The czar Alexis always regreted 


his having ftabbed thro’ the heart a man who when 
he went on a journcy preffed forward to {peak to 
him, a liberty which is forbid to every fubjeét; 


wherefore he fufpeéted this man of a defign to af- 


faffinate him. On: the deceafed’s” being fearched 


he was found to be quite unarmed, and to have in- 


_ tended only prefenting a petition to the czar, whom — ; 
he had nother way of approaching,craving that juf- ~ 


tice might be done him upon Peter Stelicoro, gover- 


nor of White Ruffia,zunder whom he ferved.as a c2p- _ 


tain, and-who owed him three years pay, which he 


did not think fit to pay him.  Stelicoro was fent f 
for to court, ftripped of his honours and poffef- 


fions, and banifhed in the moft wretched circum- 
ftances, the czar faying, that the blood of the de- 
ceas’d fhould lie at Stelicoro’s door, he being the 
real caute of his death. + SRE ER 

- He was fond of hunting fallow-deer, and, pro- 
vided he ran them down, never minded killing 
them: he ufed often to fowl with falcons, and al- 
ways lay in his fhirt and drawers under a rich quilt 


of fkin, having but one fheet oyer and one wnder — 


him; in his reign the country of Ruffia was fo 
extremely depopulated, that along the banks of thé 


Wolga fix women were to be metforone man; and _ 


_ this {carcity was‘caufed partly by theinroads of the 


Tartars, who carried above three hundred thou- — 


fand of the natives into captivity, partly by his own 
inclination to war, which often hurried him’ into 
violent bloody difpntes with his neighbours, and by 


a pefti- — 


RELATING TO RUSSTAS 299° 


a peftilence which deltroyed eight hundred’ thou-* 
fand men-in fix years. 9) oye rlcode 


- Many Jews were introduced to his: court thro’? 


the means of a Jewifh furgeon ‘who pretended to 
be a Lutheran, and had eftablifhed himfelf at Mof- 
cow, by pimping for Bogdan Matfeig, high few- 
ard of the czar’s houfhold.. Matfeig was «bred up: 
as the czar’s companion, by whom ‘he was held in 
very great efteem. His wife becoming: jealous of 
_ him on account of his keeping: many concubines, 
particularly Polith girls, of whom he was very fond, 
grew fo intolerably ill-humoured, that he: poifoned 
her; but thepeople, among whom fome.of his foes 
_ whifpered the murder, murmuring at it, the czar 
Jeft it to his choice, ‘either to marry a wife and for- 
fake his miftreffes, or quit his poft. : You may be. 
perfuaded that he pitched upon the former part of 
the alternative. The Dutch had fecured his intereft 
by prefents, and he was nofriend to theEnglifh. The 
czar Alexis never vifited any of his fubjects, except 
his governor Boaris Juanowitz, and that but once, 
when he was in a very bad ftate of health. 

-Boaris had been a great favourite with his fa- 
ther, in whofe education he and a brother of his 
_ called Cleat fhared; for it is ufual to breed up-fome 


young people of quality upon an equal footing | 


_with the czarowitz, or fon of the czar, by way of 
conipany for him. Boaris at length obtained fuch 
‘an afcendancy over him, that the management of 
all affairs, whether public or private, was intruft-, 
~ edto him. Heretrenched the expences of his maf- 
ter’s houfhold confiderably, removed to diftant go- 
vernments fuch of the nobility as were any way to 
be feared, and, fuperior to all theif intrigues, ad- 
vanced none but, thofe in whom he could confide, 
The people, ftirred up by the male-contents who 
were out of place, accufed the minifter of many 
~ ats of injuftice, and to appeafe their clamours the 

. Czar 
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‘czar was obliged to banifh ‘him from court, but 
the commonalty found the change for the worfe; 
if they imagined ‘themfelves before aggrieved, 
they now found themfelves opprefled; murmurs _ 
enfued : Boaris, who was a good politician, was 
foon acquainted with this lucky juncture, . nor 
did he fail to improve the flame, in fuch a man- 
ner, that at length thofe very people who had been 
moft forward to promote his exile, laboured for his 
return: it was a favour which they petitioned the 
czar to grant ; it correfponded with his own wifhes, 
and he gratified them.  Boaris returned to court in 
triumph ; he was reftored to his former power ; his 
misfortunes had taught him moderation; he was 
’ more careful to oblige the people, and tenacious of _ 
their liberties; fo that every day increafed their 
efteem for him: nor were thofe who had affifted 
his recall without feeling the effects of his grati- 
tude. - Im fhort, when he died, he was bewailed 
by his prince, and lamented by the people; the 
ancient nobility alone, whofe ambitious fchemes he 
had often traverfed, expreffed little concern for fo 
very fignal a lofs. 1 | 
To him Eliah Danelowitz owed his promotion 
even to the rank of general of the czar’s army. We 
have remarked before, that the czarina was daughter 
to Eliah, and that the match was brought abgut - 
by Boaris; their rife was great, but owing to the 
ezar’s being accuftomed. to chufe.a wife among his 
own people. Eliah-had formerly kept a. tavern, 
and his daughter fold mufhrooms in the market: 
notwithftandivg the meannefs of his origin, Eliah 
was a man of abilities; he was vigilant, bold, da- 
ring, and his memory fo excellent, that he knew 
the bufinefs of every man about court, whether 


civil or military, and could diftinguifh the quarters — : 


of eighty thoufand men, with the names and char 
racters of all the different officers; befides, he was 
| at 


~ 
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at the head of the treafury, and pofleffed.five or fix 
other confiderable pofts, all. which he managed 
very judicioufly, till his intellects were hurted. by 
an apoplectic fit. His only fault was a tincture of 
avarice, which induced him to be too rapacious ;. 
however the ezar, who rather feared than loved. 
him, overlooked this blemifh, knowing himfelf to be 
heir to what he hoarded, in right of the czarina. 

- When Eliah’s health became impaired, the ad- 
miniftration of public affairs devolved upou Nafho- 
kin, a man‘of wifdom, integrity, and temper; his 
- behaviour in the chancellorfhip, the government of 
Rufiia Minor, and feveral other confiderable char- _ 
ges, in which Eliah had been his predeceffor, re~ 
dounded much to the honour of the Ruffian em- 
pire; he concluded an advantageous peace, and 
formed an alliance with Poland, and made Ruflia 
the chief mart of the filk trade of Europe, contriv-- 
ing to have it brought thither from Perfia and the 
Indies, and from thence difperfed to all parts; but 
this trade was but of fhort continuance, : iii 

- He reformed the emperor’s houfheld, and regu- 
lated the imperial laws; to him was owing the 
power conferred upon the governor and council - 
of every province, enabling them to pronounce fen- 
tence in criminal caufes, without removing them to 
Mofcow as formerly ; and it was his wifdem that 
curtailed the laws. A fellow who had abandoned 
‘the Jewith religion for the turban, and ferved as 
interpreter’ ta the Perfian merchants at Mofcow, 
having acculed Nathokin of being guilty of fome in- 
juftice in the court of ambafladors whereof he was 
chancellor ; the czar anfwered, that he would exa- 
‘mine into it, and that if the interpreter’s allegati- 
ons were found falfe, he fhould fuffer dearly for the 


 flander. He kept his word; the renegado was prov- 


eda liar, and received thirty fevere lathes, of which 
sae ded cick Lighihy tie pS 
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he did not-fpeedily recover, while the chancellor’s. . 


charatter of juftice wasmore firmly eftablifhed than 
eve rrR ss SRF as : (% 

‘ Nafhokin, who was. a zealous afferter of .mo- 
narchical principles, had been often heard to fay, 
that he wondered all. the kings in Europe, inftead 
of affifting, did not unite to deftroy the Dutch, 
and root out all republics, which are. only fervice- 
able to vagabonds'and rebels, to whom they are an 
afylum. ' Having ‘perufed a news paper, wherein 


was rehéarfed the ravages committed by the plague: 


in London, he obferved, it was ftrange the Englifh 
fhould chufe thus to fpread the alarm of their mif-. 
fortunes; the wretched, faid he, publifh their un- 


happy circumftances ‘that they may profit by the 
compaffion they excite, but the Englifh can have ~ 
no manner of defign in letting all the world know 


that their metropolis-is laid wafte by a peftilence,: 
except-to warn the world to avoid them, as light- 
houfes are fixed near places of danger, to teach the 


pilot to fhun them. dA iAd, te Bites 
> The condu& of Eliah Nafhokin, and two ofher 


able-minifters, has brought the czar’s court into: 


fome efteem. The word czar, which in. the Ruf-. 
fian’ tongue fignifies emperor, is fo like Cefar, that 
it appears evidently to be derived from it. The 
bearing of the czar, like that of Germany, is. a. 


fpread eagle, with this difference, that to the 


breaft of the Ruffian eagle is affixed St. George om 
-horfeback; and there’is a mitre between the divid- 
ed heads 5: it isfaid the George was added by John 
Bafilowitz, on his being honoured with the order 
of the garter by queen Elizabeth, to whom it was 

faid by fome politicians.of thofe days, he once in- 
~ tended to: have made propofals of marriage: be 


that as it will, it is certain he had a great.refpect — 


for the Englith, and once when things went: very 


wrong with him, and an infurrection at Mofcow 
-/ obliged: 


. 
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obliged him to quit that city, and retire with his 
treafures to Wologda, where he fortified himfelf,. 
he had fome notion of taking refuge in England. 

The czar’s titles are, by the grace of God, great 
lord, czar, duke of Great, Little, and White Ruffia,. 
fovereign of Mofcow, Kiovia, Pladomir, and No- 
vogorod, &c. czar of Cafan, czar of Aftracan, czar 
of Siberia, lord of Plefcow, great duke of Smolenf- 
ko,, Twerko, Ugofko, Perinfko, Vealfko, Bolgaric- 
ko, lord and great duke of Novogorod, of the pro- 
vinces of Charnigora, Rhefan, Reftore, Yaraflieve, 
Belowzer, Odouria, Obderia, and Condinea; lord 
of all the countries lying to the north, lord of the 
_ land Yeveria, of all the dutchies of Cotileran, of 
-Grewzintan, and of feveral other countries and fo- 

vereignties, eaft, weft, and north, which we iahe- 
rit of our Lord, and the monarchs our predecef- 
fors, &c. \ 

In this manner was the great feal of the empire 
of Ruffia infcribed. The czar’s dominions are ex- 
tenfive, his revenues large, and he has a vaft quan- 
tity of large jewels; moft of them indeed are flaw- 
ed, but the Ruffians never mind that defect. He 
has many palaces and country retreats, elegantly 
furnifhed, and*the apartments hung with the moft 
beautiful tapeftries. The gentlemen of his bed- 
chamber never.enter it, but wait within call; and 
tho’ he has minifters of ftate that live in great f{plen- 
dor, they do not enjoy the fame diftinction that 
they are elfewhere ufed to... When the czar-ap-), 
pears. in public, - which is only on certain days of, 
_ general rejoicings, his apparel is the richeft that 
can’ be imagined, and his attendants, which are 
very numerous, make a glorious thew... When he 
. djnes in public, which is very feldom, his nobles 
allo eat in his prefence; his guards are pofted 
round his palace, and ftand as fixed and filent as if 
they had feen the Gorgon-head. | No body is ad-, 
| | mitted 
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mitted into the inner-court whofe perfonal attend- 
ance is not requifite. ) pt bee 

The czar’s drefs differs from that of his nobles 


in nothing but its being richer; nor does that of — 


the czarina vary from what her attendant ladies 
wear, except in her having a higher head-drefs 
and longer fhift-fleeves ; her gown, as well as thofe 
of her women, are not unlike our judges robes, 
trailing upon the ground. She fometimes travels 
by night in a chariot, with fuch women in her train 
as are néeceffary about her perfon; and at other 
times they hunt together aftride on their horfes 
like men, each having a hat on-her head, and a 
fkain of filk about her neck. All the czar’s iffue 
are called czarowitzes : when the czarina is brought 
' to bed all his fubjeéts make him prefents, and he 
returns them; or if he does not, he is fure to pay 
for them much more than their value. =~ 

' Death is the reward of him who blabs of what 


is done in the czar’s palace, or who prefumes to’ | 
penetrate into his defigns; and fo fearful are the - 


people, that when a gentleman inquired what was 
the ufe of a certain building, which was eretted 
to manufacture flax and hemp in, the workmen an- 
{wered, that no body knew but God and the czar. 
‘The czar was once accuftomed to examine the re- 
gifters of his chancery every night, and to maintain 


men of capacity as fpies, who made fhift to get 
into the houfes of ambafladors and other great men, 
as well as to affift at weddings and other fefti- 


vals; thefe men faithfully obferved every thing that 
paffed, and transferred it to their mafter’s ear, - 


The czar is fo far mafter of the effects of his - 


people, that the heirs of a fubjeét who dies muft 
~ petition a certain court erected for that purpofe, 
before they can enter upon his eftate. He is in- 
heritor of the poffeffions of thofe who die inteftate, 


and have no heirs, as well as of thofe who forfeit 
their 


~ 
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their poffeffions when convicted of fome capital of- — 
fence. His cuftoms both on imports and exports — 
are very confiderable; he is landlord of the brandy 
and beer fhops, the rents of which yield him‘a vaft 
fum of money, for fome of them are let out at two 
 thoufand piftoles per year. The ftoves and baths 
are alfo his property, and: produce a large revenue; 
for the Mufcovites, men, women, and-children, are 
obliged by their religion, to bathe often, and they 
pay fo much each time. When the bath is too hot, 
it is tempered with cold water, and many Ruffians 
row| themfelves in {now before they enter the ftove- 
chambers. Thofe who hold land immediately from 
the czar are obliged to furnifh his houfhold with- 
. provifions of all forts, as meal, oats, honey, beer, 
metheglin, fith, oil, &c. in certain quantities to 
each member. | SH 

The czar himfelf is the principal merchant. of 
_ his own dominions, for he barters pot-athes, hemp, 
and flax at Archangel for.filks, fables, velvets, tif- 
_ fues, fattins, broad-cloth, and damafks. From the 
martens and fable-fkins, fent by the convicts of Si- 
beria into his treafury yearly, he raifes prodigious 
fums. His workmen coft- him little or nothing ; 
_and he. has large profit from the brandy-fhops, 


 ftoves, bagnios, pitch, hemp, flax, honey, wax, 


caviare, fturgeons, dry and falt fith, that are brought 
from Aftracan, Cafan, the lake of Belfire, and the 
Jakes and rivers that abound throughout all his 
dominions, but chiefly in Siberia. 
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CH 2p Pie ere ni 
A general defcription. of Siberia: great inconvenien- 
» cles in travelling thro’ this country: the manner of 
_ Shooting martens : the beluga and flurgeon defcribeds 
with the different methods of preparing caviare: &@ 
. defeription of the cufioms and manners of the people 
of Samojeda: odoriferous forubs and flowers to be 
met with here: the Samojedans very jealous of thar 
_ wives; the artifice of an animal called zaurick 3. @ 
_ body of them rout a regiment of borfe: the Crim and 
Calmuck Tartars charaéterifed. Shut 


IBERIA is a province of vaft extent, reaching 
| -even-to the walls of Cathay, but it is very little 
‘known to travellers, tho’ fome people have traverfed 
it even to China and the fea of the Kaimochites, “on 
the north-eaft part of Great ‘Tartary, or the gulf 
of Nankin. It would take up fix years of a man’s 
life to, travel quite thro’ Siberia, for moft part of 
the fummer the heat will compel him to houfe, 
and moft part of the winter the cold’ and ‘fnows 
make the ways impaffable,, Tumbut, fay. fome, 
and others Siber, is the.capital of this’ province, and 


the refidence of the viceroy. A traveller muftcar- — 


ry his bread with him, for this country yields none ; 
inftead of. it they ufe dry-fith, with which they 
feed their dogs, and in cold weather, for want of 
better provender, their cows ;’ whereby their milk 
acquires a fifhy tafte. They have filberts of avery 
large fize, and the.Chinefe mefchants have taught 
them to drink tea, by them called chay, with fu- 
gar; they deem it exceeding good. againft the hy- 
pochondria, -indigeftion, and all diforders of the 
lungs... They have it in papers of a pound each, 
with the name and weight infcribed in Chinefe 
characters, | G 
AT Heir 
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Their fledges are drawn by thirty or forty large 
dogs, and in thefe they go a hunting, wrapped: 
up in fkins, and ftay out fix or feven weeks toge- 
ther, lying out whole ‘nights ‘in the open fields 
when the froft is very fevere ; but they make good 
fires to keep themfelves warm and broil their fith: 
their dogs are good at ftarting the'marten, which 
is'to be had no where elfe, and the {kin is the 
chief commodity of thecountry. This animal is 


- fo ftrong, that if ‘he be thot quite thro’ the body; 


he will efcape ; the tendereft place abotit him is his 
nofe, and it is here they commonly hit him, which 
they can do very dextroufly; by thefe means his 
{kin -is not damaged. Sturgeons, and belugas, a 


fith about twelve foot Jong of the fame {pecies, 


which eats rather better falted, being whiter than 


veal, and delicious as marrow, efpecially when freth, 


are found tn abundance in the Volga and the river 
Ob, which waters this province in its paflage'to 


‘the Frozen Sea wherein it is fwallowed up; when 


the melting of the fnow brings the flood from the 
mountains, and the torrent becomes thereby ex- 


stremely rapid; the fturgeon, in -order “to be: en- 


tily, and the Ruffians call it fekra. > 
made of the beluga’s roe only. The Armenians 


abled the better to refift its rapidity, “is faid to. 
{wallow large ftones. it 


. The moft delicious fort of caviare is made by the 
people of Aftracan, out of the foft roes of the 


> fturgeon and. beluga, mixed with fale and barrélled 


up, but it does not keep long... There is another 


_ fort of caviare made of the fturgeon’s eggs, which 


are black .and clammy; the Turks efteem it migh+ 
Another is 


“prepare their caviare in a different manner; having 


‘cleanfed the roe and falted it, they lay it upon flant- 
ing boards that the fat and.oily parts may drain‘ 


off; after which preparation they barrel it up, 


* packed hard together, and fell it for ufe. The 


beluga ° 
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beluga is faid to have one huhdred and fifty roes, 
and two hundred pounds of BES, which the Armes 3 
nians call arminfko fekra. 2 
_ s’Bhe people who inhabit the northern parts of 
Siberia are reported to eat their prifoners of ‘war; 

from whence they have acquired the name of Samo: 
jedans or Tafambeidans, which fignify cannibals or 
men-¢aters; they live in round tents, covered ‘with 
mats or ftag-fkins, with a hole at the top to let 
out the fmoke from their fires, about which, being — 
made in the middle of the place, - they lie. In 
fummer they live on the banks of a river by fith- 
ing, and often eat their prey raw ; they dry in fum- 
mer what they intend for the ufe of winter ; and 
they are fond of feeding on young puppies. ‘Ther 
language is barbarous, and'few people underftand 
any thing either of. that or their laws, which fome 
pretend to affirm, upon what authority 1 know not, 
they execute with feverity, They worfhip the 
fun and moon, and are great ftudents of magic, 


he who underftands it beft among them being ac- ~ 


-counted moft honourable. They are cautious, how- 
ever, of playing any of their conjuration tricks on 
the Ruffians, left they {hould meet with a proper so 
nifhment; but ftrangers don’t come off fo well. 
have been told, that one of them, after being mails 
fo drunk by an Englifh merchant that he could nei- 
ther fit, ftand, nor go, yet immediately recovered, 
and was as fober as ever on being touched on the 
forehead, and having had a few words muttered — 
over him by an old woman. In this country, I 


have been affured by. people of undoubted vera- ~ 


city, they have fecn marjoram, fage, endive, oni- 

ons, and afparagus of a ‘very ‘large fize, as well — 

as the moft beantiful rofes and ‘variegated tulips, 

with various other roots, flowers, and herbs over- 

running the furface, which here fpring up fpontane- © 

ont, while we labour hard to-raifethem amone us. © - 
| oe: hey | 
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_ They have great plenty of turnips, carrots, and parf- 
Nips, andthe merchants yearly export great quanti- 
ties of nitre and fal. gem. a falt particularly bright. 
In the fouth of Siberia, there is’ a foreft five 
hundred miles long, wherein are vaft fields of fine 
red cherries, but of a fourifh tafte, tho’ when 
tran{planted, they become a good fruit; they are 
all dwarf trees, not above two or three feet high, 
the reafon of which is, that the grafs of the forett 
being long and dry, is apt to be kindled by the 
fires which travellers leave behind them unquench- 
ed, and produces a conflagration, from which it 
is often found hard to efcape; fo fwiftly does it 
- fpread, confuming all before it; and this. misfor- 
tune happening often, the trees are not permitted 
to grow to that fize whereto they might otherwife 
attain. The riches of thefe people confifts in herds 
of flags and elks, which are larger than eMewhere ; 
they draw fledges eighty miles a day with eafe; 
and are fo tame that they will ftand ftill to be har- 
_nefled. When they fell a flag to a foreigner, they 
keep the intrails and filthieft parts to eat. by 
When they go tohunt, they confult their pric. 
what courfe to take, and he is feldom out in his 
 guefs, perhaps from an exact knowledge of the 
_ country, and the places to which the game retires; 
it is ufual for fathers to fell their female children at 
fix or feven years old; they have chapmen in plenty 
to purchafe them at this age, that they may be 
fure. of maidenheads. When they go a hunting 
they lock their wives up, and are {aid to have a 
device to hinder their wives from making cuckolds 
of themin their abfence; in fhort no Italian can 
be more jealous than the Samojedans in general. 
In this province is found an animal called a zou- 
rick, fhaped like a badger, but having a more agree- 
able face ; it has fhort legs, and a black, fleek fkin, 
a little {potted ;. it burrows. under ground like a 
es ss" : rabbit. 


= 
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rabbit. Surprizing {tories are told of this animal’s 
ceconomy, of the-cleanlinefs of their dens, of their 
ceremonies in burying the-bodies of any of them 


_ that chance to die; of their fighting with, and 
_ taking each other prifoners, of their keeping the 


vanquifhed in captivity, as well as compelling 
them to lay in hay and oats for their winter fub- 
fiftahce : thefe creatures make-a fort of a howling 
noife which is very horrid ; and great numbers of 
them having affembled in a wood, near which a 


regiment of horfe was drawn up, the horfes were fo" 


intimidated, that they galloped off to a diftance of 


ten miles, nor could the men’s beft fkill, who by 
the bye were fomething frighted too, ftop them. — 


The perivofkick’s fkin is ofa light brown colour ~ 
{potted with black and white, the furis not much ~ 
efteemed, becaufe it is fhort, confequeéntly not ~— 
warm; however, the Ruffians make cloaths of it 
for fummer-wear. ‘The perivofkick is anamphibi- 
ous animal, and is faidto derive its name, which 
fignifies to bear from place to place, from its de- 
lighting to carry fquirrels and ermines on its back 


thro’ the river. The fagacity of the Siberian 


fquirrel is much talked of,-and it is faid to crofs 
the river on a little piece of wood, Igunched for 
that purpofe by itfelf, and fteered by its tail, when _ 
it is in fearch of fubfiflence; if the wind conti- _ 
nues fair, the voyage is made in fafety, but if it — 
chance to change, the poor {quirrel is infallibly 
drowned. : iy AAT 

In the neighbourhood of Cafan and Aftracan, and — 
fometimes about Archangel, there is found a fpecies 


of birds of the fize of a woodcock, with the back 


and legs of a fnipe, and the neck of an Englifh 


ame cock; like which they engage each. other, 


and fuftain a very ftout fight, ftanding on their 
guard with their beaks fixed to the ground; they» 
are better food than a quail: in Archangel, they — 

| | a often 
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often catch a bird of -the hawk. kind, ,not larger 
 thana thrush, which preys upon leffer. birds after 
having.cleanfed them very néatly.: -therejsalfo.one 
_ about the fize of a ;{wan,) with a:thort thick meck, 
_ dovery wide, that it can wallow.a:fith fix inches 
‘broad; :they fly in.companies of a femicitcular 
form, not far above -the furface of :the water, 
‘watching for food. The Ruffians ;ufe the fat of 
this bird as a cure for bruifes and achs, -and:calliic 
dika ‘baba, which in that tongue fignifies, “ a 
** wild.old woman.” hones we eds 
_ The ftory which is mentioned by Scaliger and 
many other writers of an animal plant, flourithing 
an this country, called borometz .or :barannetz, 
which «is as much as -to:fay, .a lamb or a little 
fheep, is now generally regarded :as:fabulous : it - 
_ was faid to grow in the form ‘of a lamb covered 
with a foft down, ‘to a pretty large fize, to con- 
fume all-the grafs that grew near §jit, :as if for-faf- 
tenance; and that no animal would touch it but — 
‘the wolf, who preyed upon it as miftaking it in 
reality for a lamb, ‘by which means he was often 
baited to deftruction. 4 3 
Having given you fome account of Siberia, be-— 
_-caufe a province of the Ruffian empire, we thall, 
before we clofe this narration, deliver a ‘word or 
two relating to the:Crim Tartars, as fome years 
dince the Ruffians were tributary to them ;:-vhe 
city of Mofcow alone paying a\thoufand ftags-fkin 
coats yearly to them, and the czar being by articles 
bound to feed thescham of Tartary’s horfe with 
oats out of his cap’held by himfelf. cqpieen st 
- The Crim Tartars are now in fubjection to. the 
“Turks, and the city of Crim,’ which gives name 
to the:whole territory, is (built-near-the ‘Tartarian 
fea, of brick and ftone, and encompaffed \ with 
ftrong walls, The Crim ‘Tartars are flat nofed, 
Je Mon. Vi, : IE ope ecenwe: bavith, 
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with hollow eyes, low foreheads, broad {quare _ 
fhoulders, and middle-fized ; there is fomething ia — 
them fo very particular, that they may be-eafily — 
diftinguifhed from any other \people; they flatten — 
the nofes of their childrenas foon as born, becaufe — 
fay they, it is ridiculousto let them ftand-in their — 
light;, their religion is‘ Mahometanifm, and they — 
mock, not unjuftly, the fuperftitious refpect paid by | 
the Mufcovites to St. Nicholas. Leal aang 
They are no more than a troop of bandittt, i 
that live upon the fpoil and plunder of their neigh- — 
bours ; and if they are vanquifhed, they difperfe © 
inftantly, but they meet again at night, to renew — 
their incurfions, and fettle their progrefs for the | 
enfuing day. They are very robuft, and will ride 
eighty miles a day, each having three or four 
horfes of his‘own; fo that they are enabled to 
change pretty often: when any of thefe die, they | 
ut them in pieces, and feed on them raw with as_ 
much appetite as we doon the beft beef or mut. — 
‘ton; however, fome of the. more delicate clap | 
thefe pieces between the horfe’s back and the 
faddle, whereby it is fodden; and as they are 
hungry, they take it out to devour. | 
-Mare’s milk, and the blood of a horfe drawn 
on purpofe, is their common remedy againft al- | 
moft all diforders : they have the moft penetrating — 
éyes of any people in the world, for if nothing” 
intercepts the view, they will take in a fweep of 
fifty miles; they abftain from falt, becaufe they 
have. a vain notion that it is prejudicial to the 
fight; and from bread, becaufe folks, fay they, | 
are thereby rendered unaétive and heavy. They 
ride with a loofe rein, and can raife themfelves on 
the ftirrap and fhoot back upon their foes in full 
gallop, | | ee) 
The Calmuck Tartars, among whom Tamer: 
Jane was born, poffefs a very extenfive tract 
a / land 


if 


i 
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_fand equal to the third of the empire of Ruffia; they 
live in tents, and only remove when ‘the pafture is 
_confumed; they are larger, more fwarthy, and 
better natured than thofe that are natives of 
_ the Crimea; their’ women are fit for war; and 
hunt like the men on horfeback; and they have 
been known more than once to beat the Crim. 
 Tartars.” i | 
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The VO YAG E of Mr. Lone. ! 
Wate to the Tithmus of AMerrca.., | 
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four other men; cured of his hurt by the Indians 3— 
in danger of being burned; faved by Lacenta ; 

travels in fearch of the North-fea, and. abandoned © 
by bis Indian guides ; in danger of being drowned ; 
returns to the Indian fettlements ; very bofpitably 
received, and timely relieved 5 guides fent with him | 


to the houfe of Lacenta. ~ 


| 


AVING made one voyage as a furgeon in © 
i the Eaft-India company’s fervice, without 

& any material accident, or fingular turn of — 
fortune; foon after my return home, I was em- _ 
ployed in my bufinefs by captain Buckenham out-— 
ward bound-for the Weft Indies ; at Jamaica, the 
captain intended to have taken in a lading of fu- 
gar; but the feafon being not yet come, when he 
arrived there, rather -than be idle he chofe to try 
his fortune in cutting logwood in the bay of Cam-_ 
peachy. Asl had a brother fettled in the fervice of | 
Sir Thomas Muddiford, on the ifland, I chofe to 
remain and follow my own employment at Port- 
Royal. It was happy for me that I took {uch a ftep, | 
for captain Buckenham and all his people were | 
made prifoners ; he himfelf having been carried to- 
| | ! ~ Mexico, — 
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Mexico, where-hewas fold:to.a baker,, who, forced 
him. to.cry bread, about the ftreets, . with, a: log tied 
-tohis‘leg-; nor could.either money, or friends pro- 

- curejhis releafe. After: living fome months at Port= 
Royal, 1 accepted fome offers made me by captain. 
Cook, and, captain, Lyach, who were’ going to 
make reprizals upon the Spanith: fettlements on the 

_Afthmus:; in) this expedition, they came up with 
the well, known: Dampier, with whom jeining 

_-forces,, they, landed; and: committed. many; depreda- 
tions. "They had: muftered- and chofe out their 

_beftmen, and. fet forward on an i sscaghae over 
Jand: om the 1ft. of May, 16814. | 
_ On the fifth day of their progrefs, aman: drying 

_ fome gunpowder carelefly on a filver plate, it took 

fire clofe to»my knee, and not only tore: the flefh 

clear from, the: bone, but left great part of my 
thigh alfo raw: and uncovered. This was an acci- 
ident produttive: of extreme pain, which I endea- 
~-voured to: foften. by fome medicines that I carried 
in my knapfack ; but of this affiftance I was in 
‘three or four days deprived by the defertion of | 
;the negro; who attended: me;..and .carried my lug- 
gage. The anguifh of the wound beginning to 

-increafe for want.of emollients, and the fatigue of 

‘travelling being too much for me ‘to endure; my 

companions were obliged to leave:me behind among 

the Indians of Darien, together with Mr. Rich- 
ard Gopfon, who. had been apprentice to a: drug-— 

-giftin London, and having hada good education. 
took every opportunity of increafing it, and John 
Higginfon, a mariner, both of whom were re- 
duced to the inability of going further on. 

We were afterwards joined by Robert Spratlin, 
Bead William Bowman; fo'that we were five in all. 
Some of the Indians, among whom we were 
“obliged to fojourn, perceiving my hurt, applied to 

it certain falutiferous herbs chewed ta a confiftency, 

43 M 3 and 
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and {pread upon a plantain leaf, whereby’a’com- 
plete cure was performed in about twenty days; — 
_ tho’ there remained a weaknefs ever after inmy knee. — 
in other refpects, however, the people did’ not | 
feem over and above civil, for they were apt'to — 
Jaugh and fcoff at us, giving us no food'but green — 
or withered plantains, which ‘they flung to us, as _— 
af to the dogs; and ‘had not one of them, who 
‘having been a fhort while prifoner at Panama, had 
learned to jabber a little Spanith, confequently © 
‘could fhare in their converfation; taken it into his 
‘head to bring us fomething better in the night, © 
without the privacy of his brethren, we fhould © 
have been very badly off. > | | a 
On confideration, it appeared that this tendency 
to ufe us ill, was founded on our comrades having — 
‘forced fome of the inhabitants, againft their ‘wills, — 
to guide them; an office, which: they would ra- — 
‘ther have declined, ‘the feafon being’ rainy, and — 
confequently traveling very inconvenient. -Their — 
refentment againft us increafed, as they did not — 
find thefe guides return fo foon as they reckoned — 
that they ought to do; and in confequence of this 
‘difappointment, fuppofing it to arife. from: their — 
having been murdered by the fhip’s company, it~ 
was determined to revenge the fuppofed lofs upon 
‘me and my unhappy company; a pile of wood, - 
-whereon to facrifice us, having been abfolutely — 
‘prepared for that purpofe: and they were only 
ftaid from executing their cruel intentions by the — 
‘perfuafion of their chief named’ Lacenta, who 
-propofed fending us northward under care of two_ 
guides, who might learn from the Indians on the” 
coaft, what was become of thofe who were 
miffing. © | ag Be.” ca 
~ One of the guides chofen for’ this expedition, — 
‘was the Indian who had before befriended us, and” 
the other was one who had manifefted himfelf+al- | 
ways 
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- syays our inveterate enemy. During the march, 
we were fed only with dry maiz, and’ that but’ 
~ fparingly beftowed. Our lodging was' the bare 
earth, which was cold and wet, for it rained, 
thundered, and. lightened all the way; and. the 
~ dropping of the trees that were our only covering, 
-increafed the inconveniency. The third night, we 
refted, ourfelves on the top of a fmall hill; which 
in the morning, was by the flood that had fallen 
while we flept, formed into-an ifland, the land all 
round being covered deep with water: and here 
our guides left us to fhift for ourfelves, and made 
the beft of their way back to their own country. — 
The third day after our having encamped here, 
the waters being leffened, we proceeded on our 


journey, fteering northward. by the help of a rt 


= pocket compafs ; and about fix in the evening ar- 
' xived on the banks of a river which was very deep, 
and over this we inferred our fhip mates muft have 
paft; as there lay a tree on the bank newly felled. 

- After fome debate, in which we forgot-that this 
river might owe its depth and rapidity to the rains, 
it was agreed that we were paft the main ridge of 
_ land that divides the northermand fouthein Ifthmus 
of America, and that we could not be far frong 
the north fea; in.confequence of this determina- 
tion, the tree was fhoved into the water, but was 
~ fo flippery that we could not ftand upon it, and it 
_ was with difficulty, we got aftride ;: however, we 
all gained the oppofite bank except Bowman, who 
was buta weak man, and had four hundred pieces 
~ of eight at his back; he had been a taylor ;. him 


- we concluded drowned; as the ftream foon hurried 


_ him out of fight. When we landed, we fearched 
for a path, which we imagined our company muft 
~ have made, but the fearch was in vain, for if there: 
had been any fuch thing, it was covered with mud. 
- .and ooze; this difappointment determined us to 
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crofs: the river again upon the tree, which we ac- 
cordingly did,. and after a walk of about’a. quarter 
of an hour, found: Bowman fitting on the bank ; 
the ftream had hurried him. to an eddy, near 
which there were fortunately fome boughs, by the 
help.of which he had reached the thore. ; 
The day following being the fifth of our prefent 


journey, We were fo’ weak. for want of food, that. 


had we not found. a maccaw tree, of the berries: 
of which we ate very heartily, and carried with us 
good ftore, we hadcertainly perifhed. Onthe 6th, . 
we arrived at another river, into which the one we 
_ had before croffed. diflembogued itfelf; and as there 
was a neceflity for our paffing it, we knew not how 
to manage, as we had-among usenly along cafe knife. — 
After fome deliberation, it was determined:to cut 
fome hollow bamboes, of which there are plenty 
in the woods, and’ to make them’ into bark logs, 
of proper length, and tying them: together with 
the twigs of a fhrub like a vine, to truft ourfelves 
in thefe to the current of the ftream. When we 
. had prepared our little floats, we took up our 


lodging upon a {mall hill, and having gathered a ~ 


{ufficient quantity of wood for that purpofe, made 
a good fire; round which we had not been long 
difpofed, before there arofe a ftorm of thunder, 
lightning and:rain, accompanied: with a fulphur- 
ous {mell, whereby we were almoft choaked, ~ 
whichfoonextinguifhed’our fire, and about twelve 
o’ clock at night, we could hear the waters come 
pouring ty us from every fide, with the moft 
horrid noite ;-which made us feek fhelter among _ 
the cotton trees, that grew here in great plenty; 


thoft of which were free from branches to the — 


height of forty or fifty feet, fo that there “was no 
climbing them; however, I by a providential 
chance ftumbled: upon one, in the fide of which, 
old time had worna hole about four feet from the 

| | ground ; 
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; ground; there was a.knob within fide of it, on, 


ae 


a which I fat me down, tho’ I could neither fit nor 
_ ftand upright, and here I fell afleep;, but did noe, 


continue long in that fituation, for the, trees.and. 


 rubbifh that were {wept down by the flood; dafh- 
ing perpetually againft my azylum, with violent; 
_ fhocks, foon banifhed that comfortable compofure. 


When the morning flar appeared, which was a 
moft agreeable fight, the water that ran. with ex- 


_ ceffive rapidity, reached up tomy knees; tho’ they 

- could not be lefs than five feet from the furface, 

_/The ftorm abated with the opening of the day, the 

_ fun began foon after to fhine, and the floodran clear. - 
off the land; this circumftance encouraged me: 


to quit my retreat, and tho’ I could f{carcely ftand,. 


fo ftiff was I» with cold, I made thift to reach: 
the fpot where we had made our fire, and. calling: 


loud for my companions, was only anfwered by a; 
melancholy echo. of my own voice; at this mo-; 
ment I began to defpair, and dropped. difpirited — 
tothe ground; but I was fhortly after revived by: 


the approach of Mr. Higginfon, who. was. foon 


followed by our three other mates; they like me! 

having faved themfelves among the trees. ' The! 
firft thing we did, after having returned thanks to: | 
God for our mutual prefervation, was.to look for; 
our bamboes, and we found them full of water) © 
and all fpoiled ; which failure, perhaps, was owing: . 
to our having been carelefs in working. them, for’ 


they were. cracked in many places. 


We were now at our wits end, and not know- 
ing what better courfe to. take, refolved, if. ie was: 


poffible, to return to the Indian fettlement we had - 
left. As we coafted along the river, we were happily: 
farprized with the fight of a deer lying faftafleep 5». 
and we fhould certainly have killed him, had not... 


the man who was. next him, forgotten to wad his’ 
piece; fo that the. fhot tumbled out juft as he pres. 
| | ae prefented 


250 THE VOYAGE OF) 


prefented it; and the gun going off at the fame 
inftant aroufed the’ deer, which faved himfelf by 
flight. This was the eighth day of our march, in 
all which time we had only fed on a few maccaw’ 
berries, and the pith of a bibby tree, which, when 
{plit, was a moft deliciotis morfel, eee 
. Perceiving the track of a wild hog, we ftruck: 
directly into it, hoping it might bring us into a 
plantain walk, as this creature is very fond of the 
plantain. We had not rambled far along this way, ’ 
before we perceived two Indian plantations, and 
now our hearts began to fail us, for tho’ we were — 
ftarving alive, yet we were afraid that the Indians: 
might put us to death; which certainly in fuch 
circumftances, if properly confidered, was” pre- 
_ ferable to life. However, to try their inclinations, 
it'was agreed that I fhould venture among them 
alone, and the reft of my ‘companions were either 
to follow or retire according to my reception. 
>I no fooner entered one of the cabbins, wherein 
there was fome meat boiling over the fire, but the _ 
heat of the ‘houfe.and the {cent of the victuals af 
fected me fo ftrongly, that I fainted away. The 
‘Indians foon brought me to myfelf, gave me fome- 
thing, and feemed to treat me with more than. 
ufual tendernefs;.what contributed to revive me’ 
chiefly was, my perceiving among. them thofe: 
very perfons.on whofe account we were fo near 
being put to death; and it afterwards appeared 
that our fhip-matés had treated them with {uch ™ 
_Kindnefs, that they thought: no return too {trong 
to.exprefs their gratitude. | Bid 81 Stam 
/ When I was quite recovered, they inquired for — 
the reft of my comrades, whom, on being inform- 
ed where they were, they foon brought in, except 
Mr. Gopfon,. who was fo weary he could go no 
farther, wherefore they.carried refrefhments out to 
him.) After having remained here feven days, in® 
Laan i em which © 
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- avhich we were treated with the greateft humanity, 
and tolerably recruited feven of the ftouteft young 
-men were appointed to conduct us, according to 
our defire, towards the north fea; thefe took'us 
under their care with fuch a right good will, that 
they conducted us in one day to the river where 
we found the tree, and. whither we had been. 
_three days travelling before; when we had walked 


_. aboutia mile along the banks, wefound a canoe in 


which we all embarked, and made up, inftead of 
- going down the ftream, againft the current of 
-which the Indians padled luftily; at night we 


_~ lodged in a houfe where we were very kindly 


treated, after our conductors had informed our | 
hoft who and what we were; the next day, we 
embarked again, having two more hands added to 
our number, fothat we had. now fix people in our 
train, who feemed to be emulous in their fervice ; 
and in fix days fpace, they brought us to the honfe: 
af Lacenta, whom we mentioned before. 


* 
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Lacenta’s. power, fituation, and imporiance deferibed : 
» bis wife recovered by Wafer, from a fit of ficknefs: 
_ the author in vaft. efteem among the people: the 
_ manner in, which the people of the. Ifthmus bleed 
the fick: the method praétifed by the. Spaniards in 
‘gathering gold. duft: Wafer lays a fcheme to pro 
cure his and his. companions liberty, and. fucceeds 2 
they. are, conducted to the north fea: the Indians 
affemble their conjurers, who perform thé ceremony 
of paw-wawing ; their predictions verified: Mr. - 
_ Gopfon dies: Wafer gets on board his own ship. 
fF ACENTA lived upon the top of a hill, form- ~ 
L ing between two great.rivers a fort of penin- 
fula; the road, whereby his houfe was. to be ap- 
proached, was forty feet wide between the rivers, 
and fo extremely well fenced by hollow bamboes, 
popes heads, and prickle pears, thick fet from fide 
to fide, that no enemy could come near it in any 
regular order. He was furrounded with the ftate- 
lieft cotton trees I ever faw, and fifty of his prin- 
cipal commanders refided in hisneighbourhood. . __ 
Lacenta, who was a fort of fovereign over all 
the fouth Ifthmus of Darien, received us very ci- 
villy; and having told us, that it was impof- 
fible to travel farther, becaufe of the rainy fea- 
fon, difmiffed our. guides, affured us of his pro- 
te€tion, and ordered us quarters among his 
retinue. Soon after our arrival, Lacenta’s wife 
being one day feverifh and very much out of or-. 
der, I offered to bleed her; which I did,-and 
when he faw the blood fpout from the vein, fear- 
ing that he fhould lofe his wife, he feized his lance 
and {wore by his tooth, if fhe did not. recover, my 
life fhould be the forfeit. I was not moved. at his. 
| , ’ menace, 
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ménace, the foon happily grew well, and I was in 
more efteem than any’ man- at court; nay Lacenta 
himfelf, in prefence of all his attendants, kiffed my’ 
hand! out of reverence to my fkill, = , 
This example was univerfally followed, and I 
became the object of almoft general adoration. I 
was carried about in a hammock from plantation — 
' to plantation, adminiftring advice, phyfic, and’ 
phlebotomy to all who ftood in need of any; for, 
when my negro ran away with my Knapfack, in 
which were all my. neceffaries, I chanced to have a 
box of inftruments and another of medicaments 


- inmy pocket, wrapped up in a piece of oil cloth, 


and thefe were now of fingular ufe to me. The 
Indians had the following ftrange method of bleed- 
ing before lcame among them. The patient was 
feated on a ftone in the river, and a perfon fkilled 
- in the exercife, fhot feveral little arrows at the. 
body; itis true, they pierced no deeper than the 
. fkin; and if they chanced to draw blood, the 
{pectators danced and fkipped with a thoafand 


antic geftures. | 


Lacenta was fond of hunting, and as he liked’ 
_ my company extremely well, he feldom went upon 
- any excurfion without me; and as we traverfed 
the fouth-eaft part of the country, we could often 
fee the Spaniards gathering gold duft in the ri-. 
vers. They take it up fand and all in little difh- 
es, and fhaking it well, the fand fwims and is 
{kimmed off, the gold falling to the bottom, and, by 
paffing a loadftone over it, attract all the iron par-' 
ticles that are among it. When they have cleaned 
it thus from ore’and filth, it it is put up in gourds’ 
_and calabafhes; this employment is followed inthe 
_ dry feafon, for when it is wet, the rivers are too 
deep to admit its being prattifed. On examining 
my prefent:fituation carefully, I began to fear that. 
, Lacenta intended never to part with me, and con- 

RIS , fequently 


1864  SOTNEL EV, OMIAIGIET. OF 

fequently his great fondnefg made me very uneafy. 
However, one day when we were quite tired in 
purfuit of game that at length efcaped us, I took 
an opportunity of commending the fleetnefs of Eng- 
lith dogs, and affured him that nothing added or 
could add fomuch to the pleafure of {porting ; mak- 
ing-him at the fame time an offer of going to England, 
and bringing fome for him from that country. 

He feemed at firft unwilling to. part with me: 
however, after a paufe, he {wore by his tooth that 
he would give my companions for my fake their: 
liberty, and that he would permit meto go to Eng-. 
land for fome game dogs, provided I would promife 
fincerely to return and live with him;-at which 
time he affured me.he would make me a very great 
man, .and join me in wedlock to his own daughter, 
who was not yet marriageable. All that he re-~ 
quired, I fwore by my tooth to perform. 

I returned him thanks for his reliance on me, 
- and foon, after fet out for, the north feas, together 
With my, companions, attended by a ftrong party 
of armed Indians, befides a train of women who. 
carried our provifions’ and cloaths; the latter con- 
fifting of only a linen frock and a pair of drawers, 
which I had not worn while among thefe people, 
as I went quite naked ; and had been by way of 
ornament, {patted with paint from head to foot, 
- by fome women who made a trade of it, and. who. 
would fain have rubbed it into my {kin thro’ flight: 
excoriations generally made for that, purpofe; but 

I would not confent to the operation, » Aye Fy 

. In our journey, we paffed over many mountains: 
of a ftupendous. height, and there was one par= 
ticularly which we were four days ia climbing; on: 
the top of it our heads were quite giddy, and we 
found the air much finer and-more fubtle than: we) 
had ever before experienced. Here wejcould often: 
fee the clouds break and feparate far beneath us,: but: 

7 : were ~ 


MR. LIONEL WAFER. 265 
@ere too high to fee any fign of the valley below; 


in our defcent, we were cured of our vertigoes,. 


and we were obliged to ftraddle over a ridge, 


which was very dangerous, and which we could 


crofs no other way. In fix days we came to an 


Indian fettlement, on the banks of a river that ran 


‘into the north fea; here we were met at the en- 


x 


trance of the town by forty of the principal inha- 
bitants}; clothed in long white garments, fringed 
at the bottom, each holding an half-pike, who re- 


' ceived us with great refpett. When we afked 


whether they foon expected any fhipping on the 
coaft, they pleaded ignorance; but offered to fum- 
mon the Pawawers or conjurers, who would fatisfy _ 
us in that particular. This they accegdingly did ; 
and it was fomewhat remarkable, that every thing 


» thefe minifters of Satan pretended to prognofticate 


happened accordingly. Before they went to work, 
they turned us out of the houfe, and every thing be- 
longing tous, left they fhould have been retarded 
in their operations by them, and while they were en- 
gaged atit, itis impoffible for any man who was not 
an auditor to conceive the diffonance arifing from the 
noife they made. When they had finifhed, they ran 


out of the houfeall in a muck fweat, and having 


firft wafhed themfelves in the river, delivered the 


oracle they had received. © ~ : 


On the tenth day after this ceremony, in the 


‘morning, we were alarmed with the report of two 


guns, and foon after were told of the arrival of 


an Englifh fhip, witha Spanifh Tartan, of which 


‘fhe’ had made a prize; this intelligence gave us 


great fatisfaction, We foon perfuaded our Indian 
friends, who were afraid of the Spanith veffel, to 
carry us on board the Englifh fhip, in a canoe, 


which they did; but in our paflage we were over- 


turned ; and’ Mr. Gopfon, who was’ a very weak 


/ man, and faved with difficulty from drowning, 


caught 
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caught. fo fevere a.cold that he died in .a few days 
afterwards, all which had been predicted by the 
Pawawers. The Englith fhip happened to be the. 
fame to which I belonged, and the crew received 
my four fellow-fufferers with great. fatisfaction, 
while for my part, being naked, tanned with 
the fun, and covered with paint, I remained 
fquat on my hams among the Indians, in order 
to try if I was very much altered, and I efcaped 
being known for more than an hour, when one 
of the failors examining the place where I was 
pretty curioufly, fixed his eye full upon me, 
and after a minute or two ferioufly obferving me, 
cried out, ‘‘ Pll be damned if this is not our doc- 
‘come 

This exclamation brought a good many of the 
men together, to whom I difcovered myfelf, and] - 
was received with loud acclamations of joy. I then 
delivered myfelf to be wafhed.and cleaned, but my 
Pictifh ornaments ftuck fo faft to me, that in en- 
deavouring to detatch myfelf from them, I in many 
places pulled off fkin and all. Our thips ftaid upon 
the coaft near three weeks, in which time our In- 
dian agquaintanees paid us many vifits ; and among 
them came Lacenta upon a hunting match. They 
commonly brought with them their wives and chil- 
dren, and we entertained them with fuch good 
nature and kindnefs, that, I dare fay, they lamented 
our departure. ; ‘ ‘eit beak 

I fhall not detain the reader with my various ad- 
ventures and obfervations after leaving this place, 
becaufe he will find thefe largely treated of in Dam- 


_. Pier’s voyage round the world; but having given 


this fhort account of my travels, I fhall proceed to 
ageneral defcription of the Iithmus, from the beft 
obfervations I could poffibly make during the time 
that I fojourned in that part of America, > 

aed fi) 7 CHA P. 


as. ae Nee 


ehh, 


SOT oF m 
pers a a 


Shy hS 
Soha Touts ay 
t * ; = - f “ 


4 


VoL-V 
81-35 


N Oo 


Si) 


HL i ED 


oy 


"i Ais 1 (1) 
% 


a 


if 


. 
ZI 
Ih / 
; 
-) 
eh 


ATT 
| 
" 
. 
: 


e 


gee Ohl Ad ip! Lk 


Toh Tn 


nh TT 


RS aS ie bee 


Porto belo. m 


OR 


maT ~____ CO TT TAU on ———— rn on tnt oo LUE NTT TTT MITT mM 
54 Teen Me. TAS. GM ARAM ert ite. 
* 


2 7 Aye, 6--' 
ees de: | Xi! SO PE I 


in 


Mt 


ll 


TLE 


Mm 


mee 


{ 

y 
S| 

in Ty 


fo) 
ngill 
oat 


N 
SP 


uly 
ty 


PUTA MELE 


i =z 
Bae i ae ee 2 i 


ASS 


aU, 
f 
Mp ; 
Nj 


>on 


| os. 


a 

a 
iS 
% 


B. Se Anton, 
Oc EAN 


2. de Inds 


Yandvarnonel, 


ooo oo rr TT — $1 


T Jefferys saup. 


M on LIO NEL WAFER. 257 
CHAP. Uf 


Dat defeription of the Ifthmus of Darien, the iy ms 
“town of Panama, and of Porto-bello; witP : 3 
i ous other ti on 44 fragt ) 


he ELE, Iithmns of America, more properly call+ 
| ed the Ifthmus of Darien, perhaps from: the 
- river of that name, whereby the northern coaft is 
bounded to the eaftward,. lies between, eight and 
ten degrees of north latitude, but im the narrows ~ 
eft part it is little more than one degree broad ; 

whether on the. narthward it extends only to Por- 
 to-bello and Panama, or firetches as far-as the 
Honduras or Nicaragua, I cannot pretend to deter- 


mine. Along! the I{thmus, which is moft beauti- 


fully diverfified with hills rifing over hills, and 
vales of extreme fertility, runs a chain of moun- 
_ tains foaring infinitely beyond the reft, which I 
- fhall diftinguith by the name of the Main Ridge; the 
breadth of it is very unequal, and it trendswith 
_ the Ifthmus, being feldom more than.twelve or fif- 
teen miles diftant from the North Sea, of which we 
Rad. generally a clear view,. there being no hills to 


intercept the profpect ; but the ground,. which is — , 


a continued foreft, gradually declining to the wa- 
ter. ' 
Of the South Sea, on the other fide, there is no - 
manner of profpect; not but that the eye might 
. eafily take in the diftance at which it is, were not 
its progrefs {topped by intercepting hills. ‘Tho’. 
fome of the rivers that water this traét are pretty 
~ large, yet few of them: are navigable, the entrance 
of them being obftructed by fhoals and fand-banks, 
The sivers:om the northern coaft having but thort 
Hi onkeare veryimall ; Darien i is indeed confiderable, 
| ; but 
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but the depth at its mouth is no way in propor-. 
tion to its width; however, it deepens as you ad- 
vance in it. hae Sod i 
The river Chagre alfo rifing at a good diftance — 
from its outlet, becomes very large and deep before 
it falls into the fea. The foil varies extremely; in — 
fome places it is fruitful, and in others, ‘efpecially — 
near the fea, it is allafwamp. From Caret Bay 
to the promontory near the Golden Ifland it is fuf- 
ficiently fertile, tho’ part of it is fandy, and part 
of it under water almoft always; fo that if a man 
attempts going afhore, he muft venture up to the © 
middle in mud. | ae 
_ Caret Bay is {mall; there are two or three rivu- 
lets of frefh water falling into-it,and before it are © 
two iflands, being pretty high lands, and covered © 
with trees ; as there are no rocks about it, it affords . : 
very fafe'anchorage, On the weft of the river Darien _ 
Cape, isafandy bay, where there is good anchoring 
ina hard bottom: before it are three iflands, be- | 
tween the moft eaftward: of which, called Golden 
Hland, and-the main land is a fair deep channel. 
On the fouth fide of ‘this land, which is high, — 
rocky, and every where eife inacceffible, lies'a pret= - 
ty fafe bay. . goo 
Welt of this is another fmall iland covered with _ 
mangroves, where the ground is fo boggy, that 
there is no firm anchorage. This ifland is fo clofe 
to the Ifthmus, that even at high water no fhips 
ean pafs between them.” To the northward of thefe 
lies the Hland of Pines, divided into: hills, which 
to thofe at fea ferve as a beacon; it is well water+ 
ed, and:covered with tall ufeful trees. There isa 
fafe bay on the fouth fide of it, inclofed, as it were, 
ina half moon; but the fouth fide, oppofite to the , 
Afthmus, is cragged and rocky. From hence the 
fhore runs north-weift to Point Sanballas, near which, | 
among the Sanballoe iflands, lies Tike a 
Ee , f are | 


ae | 
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harbour. Among the Sanballoe iflands, which 
are very numerous and very {mall, there is a. 
great diverfity of harbours, the chief of which is 
 Springer’s Key, and confequently there is almoft 
immediate fecurity againft any winds; for which 
reafon,. during the war, they are much reforted to 
by privateers. | 
-.-Thefe iflands are low, flat, and fandy, abound- 
ing with trees, fuch as mammeas, {padilloes, man-. 
chineel, &c. Point Sanballas is rocky, long, and 
low; -and being guarded by rocks a mile off at fea, 
the approach to it is dangerous. - Three leagues to 
_ the weft of Point Sanballas lies Port Scrivan, where 
there.is-a good harbour, the entrance of which is 
dangerous; tho’ the landing here is bad, it being 
fwampy ground, yet captain Conon and other pri- 
vateers chofe to march from hence on account of 
- its being little frequented, over land to Porto-bello, 
in 1619, and by this method of proceeding they ef- 
caped being taken notice of by the Spanifh fcouts, 
not being difcovered till they came within an hour’s 
march of the town. 

_ The place where Nombre de Dios formerly ftood 
is. but a bad fitnation, and the air, is fill worle; 
the bay before it is open to the fea; and it af- 
_ fords but little thelter for fhipping, which was one 
reafon for its having been quitted by the Spaniards. 


_- There are a few ftraggling iflands at the mouth of 


the bay of Nombre de Dios, between which and 
the Ifthmus,a very:convenient harbour is formed. 
- the coaft all the way hence to Porto-bello is gene- 
rally rocky; the land is fruitful, very hilly, and 
covered with trees, except fome fpots, which the 


: S, Spanifh Indians, who are tributary to Porto-bello, 


_. have cleared where they go to church. When you 
have entered the harbour, the mouth of which is 
but narrow, it appears to afford good thelter for 
BY sinistoso1e t | fhipping : 
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fhipping.: to this place the Peruvian treafures are 
brought‘over land from Panama. ©) ) Se 
_ The town of Porto-bello, which forms a half 
“moon, the feabeing’ the area, liesiat the bottom of: 
the harbour,, the entrance: of which on the left-. 
hand is fecured by a ftrong fort, and: on. the right’ 
by ablock-houfe ; there are feveral other forts pro~ 
tecting the towa, fcattered very conveniently about,. 
and they contribute very much to the-ftrengthening: 
of it. In thefe.are generally quartered two or three 
hundred Spanifh foldiers; the town: is: long andi 
narrow, with two principal, and feveral crofs ftreets 
in the middle of it is-a fmall parade, furrounded 
with houfes that are handfome and well-built, as the 
town in general is, 'The church-is a good: edifice; 
and on the eaft, from:the north to the fouth fide 
run the king’s ftables, in which the mules employ- 
ed to bring in the treafure from Panama are kept. 
Near thefe is a fmall rivulet of freth water ; and 
between the parade and the governor’s: houfe, 
which is clofe to the great fort, is a brook, over 
which is a bridge. The fhore, ‘when the tide 
withdraws, is covered with a black: filthy mud, 
whence arife, promoted by the heat of the'climate, 
very noifome vapours. The country, to the foutl 
and eaft, is hilly, with. fome wood, but no great 
quantity of fruit, Having thus taken a flight fur- 
vey of the north fide of the Ifthmus, let us pro- 
ceed to the fouth, | th, 
The Point Garachina is pretty high, and -forms 
the weft fide of the mouth of the river Sambo; 
but that part toward the river is low, fwampy, and 
over run with mangrove, . 2S oubke 
The mouth of the Sambo opens: to. the north, 
and from thence the coaft-trends away ina north-— 
eaft direction to the gulf of St. Michael, which is 
formed by the outlet of feveral rivers,. the chief of 
which. are the river Santa Maria, the river of Con- 
8°, 
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go, and-the-Gold River, fo called. from the plenty 
of gold-duft found therein, to’ gather which’ the 
Spaniards bring -hither their negroes from Panama 
and Santa»Maria; on the fouth fide of which, at 
aigood diftance from-the fea, ftands.a town. of the © 
fame name. This:was the firft river we entered in 
ithe fouth feas »whend went upon anexpeditionwith | 
captain Sharp. ‘We took the town at ‘that time, 
dt being newly-built by ‘the Spaniards of Panama, 
and in it ‘we founda good magazine’of provifion, 
and ajgarrifon of two ‘hundred Spanifh foldiers, 
‘Indeed the fort -was only fecured by :pallifadoes, 
andthe town was ‘not,as yet walled. The latid is 
_ dow, woody, and uiwholfome; the-rivers are oozy, 
_ sand the air is infefted by:the ftench of the mud., 
_ «However, the willage of Schu¢chadero, which:lies 
—oen-the right dide of the -river, ‘being on.a high 
‘sground, and <open to the-réfrefhment of the fea 
‘breezes, is ‘far ‘from ‘being unhealthy. Here isa 
fine rivulet of/freth water, a moft valuable poffeffi- 
ron, as the reft of the rivers, even:far up the;coun- 
try, are brakifh and ill-tafted. 
The mouth iof ‘the ‘river: Congo: is muddy, :and 
‘eft “bare at low ‘water-for a-vaft-way; however, 
fhips may ipafs:over at ‘high water, and when they 
areadvanced within, they-willfind the road deepen 
fufficiently. Phere are many iflands in ‘this-gulf, . 
where theanchoring isogood, tho’ in cozy: ground ; 
vthey are fullcof'mangroves, and afford good fhelter 
-tothe:fhipping. There are‘many.creeks and out- 
-dets here ‘upon ‘the coaft, but :no frefh water, at 
Jeaft I could:-find none in the dry ‘feafon; in the 
wet, ‘the declivities of the ground, and dropping - 
of the trees, afford water’enough. The town of 
‘Cheapo, ‘which “is fmall, and -of' no great confe- 
‘quence, ‘ftands at fome diftance from thefea, on 
the weft fide of ‘the river;Cheapo. f 
batts Ty The 
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The ground hereabout is partly woodland -part-' 
ly favannah, the latter being variegated with de> 
lightful hillocks, intetmixed with {pots of wood ; 
and near to this place the river takes its rife, and 
after a weftward courfe, for the moft part,’ falls 
into the North Sea, On the fouth fide of it, near 
Panama, ftands Vera Cruz, a village of inns and 
ftore-houfes, from which, inerchandife, plate ex- 
cepted,. that being carried all the way by land, ‘is 
fent down the river Chagre to Porto-bello. | 

The land farther weft, between the river Cheapo 
and Panama is low, dry, and even, over-run with 
bufhes, and fometimes covered with fea-water. 
Near this place ftood the old city of Panama, which . 
was burned by Sir Henry Morgan, about the time ~ 
that the Spaniards were about to quit it, on ac- 
count of its inconveniencies, having no good land- 
ing-place. There is nothing to be feen of it at 
prefent, but a few feattering houfes and heaps of — 
ruins, The new town, which is built farther weft, 
has a good harbour, and fhips may ride fafelyin 
the road, under fhelter of the three Perica iflands, 
but they are not immediately under command of 
the town, there being along bank between the town 


and the road. | Panama appears very beautiful at — 


fea, the walls of the houfes being of white ftone, 
covered with pan-tiles, a commodity much ufed all 
over the Spanith Weft Indies; it has no fortifica- 
“tions, but is enclofed in a {trong wall, efpecially 
towards the fea, which fometimes damages it con- 
 fiderably : itis farrounded by hills, favannahs, cop- 
fes, and farm-houfes for the cattlé, which are horfes, 
mules, and oxen, and taken all together, from‘a 
-diftance, forms a very beautiful land{kip. | 

It. is-the chief town for bufinefs and trade on _ 
the South Sea coaft, being the receptacle of the _ 


wealth of Lima and other Peruvian ports, keep- 


ing up a commercial correfpondence with Me- — 
xICO. 
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Rico. The king of Spain keeps a prefident here, 
who acts in concert with the council, and to whom 
_ the governor of Porto-bello is fubfervient, as in- 
- deed is the whole country as far as Guatimala. Pa- 
. nama, when compared to Porto-bello, is a- very. 
healthy town, and yet it is fickly enough, as is 
ufually experienced by thofe who come from the 
- purer climates of Lima and Traxilloas, they be- 
ing generally forced to cut off their hair, which 
foon grows too heavy for the head. : 
‘The Rio Grande, lying about a league to the 
weft of Panama, is a rapid ftream, unfit for fhip-— 
- ping, its. mouth being very fhoal. On its weft. 
ern banks are good plantations of fugar; and here, 
as the fhore begins to trend away to the fouthward, 
I fhall halt in my defcriptive progrefs. The fhore 
between Point Garachina and the Rio Grande ex- 
tending to Punta Mala makes a femicircular bay, 
known by the name of the Bay of Panama; in it 
arefome fineviflands, as Perica, Pacheque, Che- 
pelio, King’s Ifland, &c.  Thefe are not only 
plentiful in the produce, of wood, water, fruit, 
fowls, hogs, &c. but afford alfo an excellent har- 
bour for fhipping; and, upon the whole, it is a 
moft delightful bay. | 
The foil of the inland country, confifting of a 
black fine. mould, is extremely fertile. From the 
gulf of St. Michael, to the hills of Caret Bay, it is 
well watered and pleafant ; but there is no travelling 
* upon the fhore near the gulf, as the ground is 
broken and fwampy, Welt of the river Congo, 
till you pafs the river Cheapo, the land is rich, in- 
terfperfed with pleafant high-lands, but afterwards 
it is one continued wood... The ridge is extreme- - 
ly fertile, being covered even to the top with trees, 
and if one may be allowed to judge of the climate 
from accurate obfervation, there is nothing that 
grows 
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growsin Jamaica but what sould ‘here thrive won- 
-derfully; .for the foil is extremely luxuriant. 

- Phe woods on:the fea coaft -are aloft :impene-. 
trable, the trees arefo interwoven; but, more in 


land, ‘they form -rather .groves regularly planned, - 


free from underwood and brambles; fo that a’ horfe- 
man may-gallop among: them a-vaft way over a beau- 
tiful lawn, with a canopy of verdure:above'his 


head, nor yet meet the flighteft obftru@tion-orin- _ 
conveniency. The weather in this latitude is much ~ 
the fameas in moft other places of the torrid zone, ~ 


but rather inclining to be very wet. Thevrainy: 


feafons begin. in April and May, andcontinue very — 


violent during June, July, and Auguft, the-weather- 
being moft . of that time glowing ‘hot ; and as the - 


cooling breezes are wanting, the air is fo fultry, 
that if the fun chances to: break thro’ a-cloud, itis — 


almoft'intolerable : they begin to abate mn Septem- 

ber, but it is fometimes January before they are 

quite gone. ss, +4 . ae 
They commence with afudden fhower in a day, 


like our April or thunder fhowers ; then‘follow per- 


haps two or three in a day, afterwards there falls 
one every hour; then they perhaps continue.for the 
whole day, accompanied with violent thunder and 
lightning, and the air impregnated ~with a faint 
fulphureous: fmell, which is “fill worfe, pent up 


among the woods. ‘It may perhaps: rain:inceflant- 
‘ly for four or fix weeks without any thunderor — 
‘lightning, and then fometimes there fucceeds:aiweék. 


of fair, weather, with now and then»a tornado, - 
which brings with it a refrefhing air, ‘but then the © 
dropping of the trees is as troublefome as the rain. 
There ‘is generally a moft*harfh concert‘ of thew 
hiffing .of ferpents, the  croaking of ‘toads, “and 


‘humming of gnats, &c. after every ‘heavy fhower. | 


} 
} 


Tho’ this country is’ not’ peftered with gnats‘and . 


-muifkettos, as other warm countries, yet in the a 


al 


. fwampy 


4 
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fwampy grounds, and among the moit groves they 

are very troubiefome. The rains make a:hollow | 
rattling found in the woods, andthe torrents pour- 

ing from the high lands, as I have before remarks 

ed in defcribing my own adventures, tear up vatt 

_ trees by the roots, and force them forward with! 
the current. _ By thefe means a river is often bar- 
ricadoed or blocked up, until another flood, in a 
more even direction, drives down and fets the im- 
_ pedimentsafloat... Sometimes the floods will fpread 
themfelves over the neighbouring grounds, and give 
the low lands the appearance of a lake, or of a 
broad fea. . The cooleft time in ‘this. quarter of the 
world is about Chriftmas, when the fair. weather 
fs coming on, and the clouds beginning to break; 
give a free courfe to the air, to refrefh the weary 
inhabitants wiith the breeze, re vied 


4 CHAP. Iv, 


Of the forubs, fruits, and various kinds of trees 
found on the Ifthmus, and the very particular man- 


ner of the inhabitants [making tobacco. 


ft MONG tthe variety of fruits and trees that 
3 A this climate produces, are many abfolutely 
unknown to Europe. Of fome few of the moft cu- 
rious we fhall take notice, beginning with the 
cotton-tree, which is not only the largeft, but the 
moft common tree upon the Ifthmus. It bears'a cod’ 
about the bignefs of a nutmeg, wherein is con- 
tained a fort of fhort wool or down, which, when 
ripe, burfts out, and is fcattered by the wind. The 
timber of this tree, which the Indians burn hollow, 
but the Spaniards form with chizzels-and other ine 
- ftruments, is particularly ufed in building canoes, and 
Vou. V. N {mall 
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{mall veffels for the water; when new it is eafily 
worked upon; being as foft asa willow. ° - . | 
- On the north part of, the fea-coaft are plenty of — 
the moft ftately cedars, which, tho’ one of the moft; _ 
fragrant woods, .as well as the moft beautiful grain- 
éd in the world, is ufed in canoes and other coarfée,_, 
bufinefs. 1 do’ not remember that I ever faw ei-. 
ther the cotton-tree or the maccaw on any of the, 
iflands, eet svi Meals Rey Wek ta, 
The maccaw-tree is a fpecies of palm, growing 
in moift grounds, and rifing ftraight up to about. 
the height of ten feet, bearing neither leaf nor, 
branch but near the top, where the branches fhoot — 
out to the length of twelve or fourteen feet, being. 
in the thickeft part a foot and an half wide, and lef- 
fening gradually till it diminifhes toa point. «The — 
body is furrounded, at certain diftances, with protu-. 
berant rings, and thofe thick fet with long prickles ;_ 
the middle of the tree isa pith like elder, engroffing _ 
half the diameter of the body; the broad end of | 
the leaf, which is jagged abont the edges, and as _ 
thick as one’s hand, is thick-fet with prickles: on 
the top, amidft the roots of thefe leayes,-grow the — 
fruit in clufters, of perhaps {cores together, each — 
as large as a middle-fized pear, the figure of it be- | 
ing oval, and the colour, when ripe, a yellow or — 
bright red;, it has a harfh tart tafte, but is ex- 
tremely pleafant; the outfide is ftringy and flimy, 
and there is a ftone in the middle. “The Indians. 
cut them down if they cannot readily reach the fruit _ 
otherwife; the wood is heavy, hard, .and black, 
fplitting very eafily ; it is made ufe of in building 
for planks and rafters. . 0 i gil 
The bibby isa ftraight flender tree, fcarce thick-_ 
cr than a reafonable thigh, which grows to.the— 
height of fixty or feventy feet; the branches fprout _ 
out near the top, and round the root of each branch _ 
grow the berries like a garland: the wood is clofe- | 
; 4 ) .< grained 


: 
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grained and black ; and within the tree is a natrow 


_ pith; the Indians tap it when young, and the'bib: 


by diftils thro’ the bore, being’ a tartith wheyith 


4 liquor that is pleafant enough, and fit to drink in 
_ a day or two.» The berries are about the bignefs _ 


of a nutmeg, of a wheyifh colour, and very oily, 
they are pounded, ftrained, and then boiled : the 


: oil, which is very bitter, and ufed by the Indians 


to mix the ‘colours wherewith they paint them- 


felves, fwims on the top, whence, as the liquor cools. 
it'may be fkimméd off. The Indians do not cut, 


y 


_ but burn the tree to come’ at the berry, ih 
__ There is'a tree grows on the Ifthmus, bearing a. 
_fruit'like a cherry, which ‘is full‘of ftones and ne- 
Bever jotteng; ef tnet pelt elstirss frat ad . 


‘The plantain-treé “is ‘not the natural produce of 
the Ifthmus, but the feed being wathed down with 
the rains from the neighbouring countries, fows it- 


‘felf, and {prouts up by the water-fide. Beneath 
the fruit, which is oblong, grow feveral leaves one 
under another, growing broader and broader as 
they defcend, and at a diftance they look like a 
“plume of feathers ; they make pleafant groves, if 


fet to advantage, and the Indians, to get at .the 


fruit, cut them down, which, ‘as they are foft 


and pappy, may be done with one blow of an ax. 
The bonanoe, a fort of plantain, the fruit of 


which is thick, {weet, and mealy, abounds alfo on 


the Ifthmus. « _ ix ; 
In the iflands are great quantities of mammee- 


trees, which grow very ftraight, to the height of ' 
“fixty feet or more; the fruit, in the middle of 
‘which is a ftone, is wholefome and delicious, ge- 
‘nérally fomething larger than a pound-pear.”: . 
There is a {pecies of a’ mammee called mammee- 
Aappota, the fruit of which, when ripe, is beau- 

‘tifuily coloured, and fmaller, but firmer than the _ 


* 
- 
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.. Sapadilloes donot grow fo high as the mammee: ~ 
the fruit, which is coated like a ruffet-pippen, but 
of a. fmaller fize, is very pleafant; they, are plenti- © 
ful in-all the iflands, and.are found aifo on the cons 
tinent, where, abounds the moft delicious fruit, in 
the world, I mean the pine-apple. 9) op a 
It. is like .an artichoak, and as big, as.a-man’s 
head 5 it grows like a. crown, on the top,of.a ftock 
as thick as.a man’s apm, andafoot andanhalf high; 
the fruit is-furrounded with, fhort, prickly leaves; 
and commonly weighs about fix pounds ;. the fruit 
is very juicy, and fome people imagine the.tafteto 
be an alemblage of all the fineft fruits in the world: 
the :leaves are to be pared from the fruit, which 
has neither ftone nor kernel ; the leaves of the plant 4 
grow from the root, and are about a foot long. 
- The prickly-pear isa fair fruit, much eaten by the — 
Indians; it grows ona prickly plant four feet high. 
Few:fences can be better than the pope’s head, — 
which is a plant growing like a,mole-hill, and full — 
of thick, sharp, .hard {purs, with black, points, of” 
about a fpan long, which gall extremely the le sh 
and feet of, any one. that chances to be entang! dp 
amongit it. : lode baP vsesiaa: et se 
The Indians make no other ufe of the fugar-_ 
cane found here, than to fuck out the juice, 5, i 
- Im the iflands are found a fruit called the machi-_ 
nel-apple, of a very fine colour and a moft fragrant 
fmell, but ofa nature fo malignant, that whoever 
chances to tafte of it is poifoned, without an.im-_ 
mediate antidote is adminiftred. ‘The trees.aret Ny 
large-bodied, and full of leaves; the, grain of #1 Ce 
‘wood. is very fine, delicately grained, and afed m 


pened. to repofe.in its fhade, raifing blifters every 
» where that it touched 5 indeed he was fo affected t 


} 


MR. LIONEL WAFER. 269 


his life was faved with. difficulty, and he carried 
the marks of i it, like the {cars of the arise bas, to 
his ‘grave: | 

This part of the world prétidées two forts of 
maho, the one being as large as afh, the other 
{maller, and the latter grows by the river fide, ‘in 
moift fwampy places; the bark is ragged, and will 


Tip off in’ ftrings to the very top, thefe ftrings be- 


ing, tho’ flender, very ftrong; fo that’ cable-ropes 


‘and rigging for veffels are made of ‘them,’ and 


they are formed ‘into threads for fithing-nets and 


other ufes, by twifting them between the knee and 
the palm of the’ hand. | 


~ The calabath is a fheli-fruit, ‘of a aldbiilar hth, 


very hard, and containing two, three, four or: five 
" quarts: of thefe there are two forts, the one being 


fweet, the other bitter; the fubftance of both is 


: fpongy and juicy; I cannot fay that they are very 
delicious, but the Indians ufe them frequently on 


amarch, fucking the juice and fpitting out the reft. 
The bitter fort is medicinal, anda {pedific in ters 


- tians, a decoction of them adminiftred by way of clyf= 
 teris:admirable in the dry gripes. ‘The (hells are 


made ufe of as drinking-veflels, being almoft'as 
hard as the coco-fhell, but not quite fothick, The - 
Darien calabafh is, when painted, greatly valued by 
phe Spaniards, - 

‘Gourds are of two fpecies; the fweet, which is 
not over pleafant, and the bitter, which is medict= 
nal in the paffio-jliaca, tertians, coftivenefs; &c. ad-= 


_ miniftred by way of clyfter; they creep‘along the 


_ ground, or wind round) trees like ‘the: vine } hog 
gourd- -fhells ferve for pails or buckets, 


Herelis’alfo found a kind of flagger called f le 


| eras, growing in moift places, under cover of ‘hills 


‘e 
i; 
ie 


the leaves fhoot ‘out ina knobbed root, and % are 

like a {word blade, being at the bottom thick’ as 

one’s a taare and- growing thinner ! ‘gradually till ik 
N 3 _ termi- 
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terminates ina point: thefe leaves are. ieee! atthe | 
edges liké acreap-hook or faw,_ and fometimes grow, | 
to the length of two yards: when they come ta — 
a: proper growth the Indians cut them, dry them — 
in the fun, and then beat them into fine flax,’ ‘Of - | 
which they make ropes for the hammocks, all forts 
of fifhing-nets, &c. it is'certainly ftronger than any 
of our hempen or flaxen threads, and the fhoe- 
makers in Jamaica wie it for their ends; the Spa- 
nifh women make ftockings: of it, which are fold 
very dears (and the women in theWeft. Indian 

plantations weave'a yellowifh lace out of ity seHich 
ae are very proud of. 

The light-w ood. tree is about: the fize aa an’ faim. 
witha leaf like: that of the walnut), it is ftreight a) 
and, well-bodied); the. grain of it réfembles:that.of 
the cottén-tree,’ being of a whitifh:colour}:its fubs 
{tance refembling cork, tho’ know not'whetherdit 
be fo {pongy or not ;. of itare made good tompions — 
for the: muzzles of guns, and»it is fo light that a* _ 
man ‘may carry a large quantity of it'‘onchis back 
at a,time.. Ona rafter made of three or four logs 
of it, four feet long;.and not thicker than/a:man’s 
thigh, two,or three men have been known to.ven= 


‘ture to fea; thefe rafts are made,. by firft binding 


with maho.cords feveral of the logs collaterally, 
acrofs which are laid other logs, at fome:diftance 
from each other, and thefe are; pegged down: to 
the former .with ftrong -maccaw. pegs, which | an 
this fpongy wood takes a furprifing ftrong:-hold; on 
thefe rafts, which refemble the dyers: floats | upon — | 
the ‘Thames at London, the, Andians croft darge H 
rivers, and, go, out: to fifh. | 

. The whitewood-tree is like sh willow, it grows | 
one or two and twenty feet high, and the trunk is 
but flender;, the leaf refembles that of fenna; it | 
is the whiteft, fineft grained wood I ever on, be: vt 
inset alfo very hard and eae ont Han hr 4 
Y hey a P i 
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‘They do not take any cate jof their tamarind~ 
trees, which are large and umbrageous; they ge- 
nerally thrive in a fandy foil near a river: the fruit: 
is good, but of a brown fort. . 
“The locuft-tree, a fpecies of tafiabiiid,, ‘it of the 
wild fort; abounds here; as does the baftard cin- - 
namon, which has 3S hort thick se ee sia of 2 
bean. 
Of the patios! -cane, ivi anae: site Hint 


in copfes, twenty or thirty of then well guarded 


_ by prickles, fprout from one root; they rife neat 


the river, and the avenues which they: fill become 
thereby impaffable; few of them. are fonnd ‘in the 


iflands, but on theifthmus they are plentiful enough. 


“The hollow bamboe will hold fometimes.a gal- 


lon; fometimes more; they are found only on the 


continent, rifing twenty or thirty feet high, and a 


foot and.an half in. circumference; ‘they have knots: 


all down them, at the diftance of -about half a. 


yard ; the leaves, fhaped like: thefe of the elder, 


clufter at the top:of each -cane. 2 
+ The mangrove-tree’ confifts’ of, outa ‘tHIn i, , 


! fisolicie from different roots, that rife-a foot or more: 
_ above the water, and uniting one with-another they. 


_ form a pretty lufty tree.; | Where, ‘thefe trees are’ 


thick they over-rui the ground, !in fuch a manner, 


that there is no pafling on the bank of the falt wa- 
ter.’ Mangrove is redith, and ufed in tanning lea- 
ther. ‘I have fome reafon to think that the Pe- 


2 TE Y 


ruvian or egos s bark i is the pied of a fort of, 


"mangrove. ving 


~< Bell and. tava ebper., ai growing? on a eae 


of about three feet high,” the darter’ baving’a fmatler, 


feaf, and being in’ moft ‘efteem}, ‘dte the Poohta. 
neous products of the foil ; as ‘is fo the réd-wood, 
a flendet ‘tree ‘of thirty or forty feet high, ‘with a 


: pene bark; “the grain is | of a bright red cafti 
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and givesd moft beautiful red {tain to cottons, which 
no wafhing ‘can ever rémove. : a 
The Indians here know alfo’ the ufe of yams’ 
and potatoes; the latter they roaft, of thé former. 
they have tWo forts, the white and purple. 
Caflava, a:root fomething like parfnip alfo eyes | 
welFhere ; thé fweet fort they roaft and eat, ‘ofthe 
other, having preffed out the juice, which is ra k 
poifon, they make’ bread fomething like our Gat- 
bread, by erating’ it to ‘powder, and ftrewing’ i it 
over 4 hot baking ftone, on which it becomes a | 
cake that i is Crifp, “white, and very agreeable’ when’ 
dried. This fort’ of bread is not peculiar to to the 
Hthmus; it is ufed alfo in Jamaica, and in all the z 
Indian colonies? > oe ae 
“They have here plenty of tobacco, but as they 
- dre ftrangers to the rianner of manuring the plant, 
it is not quite fo ftrong as that of Virginia ; ; they 
lay feveral leaves, having {tripped and cuted them, 
one upon another, and then roll them up fideways,, 
leaving the - center hollow; and by rolling leaf up- 
on leaf, they extend it to the length of two or 
three feet, the roll being extremely hard: “their 
way of finoking it is. “extremely ‘particular; 4 boy 
Having lighted one end of it, blows thé fmoke 
with the: Breath of hisimouth thro” the ‘whole Teeth 
of the roll into the faces of all the company, w hich’ 
offering they receive, ‘fitting on forms, in the hot 
low of their hands, inhaling it with vaft eagernefs,, 
and feeming to be in raptures at fo agreeable a Fone 
frefhment. ‘They are perfumed in this manner, 
when it council, and there are perhaps” two. of 
three bundred petfons prefent, Mee 
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p Sette ort Qaim niin LGD i 
Of the feveral forts of feur-footed beafts, reptiles, ine 
soles feds, See peculiar to this climate, 0). 


FPNHERE is.no great variety of beafts.peculiar — 
dL, tothe Hthmus of America: but as the foil is 
rich and fertile, I am perfuaded, that were it well 
cleared from wood, it would afford fine pafturage 
for black cattle, fwine, and fuch other ufeful ani- 
mals. as are found in Europe, and. ufually brought 
thence into thefe climates, where they are efpecial~ 
‘ly efleemed . pool aid ait ii, Oat 
There is here a beaft of a black colour, with 

- fhort legs, but extremely fwift, called the pecary'; 
it refembles the Virginia-hog, and has the navel 
not on the belly but on the back, whence if it be 
~ not cut in a couple of hours after the beaft is killed, 
it communicates to it a moft unfavoury: tainti: 
when this is done, theflefh, which is nourifhing and 
well-tafted, will keep frefh, for many days. The 
Indians, when they have a mind to preferve it long- 

_ er, barbicue it in the following manner: they plant 
four ftakes in the ground, eight or nine feet from 
each other,. laying others a-crofs, , parallel to and 
‘about a foot from the ground; upon thefe are 
_ Jaid pieces of the beaft, and underneath a hot char~ 
coal fire, which is kept in for three, four, or 
. five days} the meat being continually: turned till 
it becomes as dry as a chip, or as fmoked beef. 
Thus they manage abroad not only the pecary, but 
many forts of birds, ‘the warree, &c. with this dif- 
. ference, that they flea fhe lattér; if there be much, 
the women affift the men in carryingit home. : From 
the meat thus preferved they cut bits. for-ufe, and 
when the flock is out go a hunting for more * 
iat as PNeg? bass Sosiet sae Mehedve 
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There is a neceflity for fome cookery of this fort, — 
in which I fhould have obferved they ufe a fprink- i 
ling of falt, becaufe the country is fo very moift. _ 7 
*"The-pecaries'go in droves of one or two’ hundred 
‘together; and-the Indians bring them down cither’ 
“with dogs or arrows; but they find it a difficult 
talkion' account of their! fwiftnefs... I myfelfhave 
hunted.aiwhole’ day with. Lacenta, without being — 
ible to catch more than twopecaries; tho’ we havé _ 


farted near a thoufand, nay more.) 0 0 2 
i The warree’ is another’ kind of hog, with little — 
ears, huge:tufks, and long briftles covering the — 
whole. body; it fights with’ every creature ‘that — 
comes in its way, but feems to have a peculidfen- 
anity tothe pecary. “They aré good:food,’ arid the - 
Andians hunt and barbicue them,» iu¢ ool thus) | 
iovEtisca little remarkable, that tho’ they have'plen- _ 
“ty of redideer, they never’hunt them; and feemed — 
hot well fatisfied that: our: men “fhould killand’eat 
then, retufing, with great indications of difpleafure, — 
sto-partake of theimeal; yet they pick/up‘the horns 
shat arefound thed:m the woods, and has! them 
“upiby way ioftornament im their houfes)) eosbe 
sacHere® is :acxacer of {mall ill-fhaped> dogs, with — 
‘rouph>firaggiing» hair like ‘our mongrels, but they — 
Jonlyoftatt! game, or by barking:keep! it atsbay-till — 
“the hunteuscome up, for they never ran/any dowhs 
‘lange :firong ‘dogs. would: be valuable: preferits here ;_ 
butsthen there’ would: begreat danger of! their 
‘gtavaing? wild sini: fuch>:an! uncultivated? eéuntry.’ 
-Herelareono hares, butia few:rabbits; very near a 
tadgeyasdmates, with litle:fhort ears,lond claws, — 
--andeno tails; the Englifh call them Indian coniess _ 
theyare aplealant juicy sikat, and! do not-burrow — 
deep instheptound, but dodge in ithe! tootsiof treés, 
bast ber woodsi ate ofrll of lvariots forts! of middle- | 
. fized-monkies} which :aresexcellentlfoddsimot of b 
then’ are black, and haveél beards: but there ‘re. 
Mio bhitat 7 vt ; others — 
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~ others white and beardlefs. In the dry feafons the _ 
fruit makes them pure and, fat; ‘but the Indians 
never ate of them till they faw us doit. In the, 
rainy feafons they have large worms in their bowels, ' 
fome of them fix. or feven feet long; they are a” 
very waggith fort of monkey, ,{kipping from bough 
to bough, with their young) at their back, chat- 
tering, making faces at us, and waiting a fair op-* 
portunity to pifs upon us as. we paffed near them. 
When the trees. between which they chufe to. pafs. 
are too far from one another,, they lay hold.of each. 
,other’s tail, and forming,a link, {wing dowa, when 
_the lowermoft catching hold: ‘of the bough, climbs 
nimbly up, and draws the reft, who take care of 
, o theuypratp, rafter im. S4't  Xich ig dt Ol eine 
‘ Here are neither bullocks, fheep, cows, affés,. 
goats nor horfes; and as they have no cats, a pre- 
fent of fome good moufers would be highly rated, 
_for they are over-run with grey rats and mice: and 
when we propofed fome ‘reward to two of the na- — 
. tives who had cruifed with, and been of fervice,to 
-us for fome time, he begged a cat, which hé-had 
feen us apply to catch thefe. vermin; and his re+ 
queft was no, fooner granted, than he‘ hurried off 
_ his confort.to. the canoe, without ‘ftaying, for any’ 
_ other gratification, and they, haltily paddled off! 
with ftrong marks of being infinitely rejoiced ‘at the - 
acquifition. sesar: 4 t Ny at aT Qa) ae {i : 
1 know they have fnakes, but.I did. not much 
- notice their {pecies; their {piders are not poifoaous, 
but very, large: and having picked the lice out) of 
their heads with their fingers, they eatithem.. 4). 
The foldier-infect fwarms.in the Sanballoe iflands; 
.ityis.a {pecies of the. fnail, having.a fhell,:.ont of 
which you fee the head and about one third. of his. 
body, of the colour, of a, boiled fhrimp ; it has fe~ 
~ ,veral {mall claws, and two large ones, likea crab + 
_ the tail part, within the fhell, when roafted,. is.as 
‘ee ‘ ite hte ie. J deliciaus 
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delicious as any marrow’ the fore-part is bony and. 
ufelefs; they feed under the trees upon what drops 
from them, and if they chance to have lately prey- 


ed upon the manchinel-apple, they are fo infeftiousy 


that they almoft poifon thofe who eat them: acci- 
dents of this nature have difordered many of my 
fhip-mates, but I always made fome ‘{hift to recover 
them. I have found an oil extrated from ‘this i- 
feét, excellent againft {prains or ¢ontnfions ;\ it is 
of a yellowifh colour like wax, and as thick as palm- 


9} Riis J J ; € + ie oe eke e gad tt ee 
. Thefe iflands produce alfo-a few land-crabs, a 
reptile common among the Caribbee iflands; and 


in Anguilla I have feen fome as large as the biggeft _ 
fea-crab; they dre good meat, and are beftwhen — 
‘caught after a fhower of rain ; for then they leave | 
their holes, in which they burrough’ like rabbits, | 


and go in fearch of food: the inhabitants; when 


they catch them,: put them into a potatoe inclofure, — 
where they leave them for two or three days to fat- ' 


ten, and they are {aid to thrive on fuch food ex- 
themoety Well, SE Teo eo oat) OU Ok Te 
- I do not remember to have feen either alligators 


or guanos, which are a {maller fort of alligator, on » 
the Ifthmus; but there are plenty of green and red 


{peckled lizzards of about a fpan long, which are 
innocent familiar creatures, and permitted by the 
Indians to run about their houfes unmolefted, _ 


802, 24-AOELOoAGP) Mins es 
Of the birds, and other winged Species known upon the 
a eA  Uftbmus, oo ono 


THERE is a long, large-bodied, ftately bird — 

_ common to the woods here, called by the 

- Indians chicaly-chicaly ; its note is fharp like that of — 
the cuckoo, but much quicker, and its plumage 
Pe Ret ? ‘ contains 
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contains the fineft red, blue, and other lively com 
jours that can be- mapined + of the feathers of the 
back the Indians fometimes make a fort’ of apron +- 


. the flefh is well-tafted, but blackith, This bird. | 


feeds on fruit, flies from tree to. tree, and eorely. 
lights on the ground. 

‘The quam is 9 well-tafted bird that heéle softs 
ly among the branches; his wings are of a dun 
colour, but his tail is thort, sey upright, and 
dark, » 

There is a riilfencoloeted “wird, that feldom or 


néver: flies, fhapéd fomething like a’ ‘partrige, ‘with 
Hoager legs: and neck, but a fhort tail. 


a he 
z 


‘The corrofou is'a large heavy bird, living among 


ne fruit-trees, and having a -coarie, ait deliohtful 


note, which the Indians imitate, and by praétifing 
it ‘Bifcaver their haunts: the cock is blacker than 


the hen, and has on his head a-crown, of yellow 
feathers, which he moves at pleafure3 his gills are 


like thofe of a turkey. The Indians either bury 


_the bones of this bird, or throw them into the ri- 


ver, left the dogs fhould eat them, in which ani- 
mal, they fay, they produce frenzy: the Englifh in 


_ . the "Welt Indies have the fame notion. 


Here is alfo a great variety of beautiful ‘parrots, 


“which are good food, and do not differ much: si ae 
» the generality of thofe found in Jamaica. 


The paraquitoes, which are moft.of them green, 
do not mix with the parrots, but fly in fHocks by 
themfelves.. 

The moft beautiful bird T ever faw in my life-is 


. the macaw-bird; its feathers are an aflemblage) of 


the moft delightful colours that can be conceived ; 


its tail is bufhy, with two or three red or blue 


feathers:much' longer than the reft:' the pinioris of - 


.the'wings are in fome all red, and in others all blue, 


exe 


and the reft-yellow ; its bill is like a hawk, and its 
- ag bike like that of a) parrot, but it is twice 
bo? as 
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as large; they. have naturally a, hoarfe, deep note, 


but are.excellent mimicks,.and may be eafily.taught- 


exactly to imitate a human.voice: the Indians keep: 
them aswe do:parrats and magpies, tame:about the. 
houfe, and when they are a little ufedto the family, 
‘and can) chatter’ a few words, they, let-them fly 
among.the wild.ones to the, woods, fome.of which 
they often decoy withthem home, whither they 
conftantly;return with the evening, and give no- 
tice of their arrival by fluttering about, and chat- 
tering in fuch amanner, that they-have often. given 
me high entertainment: the flefhis black, but good. 


eating. ee Vdd a RL Cop uD DR dh dmdigo-~gel gs 
. (There is a woodpecker here, with a long. flender 


bill, and ftrong. claws, wherewith it can, climbja 
tree; {ticking very. faft to it; it is, coloured like our 
magpies, , but-more neatly, and. isa fmaller bird.; 
they yield.an. earthy unpleafant favour ;. however, 
J have eat. them with fatisfaction when I-could get 
nothing: elfe:the Indians will not touch them,. y; 
_ They, -have a large and a {mall fort of poultry 
about the houfe; among ;the. former, are, our com- 
mon dunghill, the copple-crowned;,and, the .game- 
cock and hen, tho’ the people here. take,no. delight 
in cock-fighting.. The latter have bufhy tails »and 
feathered. legs; the tips of, their wings,aregene- 
rally black, and they are very ftately :, they all crow 
on the approach of day, as our poultry. do; they. 
keep clofe about the houfe, and do not: range far 


into the woods; they are pretty fat and well-tafted, _ 
for the Indians give them {tore of maiz,,on which, 


‘they. thrive extremely.,,.. This. {pecies: of poultry 


has within thefe few years, become common in Eng-~ 


_land,, where it:multipliesfaft,.and is known bythe 


name ofthe Guinea. cock and.hen,.. They are:cer- . 


tainly a peat, bird,,.and. more handfome than. any 


.,, There; are many. different forts of the fea-fowls, 


2 


/ 


a 
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not only among the Sanballoeiflands, but all along 
the north coaft;, whereas on the fouth fide, andi pin. 
the bay of Panama, they are not. fo plenty:  per- 
haps this quarter doth not afford; them fo. much 
ith, as the other. 

(The. pelican is a large bird, fhort pihpes ts like 2 
pote, with a great beak, «and a long. neck, which 
it.carries, upright like a fwan; it is web- footed, 
and. its feathers are of a dark grey. colour: under 
the.throat hangs a; membrane which the feamen dry 
for a tobacco pouch, as it will hold near a pound, 
and’.in: this the fowl lays up /provifion, which ‘it 
takes outas it grows hungry. , The young ones are 
faid tobe. aecaaaaih meat, iat they, feed on: sagtbing 
Dut Ghani 

The eewieabrants BE he ‘Samballocs: are : fhaped 
Jike: ducks, .and not much, larger; their, fleth. is 

coarfe and rank; they are black, with.a, white {pot 
on the breaft ; they are alfo web-footed like other 
water-fowls, and pitch on fhrubs and trees near the 
vwater fide. 

The fea-gulls and fea-pies are but’ indifferent 
fifhy-tafted food; to correct which, they are bu- 
tied: guts and: feathers and all for eight or ten hours 
in the fand, after which interment they prove nfuch 

“more agreeable, tho’ rather {maller than-ours. ..- 
-) There are bats on the Ifthmus as large as 
‘pigeons; with: very long wings) the extremities of 
-which-are armed ‘with! claws that affift them in 
‘clinging to any thing in their neg: hey hating ig 
‘houfes and-deferted plantations. <0 ©" 

Among their flying infects are sib ah se 
“walps, beetles, and various forts of flies, the moft 
*pemarkable- of which are ‘the fhining-flies, which 
-@revof the’ siatare’of. the: slow-worm, | and. {catter- 
¢ ed anion g! the: thickets, ih Lappéar: like» fparks of fire. 
-+ WPheythave twoiferts. of 'becs;ithe one: short, 
“thick, and of aired colour; and the other: long, 
tals! | flender, 
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Nender, and black: they nefton thé topy or itr the 
hollow of trees.’ The Indians thruft-in their arms 


and bring’ out the cénrbs, during which action they 


are never once ftung, ‘tho’ the bees perhaps’ ‘cover 
them from*the fhoulder to the finger-ends, and 1 
myfelfwhave oftén had ‘them on my naked body, 
-Awithout’feeling ‘the leaft fart ; from whence ’T aim 
inclined to think they haven6: flings: The Indians 
drink the honey and water mixed, “but of the wax 


they make no‘nfe; for inftead of <a eg have 


alight gummy fort of wood. 


They have'both flying and ‘creeping ants, | Svlittic 
fting and are very troublefome, efpecially when” 


they make‘their way into’ honfes, which'they often 


do. ‘There is no lying down to reft any where 
near the hillocks that they raife; for they climb. 
up the trees and get into the hammocks that a are. 


- flang among them. 


CHA Pp. Vit. 
of the fib found upon this coafte 


: MONG the many kinds of fit cana in nae 4 
North Sea, I fhall mention fome few. that. 
fell under my notice, during my refidence on that. 


-coatt, 


_.. The tarpoon is ee firm, land flaky.: ten ot an us % 
dined heartily upon one that we caught near Car- 


ithagena, which yielded us befides a good. quantity, 
of oil: this fith. seromanly. sake above. aay: 
pounds. oe 
Sharks. are not fo common here. as jn yao arts. 
.of the Weft Indies ; but there is a fmaller ith. fome-. 
thing like .it, called the dog-fifh, which is a well-: 
flavoured food ; ; its mouth is longer and narrower, 
than that, of . the ee 3 and, it nes bike one sow of 
“teeth,. oe. & 4 2 ive 4 LE Pye ee 
agp Peery emer ery Oren 
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' »The cavalle isfound: among: the: Sanballoés:; i¢: 


is.about the bignefs of a mackarel, but clean, flen-: — 

der, and long: it:is.a lively fith, witha: bright). 

large-eye; itis good meat, moift, and satligitied: i 
. The old-wife is a flat fith that. taftes well... 

The paracoodiis:a round flender fithy longer 
than the pike, deemed: very wholefome ; there is-a 
{pecies of this fifh caught offfome particular banks,: 
fo-very poifonous that people dieiof having eaten. 
them, and none efcape without lofing their hair: 
and nails; this effect, I fuppofe, arifes from — 
particular kind of :food that. falls. im their: “way. 


_ have'been told- by feveral perfons, that.taking ‘iw 


back-bone powdered; has been found a certaim an- 
tidote againft its effects, but that after taking it 
there remains: numbnefs and weaknefs inthe oe 
for.a fhort awhile. . | 

The poifonous paracood, fome: ntaha will pied 
tend to diftinguifh from the wholfome paracood, 
by tafting its liver, and if it be well-flavoured they 
drefs and eat the flefh without any fear; but if the 


liver be bitter, and bite the tongue like pepper, they: 


~ throw the fith away, concluding it unfit for food. 


7 


“There is a fort of fith found on the coaft, called 


_ the gar-fith by the Englith failors ; fome of them are 


two feet long; they have a long bone on the fnout, 
of about’ one third of the length of the body,: 
which is very fharp at the end: they glide on the 
furface of the water as fwift as a fwallow, leaping: 


out of the water thirty or forty times together. I 


have been told, that they move with fuch force _ 
that they will run their {nout thro’ the fide of a 


canoe, and it ts dangerous for a-man to meet them, 


left "they firike him thro’, ‘The back-bone looks 
bluifh, of the colour of a fapphir ; : the flefh is very 

gent. a4 $34 
<*The* -failpin jis about a foot long, with ‘# long 
prickly ras which is {tipped off before they are 
dreffed, 
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dreffed; and: then they prove good. ‘meat. The 
Sanballoes abound with’ fhell-fith, :particularly the 
couch,’ which is large and winding like the fhell of 


a. fnail ; the mouth of ‘it is flat and very: wide, in. 


proportion to the bignefs of the‘fhell ; the outfide 


of it isicoarfe and rough, but the infidebright like | 


mother-of-pearl: the fith itfelf is flimy and fandy, 
therefore there is a neceflity for fcouring it clean 
before it is dreffed for eating ; befides which, be- 
ing very tough, it muft be beaten before i it is ‘ufed 
to make it tender. 


) Periwinkles'and limpits fick to’ slid rocks, and 


are ‘good eating, more efpecially the latter. 
- The Ifthmus ‘has no: lobfters nor oyfters, and 
but afew crabs; ‘and there is'a craw-fith found. 


among»the Sanballoes, as large as the lobfter,* but’ _ <.| 


without the great claw: thefe are baeoen meat, ! 
but:the crabs are:not’ néar fo good. on > 

‘I aminot well acquainted «with their Siverefitiess 
of which there are many different forts, one being 
like our roach, but black and bony ;: they are ae 
a, foot long, very fweet, firm, and well-tafted. 

“There is another fith like the: ‘paracood, bat. 
{maller and better tafted. 


There is alfo a fith about eight or ten CEES | 


long, fhaped like our pike; the mouth of itvis like’ 
a.rabbit’s ; his teeth a little way within ; its lips are: 
cartilaginous, and it isa very good fifth. Thefe are’ 
all the. river-fith that fell under my. infpedtion; 
wherefore I fhall proceed to the methods, accord-, 
ing to. which the vee who are : net ‘exper t 
therein, . catch’ their fifth: 

In the mouths of the rivers, ala on the fea alt 
where there are no rocks, they ufe a fort of. drags 
“nets, made of maho-bark or of filk-grafs; but in) 


- the hilly country, where the ftreams are clear, and a 


‘the banks perhaps’ too’ rocky to admit the ule of 


nets, _ Without fpoiling them, they walk along the re 


fide 


. oo 
’ i 
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fide of the river, om which they have:their eyes 
narrowly ‘fixed, and when;they ‘perceive any fith 
they inftantly.. leap into, the; ;water, and» .wade)-or. 
{wim afteri it, turning, as. jit -turnsy until: the, fifh 
flies-for {helter to the brakes under the bank, which 
__ is very common, whither the Indians follow,. and 

take them out with their hands, By night they go 
often fihhing inthis manner, with light-wood.torches. 
- Having, gutted:and ‘cleaned. their, fifth, they either 
_ boikit imwater, or barbicue it:as they do the peca- 
ry... They do not falt their fith for;,keeping, but 
generally boil with it abundance of pepper,nas in) 
deed ‘they do with every thing elfe. . Their way of 
making falt.is to boil a large quantity,of fea-water 


- in.an earthen, pot till the fiuid. entirely evaporates, 


and. the |falt. remains in a cake at the bottom::,of 
_this:they are very caréful, as the procefs whereby 
they) obtain it is. tedious and tronbleiomee wh 2a 
“oy ite. ,stagle S startin aseg. veils. om 2 aes 


hi. 


“CHAP, VI. 


The inhabitants of. oi Tfthmus defcribed : an ‘account 
of the moon-eyed ar white people of the Uihmas: of 


‘ _ their cufioms, manners, and. ornaments. 


aH ERE are é inhabitants fcattered att over the 
~ Tfthmus ; ; thofe on the fouth fide. near Peru. 
are not fo civil and familiar as the people of the. 
nort ‘fide, where they, are moft numerous. The 
men are. {traight- ‘limbed,. big-boned, | full-br eafted, ee 
handfomely fhaped, and near fix ter high : I never 
aw one crooked or deformed perfon among | them ; 
7 they : are active, and run very fwiftly. ti 
The women. have ‘brifk eyes 5 they. are ‘hort, 
P ump, and well- fhaped, but not fo full of {pirits 
a. a3. the 1 men. , Both, men ¢ and women are handfomely 
“ featured 5. 3, ‘their eyes. are. commanly Brey and. ae 
wit 


ny a. 


~ 
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with high foreheads, good teeth, mouths indiffe- 
rently fized 3)and their nofe, which is the worft 


part of) their face, is: fhort and fnubbed: they 
pride themfelves vaftly in long hair; and it is black, 
lank, and ftrong, hanging lower’ than the middle 
of their backs; the women tie theirs clofe to the 
head with a ftring, from »whence it flows. down. 


They have.combs of maccaw-wood, ‘being ten or — 


twelve {mall fticks, each tapering to a point, of the 
length of five or fix inches, and joined together by 
the middle; with thefe they keep their hair’ from 


entangling, but they loufe themfelves with their — 


fingers. They pluck all their hair from their eye- 
lids, eye-brows, and beards, the women being the 
operators, with two little fticks: however, upon 
fome great occafions, fich as having killed an ene- 
my, but particularly a Spaniard, the perfon who 
has done it cuts off all his hair, that being a mark 
of triumph: he alfo paints himfelf black, and.re- 
tains that colour till the firft new moon after com- 
miffion of the fact. | 


Their natural complexion being orange, . tawny, 


-orcopper colour, they ufe no art, either with their 
éye-brows, which are naturally like jet, or their 
hair, except that they fmear the latter with oil, to 
make it fhine; nor do they confine their. cun¢tion 

to the hair of their head, but rub  themfelves all 
over, whether to give the fkin a fmoothnels, to 
fupple it, or to prevent it from parching under the 
heat of the climate, I cannot determine. aR 


There is a {pecies of people feattered up and down » 


the Ifthmus, perhaps not more than three hundred 
in all, which differs entirely from the common in- 


habitants, and the truth of what I affert refpecting — 


them can be attefted by any perfons who have been 
acquainted with this part of the world ; they are 
white, but their whitenefs is like that, of a horfe, 


quite different from the fair or, the pale European, 
1 i a a 


MROLIONEL WAFER. 25 


as! they have not the'leaft tin@ureof a blufh in their 
faces. What adds to the whitenefs of their fkin is 
afhort milk-white down covering their whole. bo; 
dy, but’ bt fo thickion the forehead: and cheeks 
as to conceal the {Kin; and it is my opinion that 
they would shave white briftles for beards, if, like 
the reft of the people of the Ifthmus, they, did not 
keep the chin continually pulled: however, they 
never trouble: themfelves- with fupprefling the down 
on their bodies. ‘ ‘Their eye-brows are milk-white, 


as is the hair of their head; ‘being very fine, inclin- 


ing to a curl, and-growing but fix or. cight inches 


‘Jong ;_ their eye-lids are oblong, forming a crefcent 


with the points downward, 
They feldom.go abroad in the day-time, ‘thie Gib, 
being difagreeable to them, caufing their eyes, which 


‘are weak and poring, to water, -if it thines towards 


them; yet they fee very well by moon-light, for 


“which reafon we call them moon- eyed; and, tho’ 


they are heavy, dull, and inactive all day, at ‘night 5 
they fkip about the woods with great {prightlinefs 
and aétivity: they are but fhort lived, and lefs in 
f{tature than: the other Indians, who feem not to 
pay them much refpe&t, but to look on them as 


~ fomewhat monftrous; they are not a diftin& race . 
'of themfelves, but the cafual offspring of copper co- 


* Joured parents; norcan it befaid that they are the 


~ prodnét of an European copulating with an Indian, 
‘becaufe the >Europeans that come here are very few, 
_ and thefe few have {carcely any commerce with the 


a 


‘Indian women; befides, they are in fome refpects - 
as different from the Europeans, as.in/others from 
~ the Indians: moreover} the child of an European 
= and an Indian.is always a moftele or tawny, &c. 


For the generation~of their «colour, I. confefs 


~ myfelf unable to-account,. but Lacenta fuppofed it 
~ to be caufed by the force of the ‘mother’s imagi- 
© pation quiployes during sai pase in. contemplat- 


mou ir od) aging 
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ing er moon. “They paint their bodies like the 
other Indians nay, even thofe of the fucking chil- — 
dren, with orn of trees, birds, beafts, &c. their 
face particularly cuts a droll ‘figure thus ornament- 
ed: the women are the painters, and take great’ 
delight in the work; the colours by them princi-’ 
pally efteemed' are red, blue, ‘yellow, &¢. they’ . 


mix them with oil, and ‘keep them for ufe ‘in cala-' 


bafhes ; they” generatly lay them on the furface of 
the fin with ‘wooden -pencits, chewed at the end 
to the foftnefs of bruthes, and they will laft fome | 
weeks. It was in this manner they painted’mé':‘ 
they alfo draw upon the fkin the rough draught of 
what they intend to paint, and ‘then ‘prick thé 
draught all over with a fharp:thorn'till 'the’blood’ 
gufhes out, when with their hand’ they rub’ in the- 
intended’ colour,’ and by thefe inieans it’ aga 
almoft indelible. © 


Of the truth of this affertion, I was cOnvinee, . 


by endeavouring, at his own defire’'to erafe from 
the cheek of one of 'thefe people,'a figure that’ 
difpleafed him ; but I ‘could ‘not do it” effetually, | 
tho’ I {earified him, and even cut off fome of the fkin. 

When they go to war, they paint their faces red, 


‘and all the’reft of their: ‘body ‘with’ black and yel- ¢ 


low {pots, or fuch other colours’ as they like beft; 

and thefe they wafh off in the river‘every night before 
they fleep. They feldom wear cloaths, tho’ if they’ 
can procure gaudy coloured ‘gowns ‘they prize them 


extremély. ‘The women. have « only a piece of cotton © 


cloth hanging down to'theirancles, ‘tied about their’ 


middle with a kind of pack-thread; and: the men ~ 
cover no part but the ‘privities, which: they con-" 


ceal under’a’ plantain leaf, ora piece’ of gold ‘6r™ 


filver, if they are worth it, formed like the extin-~ 


puither of a candle; they tieit'very hard’ upon the © 
“penis, and faften it to their *waifts with*a ftring. 
They are.in general’ a» cleanly: modeft’ peopley: and 
even the men turn away from one another, when 
they — 


s 


MR. LIONEL WAFER. 28% 
they are about to make)water; for which purpofe 
they flip off their funnel, and as nimbly reftore it 
when they have done. > j avr 

They have no fenfe of fhame with refpe& to: 
fhewing the fundament, which they leave quite 
expofed ; but both-fexes eafe themfelves in the ri- 


_. Ver. They have -however long fringed. garments 


reaching down to their heels, which they’ wear 
upon folemn occafions; fuch. as, attending upon 
their chief, going to.a wedding, or any other e- 
- Apecial feftival; I faw between two or three thou- 
fand of them once in waiting about the perfon of 
Lacenta;.fome in black, who preceded; and fome: 
in white. who followed him, each having a lance 
coloured like his garment. i 
They do not march to the place. of rendezvous 
thus equipped, but are followed thither by women 
~ who.carry their, ornaments in a bafket;\'and they 
drefs upon the fpot... Yet they feem fond of. cloth- 
ing, for Lremember that one of them affumed a - 
great air of grandeur, upon putting on-an old 
fhirt that.had been given him by one:of the thip’s 
* company. The men wear: upon the nofe: a: cre- 
{cent of gold, filver, or other metal, which reaches 
over. the lips, the extremities being faftened to 
the noftrils ; and the women inftead of plates wear 
rings, run. quite thro’ the noftril, which is there- 
by often drawa down to. the lip, efpecially in 
elderly women; .thefe ornaments are generally re- 
moved while they are eating, and. afterwards re- 
ftored to their place, being ‘firft: fcoured bright ; 
tho’ they fometimes barely raife them with the left 
hand, while they put the meat or drink to their 
mouth with the right; and tho’ thefe plates and- 
rings hang bobbing upon their lips, they are not 
much impediment to their fpeaking. a oaths 
_ I don’t remember that during the whole time of — 
my refiding: here, Lever once faw a left handed 
Wodaves addsous one sort WOS ay operfon. > 
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‘perfon, The principal people wear large gold 
pendants, fhaped like:hearts, with the point down- 
ward in the ear; which often, by the weight of 
them, is worn into a very great hole, 


-Lonce faw Lacenta fit.in council with a golden” 


.diadem on his head lined with network, the breadth 
of which as near asl could judge, was nine inches; 


the top of it being indented like the jteeth of 


a faw. And moft of his counfellors had bands 
round their-forehead, of canes differently painted 


and fhaped like*his diadem, the tops of them be- * 


ing fet round with very beautiful feathers; but 
none of them had their headpieces of gold, except 
‘Lacenta ; who moreover had no feather in his: 


They wear, befides thefeornaments, bracelets ~ 


of teeth, fhells, or beads hanging from the neck 
down upon the breaft; or to ‘the pit of the fto- 
mach. ‘The ftrings of thefe bracelets are fo con- 


trived, that the teeth of the uppermoft fall into - 


the notches made by thofe directly underneath ; fo 


thatthey look like one conbinued mafs of bone: - 
Thefe bracelets are faid to be compofed of tyger’s 
teeth, and.the? I never faw any myfelf upon the 


continent, feveral of our fhipmates have, fo I have 


no reafon to doubt their exiftence either here or» 


in the bay of Campechy, where they are faid tobe» _ 
fmall but very fierce.. Among thefe teeth they find © _ 
room to interfperfe bugles, or whatever other gew- 


gaws fall in their way : and very often thefe brace- 


lets will weigh thirty pound weight upon the wo- _ 


men, and double that quantity on the men. 


In fhort, fhe is thought a poor woman that has 
’ not more than fifteen or twenty pound; however, 
-they only wear themon occafions of {tate or folemnity, . 


when they will dance under thefe burthens till 
they are no longer able to ftand. They always 


or hunt. 


CHAP. 


a 
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: 


‘ 


lay them afide at’ meals, or when they goto war 


> 
| 


: 
_- 
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ich ape asi ott Seta 

Of their buildings and plantations : their liquors ‘bn , 
made: their weddings and manner of educating 
their children. zs any Ry RS bie Tne 


HEIR houfes are of mud and “wood, the . 
 # foundation not finking more than two or 
three feet into the ground; and the tops of them. 


which flope, being covered with large palm and. — 


other.leaves:. They are.commonly run up neara 
river fide, in a fcattering manner, without. any 
_ difpofition of ftreets or rows, but within call of 
each other; certain. diftritts having each a com=- 
- mon warehoufe: nor do they» change: their fitua- 
tion, . till the foil, which they never manure, is. 
worn out; or. till the Spaniards attempt to fall 
' foul of them. Chimneys they have none, but a 
hole is made in the roof of the houfe, thro’ which 
the fire kindled in the midft. of it.. emits . the 
fmoke... ; : ; 
There is no divifion of rooms, but every member 
_ of the family has his hammock tied up, and hanging 
_ from end to end: their feats.are blocks of wood, 
_ and. they have ndither doors, fhelves, nor tables. 
Their war-houfes are about one hundred and twen- 
_ ty or one hundred and thirty feet long; the walls 
» raifed generally to the height of twenty feet,- includ- 
ing ridge andall. In the fides or at the ends, are 
holes made.at random, thro’ which they annoy 
their enemies, on their firft approach, with fhoot- 


‘ing arrows. Thefe houfes .are always feated on». 


the edge ofa gentle hill, and the fhrubs, trees, and . 
underwood, cleared away round it, to the {pace of . 
~ abow-fhot. They have a door at each end made ._ 
of maccaw wood, and bamboes bound together 
Bwaty. 1 ee ORS | with 


\ 
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with fwitches, being-about a foot thick; and this — 
barricado, fupported by pofts fixed in the ground, ~ 
they -oppofe againft an enemy. However, thefe — 
‘are holds whence the Spaniards eafily drive them, — 
_ by firing red hot arrows into the thatch, whereby © 
allis‘fet in a flame; there ‘is generally a family of © 
Indians inhabiting each of thefe houfes, ‘to keep © 
them clean, and in them they hold their public ~ 
aflemblies.. . | Lig: ALY DPS ae 

They fet maiz round every houfe, by ‘making 
a hole in the ground with their fingers, ithrowing 
in two or three grains, and then covering it with © 
earth. The time of fowing is in April, and of © 
reaping in September and O@ober. They pluck 
‘off the ears of ‘the maiz with*their hands, and lay” 
itup ‘in ‘hufks in their houfes, rubbing it thence — 
with the hand inftead of threfhing it; ‘they don’t — 
make bread ‘of flour, which vis ground, from the’ 
‘grain when ‘parched, between two ftones, but'mix — 
it in calabafh with ‘water, which we were often — 
obliged to, fubfift. on in our travels, there ‘being © 
feveral ‘places where we could get no better pro- — 
vifion. ‘4 

They alfo, for the'celebration of awwedding, or 
any ‘other great feftival, “fteep twenty or ‘thirty — 
bufhels of maiz in*a veffel of water, which in a 
fhort time begins to.‘grow four; then feveral old — 
avomen ‘having gotten calabafhes for that purpofe, — 
_ chew'grains of maiz in their mouths, which they 
{pit into thefecalabafhes, and empty them, fpittle — 
and allinto the four water, ‘having firft drawn it — 
off the maiz ‘that was firft fteeped ‘in it, whereby 
tds fet working’; when the working abates, they — 
pour itoff the fediment, and-et it by for ufe; it 
_fs:very windy and intoxicating, it drinks like four 
{mall beer, and they tofls off large quantities of “it, 
- being very careful of wafting it, for their ‘common | 
@rink is water from the next ‘river, ‘or miflaw, x 


wich: | 
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_ which is extra&ted from the ripe plantain, either . 
when itis frefh, or when dry : ‘in'the former cafe, 
they roaft it with the fkin on, ‘and:then math it till 
it is diffolved; then mixing-it with water, drink it 
_-as they want it: in the latter, they make a cake of 
“the pulp of the ripe plantain, which they dry over 
‘a flow fire ;. for if the whole ‘fruit was laid by, it. 
“would foon rot; and as they ftand in need of it, 
‘they break off a bit and math it-with water, car . 
rying fome plantain thus dried every journey with 
them: they eat the plantain boiled with their 
“-meat, as we do bread, alfo yams, potatoes, and 
“the caffava root roafted, for all thefe as well as 
‘pine apples, of which they are very fond, grow in 
itheir plantations; wherein I don’t recolleét I ever 
‘faw’any kind of fallading or herbs, except you'll 
-ireckon pepper among the former. 
‘The men clear the plantations by cutting down 
‘the trees, and having let them lie three or four 
“years on the ground to dry and wither, ‘they fet 
fire to them and burn them, together ‘with the 
“ftumips and underwood all round; this is all the’ 
‘trouble the men take with their plantations ; the 
~ -women dig, plant, and pluck the maiz, ifet yams, 
“potatoes, &c. and in thort, perform every fort of 
fervile work that does not require any great exertion 
-of ftrength; they have alfo the ‘care of domeftic 
-affairs, as wafhing, cooking, &c. befides attending 
; ea: hafbands abroad, as fervants. 5 
*¥et, tho’ the: women are very great flaves, they 
“go about every thing with fuch readinefs, that their 
‘labour feems the entire ‘effet of choice and not of 
“compulfion. And to do them juftice, they are 
kind, ‘pitiful, and tender-hearted, being very 
ready to-affift ftrangers with every thing in their 
ipower, as\well as loving and ‘refpeétful to their . ’ 
chufbands, “who in return never treat them with the 
‘leat, roughnefs, nor do they at any time quarrél 
a ss : QO 2 with 
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with, or ufe them ill, whether drunk or fobet; 
and in all the time of my acquaintance with the I 

indians, I never knew one man beat his wife, or 

give her any abufive: language. About Half at ae 
hour after ‘a woman in childbed is delivered, ‘ano- 
ther’ woman takes her and the infant upon her | 
back, and wafhes them in the river. Then'the 
chiid is kept for a month tied by the back ‘upon 
a ftraight piece of maccaw wood, which is taken — 
off when it is to be cleaned, and when the mother 
gives it fuck, fhe takes up board and all; when it 
has done, fhe lays it in a little hammock, ‘the upper 
part of which is kept open with fhort: flicks, to 
give it air: the boys are bred up to fhoot with ar- 
rows and pitch the lance, and are fo expert in their 
exercifes, that I have feen'a boy of eight years old 
fplit a cane, with his arrow, at the diftance of | 
twenty paces feveral times fucceffively, and never 
once mifs. The girls and other children remain at 
home with the old women, when the patents go out 
to hunt; but when the boys come to be ten or twelve 
years old; and are able to car ry acalabath and fome 

: provifion, they go abroad too upon the chace. 

The parents are very kind to their children, al- 
lowing them to difpofe of themfelves juft as they 
think fit; their ufual diverfions being {wimming” 
and catching fifh. The girls twift cotton yarn for _ 
fringes, and make ready the canes, reeds, and pale “t 
meto leaves, for bafket-making,. ‘which is the work 

-of the men, and in which they are very curious; 
firft dying the materials of many beautiful’ lively — 
colours, and then’ weaying them fo very clofe, a of 
they will hold liquor; and as’ they make! them of “a 
all fizes, they'ufe them as often’ for’ drinking‘cups 1S 
as for other ufes; for ‘they are fo very firm, tha 
you may crufh and throw them ‘about, vin 
doing them the flighteft harm.» When. the. your 
maids come to have their monthly” courfes, ‘the 
are 
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are not only veiled: with a cotton veil, but fhut 
from the fight of all men, even their own fathers ; 
‘this confinement does not indeed: laft Jong, for 

- they are foon at liberty to go abroad again. 
_ .No females upon earth can be more modeft, for 
they. will lay hold of any part of a man in fuch a 
manner, as plainly fhews them extremely innocent 
and free from impure thoughts. They have a plu- 
rality of wives; Lacenta had feven, and matters 
were fo. contrived when he went a hunting, that 
he always found one of them ready to receive hina 
at the end of every ftage. 

Stealing and adultery are here punifhed with 
death, except the woman fwears fhe. was forced to 
“be falfe ; ; if otherwife, fhe is burned. - 

The manner of punifhing him who deflowers a 
virgin is very fevere, for a briar being thruft into 

his penis, is there turned round’ ten or twelve 

times, fo that if the part don’t immediately mor- 
tify, it is a wonder; however, he has liberty to 
cure himfelf if he can. All thefe facts muit. be 
ea -oved by the, witnefs fwearing by his own tooth. 

A newimarried bride {pends the firit feven nights 
‘with her, father, or the next male relation, ina 
‘private apartment, after which: reftri€tion, fhe is 
- delivered to her hufband ; and it feems to be meant 

-to thew that her friends are unwilling to part with 
her. When a: man is about to difpofe of his 
daughter i in marriage, he invites all his acquaint- 
-ances for. twenty: miles round, providing. a great 
feaft to entertain them; the men that attend his 
‘invitation bring their axes to work with, and 
each of the women has about a half buthel of 
maiz; the boys bring fruit and roots, and the girls 
eggs and fowls; each of. thefe lays his or her bur- 
-thenat the door, and till the gueftsare all arrived, 
‘retire to fome -diftance ;. in the mean time, the hott 
difpofes of the gifts as he thinks proper, then the - 
Bana": O 3 | men 
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men vifitors return fir, and each is prefented by 
the hoft with a calabath: of ftrong liquor; after’ 


which, he is fent thro’ a houfe to an area behind — 
it; then follow the women, each being received 
in the fame manner; laftly. come the girls and — 
boys, whovall drink at the door, and then follow } 


their parents.’ } 
After. this: reception, the fathers of i bide 


and bridegroom appear to the company, each lead- 
ing his refpective child; :the father of the latter 
makes a fpeech, and: then having danced: himfelf 
almoft dead, in which he is'accompanied bythe © 


other, he gives his: fom to the bride,. whofe:father 


- kneels and holds her; and the young couple having — 
joined hands, the bridegroom is returnéd: to her —— 
parent, and the ceremony concludes. ‘The men ~ 
then run with their axes, hollowing and hooping _ 
to an’ adjacent tract of land, which they clear froth 
the wood, continuing perhaps at that work for fix‘ 
or feven days; and as they clear the ground, the — 
women plant it with maiz, or whatever elfeisinfea- _ 
fon. This firft ftep. being taken, they join to — 
build a houfe for the new-married couple; who ; 


enter iton the eighth day; and then the company 


i 


‘give themfelves up'to feafting, eating’ heartily; and | 


drinking hard. However, before they begin to 


grow riotous, *which they are very apt todo! the 


bridegroom hides all their arms; and thus they 
-continue together, fome drinking, fome> drunk, 


‘fome fleeping, and fome chattering, until the Hy 


hie 


quor, which lafts perhaps four or five days, ‘is 


quite exhaufted; after which confumption; they — 
fit to recover of the intoxication, and return:very — 


_ foberly home: they drink to'one another at meals, 
paying a certain compliment, and reach the cup'to 
him whom they have drank to; the women, to 
‘whom they never drink, ftand by, and attend | 

them, and when me - is empty, takeitto fill 

- agate 
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again, yafter rincing it} when the feaft, or indeed, — 
the meal;is, over, the wives retire to eat and drink. 


by themfelves, 


it 389 
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Of their domeftic employments ; their hunting matches " - 
| > provifions and kind of living, i 


FWAHE domeftic occtipations of the men, who 
» feem naturally inclined to indolence, is to 


make lances, bafkets, cups, arrows, and arrow-. 
heads; or elfe they are employed in notching a ~ 


hollow cane, in which, by blowing ftrongly, they 


_ produce a kind of whining noife, without any me- 


lody ; they are fond of drumming upon any thing © 
that falls in their way; and itis very rare that you 


_ won’t.at one time, or other find every individual of 
a diftinét company hummiag. to himfelf. 


At other times, thirty or forty of them. wilt 


dance together, forming a ving, and fhaking all. 


the joints of their body in a very antic manner; 
while one or perhaps. two or three divided from 


the ring, jamp about and play fuch-tricks:as our 
tumblers; throwing and catching their lance, bend-. 
dng. backward to the ground, and'{psiaging for- 


oward again, in all which exercifes they -difplay 


amore activity than:art or order; their dancing: 


bouts: commonly fucceed a fhort. drinking match,’ 


and laft five or fix hours ; when theyichufe: to give 
-over, they leap into the river, tho” in the moft 


-violent fweat; and having wathed themfelves clean, 


— Pn, - 


,,come-out, and ftroke the wet! with their hands 
from. their bodies and head ;. the wernien never — 


/ too, among themfelves ;' but the men never go to 
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When the hufband is quite drunk, two or three _ 
women affift the wife in laying him in his-ham- 
‘mock, where they wah his hands, feet, and face, — 
very gently, to cool his body, {prinkle it with wa- 
_ter, which they wipe off, as it begins. to.grow ~ 
‘warm, and throw on frefh;~I have feen a dozen of 
them ftretched out and attended in this manner af- — | 
ter a merry meeting, Tar cere ee ie 
_. The men never go out of doors, tho’ it be but 
to make water, without being armed witha bow, 
arrow, lance, hatchet, or long knife. Intimes of 
peace, they are always hunting a family or two 
together, but they have often large hunts, in 
which twenty or thirty families join; there being 
feldom a folemn council or feaft held without con- 
cluding in a match of .this fort, every member be- 
ing fummoned at a certain time fpecified, to at- 
tend with proper neceffaries at a particular placeof 
rendezvous. They will continue on thefe excurfi- 
ons perhaps feventeen or eighteen days together, 
juft as they find game, and fometimes they pro- 
ceed to the borders of their own country, and 
traffic with their neighbours, hunting all the way _ 
and at all feafons, the venifon being alike to them, | 
at all times; the women attend to carry burthens _ 
and do any little neceffary office in all thefe expe-_ 
ditions, having with them bafkets of parched. 
maiz, plantain, bananoes, yams, potatoes, and. 
caffava roots, ready roafted, left they fhould not 

meet with any in the woods; tho’ there is fearcely. 
any fear of miffing it. | ie 
They are all barefooted, and mind not. the | 
{cratches they are expofed toas they pafsalong; they, _ 
never hunt before fun-rife, and always pitch their, 
tents at fun-fet, if poffible on anvelevated ground, , — 

in the neighbourhood of a brook or river. .'T hey, 
fufpend their hammocks among the boughs, .neara | 
good fire, and cover themfelves with a plantain 
| ue leaf, aed 
7 
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*Teaf, as thelter againft the feverity of the weather, 
They cut their game, or in lieu of it, their barbi- 
cued flefh, into {mall bits, and throw it into a pip- 
kin, with plantains, bananoes, and a great deal 
‘of pepper, keeping it fimmering for feven or eight 
hours over a gentle fire, till it is boiled to a math 3 
of this they make but one meal a day, for the re- 
maining part feeding on the plantains or bananoes ; 
they pour their mafh into a large earthen. dith or 
calabafh, and putting it on a large block, over 
which they fpread a plantain leaf inftead of a table 
cloth, fit round it on little blocks of wood; they 
are ftrangers to the ufe of {poons, but dip the fin- 
gers of the right hand, for they never ufe the left, 


- into the difh; and grafping as muchas they can, ie 


_ put it into their mouths, between every mouthful 
wetting their hand, in a bowl of water that. lies 


~hear them, whether for cooling or cleanlinefs, I > 


can’t determine ; but they eat their meat piping 
hot, as well as ftrongly peppered ; taking every. 
now and then two or three grains of falt by way of 
~ relith. | Hi ci 
In their travels they are guided either by the 
courfe of the fun, notching the trees as they pafs 
to find where the bark is thickeft, that being al-. 
ways to the fouthward ; or making fome particular 
fpot their beacon, to which they. take the fhort- 
eft’rqad thro’ the woods, which over-run the. 
country ; which as they pafs, they clear with. 
_theiraxes, Ifariver impedes their progrefs, men, . 
-women, and children, plunge in and fwim overits 
but when there is a neceffity for their coafting. 
down the ftream, they either ufe a canoe, or_a. 
bark made of light wood. ‘They. compute their, . 
gras by the moon, being ftrangers to every other | 
planetary revolution; and I remember to have. 
heard Lacenta, when {peaking of the havock made. 
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in this part of the world by the Spaniards, obferve 
that it was many moons fince. Dat pt bed 
They have no notion of dividing the day into 
hours, &c. but if they have a nine you fhould be 
informed that a thing happened fo many nights 
fince, they exprefs their meaning by. léaning their 
hand on their head as if afleep; repeating the ac- 
tion as often as they would enumerate nights. And 
thus by allufive motions, they explain themfelves 
Where their language is not underftood. They 
feckon from wnhits to tens and fcores, but beyond 
& hundréd they can’t go; for a number above it, 
they hold up ‘a lock of hair, forting it gradually _ 
with their fingers and fhaking it; but to fignify an 
iintimerable number, they fhake all the hair onone 
fide of the head. I remember that fome one of 
them having a mind to know how many men cap- 
tain Sharp had with him, when he marched three 
- hundred and thirty-fix men, of which I was one, : 
acrofs the country, fat down in a place where he — 
could view évery man as he pafled by; for each 
| 


» 


s 
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of whom he threw a grain of maiz, out of an ~ 
heap that ftood by him into a bafket; and being 
put out by one of our men, who overturned his 
. bafket, he removed to another fpot, where he re- 
riewed and Completed his work ; but the great, dif- 
- ficulty remaining -was, to count the number. of 
grains, at which enumeration, exceeding probably — 
their arithmetical terms, fome of the graver and — 
more thinking part having laboured for fome days, — 
- ‘not without many warm debates, the confultation — 
_ was at laft ended by one of them ftarting up, who 
. by thaking a lock of hair, thewed the number of — 
« captain Sharp’s men to be great and unknown. ~ | 
\ They reckon by one, two and three, upto ten, — 
which if their language is called anivego, at which — 
number they clap their hands together, and for” . 
- every number after ten they ftrike the fingers of ~ 
| yn ae Hi the 
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the left hand one by one with the fore-finger of 
the right, exprefling the quantity by repeating it 
thus, ten and one, ten and two, &e. tillthey come . 


to twenty, when they clap their hands twice toge- 
‘ther ; at thirty, which: they call twenty~ and ten, 
“they doit thrice ; andat forty four times, and fo on 


to ahundred; which feems to be the ne plus ultra of - 
their beft arithmeticians. Having thus given the 
beft account of the Indians of the Ifthmus, that 


“obfervation furnifhed me with; I fhall now’ pro. 
ceed to relate my voyage in the Batchelor’s De- 


light, captain Davis commander, from Realejq on 


“the Mexican coaft, to the fouthward; as fonie in- 


cidents thereof may prove entertaining as well as 
ufeful. PAREN 


CHAP. XI. 


Mr. Wafer’s voyage along the coaft of Peru and 


4 Chili. 


2 iia pone the 27th 1685, we left Realeja, 


-with- three other veffels in company, but 
the men growing very fick foon after: we were out 
at fea, a {potted fever having crept in among them, 
we put into the gulph of Amapalla; and built 


tents afhore on a {mall ifland, for thofe who. were 


_ difordered.  Provifions beginning, after fome delay 


here, to run fhort, we went over to a beef eftan- 
tion on the continent, to fupply our neceflities ; in 
our way thither, it being about three miles from 


~ our landing-place, in crofling an open favannah, 
we were forced’ to wade thro’ a hot river iffuing 


froth ‘wader an’ hill; that had no appearance of a 


volcano ; it was clear and hallow, and under the | 

hill there arofe fteams, as if froma boiling pot, 

which wetted my hair; feveral of our men, who 
shit PALI ra ; 


y intl | i ed Pode Aver eS 


400 TPHE VOYAGE OF iv 
'were.tainted with the itch, were. cured by this ac- 
cidental bath, and they attributed their recovery 
to. the fulphureous -particles. wherewith the water 
was impregnated, L: reuse A 
In this place, was great plenty of wolves, fo very 
bold that they were.near pulling the flefh out of 
our hands; we kept them off aswell as we could, 
but did not dare to fire at them, left the noife 
fhould have brought down more to their affiftance; 
“which might have been dangerous as we ftraggled 
about. | oy pace rin 7 . 
Our men being pretty well recovered, we ftood 
away to the fouthward, and came to. anchor. off 
the ifland of Cocos, in latitude five degrees. fifteen 
minutes ; this is a {mall, pleafant ifland, abound» 
ing with very fine coco-nuts, particularly in the 
valley where we landed, the foil being rich and 
fruitful: here are many {prings of clear water, but 
the beft are on the top of a delightful hill that. 
rifes in the middle of the ifland, where nature has 
provided a large bafon as a refervoir for them; 
over the verge of which, the water fwelling gently, ~ 
trickles down in feveral mazy little ftreams, form- | 
ing, as it flows, cataraéts and arches; and this, 
added to the fragrance of the trees, the flowery, 
verdure of the ifland, the diftant view of the fea, 
and the {weetnefs of the refrefhment, rarely to be 
found in, fo hot a climate, contribute. to-make it’ 
one of the moft delightful {pots in the univerfe. 

Here we ftocked ourfelves with water and coco’s, 
the milk of the latter being very good. Before we 
jeft this charming place, off which our fhip-rode: 
_very fafely, fome of our men determined to drink: 


a bellyful of coco-milk,. which, they accordingly; 


did; and tho’ none of them were drunk in confe- 
quence of their feafling thus, -yet they . were for 
chilled, and their nerves in fuch-a manner relaxed; 


that they could neither go nor ftand3.fothat {uch . 


oi their mefs mates as had not hared ip their frolic, ae 
mehr at were 
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were obliged to carry them on board, ‘and it was 
four or five days before they recovered. 

From hence we departed, keeping ftill a fut 


_ ward courfe to the Gallapagos iflands, on oné of 


which there is but one place to water at; here 
we found a very large land-tortoife of the hecaree 
fort; it ufed to drink where we watered, -but never 
ventured to wet itfelf. In this ifland we careened; 
andthe birds, among which were many fine turtle: 
doves, were 6 familiar with us on our firft com- 
ing, that-they perched upon our heads and arms; 
however, they fhortly after grew more fhy, and 
what we. ufed we were forced to fhoot: guanos 
are plentiful here, and we found alow tree, 
thicker than a pear tree, of a very fragrant {mell ; 
- from whence we extracted an odoriferous gum. 
While we lay among thefe iflands, we took off one 
of them five hundred packs of flour, that we had 
formerly left behind us; a great deal of which 
had been devoured by the turtles, 

From thefe iflands we fteered towards the 
coaft of Peru, where we took the towns of Pifca 


__ and Guacha, not without fome lofs; we had feve- 


_ral_other fkirmifhes, in relating which, we fhall 
- not now detain you; captain Knight was along 
with us, and we were left at the ifland of Cocos, 
by the two other veflels that had accompanied us 
from Amapalla. This was in the year 1686. 

While we lay by to clean in the ifland of Gor- 
gonia, I obferved a fpecies of monkeys very fond 
of oyfters, which at low water they brought off 
the banks; and Jaying them on a flat ftone, beat 
them with another, till they broke the fell, and 
_ then they took out the meat and ate it. ; 
At La Nafca, in latitude fifteen degrees fouth, 

_ there isa wine flrony as Madeira, and of much 
the fame flavour, ‘brought hither down the coun- 
try, in a of: Seca or ten gallons-a piece, and 

hipped’ 
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fhipped for Lima, Panama, and other ports it | 


{tands expofed to. the open air, every man having 
his own mark on each parcel, and it will keep thus 
_ many years ; we took in good {tore of it. 

-There is a large town, in fouth latitude twenty- 
nine degrees, which Has nine churches, and is 
called. Coquimbo. Here we landed in a deep bay 
fand,. in a large bay, into which a fmall river dif- 
charged itfelf; the banks of which are {pangled 
with gold, with the duft whereof our people, as 
they travelled along, were covered; but it was too 
fine to gather, being fo intermixed ‘with fand: the 
place to look for metal of fufficient weight to pay 
for fearching after it, is near the heads of rivers 
among the hills, for there the weightier pieces of 
gold ftick faft, while the finer and ufelefs duft. ‘is 
wathed off to the fea. _ 

In the ifland of Juan Fernando, captain Knight 
left us, fteering round Terra del Fuego, to the 


Welt- tia while .we determined to coaft back — 


toward the line, having with us:a bark which we 
took off Pifca. - Fro | Juan Fernando, in order to 
gain a wind, and have as much of the coaft before 
us as we could, we ftood over for thirty-nine de- 
grees fouth latitude, and being in want of provifion 
and water, came to anchor near the ifland of Mo- 


cha, abont the middle of December 1686. Here | 
we faidfiveor fix days, and ftocked ourfelves with 


ail neceffary refrefhments; the féa-coaft of the 
ifland of Mocha, which ifland lies in thirty-eight 
degrees twenty minutes fouth, is low and fandy, 
but it is a fertile foil about the middle of the ifland, 
producing maiz, wheat, and variety of grain and 


fruit; here fome of the Spanifh Indians have little 4 


convenient dwelling-houfes, and are well ftored 
with poultry, horfes, and theep. 


The latter isa very ftately beaft, about fone feet — 


and a half high; ; it has a {mall neck like a ca-. 
; mel’s, 


a 
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mel’s, and its ears” are like thofe of an afs; he is 
fall cheftéd like an horfe, with the loins of a well 


fhaped ‘greyhound, and the buttock of a full 


rown deer: it has cloven feet like a fheep, and 
in each foot a fharp claw like an eagle’s, two inch- 
‘és above the divifion of the hoof, wherewith it 
‘climbs rocks, and grafps extremely faft; the wool 
on the belly grows twelve or fourteen inches long, 
but on the back it is fhorter, fhaggy, and curling ; 
it is an innocent ferviceable beaft, of great ufe in 
all the Spanifh fettlements, but particularly in the 
‘gold mines, where loading, and leading them into 


“a particular pais, they leave them, and they will 


find their way fafely with their rich burthens, thro’ 


‘roads and over precipices, that it is almoft impof- 
{ible for any living creature but themfelves to tra- 


verfe; their mafters taking a large {weep to meet 
them. It is alfo faid, that the inhabitants of a 
‘town where water is fcarce, make two jars faft 
‘upon one of thefe beafts, and turn him loofe with- 
‘outa driver, when he goes direétly to a river at 
fome miles diftant, having been once fhewn the 
way; and by plunging quite into the water, fills 


“his jars and returns home with his acquifition, 
"That they have an. averfion to work after day-light, 


we found from experience, for no beating would 
‘prevail upon them to reaffume: it, or had any effect 


~onthem, but making them groan piteoutly. 


Two of us, and thofe not the fmalleft fized 
among us, ufed to bridle one of thefe fheep, and 
mounting upon it, ride round theifland, and drive 


the reft to the fold, going a hand gallop all the 


“way; nor did it feem to like going an eafier pace. 


We found in many places twilted horns, which we 
fuppofed had been fhed by them, tho’ we never faw 
any of them that were horned; they have heads 


like an antelope, and a mouth like a hare; the hair 


lip | 
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lip opening above, as well as the main lip, when it 
bites the grafs. 4}. ted ate pig brs 
From Mocha we ftood over to and failed along 
the coaft of Chili, till we came into. fouth latitude 
twenty-fix degrees ; here our water growing {carce, 
we put our canoes afhore to fearch out the river Ca- 
payapo; and in hopes to be able to defery it, we 
climbed a very high. hill, but from thetop of it we 
had no confoling fights or profpect, except that of a 
craggy unpleafant hill rifing above the one we had 
paffed, and another after that; and here being quite 
faint for want of water, I fwooned away, having no 
refrefhment but my own urine: in our courfe over 
thefe barren mountains and craggy rocks, tho’ there 
was not the leaft fign of water, we found plenty of 


fifh fhells, incorporated with the mafs or {trowing ' 


the ground ; an appearance for which I could not 
poffibly account. re 
We found it was in vain to look for the river 
Copayapo. We were told indeed by the Spani- 
ards, that at a particular feafon, this river over- 
flows its boundaries, being increafed by the melted 
fnows pouring down from the neighbouring moun- 


tains; it may poffibly be as well from the rains” 


falling on the mountains far within the land + for’ 


tho’ it never rains on the coaft of Chili or Pert,’ 
yet from the clouds that we have often feen hovers” 
ing over the inland hills, we have fome reafon to 


think that in thofe fpots it. does rain fometimes 
I remember at one time, when I could not fee the 


top of Arica, for the vapour that enwrapped » 
it; yet at other times, it was clear and vifible :) to” 


compenfate for their want of rain, they. have very 


heavy. dews, the effet of which on the foil is” 


prodigious, 


The coaft of Copayapo is barren and. defolate, - 
as it is all along that of Peru and Chili, where 
nothing is to be feen but bare rocks, and a moi 


uncomfortable. 


- 
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‘uncomfortable tracts of defart land, void of the leaft 
verdure, without bird, beaft, or inhabitant, except 
here and there a forry port, where perhaps there 
were two or three houfes; tho’ fcarce water 
enough, except at high water, to fwim a cock- 
boat. . ; 

» Miffing water at Copayapo, we fteered to Ari- 
ca, a pretty town of Peru, well fituated on the 
bending of the coaft, in eighteen degrees odd 
minutes fouth latitude. The harbour here istole- 
rably good, and here the filver of Potofi is fhip- 
ped for Panama; the fea runs fo high, and dafhes 
fo violently all about the coaft, except juft at Ari- 
ca; that there is no landing. This town, which 
we plundered, all the furgeons, except myfelf be- 
ing killed in the attack, ftands upon a fmall’ river, 
which was fo brackifh from the fea-water dafhing 
into it, that we could make no ule of it; here we 
got fome fugar, wine, and a few hogs; in this 
place I faw a whole houfe filled with Jefuits bark : 
however, a little farther to the leeward, we wa- 
tered at the river Ylo, which I remember at fome- 
times to be a good ftream; and at other times al- 
moft quite dry. It flows thro’ one of the pleafan- 
teft vales on the Peruvian coaft, and the inhabi- 
tants introduce it, by little ftreams, thro’ all their 
ground, The foil about it produces olives, fugar, 
figs, China oranges, and variety of other fruits ; 
with a multitude of the moft ufeful vegetables. — 
This valley, as indeed are all thofe of Peru and 
Chili, is the more pleafant, from the rough, bar- 
ren: mountains that hang over them; which are ge- 
nerally a black or iron rock. ; 

Nor was it for water only we were often in great. 
diftrefs while on this coaft; food was fometimes as 
{carce and as valuable ; and I remember once, fome 
of us were fo hungry, that we fed on raw crabs, 
and even fea-weeds; and having feen-a lean aes 

that 
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that was’ grazing near at hand, .we made a fire of 
fea-weeds, whereon to roaft the flefh.;. but were fo 
impatient for food that we gobbled. it up when 
{carce heated, and carried the guts carefully on 
board with usy.o 30.6.0 ahh 

About thirty of our people, of which party I 
made one, having landed:at. Vermejo, in ten de- 
grees fouth latitude, in fearch of water and ree 
frefhment, after having marched) about four miles 
upon.a light fandy foil, found: dead. bodies of ‘men; 
women, and children, f{cattered for near half 4 
mile together fo thick upon the ground, that we 
could fcarcely pafs without treading upon them; 


to all appearance, they feemed as if not more than — 


2 week dead at moft; but when handled, they 


were as light as a {fpunge and quite dry; wevin- - 


quired the caufe of this phenomenon from‘a Spa- 
nih Indian, who was ranging along’ the fea-fide, 


fearching for weed to drefs his company’s fish, for’ 


he belonged to a fifhing-boat that lay near; and 
this man told us that: this was formerly a verdant 
fertile foil; that hereabouts ftood the city of Wor- 
mia, which was extremely rich and populous; and 
that when the Spaniards befieged the place, and it 
was evident that it could not hold: out: againf 
them, the inhabitants. unanimoufly chofe:to bury 
themfelves. alive, rather: than be fubfervient to 
them; and that the drynefs of the foik had pre- 


ferved. the bodies from mouldering ; by the men 


lay their broken ‘bows ; and diftaffs, with cotton- 
yarn and: fpinning-wheels: lay by the: remains of 
the deceafed women. =. {50 1 Oy 
} . ‘ Heeb 
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CHAP. XI. 
agers: Wafer’ s-vopages concluded. 


-N fouth latitude cight degrees forty. minutes; 
& ftands a town called Santa, about! three miles 
from, the-fea; the road’ to it lying over a {mall hills. 
on-the inland fide of which hill lay, when Iwas 
there, three fhips of fixty or one hundred tons # 
piece; they feemed very ruinous; and we were 
informed: by an Indian, whom we afked concern- 
ing them, that about nine-years before they rode im 
the neighbouring bay, whence. an earthquake re- 
- moved the water quite out of fightifor .twenty- 
four hours; after which, it returned with prodis 
gious increafe and. vaft violence, bearing every 
thing before it; {weeping over the hill, whereon 
the towm then ftood, which it laid in ruins, and 
carrying the fhips to the fpot wherein I faw them: 
This {tory was confirmed to me by the parith 
prieft, and many others of the moft creditable inha+ - 
pbitants.. rt ¥ } 

_ Having continued hovering about this coaft, to 

little purpofe, a: long while, we returned tor the 

Gallapagos, under the line ; and refolving to make 

the beft of our way out of thefe feas, bent our 

courfe for the fouthward, determining to touch no- 
where till we came: to: the ifland of Juan Fernan- 
dez.  Aswe kept on this courfe, we were, about 
four o’ clock one morning, being then in fouth- 
latitude twelve degrees and thirty minutes, and 
about one hundred and fifty leagues from the main 
land of America, furprized with a moft terrible ~ 

fhock; which made'us give up all hopes of life, 
as.we thought the veffel muft have bulged againft 
a hidden rock; the men were fhaken by it rie of 
| their 
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their hammocks, captain Davis was pitched outof 
his cabbin upon the floor; we heaved the lead as. «4 
faft as poffible, and were furprized to find no 
. ground, and that the fhip ftill kept under way... 
~ Thefe obfervations induced us to conclude it was, 
the fhock of an earthquake, and in this conjecture. 
we were determined by the colour of the fea be-, 
ing changed from a green to a muddy white co-. 
jour; and the: water, which we took up in the. 
bucket, being mixed with fand. We were after- 
wards informed, that, at the fame time, _ there 
was an earthquake at Callao in the Lima-road, 
whereby the fea ebbed fo far from the fhore, 
as to difappear for fome time, when it returned, 
with great fiercenefs, and carrying all before it;; 7 
even the fhips out of the road, which were borne Mig 
above a league up the country; overflowed the. 
city of Callao, which ftood upon a little hill; to-_ 
gether with the fort ; for fixty leagues along fhore,_ 
did incredible mifchief; reaching even to Lima, 
tho’ fix miles within land from Callao, _ iP 
Having recovered of our fright we kept on our way, 
" fteering fouth and by eaft, till ‘we arrived in lati-_ 7 
tude twenty-feven degrees and twenty minutes, 
when about two hours before day we were alarm- 
ed with a roaring noife like that of the fea break- ~ 
ing on the beach, right a-head of the fhip; where- 
upon, fearing we fhould be afhore, the ‘captain 
confented to back her courfes till day-light ; on. ae 
the appearance of which we found ourfelves off a _ t 
low flat ifland, free from rocks; and about twelve 
leagues to the weft a range of high lands, which . 
from the partitions in the profpects we judged to 


be a clufter of iflands: We would have gone 


afhore here, ‘but the Captain not permitting it, kept _ He 
on his: way to Juan Fernandez, where we arrived 
the latter end of the year 1687, and having clean~ 
ed our fhip and quitted our bark, we fteered. for 

13 : z 8 ’ Mocha, } it i 
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Mocha, to take in theep to ferve us in our voyage - 
round Terra del Fuego; but the Spaniards had. 
been before hand with us, and carried away or de- 
ftroyed the fheep, horfes, and every- other living 
creature on the ifland, as they had alfo done at San. 
ta Maria; fo that we were forced to. fubfitt upon 
_ fuch provifion as we brought with us from the Gale 
lapagos, confifting chiefly of flour, maiz, falted 


tortoife, and the fat of it, of which we had about 
fixty jars made into oil. - 3 ; 
- Three of our men having loft at play all they 
were worth, and being unwilling to return home 
‘as poor as they went, defired to be left behind at 
Juan Fernandez, in hope they might be able to 
find fome privateer going upon an expedition of 
fome confequence ; their requeft was granted, and 
‘they ‘were fupplied with a {mall canoe, fome axes, 
maiz, and other neceflaries. . They remained here 
about a year, when they were taken up ‘by a pri- 
_, vateer. During their ftay upon the ifland they - 
- -planted fome maiz, which throye excedingly well ; 
and befides, having folds of goats which they 
tamed, they wanted neither for fifh nor fowls ; of 
' ithe latter there is an amphibious fort, of a grey co- 
lour, ‘not larger than a pullet, which feeds on fith, 
and burroughs under ground like a rabbit; it-eats 


~ 


well after being buried for fome hours. 


Standing out to fea:to double Terra del Fuego, 
we had a terrible ftorm for three weeks before we 
‘reached Cape.Horn, being at that. time.in fixty- 
‘two degrees and forty-five minntes of fouth latitude, ° 
cand we weathered it but indifferently, our feamen — 
-béing nonejof the ableft, — | fan OA 
‘Running hence to the northward; in ordet to. 
“sget otit' of the South Sea, we fell, in with feveral 
“iflands of ice, which at firft we took for real land, 
_ and as.we could find no bottom+with. the: log-line, ° 
owe inferred that they might be as deep in the wa- 


v - 
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ter as)they rofe above it, that ‘being atconfiderable i 
height; and ‘I remember there was one near ‘five 
hundred feet higher than ‘the furface : ‘thefe were 
phenomena ‘that [miffed when “in thefe 'feas:with ~— 
captain Dampier ; nor did:captain’Sharp in‘his»re-"" 
turn hence:meet any of them. Some of them we ~ 
could <difcern -at igood ‘diftancein "the night ; “but 
others lay under water, fo that we'were not aware 
of them till weftruck, »which we did feveral ‘times, 
whereby our veffel was feverely fhocked. During — 
the three weeks that our veflel lay to the ‘fouth of — 
Cape Horn, the weather was fo ‘bad, ‘and'thefky 
fo cloudy, that-~we could take no obfervation, nor” 
count ourilatitude ; however, we fuppofed ourfelves 
in fixty-three degrees of fouth latitude, whichis 
farther ‘to the fouthward than any other body ever -_ 
probably was. By keeping toomuch uponaneaft 
north-eaft courfe we -were really above five hun- ~ 
dred. leagues off land, ‘tho’ according ‘to our rece" 
koning we were then not one hundred ; wherefore’ 
we ftood in for the land ; but/having run fome ‘hun- 
dreds of leagues to the weftward,in the fame lati- 
tude, and defcrying no land, we'began to be quite 
out of heart thro’ fear of ftarving at fea, our ftock of © 
provifion being almoft quite exhaufted:: in'this'ex-~ 
tremity we had fome relief byavery plentiful thower ~ 
of rain, the water of which ‘we faved in‘cafks.; 
We had now run four hundred ‘and fifty deagues 
in this latitude, without meeting land, upon*which 
many of the crewigrew mutinous, and infifted’ we 
fhould change onr'courfe, which had been certain- ° 
ly agreed to, had not captain:‘Davies and‘Mr.Knot, | 
with great entreaty, prevailed on them“to’continue —— 
dt only two days longer, promifing’to at as they 
ipleafed afterwards, vif in that ‘time ‘they did inot” 
come up with fome land: the enfuingday the'wind | 
being fmall, werhad 'aflurry from the weft, svhieh © | 
- threw. on board: of us fomedocufts!andvothersin= | 
fete, | 


i 


i 
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fe&ts, a‘very certain fign of Jand. This was a 
providential accident ; for had it not happened, the | 
men would have been for changing the,courle, be- 
ing thro’ ignorance perfuaded they were ftill in the. 
South-Seas, and we fhould, in that cafe, have all 
inevitably perifhed. ips 
However, we made to the point whence this” 
windfall had come, and fhortly came up with land 
a little to the northward of the mouth of the river 
Plate, where we immediately put afhore for pro- 
vifion. Here our men chancing to difcover a herd 
_ of wine on‘a point of land, armed themfelves with . 
cutlaffes: and fuzees, and while fome of them 
_ guarded the pafs that led to the hills to ftop their re- 
_ treat, others advanced upon them, and_ the {wine 
_ retired towards the fea, on the edge of which they 
ftood, gazing upon, and, asit were, admiring them 
and their arms; but how miferably were the 
poor failors difappointed, when coming up with 
‘brandifhed cutlafs to cut them down, they faw 
the whole herd leap into the fea and difap- 
pear ! Pie tis cde . wis ie 
“ 'Thefe proved to be an amphibious animal, .call-- 
ed fea-fwine, their flefh tafting very like pork, but 
a little fifhy; for, fome time after,. we chanced to 
_ fhoot a couple and bring them on board: they are 
of a black colour, fhaped like fwine, with fhort 
briftly hair, and finny ftumps wherewith to fwim.. 
- The country hereabouts is uninhabited, tho’ it is 
- fertile. and well-watered, abounding with black - 
cattle, deer, and oftriches. ogee 
‘The oftrich is a bird which is faid to lay its eggs 
inthe fand, wherethey are hatched by thefun, and 
the young chicken provides for itielf: itisavery 
ftupid bird, and will follow the firft thing it meets ;_ 
we have eat many of them while young, but-the 
old ones are very coarfe food, and grow to a pro- 
' digious fize ; this bird is reported tofeed on iron, 
ahi ae te P , but 
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but without any truth ;_ it fwallows iron as poultry 
“do pebbles, not for food, but by way of digeftion > q 
for it will eat up any thing that falls in its way, as 


old nails and rufty knives. 


Putting off to fea again, we coafted along Brafil, 


and thence made for the Caribee iflands; where 


‘meeting with Mr. Edwin Carter, in a Barbadoes © 
floop, who informed us of king James’s having pub- _ 


lithed a proclamation, whereby he pardoned all 
buccaneers, I went aboard his fhip, and failed up 
the river De la War into Penfylvania, and {fo to the 


city of Philadelphia, where I arrived in May 1688. 


~ Hence, after fome ftay, I fell down to Apokun- 


numy creek, with captain Davis and John Higgin. — 
fon, who was left with me on the Ifthmus, where hy 
we brought our chefts and other goods in carts over 
a {mall neck of land into Bohemia river, which — 
leads down the great bay of Chifapeck, to Point — 
Comfort, in James’s River in Virginia. Here Iin- — 
tended to have fettled, but my time of reft was 


not yet arrived ; for after refiding in this place three 


years, I was obliged by fome crofs accidents to re- 


move, and returned home to England in the year 
1690. “ae ee 
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. An ACCOUNT % the eke 
againft CARTHAGENE, inthe Wesr 
INDIES, ‘béfieged’ ‘by the’ ‘Encuisa, in 
the Year, aie Y é 


NG sk AND.having sleet war againft Spain, 
', in the year.1739, the government refolved tor 
 diftrefs the enemy by attacking their pofleffions in the: 
Welt Indies; and for that purpofe a plan'was pro- 
- pofed by colonel Spotfwood, governor of Virginia: 
in confequence of which, hewas impowered to raife 
_ aregiment of Americans, confifting of four batta~ 
lions, toferve under his command againft the Spa« 
niards but he dying before the fcheme.could be 
- put in: execution, - this regiment was given ito. colo- 
nel Gooch, who fucceeded him in the government of 
that colony. 
The lieutenants were appointed in England, at 
the recommendation of the lord Cathcart; whocom- 


- manded all the land forces on the intended expedi- “ 


tion; and he chofe for this fervice young gentle. 
men of family, chiefly: North Britons, who had 
egies He rudiments of the military art in Holland _. 
| aid. other foreign fervices, and confequently were the 
- better qualified to difcipline.a new raifed regiment, 
-'Thefe had. commiffions figned by his majefty’s own 
hand, but the captains and enfigns were appointed 
_ by the governors of the different provinces in which 
the companies were. levied, according to a power 
fs Netted 3 in them by the king for that see Sok 
Pz ngpe 
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While thefe officers were employed in raifing and — 
difciplining the companies in North America, 41x re- 4 
giments of marines were levied.in England, by | 

nieans of draughts’made from the foot-guards, the 
command of them beftowed:upon gentlemen of cha- — 
ratter and capacity for military operations, and all 
poffible pains taken to render them, immediately fit 
for fervice in the Weft Indies, to which the feat of 
war was to:be transferred. - A fquadron was equip- | 
ped, and aétually:failed under the aufpices of com- — 
modore Anfon forthe South Seas, in order to har- 
rafs the-Spaniards on the coafts of Chiliand’Peru, 
and if poflible to eftablith a correfpondence jacrofs. — 
the Ifthmus. of. Darien; with the fleet»and army — 
deftined for Carthagena, fo'as to co-operate for the bi 
advantage of the nation.» shablote Me 
The marine regiments being well difciplined, and 
having for fome time encamped in the Ifle.of Wight, © 
were embarked’on board of eighty tranfports; with 
all forts of warlike utenfils that might be-neceffary ~ 
in the expedition, and detachments from three old _ 
regiments were fent on board of the men of war ap- 
pointed to join admiral:Vernon on the: fame fervice. | 


'Thefe were | 
. 18 | 

voto Ships... Guns. Commanders... ‘| 
The Ruffel, Te) } sine of the blue, — 
Rie Ccaptain Norris, 
¢ Captain Gafcoyne, hay- — 


- gg 9 gon boardlord.Cath- 
) cart, general of the | 

Ti Be DUSAse Wole _Jand-forces, .. Neetyite 

_ ty *Cumberland,,. 1 80 Captain Stuart. .., oi ana 
Princefs Amelia, 80 Commod, Hemmington. ” 


“Torbay, 


© -Chichefter,,, \. 80Captain Robert Trevor. 
“\\ Norfolk, © ~—«-8@ Captain Graves. 
are ie 
i . < 
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+11 | Ships. tisy Guns, . Commanders, ih; ; 
- The Shrewfbury, 80: Captain Townfhend.»' — 
-Princefs Caroline, 80° Captain Griffin. 3 
Suffolk; °°! 0) ‘apo! Captain’ Dawies. Yo 20h, 
Buckingham," 70 Captain Mitchel. sc) 0.> 
~ Orford, 00> 70 Lord Auguftus Fitzroy. ; 
Prince Frederic,. 70-Lord Aubrey Beauclere, 
PrinceofOrange, 70 Captain Ofborne, | 
Lion, © 60 Captain Cotteril. 
. Weymouth, .. 60 ' Captain Knowles. 
se Superb, 2! 60 Captain Harvey: 
"Montague, © ‘60 Captain Chalmers. 
at eptford; ~~ 60 ‘Captain Moftyn.: A 
“0 Jerfey; ss 60. Captain Lawrence. - 
» Augufta, > Go Captain Dennifon. 
Dunkirk, |. 60 Captain Cooper. ; \) 
‘Rippon, © ~ 60 Captain Joliff. 
eno Work; it! Si? ar Ss6ol Captam Coates) 2 civer,- 
“> Litchfield; © -° 50 Captain Cleaveland.. ,. 
wre Ema, Myst 2 rhirstin adie 3 ets 
‘Firebrand; =f: > 


fei Phaetonp °° (oo: ah ay. 
~~ Wefavius, Fire-fhips. 
Flame, 
Vulcan, 


_ Two. bomb-ketches, and hofpital-fhip, ftore- 
ergo CDSE tay Gee 2 Oo ta a 
This noble fleet failed from St. Helens on Sunday, 
- Otober the 26th, in the year 1740, with ‘a fine 
- breeze ‘at eaft “‘north-eaft, which continued till 
Friday the’ 31ft, when the weather looked fqually 
aftern, and at night it blew a hard gale; and this, 
in the moriiig of Saturday, November the'1ft, en- 
creaféd to-a Violent ‘ftorm, ‘which did abundance of 
 damagein feveral’ fhips, {plitting fails, carrying 
 away'mafts, and throwing every thing in confufion. 
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"The author of this account, who wasion board 


‘ 


Of one’of the latgeit fhips in the fleet; fays he was — 
waked early in the morning, ‘by.a dreadful conéert i 
“Produced from the ¢lanking’ of chain-pumpé, the — 


_ “€reaking of” gn et Se the cracking of 'ca- 


bins ftrained by thé violent thotion, the dathing of — 


the fea, the howling ‘of thé wind, the rattling of 
the rigging, and the confufed clamours of fix hun- 


q 


dred mea running up and down the deck ia con- — 


fufion. ee oS fw Bile bt 
_ Nor was the eye more agreeably entertained than 
the ear: for, when he got up and mounted ‘the 


accommodation-laddet, he found the profpe& al- - 


together difmal. Of all the fleet, feven: fail only 


were to be feen, and of thefe, two had loft their — 
mafts, while the othets {cudded under reefed main- — 


fails; the billows were incredibly valt and tre- 


mendous: there was nothing to be feén on board, — 
but tumult, Sips and difmay; the fhip pitched 


with fuch’ violence, that the mafts quivered’ like 


flender twigs; a cafk of water broke from its lafh--_ 


ings on deck, and maimed fixteen’ men before it 
could be ftaved; the maih+fail was {plit into a 
thoufand tatters, and the yard beiig manned to 
bend another in its room, one of the’ bracés gave 
way with fuch a fhock as threw four men over- 


board, two of whom were loft, ‘while the knée‘of — 


a fifth was crufhed in a terrible‘mantier between 

the beri! and thie Mata.) 4) 90. etlgin dete 
Neverthelefs, the wind beitig fair, they: made 

fhift to lie their courfe tinder @ ballanced ‘mizen,. 


going at a gteat ‘rate, and on’ Monday. atndon, | 
tho’ the weather was ftill very ‘boiftrous) with — . 


rain and hail, forty fail Of the fleet appeared ‘in 


_ fight, and from’ this period affembled again pradu- 


ally. - On Saturday the 8th, ‘the Orford gave chate 


‘toa veffel plying to the’ eaftward;'and*browght 
_het into the fleet under Frenchcolowrs.ovQn.Mon- 
bis ss day 
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day captain. Leftock and ,captain. Hemmington — 
hoifted. broad-blue. pendarits as commodores ; and. 
on. Wednefday, . the’ line” of battle was altered 
__becaufe, the Cumberland .was. ftill miffing, finee 
thé: ftorm on. the ).1ft,.of November, All Mon- 
day the 17th,.-it. rained and). blew very) hard : 
next day, the weather. being. mild, all hands di- 
verted themfélves. with ftriking dolphins, which 
are a beautiful {pecies ‘of fith, as they fwim along- 
fide, and when firft caught, exhibit a charming 
\watiety of Bright colours... They are in continual 
purfuit of the flying-fith, which is about the fize 
‘and make of. a: herring; furnifhed, with membra- 
nous fins, by means of which it rifes above the 
farface; and fies a confiderable {pace in order to | 
,avoid. its perfecutors, ayy Abe at ator pO 
On Wednelday the igth, the -wind proved con- 
ttrary, tho’in thofe latitudes where it. generally 
. blows from the éaft during the whole year. 
- On Tuefday the 25th, a man belonging to the 
Chichelter, jumped overboard and drowned him- 
_ felf in refentment for having undergone the fhame- 
-ful_ difcipline of the fhip for vermin. The wea- 
.ther, growing fultry and calm, about this time, 
~began to produce ardent fevers among the men, 
and in a few days the fleet became very fickly ; but 
» gothing material Oteulrredes Harts Fer oe” Bical 
4... Friday December the roth,) after having lain to 
feveral nights on the fuppofition of their being 
«fin-the. neighbourhood of land,. they failed. along 
the,-coaft of Martinique, Guadaloupe, and Mari- 
~galante, . iflands poffeffed by. the French, and came 
sto, anchor in ‘the bay; of Dominique, which is.a 
- neutral ifland, ‘tho’ fome parts of. it were fettled by 
French adventurersy. ‘Fhe very: day. after their ar- 
rival at this iflandy the expedition faftained an ir- 
.reparable lofs, bythe death of Charles lord Cath- - 
cart, -anobleman of diftinguished valour, capacity, 
get P 4 and 
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sandexperience inthe military art, whofe:character 
‘wasinvall re{pects truly amiable, ‘and whofé fate 
“was. univerfally ‘regretted ;' more efpecially “as ‘he 
was fucceeded ‘in ‘command’ ‘by » brigadier- general 

_ -Wentworth,: an‘officer who'had neither knowledge, 

aveight,. nor. 
-an enterprize of fuch importance?» : | 

The fleet remained feven days at Dominique, for 


felf-confidence’ fufficient’ to’ conduct 


the convenience of: wooding and watering, ‘during 


which period, tents. were ‘pitched ‘along thore 'for 
-the accommodation’ 6f the fick; and thofe afi@ed 
cwith ‘the {curvy recovered in‘a ‘far prizing: manner, 
-dolely from: their enjoying: the land-air and plenty 


of freth water ; for;°the ifland produced no other ~ 


refrefhments, altho’ the foil» is fertile; and natu- 
rally abounds with lime, lemon; and orange-trees:s 
‘but, the bloomvhad been deftroyed by a hurricane, 
and: the few planters. who: were on the ifland;) had 
removed. their’ provifions and ‘ftock, ‘for fear -of -be- 
ing plundered ‘by the Englifh. 6-8) 8p 990 


- On Friday the:26thy the whole flect failed from — 


Dominica, and next day paffed by Montferrat’and 
‘Nevis, which faluted the admiral with their ¢an- 
Mon, and ‘afforded: |a»pleafant: profpec: of | green, 
fruitful fields, level. towards the fhore, and fwell- 
‘ing up into mountains farther in the country. « 


» On Saturday: they arrived at °Sti Chriftopher’s, 


and anchored in: Baffe:'Terre road,: ‘where they 
found: his majefty’s thip the’ Leoftoff anda good 
number of veffels, which had parted from them in 


' -the ftorm and rendezvoufed here, ‘in purfuance of: 


“their inftructions. Next day the admiral proceed- 


-ed on hisvoyage with fair weather, failingin fight 


of the verdant iflands:of Sabe, Santa-Cruz; -Porto: 
Tico, and Hifpaniolay’ the fleet being by this time 


_ increafed to. one. hundred and eighteen fail,till the 
~afternoon of) Wednefday January the 7thyiwhen 


- they defcried) five large thips towards the fhoresis- 


The @ 
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- <The admiral immediately. made -fignal: for the 
Orford, the Prince Frederic, the Weymouth, the 
Dunkirk, andthe York, .to- give chace; while he 
and. the fleet continued. their, courfe. for, Jamaica. 
They»accordingly came) up. with, the! five -fhips, 
_ which were French menof wars: and lord Auguftus 
Fitzroy, who commanded the, Orford,. ordered 
their commodore to. hoift out his boat and come 
aboard. . This-order the French captain: refufing 
to. obey; his lordfhip gave him a broadfide, anda 
very obftinate engagement enfued. | ‘The:two fqua-. 
drons being equally matched, fought all night with 
egual courage, and-in the morning, the Enelifh 
commodore feeing French colours difplayed, ‘hailed 
his. antagonift, and pretended, he had .miftaken 
them.for Spaniards ; the battle was forthwith fuf- 
pended, mutual compliments paffed, and having 
treated each other with great marks of  politenefs, 
they: parted. with the lofs of about an hundred men 
killed on each fide, among’: whom, was» captain 
England of the marines, a worthy gentleman and a 
gallant officer. Aga yh oisetawond 
, Mean while, Sir Chaloner ‘with the reft of the 
fleet, failed along the. coaft of Jamaica, from 
whence a pilot came-on board, and’ on Friday the 
oth, conducted them -fafely into» the harbour of 
Port-Royal, wheré they found admiral Vernon with 
his {quadron; and the regiment of North Ameri- 
cans. were. by this’ time arrived’ and quartered) 
afhoreis ison) Pic Runt frites 


While. meafures . were taking for embarking — 
this, corps,. and fupplying the fhips with proper 
refrefhments, ) provifion, ,and other sneceffaries, 2 
council of war was held»at. governor; Trelawney’s 
houfe in Spanith-town, in; which «twas. refolved 
that) ithe whole-fleet fhould. beat up to. windward, 
and obferve the motions of the’ French fquadron. 
commanded: by; the marquis d’ Antin,: then lying 
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ia the harbour ‘of Port Louis; «inthe ifland’ ‘of 


-oafccordingly, a body of negroes” raifed ‘by the 


ogevernor, being: put: on» board,>:the fleet failed — 


-from » Port-Royal harbour in ‘three ‘divifions,’ the 
»firft.of «which, under: the command of ‘Sir Chalo- 
“er Ogle, weighed on the 22d day of Januarys the 
fecond commanded. by.commodore Leftéck, failed 


on the 26th; and admiral ‘Vernon, with thethird 


_ divifion, took his departure on the grfty when the 
three {quadrons joining, plyed:to windward,’ and 
on the 7th of February; made Cape 'Tiberoon, 
where he:was joined: by the Wolf loop, »which*he 
had: previoufly. detached | for intelligence.“ ‘Cap- 
tain Dandridge the commander, of this veffel,) gave 
him to underftand, that.he had» looked into Port 
Louis, and {een nineteen: thips: of war, one of 
‘which carried a flag at the main-top-maft:head)" © 
» In confequence of :this: information, the feet 
Meered: for the ifle; of Vache, -and ‘coming: to“an- 
chor about two leagues to the weftward of Port 
Louis, on the }12th, captain Laws of the Spence 
floop was: fent to reconnoitire the harbour, and 


- pretty nearly confirmed the report:of Dandridge. 


> Next day, admiral Vernon, accompanied by ge- 
neral Wentworth, . went in) a barge, and founded 
the depth of water between the ifle of Vache and 


Hifpaniola; and om the. 14th, Mr..Wentworth ree 4 


*onnoitred in: perfon; from: the» Spence floop; 
which had no fooner opened the harbour of Port 


Louis, than he plainly perceived thatiall the ‘fhips . 


‘were merchantmen; moftly unrigged) exc ept one 


frigate of forty guns; and that the fuppoled fag 


was no.other. than the white gable end of anchoufe 


in,a line with, the main-top-maft of :this veffelsciAis 


a French. officer, had come off with a meflage from 
the governor on, the 14th, and was not admitted 
tothe admiral, Mr. Vernon now fent.captains Bof- 


cawen 


: | 
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cawen and Knowles to. make’ an apology for having 
declined feeing that gentleman ; to know what his 
propofals were, and to afk leave to wood andowater 

invthe bay. ‘They retutned with apolite anfwer, and 
brought an!account ‘of the'marquis:d’ Antin’s hav- 
ing failed for Europeon the 26thday of January ya 
circumftance which was confirmed: by the arkival of 
captain Rentom in the experiment, whovhad been 
cruizing fome time’ off Hifpaniola, February the 
16th, it was efolved, ina general council of war, . 
that the, fleet» fhould; with all expedition, wood 
-and,owater in Irosy Tiberoon, and Donna: Maria 
bays, and thence proceed directly to Carthagenay’ 
. During. the feven days which were thus’ employ- 
ed,, detachments from: the American regiment and 
the negroes were daily fent afhore to cut fafcines 
and pickets, and the Weymouth, Experimient, 
and; Spence floop,’ under the command of captain 
Knowles, detached beforehand to found Punta Cas 
‘moa. bay, about ‘two leagues to the windward: of 
so /February! the 26th; the whole fleet was: under 
fail, tothe number of one hundred and twenty-four, 
and:in thei evening of Wednefday: March the 4th, 
anchored in PlayasGrande, between the town. of 
‘Carthagena and Point Canoa; - the frhall frigates 
and firefhips:were ordered to ‘lie ina line along the 
fhore;asvif, the defign liad: been ‘to carry ‘on the 
operations:to the windward of the town and this: 
feint had:fuch am effect upon'the enemy, that they 
drew: their forces’from the remoter-parts, and be- 
gan tovcintrench : themfélves where: they: feemed. 
moftly|threatened ‘by ‘the danger, “Phe Dunkirk, 
‘Experiment, and Spence’ floop, ‘were immediately 
difpatched to leeward»to found the coalt’ of Tierra 
- Bomba; asifar as BocasChica, ‘of entrance’ into the 
harbour, which was’ pitclied upon “as the firft 
fceneof ation. March«the sthy a coundilvof war 
; P 6 was 


gwar 
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-was-held to, fettle the: diftribution of ‘plunder; :ac+ 
cording: to, his, majefty’s. inftru¢tions.. Next: day, 
-the general went on board of the Lyonto:recon- 
noitre the {hore and. forts-on, Tierra, Bomba, ‘when j 
the, {well was fo-great: thatthe rolled. away? her ; 
“umain-maft, .and was in the utmoft danger’ of. per- , 
ifing. ..A difpofition, was immediately formed for 
danding the troops, andin:the-morning of ‘the'th; 

Sir Chaloner Ogle proceeded, with: his:divifion, to 
 . deftroy thefmall.forts of,St..Jagoand St. Philip, 
which might. otherwife have annoyed. the troops 
in landing, and hindered the fleet from anchoring 
near: the fhotessrietisrt hitersnotianinds ai ries | 
«This. piece .of fervice was very» effe€tually*per- ! 
' _ formed,, by-the. Norfolk,- captain: Graves; thesRat | 

del,, captain ‘Norris, and. the Shrewdbury, scaptain 

Townthend; for, after/a brifk cannonading, the 
enemy were before the-evening: compelled:to;aban- 
don the, forts: nor. was. this fuccefs attained with- | 
out fome. lofs ;,for, the Shrewfbury’s cable-being = 
cut by a.fhot,: the fell to leeward before:they-could - 
det go. another anchor; anid being -expofed to the 
fire of Boca-Chica..and. a -fafcine»batteryy-the te- 
_ Ceived. confiderable) damage in -her-hullsand:rig- | 
ging, befides the lofs of fixty.men:killed-or wound: 
ed; whereas) her. .two-conforts’ did. not :lofé above’ 
> LEDS Sees, Orie sar! tt 2a Dil Sopus. Mose 
, All obftruction. being thus,removed, lieutenant __ 
colonel Cochraneanded with ;the-granadiersithat 
-fame, evening, and. took poffeffiom ofthe forts: 
the bomb ketches began to play upon the-caftleof 
-Boca: Chicas. and. next,morning the pranadiers 
wer e formed on the beach, to cover the: landing ‘of. : 
_ the reft ofthe army, ; which was .effetedwithout 
_ oppofition ;tho’, the. troops were obliged toilie: 
that night; upon their aris. js¢ jor sadly sade tendsd 


On the 11th, the negroes, tools, -and:tents being 
put afhore, the ground.was cleared, :thestents;were 
behiny pitched, 
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pitched, and the troops’ put’ under ‘cover from ‘the 
night dews, which arevery dangerous in that climate. 

A coupure was made through the woods, to ‘cut 
off the communication between ‘the city and forts 

“at the-harbour’s mouth, and another’ opening to- 
-wards the*fort of Boca Chica, ‘which they intended 

to batter in» breach from” a'fafcine battery ‘raifed 
under the “directions of Mr:* Moor, the’ principal 

“engineer, ‘a‘man’ of capacity and experience. He, 
vat the ‘fame time, planned out a mortar battery, 

-defendéd from the enemy’s fire by cafks filled with 

fand; which began to’ play upon the caftle on the 

-13th, in conjunction with the bomb-ketches,  ” 

~/eAs for the great gun battery, it could not be 

‘finifhed: with fuch expedition; for, the workmen 

‘swere-not' only galled by the fhot of the enemy, 
who: fired’ with great vigour, but fo relaxed by 
the heat of the climate, that they could not bear 
much fatigue; and the negroes, upon whofe labour 

there was great depéndance, were fo intimidated 

bythe fire from Boca Chica, that they threw down 
their burthens and fled at the report of every oun. 

_ >» For thefe 'reafons the engineer reprefented to the 
council of war, that the-work could not be carried 
omina proper manner, ‘without a reinforcement of 

yone:thoufand fix hundred men added to ‘the ‘troops 
already landed; and as there was a number of. 

-foldiers ftill-on board: of ‘the’ fleet, the general de- 

»manded this fupply ; which the admiral refufed, on 

the fuppofition that fuch a reinforcement could not 
ebpinencilaryog 4: (i500 ipa od ees ok OG ty 
/.'March the 17th, when the parapet of- the bat- 

‘ctery was raifed-almoft up to ‘the ‘embrafures, the 

> Jand.officers, in a council of war; agreed to follicit 
vithe affilance ofithe admiral in deftroying’a fafeine 

‘battery on the other fide: of the*harbour,’ called 

_ othe Barradera, from which ‘they’ had received con- _ 

ovdiderables damage-and: interruption’; and in ‘com- 
DSS! | _ pliance 


324 An ACCOUNT. of the 3 


pliance with this requeft, a detachment of, three 
hundred failors, {upported by a body of . the 
foldiers that ftill remained on board of the, fleet, 
“were conveyed thither at night im boats,, under the 
‘command of captains Bofcawen, -Wation, Coats, 
-Wafhington, Mr. Murray, and lieutenant Forreft, 
‘who attacked the battery, with great, valour, re- 
pulfed the enemy, and fpiked up the cannon... . 

, On the toth, an epaulement.was, raifed.on.the 
left of the great gun battery, to cover it from the 
fire of the enemy’s thips of , war, which were moor- 
ed between the forts of Boca Chica and St. Jofeph, 
fo as intirely to block up the entrance of the har- 
bour ; and that fame day, the enemy were perceived 
at work in Suna 3 the Barradera battery, which 
having been imperfectly demolithed, was foon ina 
condition to renew its fire and annoy our troops; 


fo that the admiral ordered a fixty gun ship to beat 


it down; but her efforts had little effect. 


March the 22d, the battery being finithed, _be- 
gan early in the morning to play upon the fort, of 
Boca Chica,*’ with four, and twenty. great guns 
atid forty fmall mortars and cohorns, that fired al- 


ternately with good effect ; and. the enemy returned 


the fire with great vigour from. the caftle, the far 


fcine battery on the Barradera fide, and. their fhip,. 
pags >: » tagl Re 


his fquadron to the windward, of the whole fleet,. 
. hoifted a broad red pendant, and weighed anchor ia. 


" The enemy having negle&ed to clear away the 


wood in the’ neighbourhood of Bota Chica, the Englifh | 


engineer took advantage of the omiffion, to fcreén' the | 
workmen who were employed an “raifing» the battery ; 


for, as the Spaniards did not fee them, they could lot!» 
properly direét their fire 5 and the-battery. being: finithed, 
the trees were immediately knocked down.>: fo that it, 


rofe to the view, like the effects Of Magiee 9 os\.., 


day SE ae 


‘ 
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Next day, commodore Leftock, who Jay with. 
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the Boyne, and with the Princefs Amelia, . the 
Prince Frederic, Hampton’ Court, Suffolk, and 
Tilbury, went in to cannonade the forts of Boca 
Chica, St. Jofeph, the Spanith men of war, and 
the Baradera battery. As the commodore failed 
‘along ‘the ‘whole line of the fleet,:all the fhips 
were manned to do him honour, every. veffel {a- 
luted him with three chears as hetpaffed, and all 
the mufic played Britons ftrike Home. This {qua- 
dron having run in as near the ‘forts as poffible, 
each fhip clapped 2 {pring on her cable, anda ter- 
rible cannonading enfued ; as the reader may eafily 
conceive when he is informed, that above five hun- 
dred great guns, befides a ine number. of bombs 
and cohorns, were inceffantly plyed during the beft 
part of the day. In the evening, they were called 
off, after having fuftained confiderable lofs, and 
next morning renewed their fire with freth alacrity ; 
tho’ their fhot did very little execution among the 
enemy, and had no effeét at. all on the face of the 
weftern baftion, which was battered in breach from | 
the land battery. In this engagement, lord Au- 
brey Beaulerc, who commanded the Prince Frede- 
ric, loft his life, and was univerfally regretted : 
and Mr, Moor the chief engineer, was killed afhore 
on the battery, to the great prejudice of the expe- 
dition. In the evening, another. detachment of 
failors and foldiers, commanded by captain. Watfon, 
_was’ tranfported in boats to the Barradera fhore, 
and burned the battery without oppofition, toge- 
ther with a floop which lay on the other fide of a 
neck of land, and fupplied it with neceffaries and 
ammunition; «oils > | : i ihe 
-. Meanwhile» the Englifh battery’ fired night and 
day without intermiffion, till the 25th, when the 
breach ‘being reported’ practicable by an engineer, 
who ‘had been fent to reconnoitre, it was refolved 
in a council of war to make the attack that fame | 
‘ : _ evening ; 


> 
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evening; a difpofition was inftantly made and.com- 
municated to the admiral, who, in order to make a. 
favourable diverfion,. agreed to fend his boats. well 
manned and armed, under the command. of cap- 
tain Knowles, to make an attempt upon-Fort St.. | 
Jofeph, andthe Spanifh fhips, while the land forces 4 
fhould be employed in ftorming the breach of Boca- . 
Chica. Thefeprecautions being taken, the troops 
advanced to the affault abont five. in the afterngon. : 
A ferjeant_and twelve granadiers accompanied. by 
thirty voluntiers, compofed the forlorn -hope ; 
thefe were followed by two hundred and fixty.gre-. 
nadiers, commanded by lieutenant colonel Macleod; - 
then came colonel Daniel at. the head.of five hun- 
dred men, and fome. {mall parties carrying {caling- 
ladders, pick-axes, &c. to be ufed, if neceffity Bs 
fhould require. They again. were fuftained by F 
five hundred men, under the command of lieutes =~ 
nant colonel Cochrane ;. and Mr. Blakeney,. briga- | 
dier of the day, had the direction of the attack. «. 
Three bombs fired from the battery, gave. the. _ 
fignal for putting them in motion; upon which a 
volley of round fhot was poured in upon the breach, 
and this fucceeded by another of grape thot, which | 
obliged the centinels upon the walls~to. put, them- | 
{elves under cover, and contributed to their: not | 
perceiving the troops when they firft moved to.the: 
attack, . But, before they reached the foot.of the. 
walls, they heard the Spanith drums. beating to. 
arms, the top of the breach was manned,,and the 
enemy's fhips, and Fort St..Jofeph, began to fire. | 
with grape fhot upon the affailants, tho’ with very: 
little effect: but, the commandant. Don. Blas, be~ 
ing on board. of one of the. thips, the garrifon, — 
were ftruck with a_pannic, and fled with precipis: 
tation out of the gate as foon: as.the grenadiers be-. 


*) 
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“Immediately after'the trodps had taken poffefion 
of the fort, the Africa and San Carlos, two. of the 
Spanifh men of war, were funk by the enemy, the 
_ San Philip being fet on fire, either by the red hot 
balls from the land battery, or “by the Spaniards, 
which continued burning until the. fire reached 
the magazine, and then blew up with | ‘a, vaft ex- 
plofion. ® 
. During thefe tranfations, the armed boats from 
the fleet; commanded by. captain Knowles, rowed 
to the Barradera fide, while the foldiers.and failors 
landing, attempted to furprize Fort St. Jofeph ; but 
being difcovered, they found themfelves fo much 
expofed to. the artillery of that fortification, that 
they were fain to retire under cover of the bufhes, 
until. it was evacuated by’ the « enemy, who forefaw 
it would “be impoffible to maintain this. poft after 
Boca: Chica was taken. In the meantime, the ad- 
miral fent orders to his detachment to attack it in 
_ their boats, and they accordingly entered it with- 
out oppofition: then’ they boarded ‘the Galicia, 
commanded by Don Blas, in which they found two 
officers and fixty men, -who had not time to make 
their efcape ; and laftly demolifhed a ftrong boom 
fixed acrofs the harbour’s mouth, the’end'of which 

had been already cut down by a party of the land 
forces under the command of Mr, Blane, an engi- 
neer, ‘and lieutenant Bennet, who was the firft 
man that- entered the breach, . By this time, the 
Englith had made . themfelves. ‘mafters of all the 
‘forts and defences at: the harbour ‘of Boca Chica, 
in which the enemy placed their chief confidence ; 
and indeed we muft own the fuccefs of this after- 
noon ‘and evening were altogether extraordinary, 
ifs we confider the fituation of the harbour’s mouth, 
' and the manner in which it had been fortified. 

This place takes its name of Boca Chica or Nar- 
row Mouth; fromthe narrownels of the sii 

an 
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and lies in fuch.a manner upon the coaft, that the 
trade wind blowing from the eaft, néver affords 2 
favourable breeze which would enable a fquadrdn 
of fhips of war td enter by main force) © At one 
fide of: this narrow channel, clofe to the fhore, the 
“Spaniards had» ere€ted the fort of ‘Boca Chica, 
which was a regular quadratigle, with four baftions, 
and mounted with eighty-four great guns, befides 
a very large mortar and cohorns: on the other 
fide ftood Fort San Jofeph, in a finall ifland’ de- 
tached by a narrow eut from. the continent of the 
Barraderay mounting thirty-fix Ccaiinon, ‘moftly 
level with the furface of the water ; between thefe 
two caftles, was fixed 4 very flrong boom, coh- 
fifting of cables, chains; and beams 6f- wed, 
ftretched acrofs the harbour’s mouth, and withih 


this, four fhips of war, mounting fixty-four ‘puns - 


each, were moored ina line to defend the paffage ; 
- over and above thefe fortifications, we have already 
mentioned the fafcine battery on the Bartadeta 
fhore, which greatly galled the Enelifly in theit 
approaches, and the fmall forts of San Philip and 
San Jago, which the ships. demolithed before the 
troops could be landédit > fen) sR oie 
Immediately after the reduction of Boca Chiéa, 
meafures were» taken for reimbarking the troops, 
artillery, and flores; commodore Leftock was ap- 
pointed to remain with his {quadioi- at the har- 
bour’s mouth, andthe reff of the fleet entered 
the outward harbour, as foon as the channel could 
be cleared of the wrecks funk there. 9) 0 0 

On Friday the 27th, -the Griffin and: (Orford 
were ordered to advance and: poft themfelvesacrofs 
the. mouth of the innér harbour called Surgidero’; 
while the Weymouth and’ Cruizer (loop were’de- 
tached to the other fide of the harbour, to’ demo- 
lith two-fmall batteries on each fide of the Pafo- 
Cavallos or Horfe-Ferry, a ¢réek thro’ which pro- 
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.wifions were conveyed into: the Laguna, and from 
thence to the city.. ‘This piece of fervice was per- 


formed without oppofition, under the direction of | 


captain Knowles, .who at the fame time took fome 
hulks-atid.fmall -eraft, that were oferviceable im wa- 
‘tering the fleet, iat'a very convenient wharf. which 
they found by the fide of anexcellent {pring. 

» |. This was avery welcome: difcovery to the people 


on board of the fleet; who had been hitherto re- 


fried to. avery {canty allowance of this clement, 
namely; a purfer’s’ quart (about three half pints) 
perodiem to every. individual: in a: climate where 
there is fuch a continual expence of the animal 
fluidy that as many gallons might have been ne- 
ceffary to repair the wafte of four and twenty 
hours, in a hard working man, fweating under the 
fan, which was vertical, and fed with putrid beef, 
sufty pork, and, bread {warming with -maggots. 
“Nor could this reftri@tion be owing to the fears of 
fearcity; for dver and above all the water-cafks 
‘which were: filled at Hifpaniola, there was fot an 
‘eld: enipty pipe, -puficheon, pork-tub,’ or beef 
barrel that was not converted to this ufe; and in 
fore fhips, fo littlé pains had been taken to cleanfe 
thefe vefféls, that the water was corrupted and 
ftunk fo abominably; that.a man was fain ‘to ftop 
-his -nofe! with.-one hand, while with the other, 


-hé! conveyed the can to his heads 


yowNay, if-every cafk of water had ‘been ftarted. 


overboard, it ‘is well-known that it might have 
been eafily fupplied by an expedient which is often 
_ ppraétifed, and. was actually adopted by the troops 
-on fhore: I mean: that of finking ‘half-tubs bored, 


-inethe beach, which are: filled with potable water 


. : 


Strained thro’ the pores of the fandys rs 
_ov With refpeétto the allowance of brandy granted 
to\every individual, the admiral, in his great faga- 
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city, or eee it to be mixed i in a proportion of, the 

water, without fweetiing or fowering, fo as to 
compofe amoft unpalatable drench, which no man 
could fwallow without réluétance. . 

‘March ‘the “30th, at a general council oe war 
held on board of the admiral’s fhip,. it was ‘refolved. 
that the foldiers, artillery, and ftores fhould be 
landed with all expedition at a place called La 
Quinta, on the land-fide of Carthagena, within 
the Surgidero, or inner mouth of the anchoring- 
place, which was defended by Caftel Grande, a 

ftrong caftle, on one fide, anda {mall fort called 
Manzanillo, on the other, between which the. ene- 
my had fank feven galleons and two, large men of 
war, ‘in order to block up the. channel: at the 
fame time, it was agreed that the army on fhore 


should be reinforced by thofe detachments of the. 


regiments which. Au remained. on board. of. the 
fhips of ‘war. —~ 
‘The intention of this fecond landing, was. to cut 
off all communication between the town and coun- 
try, and befiege the fort of Lazar, which ftood on 
the top of a hill, and commanded the city of Car- 
thagena: Nor was it doubted that the admiral 
. ‘would cooperate with the army, by fending in fome 
of his largeft thips to batter the town... : 
Mean while, captain Knowles. was ordered to 
bring his guns to bear upon, Caftel Grande, 
which, as well'as the fort-on the oppofite fide, was 
abandoned ; fo that he took immediate poffeffion, 


and was ‘appointed governor ‘of the caftle, which — 


mounted fixty-four. pieces of cannon. During 
thefe tranfactions, Captain: Renton. of the: Experi: 
_ ment, “having reconnoitred the. ‘channel in which 
the’ galleons and men of war had been fank, 
found'the ftern of the Conquiftador ftill afloat ; fo 


that they found means to heave it round, and open 
| a 
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a paffage into the Surgidero’ for two bomb-veffels, 
which being covered by as many twenty gun bhips, 
began ‘to play upon the town, tho’ they, were, 
moored at too great a diftance todo much execu- 
tion: ‘neverthelefs, fome fhells took place, and: — 
even fet fome houfes on fire, and the enemy feemed. 
now to be in defpair; for, they themfelves burned. 
a French fhip of war lying at anchor near the walls 
of ‘the town, which they could never imagine 
would fall into the hands of the Englith, “unlefs they 
had thought themfelves on the eve of furrendering 
the'city. BAA Geddy, Fe. a 
The admiral and his fquadron having come to. 
anchor neér Caftel Grande, no time was loft in 
purfuing the defign of the fecond: landing at La 
Quinta: the tranfports with the troops, ftores, 
and artillery, failed up the harbour. from Boca 
Chica, and a difpofition being made for difembark- 
ing, on the morning of the fifth, the Weymouth, 
the Cruifer floop, and two or three fire-fhips, 
which had paffed thro’ the channel, were ordered 
to firé with grape fhot all the preceding night, in 
order to fcour the woods and fhore adjoining to the 
Redline piacere Py ORY Monte O29 ; 


~ “April the jth, the firft divifion of the foldiers, 
amounting to one thoufand four hundred men, 
commanded by brigadeer Blakeney, rendezvoufed — 
along-fide of the Weymouth: at five in the morn- 
ing, colonel Grant at the head of the grenadiers, 
landed without oppofition, and being followed by 
the reft, formed the whole in order of battle, to 
march againft the enemy. ‘Thele being joined by 
two’hundred Americans. as pioneers, the negroes, 
anda party of matroffes, with eight pattereroes, 
began to move, forwards into the wood, and - 
having reached the end of the defilée, with the 
lofs ‘of one man killed’ by the fire of a ftraggling 
t tee party, 


* 
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party, they perceived the Spaniards, to the number. 
of feven hundred; drawn up on the ftrand, infach _— 
a manner as to cover the road leading to the city: 
There they ftaod witha good countenance, ‘feem- 
ingly determined to difpute the groundy from which 
the general ordered: the grenadiers* to “diflodge — 
them’; but, as:they were ‘obliged to march: ‘thro’ a~ 
narrow pafs, bounded on the left by the lagoon, 
and on the right by 4 thick ‘copfe, “a party of Ame, 
rican foldiers were detached into this laft, in order. 
to fall upon’ the rear of any {mall parties which’ 
might have been’ pofted among the bufhes, ‘to flank’ 
the Englithias they advanced, (> FISB 
The grenadiers marched up with great-alacrity: 
and very little lofs, notwithftanding two fires from 
the enemy; then the front platoon poured in their’ 
fire at the diftance of half a’ mufket thot, andim-. _ 
mediately wheeled toright and left as in {treet firing, 
to make-room for the next to advance 3° a circum= 
{tance from which the ‘Spaniards’ fuppofing’ the 
whole body gave way, they exprefled their joy in’ _ s 
a loud huzza: but, they were ‘foon convinced of. is 
their miftake, by the clofe fire of the following, = 
platoons; in confequence of which, they foon fell. 
into confufion and fied towards the city, whither it’ 
was notthought proper to purfue them, becaufe this” 
party was juftly fuppofed to be no other’ than! a, 
decoy to draw the Englith into an ambufcade, or 
within cannon fhot of the town and Fort Lazaro.” 
The proper guards being pofted, and the troops. H 


e 


me st ene th o Tact 


put under cover infome houfes and 'fheds adjoin ing 
bye Ms a party was detached ‘to’ take’ pof-) 
feffion of a'convent fituated'.on the top of a hill, iss 9 
called La Popa, where they found fome ‘prifoners’’ 
and left an’ officer’s guard ;° from hence the ‘gene- a 
ral, accompanied by’ brigadier Guife, next day re- 
IPO EAP BE TO’ OF connoitred” . 
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connoitred the city, and it was debated in a coun- 
cil of war, whether or not the fort-fhould be at- 
tacked the following night, before the enemy fhould 
have. finithed. fome works: upon the ‘hill; on which | 
they were feen employed with great diligence: but 
this attempt was, poftponed. becaufe no {tores were 
as yet landed from the ordnance fhips.. That very 
evening however five pieces of cannon, with pow- 
der and ball; were put on fhore, and a number of 
Americans and negroes being landed, with working- 
tools, they began to clear the ground for-an en- 
campment ;.tho’ in the mean time: the Europeans 

" luffered feverely from the exceflive heat ; fo that the 
work was greatly retarded, wabindsay art 
~April.7, the council: of war being reaflembledy 
the, report of the principal engineer. confidered, 
and, the intelligence given by deferters taken into: 
confideration, the members were unanimoufly of 
opinion, that the fort ought not to be attempted 
wit hout having firft raifed.a battery, the {cheme of 
which the engineer was ordered to lay before. the 
council with all .poffible expedition. “Mean while 
this refolution was immediately communicated to 
the admiral, together with the opinion of the mem- . 
bers, importing that the fuccefs of fuch an‘enter- 
prize would. be much. facilitated by the admiral’s 
giving directions tothe bomb-ketches to play.u pon-: 
fort San Lazaro, which might alfo. be battered by 
one of the large fhipsof war at'that time lying altos) 
> petherinadtives ayijod Geiads e18do% tt 
The admiral. treated the defign of a battery. with — 
great contempt, alledging that cannon were not at: 
all neceflary.for the taking of fuch.a, paultry fort, 
which would certainly be abandoned as.foon as the 
Englith thould appear in, earneft to.give the affault; 
but with refpect to the bombarding and battering. 
San Lazaro, he fent no determinate anfwer. 
It 
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 Itisa melancholy truth, which however ought to © 
be told, that alow, ridiculous, and pernicious jea-" 
lonfy fubfifted between the land and’ 'fea-officers 
during this whole expedition ; and that thechiefs of 
“both were fo weak or wicked’as to take all-oppor-— 
tunities of thwarting and manifefting their contempt ' 
for each other, at a time when the lives of fo many 
brave fellow-fubjeéts were at ftake, and when the: 
intereft and honour of their country required the 
utmoft zeal and unanimity. Inftead of conferring 
perfonally, and co-operating with vigour and ‘cor- 
diality, they began to hold feparate councils, draw: 
up acrimonious remonftrances, and fend irritating: 
meflages to each other; and'while each of them 
piqued himfelf upon doing barely as much as would 
{creen him: from the cenfure of a court-martial, 
neither feemed difpleafed at the negleét-of his col- 
league; but, onthecontrary, both were in appear~ 
ance glad of the mifcarriage of the expedition, in’ i 
hope of feeing one another ftigmatized with infamy 
and difgrace. In a word, the admiral was aman 
of weak underftanding, {trong prejudices, bound- 
lefs arrogance, and over-boiling paffions ; and the 
general, tho’ he had fome ‘parts, was wholly de- 
feétive in point of experience, ‘confidence, and re- 
folution. AB DR TAR. PDS SAS Ses a 
The Spaniards, judging from the fpirit with 
_ which the attacks had been’ hitherto carried on, 
* shat they could not be too'alert-in making prepara~ 
tions for the reception of fuch an enterprizing enemy, 
employed all their endeavours ‘and’ ‘attention: in’ 

- ftrengthening the defences of ‘San ‘Lazaro,* by — 
mounting an extraordinary number of cannon upon: 
the walls, and making new works upon the hill, in 
order to retard the operations of the fiege: at. the 
fame time they brought fome pieces of artillery to: 
bear upon the Englifh advanced guard and the ge- 
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neral’s quarters, which however received little da~ 
mage. : | 
By this time the rainy. feafon had begun with 
fuch violence that it was hardly practicable to keep 
the field, for it poured down in a deluge inceffantly 
from the rifing to the fetting of the fun; and then 
the lightning began to play in fuch continued flafh- 
‘ing, that one might have read a {mall print all night 
long by the illumination, Such achange of the at- 
mofphere is always attended with an epidemical di- 
ftemper, in confequence of Which the men dropped 
down fo faft that there was f{carce a {ufficiency to re 
lieve the proper guards of the camp, much lefs to | 
cut down the wood and raife a battery foas to attack 
San Lazaro inform. eeys 

On thefe confiderations it was refolved, in a 
council of war, to make an attempt for furprizing 
the fort; and f{caling-ladders, and other implements- 
for this purpofe, were provided accordingly. A 
ftrange refolution! which feems to have been the 
refult of a report made by fome engineers, who 
having reconnoitred the place, affirmed that the 
walls were not high, nor fecured by any ditch on 
the other fide; but, that there was an ample road, 
of an eafy afcent, leading up the hill, anda wooden 
_ door on the’ left, which might be forced without 
‘much difficulty. Tho’ this reprefentation, backed 
by a deferter who offered himfelf asa guide, might 
have had fome weight with the general, his chief 
incitement to hazard the lives of fo many brave 
Britons, in the execution of fuch a rafh enterprize, 
feems to have been the importunity of the admiral, 
who, in repeated letters and taunting meflages, ve- 
hemently preffed him to the attack, faying that it 
was fearce-poffible to mifcarry. In all likelihood 
Mr. Wentworth was afraid it would be alledged, 
and poffibly credited, at home, that the city muft 
have been reduced had this experiment been tried. 
-~ Vor. V. Q_. Inftead 


__ _Inftead of facrificing his own underftanding,. and 
his gallant foldiers to fuch an idle pun@ilio or fufpi- 
-Cion, he ought to have acted up to the dictates of his, 
_ own judgment, and propofed in his turn, that, as. 
the land-army could not proceed in their operations, 


“2 . 


with any profpect of fuccefs, the admiral fhould at-’ 


tack the town with his great fhips, which fay inac- 
tive, tho’ the men longed for fuch an opportunity. 


to fignalize their courage. A report indeed. was 


induftrioufly circulated, that there was not. water. 


fufficient for the fhips to lie near enough to.batter.. 


in breach; and that the admiral was laudably averfe, 
‘to hazard his majefty’s fhips upon.an. uncertainty... 
But it now plainly appears, from the atteftation of, 


the belt pilots, and the foundings of the harbour, a 


{pecified in the prefixed authentic charte,. that four, 
or five of the eighty gun fhips might. have. been; 
moored in a line clofe by the walls of Carthagene;. 
and if this expedient had been pra¢tifed, in.all, pros, 
bability the town would have furrendered immedi-. 
ately ; for itis well known that the inhabitants ex-. 
pected no other fate, and had by this time fent their. 
wives and children, together with their moft valu- 
able effects, into the country. With refpeét to Mr. 
Vernon’s being averfe to rifque his majefty’s, fips: 
upon an uncertainty, I fhall only obferve, that this: 
maxim, fince adopted by other commanders, is. 
a very ill-judged and falpicions tendernefs ; inaf-. 
much as his majefty’s fhips were made for. fervice, 
and that they can Peed SX att at all, if they. do. 
not engage upon fome 
return to the land-forces, von Sad? ipisnsea 
A difpofition being made for the. atack of San. 
Lazaro, and the neceffary implements pre 
the 8th of April the troops appointed 
were vbderet to parade at two next morning‘on.the. 
ftrand, where being formed, they advanced towards 
the fort, and a little before day-break began. to, 
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mount the hill, the grenadiers being commanded, 
by colonel Grant: tho’ brigadier Guife had the com- 
mand of the attack. - The divifion which ‘Was or- 
dered to take the open acceffible road upon the right 
of the fort, was, in the dark, by the miftake of the 
guide, conduéted to the center, where the. afcent, 
is very fteép, and the ground broken; yet, not-, 
withftanding thefe obftruétions, a number of the. 
foldiers gained the top, and pufhed on to the ene- 
miés entrenchments, where the greateft part of 
them “was flaughtered, becaufe’ they could not be 
immediately fuftained by the reft of the platoons, 
whith advanced but flowly with ftreet-firing, on ac-. 
count of the unevennels ‘of the ground. Colonel. 
Grant mounted on the left with great gallantry, but. 
received a mortal wound before any advantage could 
be taken of his fuecefs : at the fame time the guide 
was killed; and the men dropped very faft; fo.that. 
the offiéer next in command made no further pro-. 
grefs; but remained on the fide of the hill, -expofed 
to'a fevére fite from the caftle and the town, which 
did great execution. ; 

“Nor could the f{caling- ladders, wool. packs, or. 
hand-grenades be of any fervice in this  einergency 5 
forthe Americans who carried’ them i in the rear, 
{ecing the troops falling by whole platoons, refuled 
to advance'with their burthens ; ‘but tho’ they would 
not advance ‘as pioneers, many of them took up. the 
firelocks which they found on the field; and mixing ' 
among. the troops, behaved véry bravely. 

“Tt mutt be Gwned, for the honour of the army in ~ 
Sek that | no officers or r foldiers could act with | 


enemy. PURE this ‘aee | 

AS foon'a3 ddy-light eniabied rea: ane to view: 
' the pofture Of the troops, he fent to inform briga- 
i } 7200 oe dier 
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dier Guile, that if he could pufh forward he fhould 
be fuftained by five hundred men, who were’ or- 
dered to advance accordingly ; but by this time the 
foldiers ‘were difheartened, and the number of the 
enemy was every inftant encteafed by reinforcements 


of freth men from’ the city, ‘until they equalled, if 


not exceeded, the affailants, for whom they gamed 
on the hill without finching. . 
It was therefore found neceflary to ef a re- 
treat, which was fecured by means of thofe five 
hundred men who brought up the rear; but not 
before the lofs of the Englifh amounted to two 
hundred killed, and twice that number wounded, 
of which laft the majority did not recover. Six- 
teen of thefe were taken prifoners by the Spaniards, 
who treated them with great humanity, and loudly 
extolled the valour of the affailants ; and a ceflation 
of arms was immediately agreed upon fora few 
hours, during which time the dead were buried. 
Meanwhile a breaft-work was raifed at the advanced. 
guard, to put the men under cover, and the in- 
trenchment enlarged for the reception of two mor- 
tars, which-in two days began to fire aye srg La- 
zaro with good effect. | 
- As for Ae fick and’ hes aE ‘were next 


wathed + Homntehiee wth. Hee own ) allobonies: ‘of 
: brandy ;' ; and nothing was heard but’ groans, ‘la- 
mentations, and the’ language of defpair invoking 


death, to deliver them from ‘thei ‘ miferiés. eat 
erve 


ExpEpiTionagainft\ CARTHAGENE. 339. 


ferved to encourage this defpondence, was the pro- 
{pect.of thofe poor wretches who had ftrength and 
opportunity to, look. around, them; for there they 


_beheld-the naked bodies of their fellow-foldiers and 
-comrades floating up. and.down the harbour, aftord~ 
» ing prey.to the carrion crows and fharks, which tore 


them in pieces-without interruption, and contribut- 
ing by their ftench to. the mortality that prevailed. ° 

This: picture cannot fail to.be.fhocking to the 
humane reader, efpecially when he is informed that 
while thofe miferable objects cried in vain for affift- 
ance, and..actually perifhed.for want of . proper 


attendance; every, fhip.of war in the. fleet. could 


have {pared.a couple of furgeons for their relief; and 


-many. young gentlemen of that profeffion. follicited 
. their captains in vain for leave to go and adminifter 
help to. the fick and wounded. The neceflities of 
-the-poor people were well known; the remedy was. 
-eafy and.apparent;. but the difcord. between the 
» chiefs, was inflamed, to.fuch a degree. of diabolical 
‘ rancour, that the one chofe rather to fee his men 
_-perith than afk help of the other, who, difdained to 
offer his affiftance unafked,. tho’ it might have faved 


the lives of his fellow fubjects.,.. . 


.»> Had, the admiral, .when;the troops moved to the 
attack of San Lazaro, ,fent in afew-thips againft the 
»-town,. to, make..a.diverfion,.in) their favour, the 
. enemy would have, been diftracted, and their fire fo 
_diyided that-neither the land-forces nor the men of 
.war,.could,have fuffered much damage, and in. all 
_ probability. the city would have been furrendered at 
»diferetion....,.Or even, without, this, diverfion, had 
the foldiers; been joined by a body of failoys, when 
othey marched to the affault, the attempt might have 
“ fucceeded; for,while the, troops,. by, regular dif- 
_charges,.. could, have cleared. the parapet of. the 
enemy, the failors being more accuftomed to climb- 
ing and boarding, might have applied the ladders, 
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- fedled the walls, and forced the gate, fo.as to afford 
es admiffion to the foldiers. <¢ Rye aae a en 
| _ The ficknefs ftill increafing. among the troops, 
Bs and the admiral declining to land a reinforcement 
for fuipplying the lofs by which the army -was:dimi- 
: i nifhed 5 it was relolved, ina council of war; tode- 
a fire the'admiral to give directions for re-embarking 
_the’cannon, ‘fince his filence with regard to thede- 
manded reinforcement {eemed to. imply a denial. 
Some acrimonious meflages having -paffed» be- 
tween the chiefs on this fubject, the land /:officers 
demanded a general council of war, which wasiac 
_ cordingly held on board the. admiral’s own fhip:on’: 
the rath day of April, when, after the condition of . 
the army, and the pofture of affairs, were taken 
into confideration, it was agreed, that as the troops — 
Were greatly diminithed, weakened.and fatigued, 
and'as their fupplies of water were almoft exhaufted, 
the fiege of fuch’a {trong place as Carthagene could 
not'be attempted with any probability of fuccefs; 
and therefore the artillery and forces fhould be re- 
embarked with all convenient expedition. > 
A difpofition was immediately formed for a re- 
treat; and next day the cannon, ftores, and heavy 
baggage were put on board. . Mean while: captain 
Knowles began to throw. fhells at fort St. Lazaro’ 
from'two fmall mortars, ina battery! which he had 
judicioufly raifed on the fhore under cover of his’ 
fhip, at the diftance of two thoufand fix hundred 
yards from the caftle, notwithftanding the remon- 
{trances of ‘colonel Lewis of the:train, who gavehin 
to underftand that this, was the.utmoft diftance a) 
mortar can carry. when the chamber.is quite filledo. 
with powder; an expedient . never sprattifed dbutev 
upoft ‘proof. But the captain piqued -himfelf sipons’ 


_ being ah able engineer, and in the confidence of his:!) 


own capacity expended a good number of {hells to! 


the amufement of the enemy, ..), sys} sed? Logniavee | 
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”EXpepirion apainft Car TH AGENE,” 341. be yaa 
> April the 16th) the Galicia; ‘one of the.Spanith, Pe 
fhips of war, taken at Bocachica, having been by nt 
the: admiral’s direction fitted Up $.a floating bats: 
teryy;mounting fixteen guns only, manned). by de-" 
tachments? from the’ navy, and commanded by cap»: 
tain Hoare, was warped u the harbour before day, 
and moored at fome diftance from the town, which : 
fhe began to cannonade with great vigour and fome:. 
fuccefs. After having lain above five hours expofed 
to the whole fire ‘of Carthagene and fort Lazaro; ~ 
the captain was ordered to cut her cables, and. let . 
_hér:drive out broadfide before the fea breeze; but, 
_ Tunning a-ground on a fhoal, the mem and ammus 
_ hition-were removed in boats, and fhe was fet on fire - 
by order of the admiral, ee ate 
-This very extraordinary experiment of fending in . 
a battery of fixteen guns again{t the whole fire of - 
Carthagene, feems to have been calculated by Mr,... 
Vernon to> thew ‘the im practicability of attacking. . 
that scity with ‘thips only; but, unfortunately; for,. 
him, it hada quite different effect : for af that. 
veffel, with fixteen guns, could fuftain fuch a ‘fire’ 
for-five hours, what might have been expedted from 
fiveor fix large men of war, moored in a line, Within 
point) blank: thot of ‘the ‘walls? If the partizans © r- 
of Vernon ‘infinuate that there is no water for fuch 
_ Veffels, they muft be referred again ‘to the foundings. 
of the harbour ; they muft be defired to take notice — 
thatthe: galeons lie in-a bafon clofe up to the walls; 
that the Spaniards have very lately ereGted a battery — 
of forty large pieces of cannon, for the defence of . 
the town on the fide of the harbour; a very un-., 
neceflary expence if the water is fo fhoal as tO. prem;., 


vent the-approach of large thips; and that Mon... 
fieurde 'Pointis, among other large thips, fentin 


the Sceptre of eighty-four giins to batter the place, 

which’ furrendered accordingly. _ Atvfeven in the . 

"evening of that fame day dn which the Galicia can. 
dq FOV. UE 4 penaded 
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- ponaded the town, the tents were ftruck ; ateight 


OUNT 


un iS of the, &c.. 


the troops marched from their ground, and em- 
barked in three divifions in the boats prepared for 
theirreception. . The general in perfon brought up 
the rear, and’perceiving that five tents belonging to 
the Americans were left ftanding, and fome tools 


lying onthe ground, he ordered them to be fetched - 
off by a ferjeant’s guard, reinforced with fome 


failors by lieutenant Forreft; fo that there was no- 


thing left asa trophy to the enemy, who did not 
think fitto moleftthemintheretreat. =. 


_© The ficknefs fill continued to encreafe among 
the troops*, and-even infected the failors to fuch a 


degree that they died in great numbers, and univerfal 
dejection prevailed. In order therefore to prevent 
the: total ruin of the army and fleet, preparations 
were made to quit this inhofpitable climate. The 


Spanith forts in the poffeffion of the Englifh were | 


all difmantled and blown up; and the whole fleet 


to Bocachica, from whence they fet fail for Jamaica. 


Thus ended, in damage and difgrace,-the ever-- 


memorable expedition to Carthagene, undertaken 
with an armament which, if properly condutted, 
might have not only ruined the Spanifh fettlements 
sn America, but even reduced the whole Weit 
Indies under the dominion of Great Britain. 


“© The difttemper which then raged among the Englith was the 
- bilious fever, attended with fuch a putrefaGtion of the juices 


that the colour of the fkin, which at firft is yellow, adopts a’ 
footy hue in the progrefs of the difeafe, and the patient gene- 


rally dies about the third day, with violent atrabilious difcharges _ 


upwards and downwards, Nothing fo effectually prevents or 


__ correéts this putrefaétion, as plenty of fweet water, frefh pro- 
_ yifion, anda liberal ufe of vegetable acids, fuch as limes, le~ 
_ mons, oranges, ananas, and,other fruits natural to the Weft 


“Indies, Of all thefe refrefhments the people were in the utmoft » 


want, tho” both army and fleet ‘might have been plentifully fup- 
plied by. employing fome of the tranfports which lay inactive, to 


hoovoeEnp of the FirTH VOLUME. 
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being wooded and watered for the voyage, fell down ° q 


_ fetch turtle, live ftock, and fruit from the neighbouring iflands» 
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